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JAMES MUNROE AND COMPANY 

ARE FUBLISHESS OF 

Norton on the Trinity. A Statement of Reasons 
for Not Believing the Doctrines of Trinitarians, con- 
cerning the Nature of God, and the Person of Christ. 
By Andrews Norton. 12mo. pp. 372. 

*' As a critic and theologian, Mr. Norton has long ranked in the 
very first class. But the present treatise will not need the aid of 
his high reputation to give it weight and influence. Those who 
know anything of him or his writing will readily credit us when 
we say, that it exhibits a rare union of good sense^ choice learn- 
ing, discrimination, and sound logic, which will place it among 
our standard works in theology. 

** Mr. Norton writes for intelligent men, for those who do not 
shrink from examination and patient thought, who are not dis- 
gusted at being required to exercise a manly independence, who 
seek truth for truth's sake, and are willing to pay the price of its 
attainment. Such will find in the work before us ample mate- 
rials for study and reflection. We are ^much mistaken, if to 
many of them it do not open new views." — Christian Examiner. 



Henry Ware, Jr. Memoirs of the Rev. Noah Wor- 
cester, D. D. By the Rev. Henry Ware, Jr., D. D. 
With a Preface, Notes, and a concluding Chapter. 
By Samuel Worcester. 12mo. pp. 155. 

<* This work furnishes.a^ interesting account of one of the most 
interesting men and philanthropists of the age. It was begun by 
Dr. Ware, a congenial spirit, and singularly qualified for the task, 
but not finished at the time of his death. The editor has fur- 
nished additional matter, to give the book completeness. We are 
glad this Memoir of one so like in spirit the master he professed 
to serve has been published. — Salem Observer. 

** There are passages in this brief and engaging Memoir of the 
late Dr. Worcester, which, on their perusal, have made us feel as 
if we were listening again to the mild tones, and the well chosen 
language of the recently deceased biographer. We wish that this 
Memoir of Dr. Worcester might be circulated by thousands of 
copies, believing that with its admirable portraiture of a Chris- 
tian minded man, and its history of his life and opinions, it would 
bring wisdom and light to many." — Christian Register, 
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46 JAMES MUNROK AND COMPANY'S PUBLICATIONS. 

Lays of the Gospel. By S. G. Bulfinch. 16mo. 
pp. 206. 

"We welcome the volume whose title we have given at the 
head of this article. It is a book of Meditations on the Saviour; 
and in verse, one might suppose, not for the sake of poetical ef- 
fect, but because, in dwelling on the scenes of our Saviour's life, 
the mind expressed its emotions more naturally in this way than 
in any other. The volume is characterized throughout by a spirit 
of purity and gentleness. There is a tranquil and holy beauty 
in its tone of sentiment, a trustful devotion, a contemplative vein 
of religious thought, which no man can receive into his mind 
without benefit." — Christian Examiner, 

*< This beautiful Volume has given to us one hundred lyrical 
compositions illustrative of the naratives in the Gospels, and 
amounts almost to a poetical commentary on the Harmony of the 
Four Gospels, and embraces every incident, parable, and dis- 
course of the Saviour's Ministry. This precious Volume cannot 
fail to win favor, and to receive a wide circulation, and the priv- 
ilege of learning the pieces it contains ought to be made a re- 
ward and a pleasure in our Sabbath Schools. — Christian Register, 



JSumap on the Trinity. Expository Lectures on 
the Principal Passages of the Scriptures which relate 
to the Doctrine of the Trinity. By George W. Burnap, 
Pastor of the first Independent Church at Baltimore. 
12mo. pp. 336. 

Contents. Introductory; Trinity and Unity ; First chapter of 
John ; Prophecies in the Old Testament; First chapter of He- 
brews ; The book of Revelation ; Incarnation ; God and Christ; 
The two natures of Christ ; The Holy Spirit ; The Atonement ; 
Saving faith in Christ; Origin of the Trinity; Baptism and the 
Church. 

"These lectures discuss topics concerning which a difference 
of opinion exists, but in a truly catholic spirit." — Salem Observer, 
<< Mr. Burnap has presented this subject to us in a new form^ 
and his work contains many to us new and valuable suggestions. 
The object of the Lectures is to explain the meaning of the prin- 
'Cipal passages on which reliance has been placed in the Trinita- 
rian controversy. It is one of their merits, that they are precisely 
•what they profess to be. They are not exhortations, nor discus- 
sions of moral questions, but expository lectures. It is a thorough 
Scriptural and critical discussion of the subject. The lectures 
have the learning which enriches, without the pedantry which 
80 oAen deforms critical works on Scripture.'' — Christian Exam- 
iner. 
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JAMBS MUNROB AND C0MPANT*8 PUBLICATIOMt. 3 

Noyes's Hebrew Prophets. A New Translation 
of the Hebrew Prophets, arranged in Chronological Or- 
der. 3 vols. 12mo. Each volume comprising about 
pp. 300. New Edition with additions. 

" We conceive that Mr. Noyes has made the Christian publio 
much bis debtor by the portion now before us of a version of that 
difficult and strongly interesting part of Scripture, the Hebrew 
prophecies. Three things are especially to be spoken of to hit 
praise ', his learning, his cautious and sound judgment, and hia 
beautiful taste. * * * 

<(We conclude with expressing our firm persuasion, that the 
great importance of these works will not fail to be permanently 
and increasingly estimated. It is not to the credit of our coun- 
trymen, if their author is not already reaping some benefit from 
them, additional to his own consciousness, and their acknowl* 
edgment, of his having devoted high powers to a high object." — 
Christian Examiner. 

<* This new edition is of increased value on account of the ad- 
ditions and corrections which it contains. The whole series of 
volumes, from the pen of this accomplished Hebrew scholar, may 
now he obtained in a uniform shape, and is of great value, and 
of high importance to all students of the Bible. Common read- 
ers will be surprised tq, observe how many passages, which are 
unintelligible to them in the common version,^ are here made 
plain and significant by a slight change of expression, of the 
meaning of a jingle word, or the turn of a sentence. We should 
advise all who wish to procure a set of these translations to make 
haste to obtain one ; it is a purchase which they will never re- 
gret.** — Christian Register. 

Palfrey's Academical Lectures. Academical 
Lectures on the Jewish Scriptures and Antiquities. 
By John Gorham Palfrejr, D. D., LL. D. Vol. I. 
The Last Four Books of the Pentateuch. Vol. II. 
Genesis and Prophets. 8vo. 

^<The first volume of this valuable, learned, and elaborate work 
has just publicly appeared in a truly beautiful form. It is not a 
book to be lightly read or spoken of. 

*' We can only say that, from the time of its announcement as 
being in preparation, general expectation has been highly raised 
in regard to it, and that, as far as we have examined the present 
volume, or heard the opinions of those who are more competent 
to pass judgment upon its merits, we are happy to believe that it 
constitutes a noble addition to the many high claims of its dis- 
tinsuished author to public esteem and honor, as a scholar, a 
divine, and a devoted supporter of American Literature.** — JV. 
A. Review, 
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4 JAMES MUN&OB AND COMPANY'S PUBLICATIONS. 

Park^'a Miscellaneous Writings. The Criti- 
cal and Mbcellaneous Writings of Tbeodore Parker, 
Minister of the Second Church in Roxbarj. 

Contents. A Lesson for the Day ; German Literature ; The 
Life of St. Bernard of Clairvauz; Truth against the World; 
Thoughts on Labor; A Discourse of the Transient and Perma- 
nent in Christianity ; The Pharisees ; On the Education of the 
Laboring Class ; How to move the World ; Primitive Christian- 
ity ; Strauss*s Life of Jesus ; Thoughts on Theology. 

*' We are glad to see these miscellanies republished, and think 
all who read them will enjoy their spirit even when they disagree 
with their doctrines. The tone of earnest conviction, the glow 
of feeling, the occasional beauty of expression in these pages, it 
very refreshing. — Merchants* Magazine, 

**The essays are written in a style which combines the plain- 
ness of CoBBETf with just the slightest sprinkling of modern 
literary Euphuism; a combination less unattractive than might 
at the first blush be inferred from such a coalition.** — Knicker- 
bocker. 



An Offering of Sympathy to the Afficted : 

Especially to Parents bereaved of their Children. Be- 
ing a collection from Manuscripts never before pub- 
lished. With an Appendix of Extracts. By Francis 
Parkman. Third Edition. 18ino. 

'* Though small, it is rich in comfort and instruction. Pre- 
pared by the editor in a season of peculiar personal affliction, it 
contains many of his own thoughts, with the judicious selections 
which he made from books from which he drew consolation, 
besides the original articles which at his request were furnished 
by his brethren in the ministry. In the present edition not only 
is the Appendix — of Extracts — enlarged, but an original article 
is given not found in the former edhiona.'^ -^Monthly Miscellany. 

'* We are not surprised that Dr. Parkman's excellent little vol- 
ume has reached a third edition. It has carried comfort to many 
a heart. We wish it well on its errand of peace.*' — Christian 
Examiner, 

^ A volume deserving a cordial welcome to every house and 
heart. The variety of thought and expression, and yet the per- 
fect harmony of tone of feeling which marks this spiritual wreath 
for a Christian cemetery, will make it live and bloom as long 
as sorrow is known. '*^ — Hunt*s Magazine. 
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TO THE 

CONGREGATION 

WORSHIPPING IN THE FIRST INDEPENDENT CHURCH OP 
BALTIMORE '. 

Since the commencement of our connection you must be 
aware, that I have abstained almost entirely from the intro- 
duction of subjects of a purely controversial nature into the 
public instructions accompanying our social worship. It has 
been my first object to promote in you the great end of reli- 
gion, a pure heart and a pure life, rather than to make you 
able advocates of sectarian peculiarities. The Lectures, to 
which you have been listening the past winter, are a devia- 
tion from this course. They were designed to meet the 
wants of the rising generation, who justly demand to know 
the reason of the faith of their fathers. To demonstrate to 
them that this faith is the religion of the New Testament, 
and not as it is represented ** another Gospel ;^^' that it is a 
sure foundation of hope, and a sufficient guide of life, was 
the object of those discourses. For the same purpose and in 
compliance with your desire, they are now given to you 
through the press.. 
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IV PREFACE. 

That they may contribute something to " stablish, strength- 
en and settle you," to give you " all joy and peace in believ- 
ing/' is the iiumble wish and prayer 

Of your friend and pastor, 

G. W. BURNAP. 
June, 1835. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CONTENTS. 



LECTURE I. 

THE SUPREMACY AND SOLE DIYINITT OT OmO THE FATflSR. 

Importance of the doctrine of the Diyine Unity . . * '19 

The Trinity not tanght in nature 14 

Inconsistent, contradictory 15 

Every argument for the Trinity eqjoally proves three Gods . .17 

Argument from the Atonement .24 

Not proved from the form of baptism, or the Apostolic benodictioB S8 
The term Father co-extensive with &e word God, not the name^of 
one Person of God, but of the whole Deity . . .81 

Object of worship M 

Balance of difficulties 41 

LECTURE II. 

THE SECOND PERSON OP THE TRINITY. 

Flan of argument 45 

Incarnation monstrous . . . . . . .48 

l!9a evidence of such a thing in the birth of Christ ... 49 

In his life 59 

Nor his death ... * 57 

Two natures without evidence 59 

His language inconsistent with it $1 

S«i of God explained 66 

LECTURE m. 

THE PERSONALITY AND DEITT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

The Spirit of God and the spirit of man 71 

Not a person because it ha« no proper name . . .74 
Never so considered by the Jews — never worshipped . . . 7« 
The essence of God . . 80 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



VI CONTENTS. 

Miracnloas gifts 82 

Not often even personified 86 

Summing up the argument 88 

LECTURE IV. 

THE ATONEMENT. 

Believed by Unitarians 96 

The common hypothesis incredible 99 

Inflaence of Christ's death 103 

Examination of arguments . . • 106 

The common doctrine derogatory to God 115 

Condnsion . 118 

LECTURE V. 

ORIGINAL SIN. 

Doctrine stated 119 

Impions . ^ . *. 120 

Orthodox admissions . . 123 

Makes trial a mockery . 127 

Not contained in Genesis 128 

Not proved by actual corruption 135 

Annihilates human guilt 138 

Examination of texts . 143 

LECTURE VI. 

TOTAL DEPRAVITY. 

(Contradicted by Peter 146- 

As stated by its advocates 148 

Texts examined 153 

Antecedently improbable , . .157 

Contradicted by consciousness 159 

By man's moral sentiments 161 

Contrary to the Scriptures 167 

LECTURE VIL 

ELECTION AND REPROBATION. 

Doctrine stated 170 

Different from the election of Scripture . . . . .173 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



CONTENTS. Vll 

Explanation 174 

What election is consistent with God's character and dealings . 182 

What is that of the Scriptures 183 

Foreknowledge , . 190 

LECTURE VIII. 

JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH AND WORKS. 

The Creeds 195 

Justification by faith alone, unreasonable 198 

Improbable 203 

Contradicted by the Scriptures . 205 

Beconciliation of Paul and James 210 

LECTURE IX. 

SALVATION. 

What is it . . . • * 218 

Examination of the common hypothesis 224 

What kind of salvation is compatible with man's nature . . 232 

How is it effected 239 

LECTURE X. 

REGENERATION. 

Common doctrine according to the Creeds 243 

Passive regeneration a libel on the character of God . . . 248 

What action of God on the mind consistent with accountability . 252 

Passive regeneration makes preaching a mockery . . . 254 

Founded on a perversion of Scripture 257 

What regeneration is 265 

LECTURE XL 

WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY. 

What are the sources of its moral power 272 

To be learned from the preaching of the Apostles - , . . 274 

Apostles' Creed . . 288 

An enumeration of their principal doctrines 289 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Vlll CONTENTS. 



LECTURE Xn. 



WHAT IS IT TO BE A CHRISTIAN. 

Christian name used as an engine of charch policy . . . 29b 

All sects exclasive 296 

Attempts to cmsh Unitarianism by denunciation .... 302 
Presbyterians act on the same principle with the Catholice, whom 

they denounce 303 

Malignant falsehood of the assertion that Unitarians are infidels . 309 
The belief and practice of a Christian . , . . ■, ,311 

LECTURE Xin. 

HOW DOES A MAN BECOME A CHRISTIAN, 

Best illastrated by its opposite, how a man becomes a heathen in 

Christian lands 322 

In what sense the work of the spirit of God 323 

Primitive administration of Christianity 333 

Revivals . 336 

Divinely appointed means of making men Christians . . . 344 

LECTURE XIV. 

ORIGIN, NATURE; AND TENDENCY OP CREEDS. 

The principle on which they are established . . , . 349 ' 

Creeds reveal to ns the elements, the growth, and establishment of 

the doctrine of the Trinity 349 

Elements of the Trinity, of heathen origin 351 

The Platonic Logos was the basis of the second Person of the 

Trinity and the Divine Nature of Christ 3dd 

Creeds grew out of the form of baptism 865 

The Apostles', the Nicene, and the Athanasian Creeds, show the 

gradual growth of the doctrine to its present state . . . 372 

Conclusion 373 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



LECTURE I. 



THE SUPREMACY AND SOLE DIVINITY OP GOD 
THt FATHER. 



1 CORINTHIANS, Vm. 5, 6. 

POR THOUGH THEBE BE THAT ABE CALLED OODS, WHETHER IN HBA- 
TEN OR IN EARTH (A8 THERE BE QODS MANT, AND LORDS MANT) ; 
. BUT TO US THEBE IS ONE QOD, THE FATHER. 

It was asked of our Saviour on a certain Occasion, 
" Which is the first commandment of all ?" in modern 
phrase, What is the most important fundamental prin- 
ciple of religion? He answered, '^ear, O Israel ; the 
Lord your God is one Lord." Or, as it stands out in 
greater distinctness and sublimity in the Hebrew origi- 
nal of Moses, " Hear, O Israel ; Jehovah your God, 
Jehovah is one.'* 

He lai^J the foundation of religion in the Unity of 
God. His heaven-inspired mind saw more clearly than 
we can do, the dependence of the purity and integrity 
of religion on the recognition of one undivided Object 
of religious vi^orship and affection. We, who see but 
in part, can perceive the same truth only through the 
medium of past experience. That has ever vindicated 
the transcendent wisdom of our Master. For there 
2 
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14 THE SUPREMACY AND SOLE DIVINITY 

has been scarcely an error in opinion, or a corruption 
in practice, in the Christian church, which has not been 
in some way connected with a violation of this great 
truth, that God is one. 

In commencing, then, a course of Lectures on Chris- 
tian Doctrine, I cannot do amiss when I attempt to 
by, as he did, the foundation of religion in the Unity 
of God. But on the very threshold of our inquiries we 
mset a difficulty, we encoanter what seems to us an 
opposite doctrine, that God is three persons. Before 
we make any progress, then, we must examine this doc- 
trine. To this subject, therefore, our first three lec- 
tures will be devoted. And while we discuss the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, let nothing which may be said be 
construed into disrespect, either fpr the understanding 
or the integrity of those who hold it. It is a doctrine 
for which the present generation are not responsible. 
It has been handed down to them by their fathers, with 
the venerable associf^ons of antiquity ; it is interwoven 
with literature and devotion, and thus has a sacredness 
in their eyes which takes the place of evidence, and 
almost precludes c^lm and dispassionate investigation. 
The duty of the present age is inquiry. Truth is par- 
amount both to authority and sacred' association. Our 
first allegiance is due to Truth. I invite all) then, to 
the discharge of a duty, when I invite them to follow 
me in this discussion. .If they adopt my conclusions, 
in justice to their understandings I should hope it wfU 
not be on insufficient ground. If they fail to do so, 
they will at least exchange a faith derived from tradi- 
tion for one founded on evidence. 
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In thfe course of these Lectures I shaH frequently 
quote from tlie « Confession of Faith" of the divines 
ut Westminster, and from the " Thirty-nine Articles of 
the Church of England ;" not from any unkindness 
towjirds those who profess these creeds, or with a de- 
«ign to hold them up to odium or derision, bat merely 
because they contain the most formal and au^ntie 
statement of the doctrines I shall discuss, and because 
Ihey are tfie pubKc and adcnowlet^d standards of 
large and respectable bodies of the Christian church. 

The doctrine of the Trinity, as stated in the pulAie 
symbols of faith, is this : " There are three persons in 
the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost 
These three are one God, the same in substance, equri 
in power and glory." We object to this doctrine, that 
it. is not taught in nature, that it is rejected by reason, 
tiiat it is incoiii»stent and contradictory to itself, and 
finally, that it is not taught in Scripture, but is contradic- 
ted by it. Nature is one of the rev^ations which God has 
made of himself. There are abundant teachifigs in 
nature concerning one of these persons, the Fathef. 
^^ For the invisible things of him from the creatiott <tf 
the world are clearly seen, being understood by the 
Ihkigs that are made, even his eternal power and Grod* 
bead." Nature t^ches no Trinity. It bears evident 
marks of being the work of one Infinite Mind. But 
concerning the second and third of these persons it is 
profoundly silent. Men are said to be without excuse 
if they do not glorify this one being as God. But they 
are not blamed for failing to recognisfie three persons in 
this one Grod. There is evidence in nature of one 
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16 THE SUPJMBMACr AHD fOI«£ DIVINITY 

agentr but not a trace of evidence of any pluiality or 
divuHOD, whether of persons, or substances, or charao- 
ters* No trace can be found that the universe was crem- 
ated by one person through the agency of another. 

We object, in the second place, to the doctrine of 
the Trinity, that it is incon^stent with itself, and i% 
moreover, a contradiction in terms, and therefore caa- 
not be true. Jhe Scriptures assert that God is a spirit. 
But if this doctrine be true, he is three spirits. Personi 
if it mean anything, must mean a distinct mind, a sep- 
arate intelligence, having all the attributes of a person, 
that is, must have its own independent thoughts, may 
be thinking one thing while every other mind in the 
universe is thinking something else. A person must 
have a distinct will of his own, may be willing one 
thing, while every other person is willing another thing. 
It must have a distinct power of action, may be doing 
one thing, while every other person or^ mind is doing 
another. These are the attributes of personality. If 
you say that the three persons of the Trinity have these, 
and have them equally, then they are indeed three per- 
(K>ns. But if you claim this, you must bid adieu for- 
ever to the unity of God. Each of these three persons, 
having distinct thought, will and action, and aU equally 
possessing the attributes of divinity, are, to all intents 
and purposes, three Gods. If, on the other hand, they 
have not these characteristics of personality, if they 
Imve not distinct thought, will and action, then they 
become three different names merely, for one Person, 
one Intelligence, one mind and will ; and the doctrine 
, oi the Trinity entirely vanishes and disappears. The 
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three persons are onlj one person. Every action aind 
q^litj which will idemify each to be a distinct Peraott, 
possessing independently die attribates of Grcd, wil 
prove that Person to be a distinct and independent God. 
Each of these Persons, in order to posaets tM divinitjr, 
must comprehend and take in the whole being of God, 
must be identically the same being vrith Grod. Then 
they are idenrically the same with each other. Thejr 
are not three Persons, but one Person. CaKag tbedt 
three Persons then, is making a distiaction where them 
is no difference. To make any grouitd of cKstiwotioB 
between them, there must be something in one whiek 
is not in the others. Thai something cannot be a Di« 
vine attribute, or it wouki be comrmoa to them aU, 
And a Divine Person cannot have an attribute wbidi 
is not Divine, or which a Divine Person can exist widi- 
out possessing. There cannot then, b]^ any posmbiiftjri 
be any diversity or ground of distinction between tlwea 
Persons, each comprehending the whole of the aaiM 
Dti4He Being, and each possessing every attribute *of 
God. 

We are not s^sfied wbh the vray in which the doc* 
trine of the Trmity is usually ifttempled to be proved. 
it is usually endeavored to show that there are three 
Persons who have Divine attributes ascribed to thena^ 
and one as much as the other. What is the legittmafte 
inference to be drawn from this ? If eadi of tbeee tlwee 
Persons has independently ail the attributes of God, dmi 
each of these three Persons is a Ood. And the prof^ 
^MMidunon is, that there are tbtee Gods. For if each 
of these Persons has oH the atlrilnitea of Gad» 

2* 
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18 THE SUPmSMACT Jl»1> SfO^ IMVINITT 

wbkh is independent and underived existence, then if 
two of them are withdrawn frcun exiatance, and from 
the universe, the third would still exist, and be compe^ 
tent to all the purposes to which three are. The Int- 
imate conclusion then from the fact when made out, 
ikaX each of the three Persons has all Divine attributes, 
18 not that there are three persons in God, but thai 
there are three independent Gods. ^I( you deny that 
they could exist independently of each other, just so 
far you deny them individually to be God. You wish 
to prove humanity -of three men. You go over all the 
attributes of humanity and prove them to belong to 
each. But when you have done, and have proved each 
to be man, you have proved each to be a man, and the 
three to be three men, but not one man. Their par- 
taking of the common attributes of humanity does not 
prove them to be cme man. So three Persons each pos- 
MMsing all Dime attributes, siK^h as underived and inde- 
pendent exii^ence and power, are three Gods, not one 
God. But there cannot be three Gods, why ? Because 
it is contrary to the nature of things that there should 
be three Gods. Then it is equally contrary to the na- 
Ixtre of things that there should be three Persons, each 
possessing independent Divine attributes. What is this, 
but saying you have gone through a course of argument, 
to ph>ve that to be true, which when compared with 
first and self-evident principles, is found to be false, 
mml cannot by any possibility exist ? What are you 
thai to do? You must either admit that there has been 
4 nustake in your argmnent, or you must believe that 
^(Mitradictions, in some mysterious sense, may be true^ 
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By doing tUs, you Abandon every means and all pomAf 
bility of distinguiibtng truth from falsehood, and of 
ooarse all groohd of reasonabte belief in anything* 

In order to prove each to be a Person, you muil 
prove of each, separate action, involving separate will, 
thought and consciousness ; without these you <^annat 
pfove personality. But all these are equally conclusive 
to prove each to be a separate Being. The Sender 
miist be a different Being as well as a different Person 
from the Sent. To £^nd is the act of a separate Being, 
not of a Person without a separate Being, because it 
implies separate thought, will and action. To be seal 
is the act of a Being ; not of a Pe^n without a sepa*' 
rate Being, because that likewise supposes separats 
thought, will and action. To hold intercourse together, 
as the three Persons are said to have done, certainly 
involves three separate intelligeiices, with separale 
thougfit and consciousness. This, if it proves three 
Persons, must likewke prove three B^ngs, and three 
Beiogs, each possessing all Divine attributes, are three 
Gods. ' 

In order still to sustain the. Unity of God, it is not 
st^cient for you to say that there can be but one God» 
and therefore these three are one God. You must not 
Oflly reconcile Trinity with Unity, but show them to be 
one God from the elements of their nature, as clearly 
as you proved them to be three Persons. In order to 
do this, you must prove them to be one Being. But io 
showing the three Persons to be one Being, you must 
deny of them the very attributes by which you proved 
them to be three Persons, such as separate action^ con* 
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setomneis and will. So that when, m joa sappose, 
you have proved the Trinity, but find that it is ineon* 
sistent with the Unity, the proper oondilMon is, not 
that they are both true, for that is impossible, as tttey 
contradict each other ; but that the Trinity is fake, and 
llie reasoning which led to it, fallacious. For the Uni- 
ty is a first ]MincipIe, self-evident and therefore <mniiot 
be false ; the Trinity is a remofee deduction, and there- 
fore may not be true. 

Every argument, such as separate action, involving 
consciousness and will, which can be brought to show 
that eacti is a Person, will be just as Valid to prove 
that each is a separate Being. And every argument 
which is brought to prove that these 'three Persons 
are one Being, will be equally valid to prove that 
these three Persons are. one Person under different 
names. So^ that every argument which goes to ^rove 
that God is three, disproves that he is one ; and 
every argument that proves him lo be one, disproves 
him to be three. The whole ocmtroversy tarns upon 
the use of words. It turns upon the distinction be* 
tween a Person and a Being. The common idea con- 
veyed by the word Person, is a separate, intelligent Be* 
ing. When you say, that there are three Persons in 
God, you mean three Beings, or you mt»t define the 
word Person. If by Person you mean Being, you as- 
sert there are three Gods, which is impossible ; if Per- 
son is used in any other sense, you must eicplain that 
sense. If you cannot do this, then it evidently has no 
meaning in your mind. You use words wifthout ideas. 
You make a proposition which has no signifill&tion. In 
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Other words, you make an affirmation which affirms 
nothing. The maUer then is reduced to this, the propo- 
sition that there are three Persons in God, in the only 
^ sense in which it is intelligible is fajse, and if it is true 
in any sense, in that sense it is not intelligible, and if 
unintelligible, cannot be perceived to be true. It is 
impossible then, that it should be asserted from convic- 
tion> and as impossible that it should be assented to 
from a perception of its truth. Every argument that is 
brought to prove the three to be three Persons, will 
equally prove them to be three Beings, and of course 
will be valid just so far against the Unity of God. And 
^ny aigument to show that these three Persons are one 
Being, is equally conclusive to show that personality 
has been improperly applied. If all the separate ac- 
tions ascribed to the three Persons, are the actions of 
one Being acting in the three Persons, then the three 
Persons are nothing more than three names for three 
classifications of the actions of God. Personality re^ 
peated three times of one Being destroys the very idea 
and essence of personality^ destroys all its intell^ble 
meaning, and as far as that subject is concerned, makes 
it a word without signification. 

A man demands my assent to the proposition, there 
are^ three Persons in one God. I ask him, what ha 
means by person ? I ask him, if he means a separate 
independent intelligent Being ? He answers, he does 
not. He does not use the word in the common sense, 
but in a sense peculiar to this case. I ask him what 
that sense is ? He cannot tell. You demand of me 
then, I answer, to assent to a proposition which con- 
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rejs to my mind no intelligtble idea, and, it appears to 
be equally anintelltgible to you. We both, in reality, 
in assenting to it, assent to nothing but words, and if 
they eonvey to us .no intelligible meaning, to us they 
are nothing, and we assent to nothing. Were these 
words in the Bible, then I might say that I belieired 
they expressed truth, though 1 could not understand it^ 
But not being in the Bible, or any words of the same 
import, I consider them the mere invention of fellible 
Inen. I cannot believe on their authority. So far 
from supposing them to be true, as I cannot under^nd 
them myself, and no one can explain them to me, I 
think it fair to conclude that those who fmmed them 
had no clear ideas. 

Plurality in God then, is impossible, it is a s^f-con* 
tradtction. The attributq^ of God exclude [^rality. 
Plurality of men, or of finite spirits, is possiUe. They 
may be multiplied without end, for they do not exclode 
each other. But one infinite Person, must necessarily 
exclude every other infinite Person. There cannot be 
two infinities of the same kind, whether of Beings or 
Persons, or things ; for they must either exclude each 
other, or become identical: -There <»n be, for instance^ 
but one infinite space. For the same reason, there can 
be but one God in any sense. Neither can there be 
three Persons, each of them Supreme ; for in affirming 
suprenmcy of one, you deny it of the others. So the 
doctrine of tlie Trinity, when analyzed, resolves itself 
into a contradiction, or rather a tissue bf contradictions. 
One part denies what the -other part afl[irms. In order 
to support the personality of each of the three Persons, 
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H must ascribe to ttftm attributes which constitute them 
three Beings. To maintain the Unity of God, they 
mast be preyed to be one Being, and to make them 
one Being, those very attributes mu^ be denied, which 
were necessary to constitute them three Persons. It 
may be said,^ it is a mystery. We « answer, that it is a 
contradiction. A mystery may express truth, but a 
contradiction cannot, for it affirms and denies the same 
proposition. 

It follows inevitably from the self-evident principles 
we have jost developed, that any division of God into 
three Persons, I mean which is real, and not nominal 
only, necessarily involves the consequence that each of 
these Persons must be imperfect. Deity, from its own 
nature, is one whole. Any imaginable division of it 
destroys its very nature. Any division of Deity cannot 
be Deity, whether you call that division person, or by 
any other name. In order to identify tlie three Per- 
sons of the Trinity, some separate or exclusive actions 
must be attributed to each, and of course denied of the 
others. Is it not evident thai if the appropriate acts of 
Deity are divided among three Persons, neither of them 
in his actions can be perfect God ? One must be shorn 
of his glories, to adorn the others. If one created the 
world alone, then the other two did not create it. If 
one governs the world, then, the others do not, and He 
is the only proper object of prayer. If on the other 
hand, they all do the same acts, and there is no diver- 
sity of action, then there is nothing in those acts them- 
selves to prove that there is more than one Being or 
Person in all that has ever been done by the Deity. 
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Besides, when we have recognized the existence of 
one Infinite Person, such as the Father, or the first 
Person of the Trinity is universally allowed to be, is he 
not competent to all the purposes of Deity ? Is anything 
gained by associating with himself two, or two hundred 
persons ? They can do only what he was infinitely 
competent to do alone. 

But it is said, that a Trinity is necessary to the econ- 
omy of redemption. The atonement to be infinite 
must be made to God by an infinite Being. The Be- 
ing to whom it is made is infinite, and the Being who 
makes it must be infinite. But the three Persons of 
the Trinity are infinite, not because they comprehend 
and are identical with three infinite Beings, but because 
each comprehends and is identical with one and the 
same infinite Being. Then if one Person of the Trin- 
ity make an infinite atonement to another, it must be 
by virtue of comprehending and being identical with 
the same infinite Being who constitutes the infinity of 
the Person to whom the atonement is made. So after 
all, it will be the same Divine and infinite Being, who 
makes an atonement, acting through one Person to 
himself, and receives it acting through another Person. 
Of such a scheme of atonement as this, I leave every 
one to judge. 

No atonement can be made by a Being strictly and 
independently infinite, to a Being strictly and indepen- 
dently infinite, without involving the supposition of two 
independent, infinite Beings, and of course two Gods. 
This theory of atonement then, demands what even the 
Trinity cannot give it, two independent infinite Beings, 
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two Gods. The three Persons of the Trinity are not 
enough for it, for they are each of them infinite only 
by including and being identical with one and the same 
infinite Being. The same infinite Being must act in or 
through one of the Persons in making, at the same mo- 
ment he is acting in, or through the other Person, in re- 
ceiving it, which reduces it, you perceive, to a mere 
fiction. The common scheme of atonement is an im- 
possibility. It requires more infinite Beings than there 
are in the universe to enact the parts supposed in it. 

In short the more we examine the doctrine of the 
Trinity in its intimate relations, the more we shall find 
it full of inconsistencies and contradictions. And the 
moment we lose sight oL one God, in one Person, the 
whole Deity becomes a riddle which puzzles the brain 
beyond all explanation. The doctrine therefore, is not^ 
found in nature, and is rejected by reason as an impos- 
sibility. If it is found anywhere, it must be a doctrine 
of pure revelation. 

We hasten, then, to the scriptural argument. And 
here its best friends confess, that it is nowhere expressly 
taught. It is nowhere asserted that God is three in 
any respect. It is nowhere affirmed that he subsists 
in three Persons, Father, Son and Holy Ghost, or 
that these three are one God. It is drawn as an in- 
ference from a very few detached passages. But we 
maintain that these very passages, which are said to 
teach it, contradict it, or are inconsistent with it. It is 
attempted to be proved from the form of baptism, " Bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost." Is it here said that these 

3 
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three are equal ? Look at the very words themselves, 
by which those Persons are said to be desigoated. 
Father and Son. So far as these names express the 
relation whigh subsists between these two Persons, they 
signiff. that one is derived from the other. Can you 
consent that one of your Persons of the Trinity shall 
be a derived being, and of course not eternal ? So far 
then, from being equal in power and glory, in this very 
passage which is brought to prove it, the very names 
and appellations imply inferiority of one to the other. 
What makes it still more decisive. Son is the highest 
designation of the second Person, where he stands in 
bis appropriate connection as one of the Persons of the 
Trinity. But the mere fact of the names being placed 
in this connection, does not prove the Person to have 
Divine attributes. That would be taking for granted 
the very thihg to be proved. , We must go elsewhere 
to learn these ^attributes. Let us turn to the thirteenth 
chapter of Mark. There it is said, " Of that day and 
that hour, knoweth no man, no, not the angels which 
are in Heaven, neither the Son, but the Father." Then 
the Son is not God, for God cannot be ignorant of any- 
thing. It appears then, that the second Person, the 
Son, did not know when the destruction of Jerusalem 
was to take place, but the Father did. He was there- 
fore inferior iq knowledge to the Father, not equal, was 
not omniscient, was not God. Here the usual subter- 
fuge, that he says this in his inferior nature, or as man, 
canfiot be resorted to, to elude the force of this irre- 
sistible conclusion, for Son is the highest name or char- 
acter he assumes, the very character and name he as- 
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sumes in the Trinity, " Father, Son and Holy Ghost,'* 
and must inchide, if any epithet can be supposed tp in- 
clude, his highest nature. If you say that the meaning 
of " Son" is not coextensive in these two cases, you 
roust show that you are influenced to do so by some 
other reason than the fact, that if you allow the mean- 
ing to be the same, the doctrine of the Trinity is over- 
thrown. If you say that " Son" does not include a 
Divine nature in one case, we have an equal right to say 
that it does not include the Divine nature in the other. 
If it is applied to his inferior nature in the one casej 
it may be in the other; and all argument in favor of the 
Trinity from the form of baptism must be given up, 
and the term " Son" and " Son of Grod," as proving 
anything concerning Christ's nature, must be forever 
abandonee^. 

Jesus was the Son of God, the whole Deity, not the 
Son of the first Person of a Trinity. " Seeing we have 
a great high priest, who is passed into the heavens, Je- 
sus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession." 
The " Son of God " died. The second Person of the 
Trinity could not die. " For if when we were sinners, 
we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son ; 
much more being reconciled we shall be saved by his 
life." The " Son of God," the Son of the whole 

• Trinity, cannot be a second Person in the Trinity. 
The " Son " spoken of in the creeds, cannot be the 
Siame with the " Son of God " spoken of in the Bible, 
for they have different fathers. One is the Son of God, 

. the whole Deity, and the other is the Son of the Father, 
the first Person of the Trinity. 
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The Son of God was '^ made of a woman," the sec- 
ond Person of the Trinity could not be made of a wo- 
man, conld not be '' made " at all. ^^ But when the 
fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son, made 
of a woman." God sent his Son into the world. The 
second Person of the Trinity cannot be sent anywhere, 
for he must be by his own essential nature omnipresent, 
and fill all space. <' For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the worfd through 
him might be saved." 

If he was not God, why baptize in his name ? Why 
associate him with God in the form ? The apostle says, 
that the Israelites ^^ were baptized into Moses in the 
cloud and in the sea." Is Moses therefore God, or a 
Person of the Trinity ? In the Old Testament it is said , 
"the people worshipped God and the king." Was 
the king therefore God, because he is thus associated 
with him ? The Israelites were baptized into Moses, 
as the prophet of God ; could they not be baptized into 
Christ, as the only Mediator between God and man ? 

Another of the strongest passages in support of the 
Trinity, is the apostolic benediction, " The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the com- 
munion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all." "The 
love of God" — ^is there any intimation here that the 
word God is not used in its common signification, which . 
comprehends the whole Deity ? Is there any intima- 
tion that the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Ghost are 
Persons in this God ? Let us place these two Trinities 
under each other and compare them together. " Bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
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and of the Holy Ghost." " The grace of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Ghost be with you all." In the first place 
we observe, that the order is not the same. The sec- 
ond Person of the first Trinity is made the first Person 
of the second. The Lord Jesus Christ is made the 
first Person of the second Trinity. The Son is placed 
before the Father. 

But even there, the Persons are not the same. The 
second Person of the second Trinity is God. Had the 
term been Father* then there might have been an iden- 
fity between the second Person in the second Trinity 
and the first Person of the first Trinity. Not only are 
the terms different but the second Person of the second 
Trinity is God. God is not a Person of a Trinity at 
all. God is the whole Trinity not a Person in the 
Trinity. The Trinity is in God, and God, in whom a 
Trinity of Persons exists, cannot be one of the Persons 
in himself. 

The form of benediction then, "The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the com- 
munion of the Holy Ghost," contains a strong argument 

' against the Trinity, instead of being a strong argument 
for if. Not only is the subject of the second clause 
God — " the love df God," — but the subjects of the first 
irnd third clauses are shut out of Deity by the particle 
and — " the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 

• love of God, and the fellowship or communion of the 

Holy Ghost be with you all." As it happens,.by the 

comparison of another passage, we have the means of 

determining the relations of these two Persons, and 

3* 
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whether the Lord Jesus Christ be a Person in God or 
not In our text it is swd, " To us there is one God, 
the Father, and one Lord, Jesus Christ." He is not 
God, then, or a Person in God, but a person entirely 
distinct. There is another passage which strongly con* 
firms this distinctness in Ephesians. '^ One Lord, one 
ftuth, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
above all." The Lord Jesus Christ, who is thus so care- 
fully distinguished from God, cannot be a Person of the 
Trinity, equal in power and glory. This benediction, 
then, entirely fails to prove the doctrrne of the Trinity, 
and, taken in connection with similar passages, proves 
the very opposite. Then, as far as the third Person, 
the Holy Ghost, is concerned, this passage fails to make 
out even his personality. Communion, or common 
participation, does not agree with a person. It does 
correspond with an influence, gifts and graces, a state 
of mind to be enjoyed. Now these two passages are 
most relied upon by the advocates of the Trinity. And 
what do they prove ? Three equal Persons in God ? 
No ! They disprove it, and are both inconsistent with 
anything except the simple Divine Unity. 

There is a delusion, we fear, as to the relations of 
God and Christ to each other, produced by the appeU 
lations. Father and Son, applied to them. God is 
thought to be styled the Father with reference to the 
second Person, or the Son, in the Trinity. As if it 
were God the Father, in distinction from God the Son. , 
But you will please to note that this latter phrase, how- 
ever ofteu it may be found in creeds and doxologics of 
human invention, is nowhere found in the Bible. 
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Christ is nowhere styled " God the Son " from the be- 
ginning of it to the end. But he is called the '^ Son 
of God." A son of God has not necessarily the same 
nature with the Father, or rather it is an impossibility 
that he should have tlie same nature. All derivation 
from him must be by creation. It is impossible in the 
nature of things that God should create another being 
like himself. Whatever being he creates, let him be 
never so exalted, must be derived, and dependent, and 
consequently can never possess full Divinity. jGrod is 
called the Father; because he is the foundation of being 
to everything that exists. " He is the Father of spirits." 
He takes a paternal care over all his creatures, and 
therefore is called " The Father." 

The term " Father " in the Bible, when applied to 
Deity, is co-extensive with the word Grod. It compre- 
hends and represents, not one person of the Trinity, 
but the whole Deity. And there is not a single passage 
in which it can be shown to refer to a first Person of a 
Trinity. And here has been the mistake. Superficial 
readers of the Bible, having once been taught that 
Father stands for one of the Persons of the Trinity, in- 
stead of the whole Deity, have never examined whether 
this were its true meaning, or not. But let them take « 
up the Scriptures again, and carefully scrutinize every 
passage in which this term occurs, and they will find 
^ that the Father always comprehends the whole Peity, 
and is the only Divine Person. " Grace be unto you 
and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ." Here God and Father are synonymous, and 
include the whole Deity to the exclusion of Jesus Christ, 
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for it is said " God and our Lord Jesus Christ." " That 
ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." Here, likewise, 
Father and God are synonymous, and the Father of qur 
Lord Jesus Christ is not a Person of the Trinity, but 
the whole Qeity. " That the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the spirit of 
wisdom." Here God and Father are also used as sy- 
noi^mous, and that Being is the God of Jesus Christ. 
One of the Persons of the Trinity certainly cannot be 
God to another. It can mean nothing else, then, than 
that Father is co-extensive with God, takes in the whole 
Deity, and that whole Deity is the God of Christ. Of 
consequence Christ can make no part^f his own God. 
To escape this conclusion it may be alleged that this is 
said of his inferior or human nature. Then it will fol- 
low that the title " Lord " is applied to his inferior or 
human nature, for it is said " the God of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ ;" and the title " Lord " as proving a supe- 
rior nature in him, can never again be used. 

We now come to a passage still more decisive : " One 
God and Father of all, who is above all*" The Father 
here is not only used as synonymous with God, but de- 
' clared to be the only Gt)d. The other Persons are of 
course excluded. Christ often in the gospels addresses 
God as his Father. A superficial reader, tinctured with 
this strange theory of three Persons, might suppose hina, 
to be addressing the first Person instead of the whole 
Deity. " O ! my Father, let this cup pass from me." 
But when he examines further, he will find it is the 
whole Deity he addresses, for Christ conmiands his dis- 



Digitized by VjQOQ IC 



or GOD THE f ATHE&. 33 

ciplcs to pray to the same Being, and the same Person, 
saying, " Our Father who art in heaven." But what 
is full to this point, is his message to his disciples after 
his resurrection, "I ascend to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God." The Father of 
Jesus Christ, then, was not the first Person in the Deity, 
but the whole Deity, the same Being or Person who is 
the Father of Christians. Father and God are here, 
too, used as synonymous. The same Being who is our 
Father is Christ's Father, and the same Being who is 
Christ's God is our God. So that the term Father in- 
cludes the whole Deity, and excludes Christ. You 
perceive, then, that the claims of the Father to be 
the one God, are not only supreme, but exclusive. 
How, then, can any man, or set of men, attempt to 
wrest the word Father from the only sense in which 
it is used in Scripture, signifying the whole Deity, 
and fix upon it a new meaning,, the first Person of a 
Trinity ? 

When Christ is spoken of in connection with God, 
it is always not only with marks of inferiority and sub- 
ordination, but he is expressly excluded from Deity. 
^^ This is life eternal, to know thee the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." "There is 
one God, and one Mediator between God and man, the 
man Christ Jesus." Jesus Christ in both these passages 
is spoken of, as not only inferior to God, but ks making 
no part of him. Another striking proof of this is found 
in the fifteenth chapter of the first Epistle to the Co- 
rinthians. Christ is represented as being made the 
head of a spiritual kingdom, the kingdom of the Mes- 
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siah, by God, who subdues all things under him, and 
makes him to triumph over the last opponent, Death. 
The resurrection completes his reign, and he surrenders 
his kingdom to God. " Then cometh the end when 
he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even 
the Father. For he hath put all things under his feet. 
But when he saith, All things are put under him, it is 
manifest that he is excepted which did put all things 
under him. And when all things shall be subdued 
unto him, then shall the Son himself be subject unto 
him that did put all things under him, that God may be 
all in all." Is not the supremacy and sole Divinity of 
God the Father written in every line of this quotation ? 
Can the Son be a Person of Deity equal to the Father, 
and of course have equal and underived dominion, when 
his having dominion at all is ascribed to the Father's 
having put all things under him ? When he surrenders 
up his kingdom to God, it is not, you will remark, as 
one Person of a Trinity to another, but to the whole 
Deity, to God, even the Father. " Then shall the Son 
himself be subjected to him that put all things under 
him." Shall one equal Person of the Trinity be subject 
to another after the resurrection, through the boundless 
ages of eternity ? .Impossible ! There must be a mis- 
take. Son must mean something else than an equal 
Person of the Trinity. Besides, it goes on to say " that 
Gdd may be all in all." That person cannot be God, 
who resigns his kingdom to God, " that God may be 
all in all." Son must then be, as it can be shown to 
be in the New Testament, an equivalent to Messiah. 
We learn, moreover, from this passage (what furnishes 
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a satisfactory explanation of much of the language of 
the. New Testament respecting Christ,) that the apostles 
considered him, at least during their own age, and while 
miracles lasted, to exercise under God a subordinate 

^agency in the establishment of his religion, such as he 
promised them when he ascended, << Lo ! I am with 
you always, even to the end of the world," or of the 
age. Hence the form of their benediction, ^' Grace be 
unto you, and peace from God our Father, and the 

•Lord Jesus Christ." " I thank my God through Jesus 
Christ." Can anything be clearer than that Je§us Christ 
is here distinguished from God, and considered as only 
an instrument or Mediator ? Jesus Christ certainly can 
make no part of that God whom Paul thanked through 
him. " Ye are Christ's and Christ is God's." Can 
one equal Person of the Trinity be the property of an- 
other ? But God, when there is no intimation to the 
contrary, must ra&n the whole Deity. Christ is, there- 
fore, the property of the whole Deity. Then he can 
make no part of the whole Deity. 

But it may perhaps still be thought by some; that the 
title. Lord, applied to Christ, proves him to be Deity, 
or an equal Person in the Deity. This word, however, 
has many meanings in the Scriptures. It may mean 
proprietorship, in the sense of Creator and Disposer. 
It may mean delegated authority, such as that of a 
Teacher, Spiritual Guide, Controller of the conscience. 
It may mean a mere appellation of respectful salutation 
between man and man. In which sense Jesus Christ 
is Lord of Christians, it will not be difficult to deter* 
mine. Lordship in the sense of Creator and Disposer, 
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is in Scripture confined to one, the supreme and only 
God. Christ is our Lord only in the second sense, that 
of Spiritual Guide and Master, a sense not original, but 
delegated and ministerial. ^'Ye call me," said the 
Saviour to his disciples, <' Master and Lord, and ye say 
well, for so I am." " God," says Peter, " hath made 
that same Jesus whom ye crucified, both Lord and 
Christ." You perceive then, that the title. Lord, is 
applied to him in a sense altogether different from that 
in which the same title is applied to God, and inferior 
to it. 

A few passages of Scripture are interpreted by some, 
erroneously we think, to assert that Jesus Christ was 
the Creator of the material universe. But even here 
his agency is only ministerial and subordinate. For it 
was only by the Son that God " made the worids." 
Other passages are supposed to mean, without sufllicient 
reason as appears to us, that Christ will judge the world 
In Person. But here too his agency is only subordinate 
and ministerial. " The Father hath committed all judg- 
ment to the Son." " In the day when God shall judge 
the secrets of men by Jesus Christ." 

We now come to an important topic, the object of 
worship. Worship strictly Trinitarian is impracticable. 
It is so, considered merely as a mental exercise. Three 
objects of worship in one object of worship, is an idea 
which cannot be formed in the mind, for it is a self- 
contradiction. While the mind thinks of the Unity, it 
must forget the Trinity, and while it thinks of the Trin- 
ity it must forget the Unity. So to address Unity in 
Trinity, is equally an .impossibility. A new language 
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must be invented to correspond to it, a language which 
must discard from its parts of speech all distinction of 
number, or rather confound all distinction, and express 
at the same time, unity and plurality, and designate its 
objects, as at once, three and one. This idea of three- 
one, is so anomalous, that there is only one word in the 
whole compass of langyage which corresponds to it^ 
and that word is Trinity. But this word, strange as it 
may seem, is not found in Scripture, nor was it invent- 
ed till several ages after the New Testament was writ- 
ten. It was introduced with the doctrine it was intend- 
ed to express. Unscriptural as it is, however, it has 
played a most important part in theology. It has bound 
together a mass of incongruous ideas, which but for this 
word, would have dissolved by their own mutual re- 
pulsion. • The language of strictly Trinitarian devo<* 
tion, could never wander beyond this single expres- 
sion. Trinity. All other appellations of Deity must sig- 
nify either one or many. If a. singular form of address 
be employed, tlien only one Person is addressed, and 
the Trinity is lost sight of. If a plural form were used, 
and the three Persons addressed at once, the Unity is 
lost. Besides, such devotion, though justified and re- 
quired by the Trinitarian theory, would be utterly 
shocking. 

Three equal Persons in Deity are equally objects of 
worship. But in order to worship them at once, plural 
forms of address must be used. This however would 
reveal the revolting nature of the whole system. In 
order to escape this, those who worship by a form care- 
fully constructed upon the model of the creeds, instead 
4 
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of the suggestions of tbeir own minds and the Inngiiagff 
of the Bible, address each Person in successios, ^< O. 
God the Father of Heaven, have mercy upon us miser* 
able sinners." '< O God the Son, Redeemer of the 
world, have mercy upon us miserable sinners." <^0 
God the Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and 
the Son, have mercy upon us, miserable sinners." AU 
though in this way, the shock of plurality of address is 
avoided, unity of idea is quite as effectually destroyed* 
Here are three objects of worship, nqt one object. It 
is true the attempt is afterwards made to unite them ia 
one. *' O holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, three Per* 
sons in one God, have mercy on us." But instead of 
uniting them, it introduces a fourth object. For cer** 
tainly a Trinity comprehending the three Persons, must 
be quite as different from each, as they are from each 
other, and therefore constitute another and distinct ob* 
ject of worship. 

Those on the other hand, who pray according to the 
suggestions of tdat " inspiration of the Almighty whicb 
giveth pan understanding," and the impfessloBS whicb 
are left upon the mind by the word of God, find their 
devotions directing themselves to one object and thai 
object is the Father. But this they do in utter con* 
demnation of their creed. Their creed declares, there 
are three Persons in the Deity, equal in power and 
glory, the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, neither 
of whom has iti fact, or ought to have in r«^rd, any 
preeminence over the others. How can they then se« 
lect one of these Persons and make him almost the only 
object of address ? Why do they choose the Father in 
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preference to the other two ? How can they reconcile 
it to their consciences, thus to defraud, if I may so 
speak, the second and third Persons of the glory due 
tferefB, by not addressing them in their prayers till the 
very close, in a kind of doxology ? It can arise from 
this fact alone, that all men at heart, hold the simple 
unity of God. The fa<4 is, that the supremacy of the 
Father is so deeply impressed upon the Scriptures, that 
the mind cannot forget or overlook it. Though men 
may say in their creeds, that the second and third Per- 
sons are equal to the first, they do not worship them as 
if they were equal, for they do not address either of 
them as often or as exclusively as the first. A prayer 
wMoh should begin by addressing Christ or the Holy 
Ghost indrvidually, would sound strange and shocking; 
even to the most determined Trinitarian, and yet if that 
fcith were true, it would be just as proper, nay, as often 
required, as to address God the Father. 

Do not even those who hold the Trinitarian creed, " 
show by their bnguage, that they at heart, believe in 
the supremacy of the Father when they pray ? They 
thank the Father for sending the Son. Why not as 
isaturalfy and as often, if the Son be equal with the 
Firther, thank him for comifig to the relief of human 
toisery ? They pray God to send them the Holy Spirit : 
would they do this unless they thought the Father 
mipreme, and the Holy Spirit subordinate? If they 
thought the Holy Spirit equal and as much an object of 
prayer, would they not as naturally and spontaneously 
address themselves directly to him, and implore him to 
come? 
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The truth is, meo have modelled their pr&yers more 
on the Scriptures, than they have on their creeds ; and 
then they could not fail to remember there is not one 
single instance of a prayer or devotion being addressed 
to the Holy Spirit. They could not £bu1 to remember, 
that in a large proportion of the places, where the Hdy 
Spirit is spoken of, not even personality se^ns to be 
ascribed to it It is represented, to be the power, or 
influence, or energy of God. In frajning their prayers. 
Christians could not forget, that Christ commanded his 
disciples just before he left them, to ask nothing o^ him, 
when he should be exalted to heaven, but to pray to 
the Father in his name. 

They could not forget that the apostles obeyed this 
command, and immediately after his ascension, soiar 
from praying to a Trinity, they were heard to use these 
remarkable words, ''Lord, thou art (jod, who hast made 
heaven and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is^ 
grant unto thy servants that with boldness they may 
speak thy word, by stretcRing forth thy hand to heal, 
and that signs and wonders may be done in the name 
of thy holy child Jesus." 

But you say, that there are some passages of Scrip*- 
ture which would lead you to think there were three 
Persons in the Divine nature, and that Christ was one 
of those Persons, and the Holy Spirit another. There 
are other passages which seem to teach that God sub« 
sists in one Person, and that one Person is the Father. 
Both of them cannot be true. There is a Trinity or an 
Unity in the Divine nature. Now which is to be be- 
lieved ? In making up your mind there are these .two 
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material consideratioDs to gaide you. The doctrine of 
the Trinity is not directly asserted in any of the pas- 
sages which are brought to prove it. It is only inferred. 
It is drawn from them as an inference, which seems 
tnore or less certain to different individuals, and there- 
lore may not be a true inference. The doctrine of the 
Father being the one and on^true God, is expressly 
asserted in so many words. "To us there is but one 
€k)d, the Father." Here the Unitarian doctrine is not 
.inferred, but is in so many words asse^Jed. • The choice, 
therefore, is between inference, on the one side, and 
unequivocal assertion, on the other. 

The second consideration is, that there are but very 
few passages m the Bible, where the doctrine of the 
Trinity is pretended to be contained, even by implica- 
tion ; whereas the Unity and supremacy of God the 
Father is the common and prevailing doctrine of the 
Scriptures, and the passages in the New Testament in 
which he MS empbatically called the one or only God, 
amount to seventeen. 

There is not a passage in the Bible which unequivo- 
cally asserts the Trinity. There are many which une* 
quivocally assert the Unity. In order to reconcile 
Scripture with itself, either the passages which are 
thought to teach the Trinity must be explained in con- 
sistency with the Unity, or those which declare the 
Unity fluist have a sense put upon them which will not 
contradict the Trinity. Is it not more reasonable to 
suppose that the Trinity — which is an inference, mere- 
ly, from a very few texts of Scripture — may be a mis- 
taken inference, than to cmppose there «an be any hhb* 
4* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



43 THE SUPRBMACT AND SOLE mVlMITT 

take in the oTerwhelming majority of texts which une* 
quivocally assert the Unity.* 

But the disadvantage of the doctrine of the Trinity 
Hoes not stop here. There are difficulties in things, as 
well as words, involved in it. Taking the side that the 
Unity is true, then the only difficulties you have to en- 
counter, are in the intHpretation of a few words and 
sentences. In the thing itself there is no difficulty. 
That there should be one God in one Person, is aU 
plain and reasonable, and intrinsically probable. It in- 
volves no mystery, or contradiction. 

But taking the doctrine of the Trinity as true, there 
are not only all the difficulties in words which exist in 
thoise passages which assert that there is but one God, 
and the Father alone is that God, but there are diffi* 

* "Those passages in the New Testament in which the Father is 
styled one, or only God, are in namber seventeen. 

" Those passages where he is styled God absolutely, by way of emi- 
nence and sapremacy, are in namber three hundred and tirenty. 

" Those passages where he is styled God, with peculiarly high titles 
and epithetsj or attributes, are in number one hundred and five. . 

" Those passages wherein it is declared that all prayers and praises 
ought to be offered to him, and that every thing ought to be ultimatdy 
directed to his honor and glory, are in number ninety. 

" Passages wherein the Son is declared, positively, and by the clearest 
implication, to be subordinate to the Eather, deriving his being from 
him, receiving from him his Divine power, and acting in all things 
wholly according to the will of the Father, are in^fiumber above three 
hundred. 

** Of thirteen hundred passages in the New Testament wherein the 
word 6k>d is mentioned, not one of them necessarily implies, a pfainility' 
of persons. 

" To which may be added about two thousand passages in the Old 
Testament, in which the Unity of God is either positively expressed, or 
evidently impUed.'^-^GVtincfy's Lectures. 
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ciiUies in things. A doctrine is asserted which is, in 
itself, essentially incredible. It is strange, unreasonablf 
and contradictory. A Being is presented to our iaith, 
oiade up of elements entirely inconsistent with each 
other, one and yet three, three Persons, and yet one 

. Being, a Trinity, the first Person of which, in the ideas 
of all; has some sort of a preeminence over the other 
two, and yet either of the other two is of equal power 
and glon^. One is Son to another, and yet as ancient 
as his Father. The first Person is said to do things by 
the instrumentality of the other two, and yet they have 
equal and original agency^in all things with the first 

The second Person becomes so connected with a 
human soul, as to make one Person, and yet the human 
soul is ignorant of what is known to the Divine mind. 
This complex person, made up of the Divine and hu- 
man mind, sometimes acts and speaks, and then is laid 
mside, and the human mind acts and speaks, all without 
giving any warning of such a change. Now we say, 
that such a doctrine as this so mystifies the nature of 
the Deity, so mingles and confuses the nature of things, 
so destroys the boundaries of the identity and individu- 
ality of mind or spirit,' that it raises and encounters in- 
superable difficulties in things, becomes essentially in- 
conceivable and incredible. The proposition that God 
is a Spirit, meaning one pure and underived mind, is 
possible, is conceivable, is probable, is agreeable to the 
analogy, reason and nature of things. But that God is 
a Trinity of Persons, is supported by no analogy, is in- 
conceivable, contradictory, and incredible. So that, 

, besides the difficulties in words, arising from the few- 
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ti^ss of the passages in which it is found only bj in* 
ference, and its contradiction to a much greater number 
of texts, where the Unity is expressly, and in so many 
Words declared, it encounters and involves insuperable 
difficulties in things, the very things which it asserts. 
To overcome such difficulties in the nature of the propo- 
sition which it sustains, the number of passages in which 
it is found ought to be greater, and their meaning more 
plain, than those which declare the opposite. Whereas 
they are incomparably fewer, and do not in so many 
words declare the doctrine at all. 

I appeal lo all who hear me this night, if the great 
proposition with which we started is not fully made out, 
that there is but one God, the Fisither — that in the 
Scriptures undivided Unity and supremacy are ascribed 
t6 Him. He id the only Fountain of being, He alone 
Imth immortality abiding m himself, the Messed and 
only Potentate, the only wise God, the only true GodJ 
our Saviour. 
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THE SECOND PERSON OF THE TRINITY. 

JOHN, XIV. 10. 

** Bblibtbst thou not that I ax in the fathbs, and the father 

IN*]fE ? TH9 WORDS THAT I SPEAK UNTO TOUy I SPEAK NOT OF XT- 
SELF : BUT THE FATHEB THAT DWBLLETH IN XE, HE DOETH THE 
WORKS.** 

The Trinitarian system supposes a second Person in 
€rod called the Son, who became incarnate in Jesus of 
Nazareth, and joined with his human soul, made one 
Person with him. The truth of the whole system de- 
pends upon the truth of this hypothesis. To establish 
its truth therefore, you must identify and_ prove by 
proper evidence, the existence of such a Person ier 
God, and such a Person in Christr If ^at proof fails, 
the whole system falls. A cours.e of argument then 
which shall show that there is no sufficient evidence of 
the existence of this Person will overthrow the system. 
The existence of God the Father is certain. The ex- 
istence of one of Christ's natures is certain. The ex- 
istence of c^ second Person in God and Christ is an hy- 
pothesis which may, or may not be true. If no trace 
of the agency of a second Person can be found in Christ, 
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and everything in him requiring divine power and 
knowledge appears to be the agency of God the Father, 
and is affirmed to be so, and referred by Christ solely 
to him ; then the supposition of any other Person be- 
sides Jesus of Nazareth and God the Father, becomes 
a mere hypothesis, unsupported by evidence, and dis- 
proved by all the evidence we have in the case. 

The precisie point then to which I wish to call your 
attention this evening is this, "Who was the Divine 
Nature in Christ ? Was it a second Person in the 
Trinity, the Son, or was it the Father, the whole Deity ?" 

It is confessed on all hands^ that there was a conneo- 
lion of Jesus with God, more intimate than that of any 
other being of whom we have any knowledge. It was 
observed by a well informed and keen-sighted contem- 
porary, when beholding his miracles, "no man can do 
these mirncles, that thou doest, except God be with 
him.*' That, we, all who believe in Christ, admit. 
The Trinitarian system maintains that there was a Dl- 
"vine Person, called the Son, the second Person in the 
Trinity, residing in 'Christ and making with him one 
'Person. We believe the only Divine Agent or Pers6ii 
in him, which.can be identified and proved by the leistst 
shadow of Evidence, is God the Father the only Person 
in the Deity ; and the idea that any other Divine Per- 
son existed or acted in him, is made out to be a mere fic- 
tion of the brain. 

The. doctrine of the incarnation, as it is called, of tlie 
second Person of the Trinity, so as to become united 
with the body and soul of* an infant, and make one 
Person with it, we regard as an amazing imagination, 
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which they who assert do not feel the force of the hjQ- 
gqagp they use. Not only so^ we feel it to be not oynly . 
incr^iUe in itself^ but utterly at war with all the faotn 
of the case, as stated in the sacred Scriptures. 

The doctrine is thus. stated in the Westminster Con^ 
fession, Uie public standard of faith of the Presbyterian 
church of the United States. << The only Redeemer 
of God's elect is the Lord Jesus Christy who being the 
eternal Son of God became man, and so was and coa*- 
tinueth to be> God and man in two disthict natureSi 
and one Person forever.*' 

'^ Christ the Son of God became man by td^ing to 
himself a true body, and a reasonable soul, being con- 
ceived by the power of the Holy Ghost in the womb 
of the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without sin." 

It is thus stated in stiU stronger terms in the thirty-^ 
nine articles of the church of England, and which ia 
the public creed of the Episcopal church in the United 
States. 

" The Son, which is the word of the Father, begot- 
ten fr(»n everlasting of the Father, the very and eternal 
God, of one substance with the Father, took man's na- 
ture in the womb of the Blessed Virgin, of her sub- 
stance : so that the two whole and perfect natures, that 
is to say, the Godhead and manhood, were joined to- 
gether in one Person, never to be divided, whereof is 
one Christ, very God and very man ; who truly sulSR^t 
ed, was erucifiad, dead and buried, to reconcile his Fa^ 
ther to us." 

You will please to take notice of what is afQrmed in 
these articles of belief ; the Son, the very and eleriml 
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God, of course then a Being who fills immensity and 
inhabits eternity, anchangeable in his being, who can- 
not for a single moment be included within any place, 
nor excluded from any, took man's nature in the womb 
of the virgin, so that two whole and perfect natures, 
the Grodhead and manhood were joined together in one 
Person, never to be divided, whereof is one Christ, very • 
6od and very man, who truly suffered, was dead and 
buried. This proposition is to my mind truly amazing* 
That an infinite, omnipresent, unchangeable Being, 
should be enclosed with a human soul in the body of 
an unborn infant ; and that this infinite Spirit, and this 
infantine soul, made one Person, is a proposition, which 
nothing but the fact of its having been held by men of 
^sincere piety, and thus having been in some measure 
associated with our venerable religion, could induce us 
to treat with any respect. Abstractly speaking, the 
thing is utterly monstrous and incredible. It must re- 
quire for its support, nothing less than a plain, categoric 
cal, unequivocal declaration in the word of God. 

Before we admit it as true, we must examine the ev- 
idence on which it rests, and the evidence if there be 
any against it. 

Let us then turn to the sacred Scriptures, let us ex* 
amine the record of the birth of Jesus. The incarna- 
tion of the second Person of the Trinity, if it really 
took place, must be there unequivocally declared. The 
ejttraordinary drcumstances which attended his birth 
are thus recorded by Matthew. The information con- 
veyed to Joseph in a dream is this, '^ Joseph, thou son 
of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife ; 
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for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost 
And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his 
name Jesns : for he shall save his people from their 
sins. Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 
Behold, a vii^n shall be with child, and shall bring 
.forth a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel, 
which being interpreted, is God wfth us." Luke's ac*' 
count of the matter is this. <' And the Angel said unto 
her, * tear not Mary, for thou hast found favor with 
God : and behold thou shalt conceive in thy womb and 
bHng forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He 
shall be great, and shall be called the Son* of the High- 
est ; and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne 
of his father David. And he shall reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there shall be no 
end.' Then- said Mary unto the angel. How shall this 
be, seeing I know not a man ? And the angel answer- 
ed and said unto her, The Holy Ghost, shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the highest shall overshadow 
thee, therefore also that holy thing, which shall be bom 
of thee, shall be called the Son of God." 

This is the record, and is there the least intimatimi 
in it of a Trinity, three Persons in the Divine nature, 
is there one word said from the beginning to the end, 
of the incarnation of the second Person in the Trinity, 
an almighty and infinite Being ? Is there one word 
said of the incarnation of God at all ? . Is there any in- 
timation that this child should have mo^ than one na- 
ture, that his person should be made, up of one infinite, 
and one finite spirit ? Is it not strange, that the angel 
5 
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should have omitted so material a circumstance, as the 
incarnation of one of the Persons of the Trinity ? 

What then do thefie passages declare? Simply that 
God brought the infant Jesus into existence, in an ex- 
traordinary, instead of the ordinary manner, that the 
virgin conceived by miraculous power instead of the 
ordinary means. It is not pretended that parents pro- 
duce the souls of their children. <jod is the Father of 
Spirits. He puts the soul into the body. And does 
it change the nature of the soul, whether it is put into 
a body formed by God by an ordinary process, or by 
miracle ? Adam and Eve began to exist in a miracu- 
lous manner, their bodies were formed by miracle. Did 
that miraculous formation prove an incarnation of one 
of the Persons of the Trinity in them ? 

In the second place, I would have you take particular 
notice, that in consequence of this conception by the im- 
mediate power of God, " thertfore that holy thing, whicli 
shall be born of thee, shall be called the Son of God." 
Here then, Son of God is applied to Jesus, because he 
began to exist miraculously. In the same manner it is 
applied to Adam for the same reason. In the cata- 
logue of the progenitors of Christ, it is said, '^ which 
was the son of Adam which was the Son of God." The 
angel says nothing of this infant's having two natures. 
He was to be called Son of God not upon account of 
his nature, but the nianner in which that nature had 
begun to exist. 

^ The words of the ai^el then, fail entirely to proye 
^ny plurality of the Divine nature, or any incarnation 
of the second Person. Not only so, they are directly 
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at war with it. To have corresponded with that hy- 
pothesis he shoald have said to Mary, " The second 
Person in the Trinity called the Son, is to beconie in- 
carnate in the infant that la to be born of thee.' There- 
fore he shall be called the Son of God." But on the 
other hand, he says, it is the infant's miraculous begin- 
ning that gives Jesus the title, Son of God. Affirming 
this, he denies the other. So according to the angel. Son 
of God, when applied to Christ, dates no farther back 
than his birth, instead of running back before all worlds. 
A name arising out of the circumstances attending the 
birth of a child, is carried back into the ages of eternity, 
and made to introduce confusion into the unity and 
simplicity of the Divine nature. 

The only thing additional which Matthew mentions, 
is the coincidence between this event and one which is 
related to have taken place in the days of Ahaz, king 
of Judah. He was greatly distressed by the invasion 
of two confederate kings against his land. The prophet 
Isaiah is sent to him with a message of comfort, and 
tells him as a sign of deliverance, '^ A virgin shall con- 
ceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanu- 
el ; for before the child shall know to choose th6 good 
and refuse the evil, the land, which thou abhorrest, shall 
be forsaken of both her kings." The child was to be 
called Immanuel, or 6ocl with us, or God is with us, 
why ? Because he was to be an incarnation of God ? 
No ! Because God was to be peculiarly with his peo- 
ple. Does giving the name, God-is-with-us, make the 
child to which it is given God ? Besides there is noth- 
ing here said of a Trinity, or a division in the Deity. 
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If it proved anything, it would prove the incarnation ef 
the whole Deity. Besides the epithet Immanuel, if it 
proved anjrthing, would prove two incarnations, one in 
the days of Ahaz, and one at the time of Christ. That 
God the whole Deity did, in a peculiar manner, mani- 
fest himself tathe world through Christ, is what we alt 
believe. God was peculiarly with his people, we all 
know, when he made through Jesus of Nazareth, his 
last and best revelation to mankind. 

So you perceive the doctrine of the incarnation of 
the second Person in the Trinity, as stated in those ar- 
ticles of faith I read to you, utterly fdils of support in 
that very part of Scripture, where we should most nat- 
urally look for It. in the ftccounts of the conception and 
birth of Jesus. 

Let us then trace on his history. Is it supposable 
that an infinite God could be so joined to the soul of 
an infant and child, as not to have manifested his pres- 
ence ? Yet we hear nothing of it. The next we hear 
of Jesus is at twelve years of age. Then he displayed 
an uncommon maturity of mind and knowledge of the 
Scriptures, but nothing that we can fix upon as mirac^ 
ulous. The mind of Jesus, I have no doubt, indepen- 
dently of all miraculous endowments, was of the high- 
est order. Everything about him seems to evince it. 
He was raised up by God for an especial purpose. He 
might then have been preeminently endowed. Much 
of the efficacy of his religion was to depend on the per- 
fection of his character. He may therefore have had 
mental and moral powers far above those of mankind 
tn general. What, or whether any miraculous action 



Digitfeed by VjOOQ IC • 



THE SECOND PERSON OF THE TRINltT. 88 

of Gt)d upon his mind previous to his baptism took 
place, we are not informed, or whether he had any in- 
timation of the office he was to fill. One thing how^ 
ever, is certain. That is recorded of him at twelve 
years of age, which is utterly inconsistent with the sup- 
position that the second Person of the Trinity made a 
part of his person. ^' And Jesus increased in wisdom 
and stature, and in favor with God and man." A per- 
son, who was already infinite in knowledge, could nc^ 
increase in wisdom ; and the second Person in the God- 
head could hardly increase in favor with the whole De- 
ity. If it be answered that it was the human nature, 
— then we ask, what kind of a connection of two minds 
in one person that could be, or of what advantage, in 
which there was no communication between them, if 
one did not know what was known to the other. 

We now come to the ministry of Jesds. We have 
hitherto detected not one particle of evidence of the 
incarnation'of the second Person of the Trinity in him. 
During his ministry, it was to have been expected that 
this Divine Person would have manifested himself, al- 
though he had not done so before. It was to have 
been expected, that it was for the sake of this ministry 
that he had become connected with the soul of Jesus. 
It was to have been expected that this Divine Person, 
clothed with omniscience and omnipotence, would have 
come forward to do and say those things, which belong- 
ed to the Messiah's office, but which were above the 
powers of humanity. We therefore examine his minis- 
try, in order to discover, if we can, the i^ncy <rf thie 
Being. 

5* 
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We thall difide the miiiistry of Christ in this exam^ 
ioatioo into what happened to him, what he did, and 
what be said. 

We sa}s in the first place, that the events which hap- 
pened lo him are utterly inconsistent with the supposi- 
tion, that the second Person of the Trinity dwelt in, 
and wa» united to his soul. Take for example, the 
evenli attending hb baptism, and his induction into the 
Messiah^s ofllce. The Holy Spirit descended upon 
him. Sometbtng seems to have been communicated to 
him from above; not anything called forth, which was 
in him before. Is it not a striking fact, that his mirac- 
ulous cbaraoter should have commenced from this ? Is 
it not strange, that the third Person of the Trinity should 
Imve been necessary to call into . action the dormant 
energies of the Second? A voice came from heaven, 
Miying, ^^ This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased." Could this whole transaction be intended to 
point him out as a Person of the Trinity to the Jews, 
who bad not the least conception of any such division 
of God, or of any 9uch Person ; or was it to point out 
and dengnate him as the Messiah, by an appellation, 
wlttdi the Jews had k>ng before appropriated to him 
whan they expected ? Is ^< my well beloved Son" the 
Bumner in which one of the Persons of the Trinity 
would be expected to address another ? But immedi- 
ately after, we read, that ^' Jesus being full of the Holy 
Ghost, returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spir- 
it into the wiUkme$9,^' Now is it at all credible that 
Jesus, if the second Person of the Trinity made a part 
of him j should be filled and guided by the third ? How 
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fire we tlien to have evidence of the fact of the iacar* 
nation of the second Person, " the very and eternal 
God," if at the very point in the life of Christ, where 
be is expected to act, no action or manifestation appears ; 
and the Holy Spirit does all which he would have been 
expected to do? Wo read that be was tempted. Can 
(Hnntscience and omnipotence be tempted? Angels 
ministered to htm. Would he need their ministry were 
be God? 

It is worth while to compare the account given here 
oi the origin of Christ's miraculous powers, with that 
which was afterwards^ given by the Apostle Peter. 
*\ God," says he, ^^ andnted Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghost and with power." So Peter supposed and 
asserted that the miraculous parts of Christ's character,, 
were to be ascribed to this unction of the Holy Spirit, 
and not to the second Person of the Trinity making a 
part of him. 

We read on one occasion, when the ship he was in 
was Kke to sink, he. was found asleep on a pillow. 
Could that be true of a Being, ^^ who never slumberetb 
nor sleepeth ?" But it is objected that it was his bnr 
man nature that was sleeping. We turn to the original 
proposition with which we started. <^The very and 
eternal God took man's nature, and Godhead and man- 
hood were joined together in one Person, nev^ to be 
divided, whereof is one Christ." If Godhead and man- 
hood were joined together into one Person, Christ, 
never to be divided, he certainly acted as the Christ 
during his whole ministry. It must either be true that 
God slept> which is impious, or that iin^e two natinres 
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were divided, and the compound Person, Christ, censed 
to exist. He was weary on the well of Samaria. Can 
Almighty Power be weary ? His soul was exceeding 
sorrowful. Can God be sorrowful? He was in an 
agony. Can God be in "kn agony ? The person then 
here spoken of as being weary, sorrowful, agonizing, 
excluded, did not comprehend the second Person in 
the Trinity. But this is contrary to all ideas of person- 
ality, and contradicts the fundamental law of this very 
union, that it never was to be divided. 

But the great trial of this hypothesis comes when we 
read of his crucifixion. The boldest of the supporters 
of the two natures, is startled when he comes to tb6 
proposition that God died, or a Person of the Godhead. 
Most of theni, therefore, evade this awful supposition, 
by saying, that the human nature only suffered. Then, 
according to this hypothesis, the Person Christ did not 
suffer at all, for the union of the Divine and human 
natures, which composed that Person was dissolved be- 
fore the approach of d^ath. Besides, he himself de- 
clared " it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from 
the dead the third day." The suffering was as impor- 
tant as any other part of the mission. 

Do we, then, go too far when we say that there is 
not the least shadow of evidence in the birth, the life, 
and death 6f Christ, that there was any such being as 
the second Person of the Trinity, who made a part of 
his person? Do not all the circumstances we have 
mentioned, negative such a supposition ? 

Let us next examine and see if we can detect any 
evidence of this Being in what he did. In the first 
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l^ace, he prayed to God. Would a second Person of 
the Trinity, equal in powej; and glory., pray to the first ? 
But it is said be prayed for an example. If he prayed 
for an example, merely, he did not want what he pray- 
ed for. He prayed insincerely. Would you have 
Christiaas imitate him in his insincerity, and pray 
nerely to set an example to others ? 

But he prayed in secret, in the darkness and retire* 
Bient of the night. He certainly prayed in earnest 
when he was in an agony in the garden. When he 
retired from his disciples and said, ^^O! my Father, 
let this cup pass from me." Is it said that he therci 
prayed in his human nature ? We answer, that this 
resort to the human nature must not be made too often, 
lest it beget the suspicion that the Divine nature, which 
was absent so often, and on such important occasions, 
might not have been present at all. The fact is, that 
the doctrine that there were two natures in the person 
of Christ, is not only utterly impregnable in itself, but 
surrounded by innumerable and insuperable difficulties* 

He committed his soul to God in the following re* 
markable words, <^ Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit." Is this the act of a God ? Do we detect 
in this any indication of the indissoluble connection of 
that soul with the second Person of the Trinity ? It 
would have been safe, certainly, in such custody* I 
seriously ask you, when you approach the last scenes 
of the Saviour's life, in his sufferings, in his sorrows, is 
not all idea of an impassible, infinite Person making a 
part of him gradually dissipated ? Is not the crucifix- 
ion of a God as &r from being intimated by the narra* 
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tive, as it is altogether shocking to ^11 our conceptions 
of .the nature and attributes of Deity ? 

We now come, in the third place, to what he said. 
Would it be enough to disprove the second Person of 
the Trinity, very and eternal God, making a part of his 
person, never to be divided, if in the only person in 
which he ever spoke or acted, as the Christ, he shouM 
expressly, and in so many terms, deny his possession of 
every essential attribute of God, such as almighty and 
independent power, underived and independent exist- 
ence, infinite and unlimited knowledge ? If he should 
deny that his miracles were done by himself, and say 
they were all done by the Father ? If he should say 
that all his miraculpus words were given him by the 
Father, and of course not prompted and suggested by 
the second Person, who made a part of him, as is sup- 
posed ; would all this explicit denial ; ^' I can of mine 
own self do nothing." '^ The Father that dwelleth in 
me, he doeth the works." " Oh, Father, I have given 
them the words which thou hast given me." -" I cast 
out devils by the ^irit of God ;" and at the grave of 
Lazarus, " I thank thee. Father, that thou hast heard 
me," — would all this explicit denial avail to disprove 
the existence of such an infinite being as the secfond 
Person of the Trinity in him ? No ! It is all evaded 
by saying, that he said all these things in his human 
nature. We shall consider this evasion of the human 
nature by and by. In the meantime we observe that, 
if the Father, the first Person in the Trinity, did all 
that was miraculous in Christ, if he communicated to 
him all that he said and did, requiring Divine power 
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%nd knowledge, then there was nothing left for the iec* 
ood Person to do. He did and said nothing, never 
acted in any case of which we have any knowledge or 
intimation. We have then lio evidence of his exists 
ence. It is a mere hypothesis. 

But he spoke these things, it is said, in his humaa 
nature. Men do not speak in natures. They speak 
in persons* The pronouns, "I," "me," "myself," 
stand for and represent persons, not natures. And it 
is the very essence of this hypothesis, that Godhead and 
manhood were joined together in one Person, Christ, 
never to be divided. " f," " me," " myself," then, be- 
ing personal pronouns, take in the whole Person, how- 
ever many natures there may be in it. Whatever, 
then, he says of. this "I," "me," "myself," must be 
true of his whole person. ^ We have not the least inti- 
mation to the contrary in the whole Gospels. It will 
not dp for a man to say " I cannot think," meaning, in 
his own mind, his corporeal nature, his body cannot 
think, because " I " takes in the whole person. What 
he says is not true, unless the whole person cannot 
think, because " I " takes in the whole person. He, 
then, who says " I cannot think," meaning by a mental 
reservation his body, and not declaring that he does so, 
equivocates, " palters in a double sense," uses language 
in such a way that, if it were to become common, would 
make it utterly impossible to tell what was meant by 
what was said. 

It is a law of veracity, laid down in the most com- 
mon books which treat of moral obligation, that to 
speak the truth, you must say that which is true in tlie 
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setme in which you know you will be understood by' 
your hearers. To say that, which, without further ex- 
planation will mislead your hearers, without giving the 
explanation, is to equivocate. 

Here was our Saviour daily appearing before the 
iews, and acting and speaking in the person of the 
Messiah or Christ This was the person which he sim- 
tained, and professed to be, throughout his whole min*- 
istry. To the woman of Samaria he said, when she 
spoke of the coming of the Messias or Christ, " I that 
speak unto thee am he." Sustaining and professing to 
be the same person, he says, '^ I can of mine own self 
do nothing." Would he not be understood by bis 
hearers to be the same person, and to mean the same 
person in both cases, if he gave no explanation, gave 
no notice that he changed the person ? Had his hear- 
ers the least notice of his mental reservation of the hu- 
man nature ? He never gave the least hint in his whole 
ministry, of his doublemature. He gave not the least 
intimation that he was an exception to the commoh 
laws of language, that he sometimes took in, when he 
used the pronouns " I," and " me," the second Person 
in the Trinity^ and sometimes only a human nature. 

Besides, according to the system we are contending 
against, the Godhead and manhood composing the one 
Person, Christ, after once being united, never were to 
be, and of course never were divided. In order to ha:ve 
these disclaimers of infinite power and knowledge true 
of the Person who spoke them> this union must have 
been dissolved, and the Divine Person withdrawn, just 
as often as he spoke in this manner. Now, besides 
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thb being contmry to the express conditions of the creed 
we just recited, is it in the remotest degree probable ? 
His disciples never understood him to have two natares. 
Hjs cotemporaries never understood it Hear what 
Cleopas says of him on his way to Emmaus, <^ Jesus of 
Nazareth, vvhich was a prophet, mighty in deed and 
word, before God and all the people." Hear what 
Peter says, ^^ God hath made that same Jesus whom ye 
have crucified, both Lord and Christ." 

Whence then came this hypothesis of two natures ? 
It was an invention of aftertimes, when the doctrine of 
the Trinity had sprung up. It was invented to save 
and support another hypothesis, that there were three 
Persons in the Godhead. Christ did and said fhany 
things, which contradicted his having divine attributes, 
and which proved that whatever person or nature he 
then spoke in was not God. Then they said he must 
have some ojher nature or person in which he did not 
speak, which was God. So one assumption is brought 
to prove another assumption, and the other assumption 
to prove that. 

Jesus not only never said that the second Person of 
the Trinity resided in him, and made a part of his per- 
son, but he never claimed the attention of mankind on 
that account. He demanded the attention and obe^-^ 
dience of the world, because he was the Messiah or 
Christ, because the Father had sent him. When he 
raised Lazarus from the dead, he prayed audibly to God. 
And why did he so ? " That they may believe " what ? 
— that the 'second Person in the Trinity made a part of 
him ? no ! " tlwit thou hast sent me," that is, that God 
6 
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wrought this miracle in attestation of his divine com* 
nimioo and authority. <^ The works that I do, bear 
witness^" of what? my Divine nature ? no! but that 
'' the Father hath sent me." << This is life eternal, that 
they might knpw thee, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ wham thou host sentJ' ''The Father that 
dweileth in me, he doeth the works." It was not ne- 
cessa^ry certainly for more than one Person of the Trin- 
ity, possessing all divine powers, to dwell in him at the 
same time. 

" My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me." 
How could he say this, if a second Person of the Trin- 
ity made a part of his person ? Does the second Person 
stand in need of the inspiration of the First ? Where 
is then his omniscience ? He said this, it may be re- 
plied, in his human nature. But this refers to him as 
a teacher, not as a man. Teaching was perhaps the 
highest office he performed. He taught then, if he did 
anything, as Christ, in his highest Person, or nature. 
And Christ, according to this hypothesis, takes in both 
Godhead and manhood. You must admit either that 
be taught without his Divine nature, and then we should 
have only human authority for what he said, or that his 
Divine nature, the second Person in the Trinity, was 
instructed and inspired by the Father. - What are those 
Divine attributes which require instruction and inspira- 
tion ? 

" As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by 
the Father, so he that eateth me even he shall live by 
me." How could a Being of underived and indepen- 
dent existence say this, that he lives by the Father, 
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that 19 sustained and supported in being? In other 
words, how can an independent Being or Person be de- 
pendent 1 Is it answered that he said this in his hu- 
man nature ? Then let us finish the sentence. *' So 
he that eateth me, even he shall live by me." That is, 
he that cordially embraces my doctrine shall have spirit- 
ual life through me. If " me " in this place means his 
human nature, then it follows that in his human nature 
he has the power through his doctrine of communica- 
ting spiritual life. For the same person that liveth by 
the Father, communicates spiritual life or holiness to 
his folbwers. The communication of spiritual life is 
the highest office, of the Messiah or Christ, and must, if 
anything can, require the whole Person, the Divine, as 
well as the human part. But here it is said the Person 
who communicates it, lives by the Father, is a derived, 
dependent being. He says in another place, '^ As the 
Father hath life in himself, so hath he given to the 
Son, to have life in himself." The son is then a de- 
rived, dependent being. 

" When ye have lifted up," that is, crucified, " the 
Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he," that is, 
the Messiah, ^^and that I do. nothing of myself, but as 
the Father hath taught me I speak these things." Is 
he not here speaking as the Christ or Messiah, and in 
that character declares that, the Father taught him all 
that he said ? ^' And he that sent me is with me ; the 
Father hath not left me alone, for I do always those 
things that please him." 

Does he here derive his sense of security, or his free- 
dom from error, from the second Person making a part 
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of himself, or from the Father who was with him ? Is 
not his language here, even in his highest capacity, that 
of the Christ or Messiah, the language of a being de* . 
pendent for knowledge and favor on another ? 

<^He that will do his will shall know of the doctrine 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself." 
II* God or a Person of the Trinity made a part of that 
<^ myself," then this contrast between God and himself 
could Iiave had no meaning. Does it not evidently 
imply that without divine inspiration, the person who 
speaks would have had no authority ? Is not this then 
a virtual denial of the doctrine of the two natures ? 

But it is in vain to multiply arguments and quota- 
tions. I have said enough already, I hopCj to convince 
every unprejudiced mind, of the utter impossibility of 
identifying or detecting a shadow of evidence (^ the 
existence of a second Person of the Trinity in Jesus. 
We have proved that he never did or said anything, 
or prompted Jesus to say or do anything, for we have 
proved by his own uniform declaration, that the Father 
was the only agent in all that was miraculous in him. 
It was by the Holy Spirit, or power of God communi- 
cated to him, that he did his wonderful works, because 
'^ God gave not the Spirit by measure unto him." 

What then becomes of the Second Person in the 
Trinity ? It becomes a non-entity. We cannot trace 
bim by anything that he has done in the heaven above, 
nor the ^trth beneath. He is not wanted for the as- 
sistance of God the Father, nor can we trace him in 
Jesus Christ. He is discovered to be a mere fiction, 
4Mr phantom of tlie human imagination. It was begot- 
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len then by carrying -back the epithet " Son of God" 
into the ages of eternity where it did not belong, and 
nnaking that to belong to the Godhead which was only 
applicable to Jesus the Messiah. Do you ask me, what 
then' was the " Son of God, or the Son ?" I answer, 
Jesus the Messiah was the Son of God. Do you ask 
why ? I answer, I have already given one reason. I 
will now give y^i^u another. Son of God was a title 
which the Jews bestowed -on their Messiah without any 
reference to his nature whatever. It was nearly sy- 
nonymous with Messiah, or quite."" Do you ask me 
how I prove this ? Turn to the first chapter of John. 
There it is said, that Philip findeth Nathaniel, and saith 
unto him, " We have found him, of whom Moses in 
the law and the prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of Joseph." It seems to have been no objec- 
tion in the mind of Philip that the Messiah should have 
been indeed the son of Joseph, as he appears to have 
no knowledge of his miraculous conception. 'Nathan- 
iel comes with this impression that he is the son of 
Joseph, and after witnessing in him proofs of miracu- 
lous knowledge, he exclaims, " thou art the Son of 
God, thou art the King of Israel ;" not a Person of 
the Trinity, for nothing could have been more shock- 
ing to a Jew then and now, " but thou art the Messiah." 
When Peter, convinced by his miracles, expressed 
his faith in his Master, he said, " thou art the Christ 
the Son of the living God." This is in Matthew. 
Mark, in relating the same transaction, affirms that 
Peter said simply, "thou art the Christ." This shows 
^that ' Christ' and * Son of God' were synonymous, for 
6* 
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if Son of God added any meaniDg, especially such a 
tremendous meaning as a Person of the Trinity, Mark 
would certainly not have omitted it. Otherwise one 
Gospel, which went to one parC of the world, would 
have taught that Peter said, he was the Messiah or 
Christ, and the other that he was the Second Person 
of the Trinity. There is no reason to doubt then, that 
^ the Christ' and the ^ Son of God' mean one and the 
same thing. 

When Jesus was arraigned before the Jewish coun- 
cil, they asked him, " Art thou the Christ, tell us ?" 
" Hereafter," says he, " ye shall see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of Power." They understand- 
ing him to say he was the Messiah, said all, ^^ Art thou 
then the Son of God ?" As much as to say, you admit 
then that you are the Messiah or Christ. Can anything 
be plainer then than that they are synonymous ? 

Let us now examine his own account of this matter. 
He was .accused of claiming for himself by the appro- 
priation of thi^ title, precisely what the advocates of 
the Trinity now claim for him, an equality with God. 
And let it be observed, that this interpretation, wliich 
his friends now put upon his language, originated with 
bis enemies. Did he admit that it was the true inter- 
pretation, that he was equal with God in any sense, as 
in truth and candor he most have done, were he really 
so? Would he who afterwards died to sustain the 
claim which he made before the assembled council of 
his nation, ' I am the Christ,' would he have shrunk 
from maintaining at any hazard that he was God or 
equal to God, had he been so in reality ? Would he 
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have evaded the true iDference by giving a wrong rea-' 
8on? Would the great Martyr to the truth, have 
evaded, instead of avowing such an all-important truth 
as his own divinity ? Impossible ! If the title Son of 
God had belonged to him as the Second Person of the 
Trinity, would he have put it off upon his divine com- 
mission, his having been sanctified and sent into the 
world? His words then, interpreted according to the 
common rules of candor and plain dealing, are a dis- 
claimer either of this title being applicable to him as 
being a Person of God, or derived imnoediotely from 
him. Jesus answered them, " Is it not written in your 
law, I said ye are gods. If he called them gods unto 
whom the word of God came, and the Scripture cannot 
be broken, say ye of him whom the Father hath sanc- 
tified and sent into the world, -Thou blasphemest be- 
cause I said, I am the Son of God !" One of-' the Per- 
sons of the Trinity sanctified and sent into the world 
by another ! Impossible. Sending into the world 
cannot go farther back than his divine mission to man- 
kind. 

It is tliis expression, " Son of God," a title of the 
Messiah in the time of Christ and only equivalent to it, 
and so perfectly well understood at that time, which, 
handed down to after times, has led men's thoughts 
back into eternity and made the substratum of a Sec- 
ond Person in the Deity, against every principle of the 
religion of the Jews and every principle of reason and 
common sense. 

When this substratum is swept away, by applying 
^< Son of God" as it was first applied, then the Second 
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Person falls with it, and there remains to us " one God 
the Father," in one Person. In the emphatic words of 
Scripture, " There is one God, and one Mediator be- 
tween God and man, the man Christ Jesus." 

It may now perhhps be asked how we interpret the 
first chapter of John. We answer, that it harmonizes 
with this explanation precisely. And it is the only ex*-- 
planation with which it will harmonize. 

Is there one word in that chapter about a Trinity of 
Persons ? " In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God." It 
does not say was the Second Person in God, but was 
the whole God, the whole Deity. As well might you 
say that Eternal Life was a fourth Person in God. For 
John says in one of his £pistles, ^< that Eternal Life 
which was with the Father and was manifested to us." 
" The Word was made flesh," not literally, because 
God, a pure spirit, either first Person or second, cannot 
become flesh or anything else, but dwelt in, or was mani- 
fested through a man ; as you will find that flesh, when 
not contrasted with spirit, generally in the Scriptures 
stands for man, without regard to the distinction of 
body and soul. To this corresponds that expression 
which we chose for our text, " The Father that dwell- 
eth in me, he doeth the works." " He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father." " Believest thou not that 
I am in the Father and the Father in me ?" He never 
said " the Son or Second Person of the Trinity dwell- 
eth in me," as he must have said, had the doctrine of 
the Trinity been true. He was the Son himself, in 
.virtue, as we have seen, of being the Messiah. 
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We now leave it to all candid minds to say, if we 
have not made out the positions we laid down at the 
commencement of this discourse, that there is no evi« 
dence of the existence of such a Being as the Second 
Person of the Trinity in Christ. That we have indeed 
no evidence of the existence of such a Person at alU 
That the Father was the Agent, and the only Agent, 
in all that was miraculous in what he did and said. In 
so proving, do we lessen the dignity of ine Saviour ? 
Do we impair his divine authority ? We humbly con- 
ceive we do not. We conceive that the Father, the 
whole Deity, dwelling in Christ, is fully competent to 
all the purposes for which a Second Person of a Trini- 
ty would be. 

As to the preexistence of that pure and undivided 
spirit, which was the soul of Jesus, that is another ques- 
tion entirely foreign to our present purpose. Let ev- 
ery one form his own opinion on that, as he finds evi- 
dence. Suffice it to have been proved, that it was not 
God, nor a Person of God. 

Carry home to the study of your Bibles this simple 
proposition, that * Son of God' and * Christ' or * Messi- 
ah' are equii^alent terms, and were so in the time of 
our Lord, and the New Testament will be a plain, in- 
telligible book, disencumbered of those embarrassm'ients 
which made it a book of riddles. All that confusion 
and contradiction which arises from applying this term 
to the Godhead will vanish, and God will appear as he 
is, one Person, one Mind, one Spirit, " the blessed on- 
ly Potentate, who alone hath immortality abiding in him- 
. self." The person of Christ will be relieved from all 
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efnbarrassmeiit. That unaccountable union of incon- 
gruous natures will be made unnecessary, that incredi- 
ble shifting and changing of person and natures, made 
neces^ry by the Trinitarian hypothesis, is removed, 
and we have him, one mind, one spirit, " Jesus of Naz- 
areth, whom God anointed with the Holy Ghost and 
with power, exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to 
give repentance to Israel and remission of sins, so that 
he is able to save to the uttermost, all who come unto 
God through him." It relieves, and only can relieve, 
from utter inconsistency and contradiction, such pas- 
sages as these, " The Son can do nothing of himself." 
« Of that day and hour knoweth not the Son." " The 
Father hath given the Son to have life in himself," and 
many others like them. 
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LECTURE III. 



THE PERSONALITY AND DEITY OF THE HOLY 
SPIRIT. 

1 CORINTHIANS, II. 11. 

** FOK WHAT MAK KNOWETH THE THINGS OF A MAK, 8ATB THE SPIRIT 
OF MAN WHICH IS IN HIM ? EVEN SO THE THINGS OF GOD KNOWETH 
NO MAN, BUT THE SPIRIT OF GOD." 

The subject to which I invite your attention this 
evening, is the ii^quiry, whether the Holy Ghost or the 
Holy Spirit be a Person of the Trinity, equal in power 
and glory to the Father, or whether it be not the es- 
sence, or power, or influence of" God, and no more to 
be considered as a person separate from him, than the 
spirit or soul of man is to be considered as a person 
separate from the man himself. To those, whose habits 
of thought had not been formed by any other traditional 
hypothesis, the passage we have just quoted might seem 
to be decisive of the point. For it expressly asserts, 
that the spirit of God sustains the same relation to 
God, which the spirit of man sustains to man. As no 
one would think of Starting the hypothesis, that the 
•ottl of man was a distinct person, so we should sup* 
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pose no one would think of asserting, that the Spirit 
of God was a person distinct from God himself. But 
such a doctrine has been asserted. It is affirmed of it, 
that it is a Person distinct from God the Father, equally 
possessing all divine attributes, equal in power and 
glory, having distinct and original agency in the uni- 
verse ; of course entitled to an equal share of our 
worship, love and regard. This position we intend to 
discuss. But before we do so, we would remark, that 
much less is said on this point, than on the Deity of 
the second Person. It seems to be taken for granted, 
that if the Deity of the second Person can be estab- 
lished, there will be no objection to admitting a Third. 
We can sympathize with this feeling in sotne measure, 
for as soon as the simple unity of the Divine Nature is 
once broken in upon, we see no reason why we may 
not as readily admit three Persons as two. But then 
tBe wonder begins, why there shouM have been no 
more. Th6re certainly can be no peculiar magic, or 
any especial sacredness in the number three. We can 
see no reason in the thing abstractly considered, and 
by one previously unacquainted with the subject, why 
there should be three Persons in the Divine Nature 
rather than five. But five Persons in the Divine Na- 
ture would be shocking. So, we reply, would three 
be shocking, were we not accustomed to it by long 
familiarity of sacred association. 

Another thing is quite remarkable in this matter. 
There are many, who either have no distinct ideas of 
the Personality of the Holy Spirit, or who do not re- 
gard it as a Person, but still call themselves and claim 
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to be Trinitarians. How two Persons can constitute a 
Trinity, we confess ourselves unable to understand. 

For ourselves, we consider it a matter of more seri- 
ous import. An object of worship is not to be admit- 
ted into our minds without evidence, lest we give the 
peculiar, glory of God to another. We propose, there- 
fore, to consider what evidence ought' to satisfy us of 
the existence and claims of such a Person upon our 
regard as equal with God the Father. He ought, in 
the first place, to appear as often and conspicuously, 
both in the Old and New Testament, as God the Fa- 
ther. He ought to have as much original and inde- 
pendent action ascribed to him. He ought to be as 
often worshipped by inspired persons. He ought, in a 
great majority of cases, when he is spoken of, to have 
a name and attributes which imply personality ; and 
the places in which he is spoken of as an influence or 
power of God, dhght to be very few in comparison to 
those in which his personality is implied, or understood, 
or expressed. 

Now I would appeal to all who hear me, if when 
they turn inwardly to their own minds, they find among 
those ideas which they have formed from the Word of 
God, the same clear conception of personality when 
they think of the Holy Spirit, which they have when 
they think of God or Jesus ? Is there not something 
extremely vague in your ideas ? When you think of 
the Deity, do your thoughts as often fix themselves on 
the Holy Spirit, as on the Father ? What can be the 
cause of this, but that the Scriptures, from which you 
derive your ideas of the Divine Nature, express on 
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every page in bold relief the personality of the Father, 
while th^y leave that of the Holy Spirit, in dim obscu- 
rity ? 

Next consider the very name by which it is called, 
/Ae Holy Spirit. Is this the name of a person, or of a 
thing ? It is in the original language of the New Tes- 
tament in the neuter gender, and the pronoun which 
refers to it is It. Would this be the case were it a 
person ? It is without a proper name. What being, 
what person is there throughout the universe, without 
a proper name to distinguish him from every other 
individual ? " Jehovah," said God, that is my nanrie."' 
Jesus was the proper name of the Saviour. The Holy 
Spirit is not a proper name. Proper names, names of 
individuals, do not admit the article before them, un- 
less to distinguish them from others of the same name 
or kind. Spirit is a general term, applicable to many 
separate existences, applicable to men, to angels, or 
devils, as well as to states and dispositions of the mind. 
Holy is an epithet apparently to distinguish it from 
other spirits which are unholy. Now does not this 
very language imply that there is no person intended 
by this expression ? Besides, it is quite as often called 
" the Spirit of God." And whenever this is the case, 
the very words show that there is no personality in- 
tended^ separate from God the Father. 

In the next place, the Holy Spirit was never recog- 
nized as a Person by the Jews. This ()ersonality, if it 
really existed, must have been quite as necessary for 
their knowledge and recognition as ours. It would, 
one would think, have been made a subject of express 
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revelation. But we find that Moses was entirely igno- 
rant of any such doctrine. He prays to but one Per- 
son, and commands the Israelites to worship but one. 
Especially is it singular, that the Jew^ should not have 
known this doctrine, as the very same action and office 
is ascribed to the Holy Spirit, in the Old Testament as 
in the New. We have the devotions of the most pious 
and enlightened Jews for many ages, and yet not one 
address to the Holy Spirit, nor one recognition even of 
his personality. And yet the men of modern days, to 
whom the language of the Jews has become a dead lan- 
guage, profess to discover in their sacred books a doc- 
trine which was delivered to them in their vernacular 
tongue, if delivered at all, but which they never discov- 
ered. Maimpnides, one of their most learned and ju- 
dicious Rabbins, and one who had a most perfect un- 
derstanding of the Old Testament, enumerates six dif- 
ferent significations of the word spirit ; the fifth and 
sixth of which are these. "It signifies the divine in- 
fluence, inspiring the prophets, by virtue of which they 
prophesied." " I will take, says God, of the Spirit 
that is in thee and put it upon them. And the Spirit 
rested on them." " The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, 
and his word was in my tongue." It signifies likewise 
will, design, purpose. " Who hath directed the Spirit 
of the Lord, or being his counsellor, hath taught him." 
" It is evident, therefore, that the word spirit, when 
spoketi of God, is to be understood always in one or 
the other of these meanings." Such then is the dis- 
interested testimony of a Jew, a partizan to none of 
the controversies which have prevailed among Christians. 
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If such a person then were a Person of the Trinity, 
and of course an object of worship, is it not utterly un- 
accountable that the world should have stood four thou- 
sand years, a revelation being made to man for a great 
part of that time, and mankind not have been taught 
one word upon the subject ? Is it not utterly incredible ? 

In the next place, and what is comjdete demonstra- 
tion, there is no instance, from the beginning of the 
Bible to the end, of any worship being paid to the 
Holy Spirit. We have in the Old Testament and th^ 
Jf ew almost innumerable acts of devotion, but not oo^ 
prayer has ever been made to the Holy Spirit Nay, 
we have occasional visions of the worship of heaven* 
But in none of them do we ever catch a glimpse of the 
third Person. We hav^ a vision of Isaiah, in the sixth 
phapter of his prophecy, in the following remarkable 
words. '' In the year that king Uzziah died, I saw ali- 
so the Lord sitting upon a throng, high and lifted up. 
And his train filled the temple. Above it stood the ser- 
iiphims, each one had six wings ; with twain he cover- 
ed his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and 
with twain he did fly. And one cried unto another 
and said. Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of Hosts, the 
whole earth is full of his glory." . Do we here perceive 
any trace of a third, or even a second Person ? " The 
Loid our God is one." 

Another instance we have of heavenly worship is, in 
the Revelation of St. John. He beheld a door in heav- 
en, and was caught up and heard and saw the worship. 
A throne was set in heav^i and' One sat on the throne. 
The hosts around the throne cry day and night ; Holy, 
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Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty which was, and is, 
and is to come. Then " the four and twenty elders 
fall down before him that sat on the throne, and wor- 
ship him that liveth forever and ever ; and cast their 
crowns before the throne saying, thou art worthy^ O ! 
Lord, to receive glory, and honor, and power, for thou 
hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are 
and were created."^ Is there any mention here of a 
second or a third Person ? How can this be account- 
ed for, if the Holy Spirit were a Person equal to the 
Father ? Afterwards, while God is still upon the throne, 
Jesus Christ is introduced, in the form of '^ a Lamb, 
slain- from the foundation of the world." H-e is found 
worthy to take the book and open the seals, which when 
he has accomplished, the whole assembly break out in 
his praise, not as God you will perceive, for they praise 
him for entirely different reasons from those on account 
of which they worshipped God, who had created all 
things. " Thou art worthy to take the book, and to 
open the seals thereof, for thou wast slain, and hast re- 
deemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation." Here you per- 
ceive that Jesus is represented as an entirely different 
being from God. He is not on the throne, but a lamb 
before the throne, and is praised, not on account of di- 
vine attributes, but because he is found worthy to open 
the book of God's designs, and make them known, and 
had redeemed the saints by his blood. 

But where is the third Person, the Holy Spirit ? If 
he be equal to God the Father, his glory ought to fill 
heaven and earth, his praise should be as much cele- 

7* 
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braled -^siB that of the One that sat upon the throna. 
But in none of these visions can we catch the least 
glimpse of such a person, or of any recognition of him, 
or any worship paid to him. 

Christians, 1 think, ought to reflect much and serious- 
ly, before they add the Holy Spirit to the number of 
the objects of their worship. How can they worship a 
third Person, utterly unauthorized by one single instance 
or example in the sacred Scriptures ? There are many 
instances of our Saviour's devotions in the gospels. 
Making any supposition you please with regard to him, 
if the Holy Spirit be a Person^ and entitled to equal 
honor and glory, possessing an equal share in the ad- 
ministration of the universe, is it not strange, that be 
should not have prayed to him ? He certainly knew 
all the facts, and yet he prays, << Our Father who art in 
heaven." He instructs his disciples to model their 
prayers after a formula, which contains not the slightest 
allusion to the Holy Spirit. At one time, he says, <^ I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth." At 
another, "Father, the hour is come." At another, 
" Father, glorify thy name." Who was the object of 
the adorations of the first Christians^? Hear them wor- 
shipping immediately after the ascension of Chri^. 
^'Lord thou art God, who hast made heaven and 
earth ;" not one word of adoration to Christ or the.Ho- 
ly Spirit. Who was the object of Paul's worship, who 
professed to be divinely inspired ; " I bow my koees 
unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." Jesus is 
to be acknowledged to be Lord, to whose glory ? not 
the Father and the Holy Ghost, but of God the Father. 
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After aH this entire negation of any worship to the 
Holy Spirit, is it not slbsolutely amazing that a commiA- 
nity of Christians, who profess to derive their religion 
from the Bible, can be heard to pray in such language 
as this, " O ! God, the Holy Ghost have mercy upoj> 
us?" Point, if you can, to a single passage of Scrip- 
ture, in which such a petition caa find the least shadow 
of a precedent or a justification. Here, then, is a new 
object of worship, unknown as such to patriarchs and 
prophets, to Christ and his apostles. Consider well, 
when j'ou hear this petition, the commandment, "Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 
thou serve." Examine your Bibles, and see if you can 
find any model of prayer, which contains such an ex- 
pression as this ; " O ! holy blessed and glorious Trin- 
ity, three Persons in one God, have mercy on us." 

I shall now offer to your consideration two passages 
of the New Testament, which seem to my mind ex- 
pressly, and in so many words to deny the existence of 
any such separate omniscient Pei;son as the Holy Spir- 
it, a Person of the Godhead. It is said, " Of that day 
and that hour knoweth no man," but the original goes 
larther ; there the negation is universal, as it was plain- 
ly intended, there it is, " no one," no intelligent being, 
as the enumeration plainly interprets it, in the univer^, 
except the Father. Could this be the case, if there 
were such a person in the Dehy as the Holy Spirit, 
equal in every attribute, in knowledge jto the Father? 
He certainly must have known as well as the Father, 
had he the same perfections. This declaration of Christ 
denies and disproves his existence. 
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The second passage is one in which Christ declares 
the fulness of his knowledge of divine things, together 
with the fact, that no one on earth at that time, fully 
understood his character, or comprehended the purposes 
of his mission. " All things are delivered to me of my. 
Father, and no man," literally no person, no intelligent 
being, " knoweth who the Son is, but the Father, arid 
who the Father ^s but the Son, and he to whom the 
Son will reveal him." Now neither of these assertions 
could be true, were there a third Person of the Trinity 
possessing omniscience, and an equal degree of know- 
ledge with the Father. In making this denial of univer- 
sal being, does he not deny the personality and Deity 
of the Holy Ghost ? Words to this effect as it appears 
to me, could scarce be plainer. 

In the next place, we say the Holy Spirit does not 
mean a person, because it is often spoken of as the es- 
sence of God himself, and not intended to be distin- 
guished from him. It is spoken of as his Spirit, in a 
way which indicates its belonging to himself, as his 
property, in a manner entirely inconsistent with his dis- 
tinct and independent personality. " Whith^ shall I 
go from thy Spirit, or whither shall I flee from thy pres- 
ence," that is, manifestly from thee ; for he immediate- 
ly adds, " If I ascend up into heaven, thou art therfe." 
" But they rebelled and vexed his Holy Spirit." The 
same thing is in otfier places represented immediately 
of God himself. " Yet they tempted and provoked the 
most high God, and kept not his testimonies." " And 
the Lord said unto Moses, how long will this people 
provoke me ?" 
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As the Spirit of God is often put for his spiritual ^es- 
sence, in itself considered, so it is often put for th^t es* 
sence considered in action as pervading the universe, 
and secretly working the will of the Deity. In this 
sense it is synonymous with the power of God. " By 
Ihe word of the Lord were the heavens made, and all 
the host of them by the breath," literally, " Spirit of his 
mouth." By his Spirit he hath garnished the heavens, 
his hand hath formed the crooked serpent." << Is the 
Spirit of the Lord straightened ?" " The Lord's hand 
is qot shortened that it cannot save." Then it is evi- 
dent that the Spirit of God, the word of God, and the 
hand of God, mean all the same thing, that is, his pow- 
der, his essence in action. If any proof were wanting 
of this, we have it in the next passage I shall quote. 
It is the angel's message to Mary* " The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee, and the power of the highest 
shall overshadow thee." This is evidently one of those 
passages, so frequent in the Scriptures, expressing the 
same thing in two different phrases, of similar significa- 
tion. 

" If I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the 
kingdom of God is come unto you." In another place, 
" If I, by the finger of God, cast out devils." So the 
6nger of God and the Spirit of God, in the language 
of Jesus, signify the same thing, that is the power of 
God, or as it is afterward more fully explained by the 
apostle Peter, " Ye men of Israel hear these words, Je- 
iBus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you, 
by nairacles, and wonders, and signs, which God did by 
him in the midst of you as ye. yourselves also know." 
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Nothing can be plainer, or more explicit, or more de- 
cisive, than this speech of Peter, of this whole subject. 
God the Father was the only agent in all that was mi- 
raculous in Christ, and the Holy Spirit is his power. 

In the next place, we say, that the Holy Spirit is noj 
a person, because it is used in Scripture to signify gifts 
and endowments, miraculously bestowed by God, of su- 
perhuman power, knowledge, wisdom and understand- 
ing. -" I have filled him," saith God, of the chief work- 
man of the Tabernacle, " with the Spirit of God, in wis- 
dom, in understanding and in knowledge, and in all 
manner of workmanship." " And the Lord said unto 
Moses, Gather unto me seventy of the elders of Israel, 
and I will take of the Spirit which is upon thee and 
put it upon them. And the Lord came down in a 
cloud and spake unto him, and took of^he Spirit which 
was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders. 
And it came to pass when the Spirit rested upon them» 
they prophesied." 

Can this be a person, which God thus communicated 
to the elders of Israel ? Is not the spirit of prophecy 
here communicated by God himself, instead of the Third 
Person in the Trinity ? If there arise any doubt, let us 
hear what David says of himself in this very matter. 
" The Spirit of the Lord spake by me, his word was in 
my tongue. The God of Israel said, the Rock of Isra- 
el spake to me ; he that ruleth over nien must be just, 
ruling in the fear of God." No intermediate agent cer- 
tainly was here, in the mind of David. No personality 
of the Spirit is even hinted. *•' And there shall come 
forth a rod out of the stem of Jtssse, and the Spirit of 
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the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord." These are 
cettainly miraculous gifts and power, not a Person. 

Thus we perceive that we can detect not a shadow 
of evidence in the Old Testament, of the personality 
of the Holy Spirit. We now come down to the New. 
Every thing in the Hebrew Scriptures is directly op- 
posed to this supposition. It is not to be supposed that 
any change took place in the Divine Nature at that 
time, so we are to interpret the language of the New 
Testament on this subject in accordance with the doc- 
trine of the Old. And we find that as far as our Sav- 
iour is concerned, there is an exact coincidence between 
the new and the old dispensations. Jesus represents 
the Father as the only agent in all that was miraculous 
in his ministry. Much more, frequent mention, how- 
ever, is made of the Holy Spirit toward the latter part 
of his ministry than in the former, and through the 
Acts and Epistles, than in any other part of the Bi- 
ble. This arises from the different manner in which 
the Gospel was^t up in the world from the law. The 
Mosaic dispensation came with outward demonstration. 
External miracles, but slightly connected with persons, 
accompanied the Israelites for forty years, and demon- 
strated to them the divine origin of their law. 

The Gospel, on the other hand, came not with ob- 
servation or outward show. It was borne witness to 
by God, by the miraculous powers conferred on indi- 
viduals. In the words of the Evangelist, " And they 
went forth, and prei^ched every where, the Lord work- 
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mg with them, and confirming the word with signs Mh 
lowing." 

The whole evidence, on which the establishment of 
Christianity depended, was miraculous powers confer- 
red on individuals. They were so operated upon by 
divine power, that from timid, obscure, and uneducated 
men, they becatiie bold, eloquent and unembarrassed ; 
they had a coliectedness and a wisdom on sudden 
emergencies, to. which, in their former lives, they had 
been strangers. They possessed, likewise, miraculous 
knowledge and power, could speak langu^es with 
which they were before unacquainted. They possessed 
the power of communicating these divine gifts to their 
converts, by the imposition of their hands and prayer. 
The possession of these gifts not only demonstrated to 
the world the verity of their commission, but likewise 
was a source of the greatest comfort and encourage- 
ment to themselves, as it made them confident in their 
cause, and certain of the presence and favor of God. 
These powers continued with the apostles during their 
lives. From this circumstance it is, that the Holy Spirit 
is so frequently mentioned in the apostolic writings, in 
the Acts, and in the Epistles. 

But our inquiry is, whether it is represented and con- 
sidered by the apostles as a person of the Trinity equal 
to God the Father. It is a dogma of the Church of 
England, recited in their litany, that the Holy Ghost 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. But even this 
dogma is expressly contradicted in Scripture. It does 
not appear that Christ, even in his glorified condition, 
after his resurrection from the dead, had the power te 
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send the Spirit ; fw he promiaeB that he " will pray iim 
Father, and he shall give you another Comforter." In 
conformity to this, hear what Peter says in his first 
speech after the ascension. '^ This Jesus hath God 
mised up, whereof we are all witnesses. Therefore^ 
being by the right Imnd of God exalted, and having re- 
ceived of the -Father the promise of the Holy Gboet," 
or the Holy Spirit, whiqh he had promised, ^< he hath 
shed forth this, which ye now see and hear." Hear 
him on another occasion^ ^^ The God of our Fathers 
hath raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on 4 
tree. Him hath God exalted with his right hand to b^ 
a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, 
and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses of these 
things and so is the Holy Ghost which" (not whom al^ 
our translators have with singular disingenuoosnesd 
rendered it) <^God hath given to those who obey 
him." 

We deem these passages sufficient to show that the 
apostles considered God the Father to be the only agent 
in all their miraculous works, and if Christ is at atiy 
time rejH^sented as sending the Holy Spirit, it is to be 
understood, according to his own declaration, to be sent 
by God at his instance, or in confirmation of his mis- 
sion, and the establishment of his Grospel. So are we 
to understand his promises of assistance that he would 
be with and as^st them as long as they lived, or till 
Judaism was done aw^y, and Christianity set up in it6 
stead. . God, by sending them a supernatural knowledge 
of their religion, and memory of what Christ had taught 
them, with the power of working miracles, supplied hi$ 
8 
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{dtce, enabled theai to carry on tlieir work as if be were 
still with them. 

And here comes in the great and sole argument on 
which the personality of the Holy Spirit is founded* 
Jesus personified it in his conversation with his disci- 
ples in his last interview with them, when he promised 
them divine aid. <' I will pray the Father, and he shall 
send you another Comforter," or more literally, " teach- 
er, that he may abide with you forever, even the Spirit 
of truth." Here it is asked, if the Spirit were not a 
person, why should Christ in this place have personified 
It ? We reply that this form of speech arose out of the 
circumstances of the case. He was comforting them 
ki the prospect of leaving them. ^' You will not be 
forsaken, for my place as your teacher and comforter 
will be filled by aniple communications of immediate 
inspiration. You shall not be without a teacher and 
comforter, for the divine communications of knowledge 
and power, which God shall give you, to enable you to 
carry on the work of preaching and establishing the 
Gospel, shall guide you into all the truth." 

Now this conversation is the only unequivocal in- 
stance thrdbghout the Bible of personification of the 
Holy Spirit. To my mind it is infinitely more probable 
to suppose that what is in reality a thing, and is so rep- 
resented in a vast majority of cases, should be occa- 
sionally personified, than that a Person should be almost 
universally represented as a thvpg, and in a few cases 
only spokeh of as it really is, as a Person. Exceptions 
prove a rule, not disprove it. If you consider this as 
proving the personality of the Spirit, then you make a 
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solitary e^tceptton the rule, and a vast majority of cases, 
more than fifty to one, the exceptions. On the same 
principle you might make the Grace o( God a person. 
For Paul says that he has done certain things, " yet not 
I but the Grace of God which was in me." So has he 
personified Sin and Death. But it is answered that 
the general tenor of Scripture represents grace as the 
favor or assistance of God, and not a person. So we 
answer that the Scriptures generally represent the Holy 
Spirit as the essence, power, or influence of God, and 
not a person. 

But it is always safe to interpret language by facts. 
What Christ promised really came to pass. After his, 
ascension the Holy Spirit came, but how ? In a per- 
sonal foft-m ? Let us read the record. '^ And suddenly 
there came a sound from heaven, as of a mighty wind, 
and it filled the house where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, 
and it sat upon each of them. ^And they were filled 
with the Holy Ghost." Does this seem like a person, 
or the miraculous power of God ? Hear the interpre- 
tation which Peter, one of the persons on whom it fell, 
gives of this transaction. << This is that which was 
spoken by the prophet Joel. And it shall come to pass 
in the last days (saith God) that I will pour out of my 
Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy ; and on my servants' and on my band- 
maidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit, and 
they shall prophesy." Can a person be poured out ? 
" I will pour out of my Spirit." Can a part of a person 
be poured out, and a part retained ?* Can a person be 
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divided among several ? ^' God also bearing them wit« 
ness both with signs and wonders, and with divers mir- 
acles and gifts of the Holy Ghost," literally divisions or 
distributions of the Holy Ghost. " Hereby we know 
that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath 
given us of his Spirit.'^ Now we ask, putting all these 
representations tc^ther, if it appears that the apostles, 
who received the Holy Spirit, understood it as a Per- 
son ? Had they considered it as a Person of the Trin- 
ity equal to the Father, is it to be supposed that they 
would have failed to have made him an object of wor- 
ship ? But they did no such thing. While under the 
influence of this Spirit they join in an act of worship, 
in which they address themselves solely to the Father, 
and attribute to his agency these very miracles said to 
he wrought by the Holy Spirit. " Lord thou art God, 
which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and 
all that in them is. And now Lord behold their threat- 
enings, and grant unto thy servants, that with all bold<^ 
ness they may speak thy word ; by stretching forth 
thiiie hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may be 
done in the name of thy holy child Jesus." 

Our argument is now closed. Let us sum it up, and 
consider it in the aggregate. We have said that the 
Holy Spirit is not a Person of the Trinity, or a person 
at all, because, in the first place, it is represented in 
Scripture as sustaining the same relation to God that 
the Spirit of man does to man. In the second place, 
I appealed to the personal experience and conscious- 
ness of all to say, if there were in their minds the same 
ground and material for the personality of the Holy 
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Spirit, which there is for thut of the Father and of 
Christ ? Thirdly, we inferred it was not a person, from 
its want of a proper name, the name by which it is 
designated being the name of a thing, not of a person, 
being in the neuter gender with neuter adjectives and 
pronouns to agree with it. Fourthly, it was never 
recognized nor worshipped by the Jews as a Person. 
The same general language respecting its office and 
operations is current and common in the Old Testa- 
ment, and yet no one appears to have considered it a 
Person, or other than the power or enei^y of Qod. 
Fifthly, and what seemed to us demonstration, there is 
no instance in the Bible, from the beginning to the end, 
of an act of worship being paid to the Holy Ghost. 
In the sixth place, we adduced two passages in Scrip- 
ture, which seemed to deny in so many words the ex- 
istence of a third equal and infinite Being in the uni-: 
verse. In the seventh place, we brought forward many 
instaifces, in which Spirit of God is evidently used for 
his power or essence, considered in action, and in all 
cases spoken of as his Spirit, in such a manner as is to- 
tally inconsistent with all idea of independent existence 
or action. In the eighth place, we argued that the one 
conversation of Christ, in which alone he was personi- 
fied, was an exception to the general tenor of the Scrip- 
tures, and therefore it would be irrational to make that 
the rule, and the other instances,^ in which it is spoken 
of as a power or influence, the exceptions. In the 
ninth place, we showed why Christ used this language, 
and compared it with the event, and the fact that the 
apostles never considered it a* person. 

8* 
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If, when there is in the Scriptures sacb a mass g€ 
•?ideiice against the personality and Deity of the Holy 
Spirit, any continue to regard it as a Person, and wor- 
ship it as such, all we can say is, they do so not only 
without one eiample in Scripture, without any author- 
ity whatever, except tradition, but against a nwiss of 
eridenee which, were it possible to abstract the subject 
from religious prejudices, would be absolutely irresistible. 

But it may be asked here, if the Spirit of God mean 
nothing but God himself, why should it ever have been 
ffK>ken of as in any measure distinct ? The answer co 
this is found in the fact that all the language of the Bi- 
ble is accommodated to humao conceptions, is human* 
ized, if I may so speak, v As we have no idea of pure 
spirit, we resort of course to something known, to shad* 
QW fnrth that which is unknown. In speaking of the 
IMty, we resort to human similitudes. Thus, in the 
very commeocement of the Bible, the Deity is repre^ 
aented as speaking when he created the w;Drld. Not 
that he really spoke, for this would involve the suppo- 
fiitioB of human organs and a material fran^. But it is 
ft way of representing the transi^ction in such a manner 
18 to be level with our conceptions and capacities. 
Jusft so is it with all those passages which represent the 
Deity as possessing human oi^ns, and human ways of 
reeeiviftg knowledge by means of the senses. Thus lie 
is said to ^' measure the waters in the hollow of his 
hand.^' " The eyes of the Lord are in every place." 
By this language it would seem that the Deity received 
Icnowledge in a manner similar to ourselves, by organs 
of vision, and that he was in one place in order to be 
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a spectator to what was happeniog in another. But it 
produces no error, for we all interpret it as a figurativo 
expression, meaning that the Deity, in some manner in- 
comprehensible by us, knows everything that takes 
place throughout the boundless extent of the universe. 

But men did not stop here in humanizing the Deity. 
They spoke not only of the hand, the arm, the eye of 
the Deity, but they spoke likewise of his Spirit or soul, 
as they spoke of the spirit or soul of man. But in this 
case, men have ultimately been misled by their own 
language, by being betrayed into a false analc^y. Be- 
cause n>an is made up of soul and body, the same idea 
is erroneously transferred to God, as if it were possible 
that he too consisted of two parts, — as if it were possi- 
ble fpr the Spirit of God to be anything but God him- 
self. It is not recollected that though a body may have 
a spirit, that a pure Spirit should have a spirit separate 
from itself, is a manifest contradiction. 

Yes, Christians, God is a spirit, his essence alone 
pervades all space. He is infinitely present to every 
particle of matter, and every intellectual soul through- 
out the universe. Every particle, and every soul is up- 
held in being, and in the exercise of all its powers, by 
him alone. If any of these particles, or any of these 
souls have varied from their ordinary action into any- 
thing miraculous, it has been by the exertion of His 
power. His volition. In the kinguage of the apostle, 
it is " God who workcth all in all." Ye do greatly err 
then, not knowing the Scriptures, when ye set up any 
other Spirit or Person besides this one all perfect and 
all pervading Spirit as an object of worship. 
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Think then, I beseech you, think seriously whenever 
or wherever you bear or see such a form of devotional 
address as this, " O ! God the Holy Ghost have mercy 
on me ;" think ff it be not utterly unscriptural, unjus- 
tified by any example or precept in God's word ; think 
if it be not a presumptuous human invention, which 
well deserves the rebuke of God, " who hath required 
this at your hand ?" 

The doctrine of the Trinity I believe to be a serious- 
obstacle to piety. It introduces, as we have seen, con- 
fusion into men's devotions, and imperfection into their 
ideas of God. Let us take for illustration, the Litany 
of the Episcopal church, to which we have just refer- 
red. Three Persons are introduced, and made three 
objects of worship, as if each and all were equally God. 
"O God, the Father of heaven, have mercy upon us; 
miserable sinners. O God, the Son, Redeemer of the 
world, have mercy upon us, miserable sinners. O God, 
the Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Father and the 
Son, have mercy upon us, miserable sinners." 

Now here are three objects of worship. But in or- 
der to make this worship signify anything, each of the 
three must sustain some practical relation to us, that is, 
the functions of Deity must be divided among them. 
Accordingly, to God the Father, is attributed the func- 
tion of Creator ; to God the Son, the function of re- 
deeming the world ; to God the Holy Ghost, the func- 
tion of " proceeding from the Father and the Son," 
and of thus being the medium of communication be- 
tween them and us. 

If each of these functions be a function of Deity, then 
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each oJT these Persons must perform oU the functions, 
or he IS not a perfect Deity to us. If tlie peculiar 
fuoetion of the Father be that of Creator, then the Son 
is not our Creator, and to us h^ is not perfect Deity. 
If the redemption of the world be a divine function, 
and the Father be not our Redeemer, then to us he 
wants just so much of perfect Deity. If the redemp*^ 
tion of the world be a delegated function, as most men 
in their hearts believ^ it is, then there is no propriety 
in worshipping the instrument, and exalting him to an 
equality with Him who uses him as an instrument 
There is no propriety in worshipping the Holy Ghost 
as God, even supposing it to be a person, for assenting 
the ministerial function of '< proceeding from the Father 
and the Son," and thus acting a* part subordinate to 
both. Such a multiplication of objects of worship, 
and such a gradation among them, confuses and debases 
the idea of God, and impairs and enfeebles the spiritual 
power of devotion upon the mind and heart. That the 
multiplication and gradation of objects of worship, is 
exceedingly dangerous, will appear from what has taken 
place in the Episcopal churcb. By introducing into 
the Deity a Person, a part of Whose nature is human, 
the human nature has become an object of adoration. 
God is worshipped for human incidents and sufferings, 
" By the mystery of thy holy incarnation, by thy holy 
nativity and circumcision, good Lord deliver us." God 
is worshipped for having been circumcised ! " By 
thine agony and bloody sweat. By thy cross and pas- 
sion, by thy precious death and burial." How can the 
livings, eternal and unchangeable God, be worshipped 
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for his d^th and burial ? Such are the consequences 
which flow from the violation of the fundamental prin- 
ciple of Judaism and Christianity, that God is one. 
The worshippers of on^ God in one Person may legiti- 
mately say to the worshippers of a Trinity of Persons, 
" Ye worship ye know not what. We know what we 
worship." We pray as Christ and his apostles did. 
We pray as all the inspired men of the Old Testament 
prayed. We worship but one Person, as they did. 
We cannot worship the Holy Ghost, because not one 
of them ever did so. " We cannot go beyond the word 
of the Lord, to do less or more." We are commanded 
to pray in the name of Christ.. ^^ In that day ye shall 
ask in my name." This we do. But we are forbid- 
den to ask anything of him. " In that day ye shall ask 
me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, that what- 
soever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give 
it you." 

In the Episcopal service, of which we have spoken, 
there is a frequent repetition of the form, <^ Glory be to 
the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, as it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
without end." This doxology is not found in the Bi- 
ble; and the assertion with which it closes, is wholly 
untrue. There was no glory to the Son or to the Holy 
Ghost in all the Old Testament. So there are four 
thousand years taken from the beginning. In the 
Christian church the Holy Gh«»9t was not worshipped, 
nor ever admitted into the Trinity even, till the coun- 
cil of Constantinople, in the year three hundred and 
eighty-one. 
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I have^but one more thought^ to add. It is said in 
Scripture, "Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you. If 
any man defile the temple of God, him shall God de- 
stroy." ^ 
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LECTURE IV. 



THE ATONEMENT. 

2 CORINTHIANS, V. 18, 19, 20. 

** And all things are of god, who hath beconciled us to him- 
self BT JESUS CHRIST, AND HATH GIVEN TO US THE MINISTRT OF 
reconciliation ; to wit, that god was in CHRIST, RECONCILING 
THE WORLD UNTO HIMSELF, NOT IMPUTING THEIR TRESPASSES UN- 
TO THEM ; AND HATH COMMITTED UNTO US THE WORD OF RECON- 
CILIATION. NOW THEN WE ARE AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST, AS 
THOUGH GOD DID BESEECH TOU BT US: WE PRAY TOU IN CHRIST'S 
STEAD, BE YE RECONCILED TO GOD." 

I AM not unaware that the denomination to which we 
belong have been accused of denying the atonement. 
I am persuaded that this charge is founded on a misap- 
prehension of our sentiments. We believe in the 
atonement. We believe in it precisely in the sense in 
which it is stated in that passage of Scripture I have ^ 
just read to you, and which passage 1 believe to be the 
fullest and most explicit statement of the doctrine to 
be found in the Scriptures. The wowl atonement, I 
scarcely need remind you, is found in the New Testa- 
ment but once, and there is used for a word in the 
original, which is everywhere else translated reconci- 
liation. Had it been translated reconciliation there, as 
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it ought lo kave been, much tiseless and anchristian 
controversy might have been saved. We believe that 
•there was an intimate connection between the death c^ 
Christ and human salvation ; we beKeve that he died 
for OS, that he ^' gave himself for us that he m^t re- 
deem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works." We believe, 
according to the text, that " God was in " or throu^ 
"Christ reconciling the world to himself," and that 
when Christ left the world, he committed the ministry 
of reconciliation to the apostles, and they to their suc- 
cessors, and that all faithful ministers are Christ's am- 
bassadors, by all the means of persuasion beseeching 
men to be reconciled to God., Men, when in a state 
of sin, are at variance with God. And the death of 
Christ has had, and still has a powerful influence in 
bringing about a4i at-one-ment, making them at one or 
reconciled together. 

Wo are wronged then, when it is said of us that we 
-deny the atonen^nt. We believe that the death of 
Christ has a powerful influence in bringing about a rec- 1 
cfflcitiation between God and man. So do those who I 
censure us. The only difference between us is, as to \ 
the mode in which his death wrought this eflfect. Those j 
who censure us say, that the death of Christ has an ef- : 
feet on Grod to reconcile him to us. We believe that ^ 
the change must be wrought in us. We must repent, 
reform, and be conformed to his will, before we can be 
at one with him. We believe tliat the embassage of 
reconciliation came from God to man ofiering terms of 
reconciliation, and that Christ was the ambassador. 

9 
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ConditioDs were offered through him to men, declaring 
what change must take place in their character and con- 
duct, before God would be on terms of peace with them. 
The embassage was not sent by men to God to change 
him, and make him favorable and ready tb show mercy. 
He is as merciful as he can be by nature. There is no 
change needed in him. The Scriptures inform us of 
no impediment or hindrance to his mercy, except the 
impenitence and obduracy of mankind. Creeds and 
catechisms declare that Christ died to reconcile God to 
man. The Scriptures seem to us to teach that he died 
to reconcile man to God. So we are accused of deny- 
ing the atonement, not because we do in fact deny it, 
but because we will not adopt the explanation which 
"others, not more infallible than we, choose to put upon 
it. As well might we hi our turn, accuse them of de- 
nying the atonement, because they will not adopt our 
explanation of it. 

What then is the commonly received doctrine of the 
Atonement ? It is thus stated in the thirty-nine Arti- 
cles of the Church of England, << Christ, very God and 
very man, who truly suffered, was crucified, dead and 
buried, to reconcile his Father to us." " The offering 
of Christ once made is that perfect redemption, propiti- 
ation and satisfaction for all the sins of the whole world, 
both original and actual." The Westminster Confes- 
sion thus expresses it, " The Lord Jesus, by his perfect 
. obedien<5e and sacrifice of himself, hath fully satisfied 
the justice of his Father, and purchased not only recon- 
ciliation, but an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom 
of heaven for all those whom 'the Father hath given 
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him." Let us consider what is contained in these prop- 
ositions. 

In the first place, God was angry with men, and his 
anger was appeased by the sufferings and death of 
Christ. In the second place, that he suffered the full 
penalty for all the sins of all mankind ; and thirdly, ( 
that he has purchased not only reconciliation, but an 
everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven for, \ 
those whom God has given him. As a counterpart to 
this, his righteousness is imputed to us, as our guilt is 
to him ; and his righteousness is the ground or reason 
of our acceptance with God, without respect to what ' 
we have done, either good or evil. 

Now we say, that all these doctrines are essentially 
incredible, and we mean by incredible so entirely incon- 
sistent with all we know of God, either from his works 
or his word, that we feel at once that such a system as 
this cannot make a part of his government. It does 
not agree with the facts of the case as stated in the 
Evan^lical narrative. It does not agree with the gen- 
eral representations of the Scriptures. 

In the first place, it does not agree with the facts of 
the case. Jesus came among the Jews in the character ' 
of their expected Messiah* He assumed the character 
of a divinely instructed teacher. He undertook to set 
up a new religion. His ministry is estimated to have 
continued about three years, most . of which lime he 
spent in instructing the multitudes which came to hear 
him. He chose twelve disciples, whom he more care- 
fully taught the principles of his religion. He com- 
manded men to repent and reform, and promised them 
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on condition tiwy did so, that their sins shoidd be blot- 
ted out arid forgiven. He said not one word of any 
impediment on the part of God. He said nothing of 
any act of his own, making the DeKy more propitioua 
to men than he otherwise would have been. He add^ 
ed moreover, what contradicts one part of ihis hypoth- 
esis, '' Bring forth fruits meet for repentance.'^ What 
is his whole sermon on the Mount, but one exhortation 
to practical righteousness ? Now how utterly superflu- 
ous this was^ if this righteousness was to be of no ad- 
vantage to them, and the whole ground of their accept- 
ance with God was to be his own righteouseess imputed, 
to them ? And he concludes his first and most in^or* 
tant discourse with these remarkable words, ^^ Whoso- 
ever heareth these sayings of mine aiid doeth them, I 
will liken him unto a wise man which built his house 
upon a rock.'* And what is the rock which he builds 
upon ? The imputed righteousness of Christ ? That 
is passed over in silence the most profound. The fact, 
he says, that he has done these commandments (rf Christ 
is the rock which storms and floods cannot wash away. 
But did bis preaching produce general repentance 
'and reformation ? It did not. And what was the rea- 
son ? Because they did not believe. Here then we 
see the necessity and agency of faith in procurii^ rec- 
onciliation or atonement. They did not repent, be- 
cause they did not believe that he brought them a com- 
mand from God to repent They did not believe him 
to be tlie Messiah as he claimed to be. That is, they 
rejected the ambassador whom God had sent. God 
was endeavoring through Christ to reconcile the world 
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to himself, when by wicked works they were enemies 
to him. He offered them forgiveness simply on the 
terms of repentance and reformation. All that was 
wanting on their part was faith. The immediate disci- 
ples became convinced, with one exception, and were 
reconciled to God. 

But the generality of the nation rejected him as their 
Messiah, and began to look upon him with hatred, and 
were determined to rid themselves of him and ruin his 
cause in the very inception. They therefore conspired 
together by false charges to take away his life. He 
was tried, condemned and crucified near the walls of 
Jerusalem. But for what was he condemned ? For 
adhering to the declaration that he was the Messiah. 
He was called before the council of the nation and sol- 
emnly interrogated by the high priest. " I adjure thee 
by the living God that thou tell us whether thou be the 
Christ ? And Jesus said, I am." Had he shrunk from 
that question and its consequences, there would have 
been an end of his religion and his mission. He died 
then a martyr to that one declaration, " I am the Christ," 
or Messiah. He sealed his mission, his embassy of re- 
pentance and reconciliation, with his blood. We have 
this affecting transaction described to us by the Evan- 
gelists in the most vivid and moving colors. And as 
we see him led forth to execution, and suspended on 
the cross, is there anything in it which would lead us 
to imagine that he, who hangs upon that cross, from 
the sixth hour to the ninth, bore all the punishment 
which was due to all the sins of. all the millions of the 
human race from the foundation of the world till its 
9* 
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close ? Sucb » the graphic power of the Evangelists 
that you cannot but place yourself in that ckiud of wit* 
nesses to the crucifixion, and would it ever ent^ your 
mind, that that barbarous and cruel murder could be 
oonsicbred in the light of an acceptable sacrifice to God ? 
Could those wicked hands who crucified and slew the 
meek and sinless Jesus, be offering up an acceptable 
sacrifice to the Father oU infinite compaction ? Could 
the Deity be more pleased with the race of mankind, 
when a portion of them had cruelly and unjustly put to 
death the most spotless being who had ever appeared 
on earth 7 These are speculations about which the Apos- 
tles are profoundly silent, and are added to the scene 
by the imaginations of later ages. But while the 
Evangelical narrative is entirely silent as to these 
supposed effects of the death of Christ, it does state ef*- 
fiects, which have been of unspeakable moment in the 
great ofiice of the Bedeemer, the reconciliation of the 
world to God. It drew upon him the intense and breath^ 
less gaze of that generation and all succeeding times. 
God did not need to be reconciled to man, — to be 
changed, appeased and satisfied. But there was need 
that sinRil man should be changed^ and brought into 
such a state as that the spontaneous mercy of God might 
be consistently extended to him. '^ And I," said he, 
" if I be lifted^ up from the earth, will draw all men un- 
to me." Myriads of hearts have been touched and 
melted to contrition^ and thus reconciled to God by 
that affecting spectacle. These few hours of suffering 
then, though they produced no effect on the Deity to 
make him more ready to pardon mankind, for ^^ God is 
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lo?e/' did produce on mankind an immensey inestima^ 
Ue effect. The death ol Christ was the mightiest agen- 
cy ever brought to bear upon the human mind. '^ Qod 
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son?, 
that whosoever believeth in him might not perish but 
have everlasting life." Lifted up upon the summit of 
Calvary, amid the multitudes of the Jewish nation a9« 
scmbled to keep the Passovec, " a spectacle to angek 
and to men/' hk dying and convulsed lips which had 
preached so much, and preached so much in vain, ad<* 
dressed the world in more moving language than they 
had ever uttered before, " Be ye reconciled to God." 
So the Jewish malice, instead of destroying him and/^ 
crushing his cause, fixed upon him the sympathies and 
the confidence of millions of hearts. It put his charac- 
ter to the highest test, and by the manner in which he 
went through it, displayed him to the world in such a 
^character of superhuman dignity, devotedness and be- 
nevolence, as to make an irresistible impression upon 
tlie human mind in that and every succeeding age» 
Wlio then does not perceive, that this tremendous ex- f 
hibition was intended to produce an impression on 
men and not on God ? There was no need of an im-» 
pression upon God to make him more merciful, for the 
very mission of Christ originated in love. " God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but 
have everlasting life." Now this was the very effect 
which his crucifixion had, to draw to him the attention 
and fix on him the belief of mankind, to lead them to 
accept the terms of repentance and reformation, which 
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it had been the labor of his ministry to offer and urge 
upon them. Thus it was that the sufferings and death 
of Christ took away the sins of men, in the only way in 
which they can be removed, by producing faith, repent- 
ance and reformation. Thus Christ suffered and died on 
account of the sins of mankind, because men were sin- 
ners, and to take away their sins, but did not suffer their 
penalty. Had he suffered the full penalty of all the sins 
of all mankind, then they must in justice have been dis- 
charged, whether they repented or not, and all the suf- 
ferings inflicted on men in consequence of sin, is exact- 
ing the penalty twice,* a proceeding which does not 
very well agree with those sentiments of justice which 
God has implanted within us. 

Besides^ the death of Christ operated in another way 
to produce faith, repentance, and remission of sin. The 
manner oP his death was public, witnessed by multi- 
tudes. It was officially procured and officially ascer- . 
tained. His body was placed under a guard of soldiers, 
and watched in a sepulchre hewn out of solid rock.^ 
What circumstances could have been devised by divine 
wisdom to render the miracle of his resurrection more 
striking and convincing to the world ? Thus it was, 
that the malice of the Jews prepared the way, in the 
most effectual manner, for God to place the grand seal 
of his authority on the mission of Christ, by raising him 
from the dead, in spite of all the powers of earth could 
do ; and thus he " brought life and immortality to light" 
from the tomb, which since the creation had been a 
land of shadows, doubts and darkness. When, there- 
fore, the angel came to roll away the stone from the 
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tbe door of tbe sepulchre, and thus open to man, to all 
future ages, un undying hope out of the very cavern* 
of the, grave, he found the way prepared, by all the at- 
tendhig drcumstances of his death and burial, to spread 
the tidings far and wide, and call the nations from the 
death of sin to a life of holiness^ Thus the malicious 
murder of Cbrist by the wise arrangement of Divine 
Providence, was made the most direct and efiieacioov 
means of promoting his cause, of reconciling tlie world 
to himself throij^ Jesus Cterist. These events did pro^ 
d«C6 a seiraation in the world which never was experi^ 
enced before nor since, and which manifests itself in 
erery page of tJie Acts of the Apostles. The accession 
of the Holy Spirit, or those miraculous powers which 
were bestowed upon the apostles, completed the evi- 
dence, and then men began to believe in great numbers, 
repented, reformed, '^ that they might not perish but 
have everlasting life.*' Thus, according to our text, 
Grod wi^ in or through Christ, reconciling^ the world to 
l^mself, not imputing to them their trespasses, and thus 
was committed to the apostles the ministry of reconcile 
iation ; and thef went every where, beseeching men in 
Christ^s stead " be ye reconciled to God." And what 
was in fact their preaching ? Hear Peter in one of his 
first discourses after the ascension. ^^ Repent and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out. Unto 
you first God having raised up his son Jesus, sent him 
to bkss you" — how — not by pacifying the wrath of God, 
or jufTering the penalty of sin, but "by turning away 
every one from his iniquities." What is the only con- 
dition upon which their sins should be blotted out ? 
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"Repent and be converted," or turned from your 
sins. 

Such appears to us to be the plain, historic statement 
of the ministry, the sufferings, the death and resurrec- 
tion of Jesus. These seem to us to be the real effects, 
which his death and the circumstances attending it, ac- 
tually had in the world and upon mankind. And we 
can have no doubt that these things were so arranged 
by infinite wisdom, in order to produce these effects. 
His death was a part of the great scheme of his mission 
to reconcile man to God. As it is simply and beauti- 
fully expressed by Paul. " Our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works. This agrees, as we conceive, 
with our views of the atonement ; that it consists in 
reconciling man to God, and not in reconciling God to 
man ; not in suffering the punishment due to men's sins, 
but in turning them away from their sins, and making 
them proper subjects of the mercy of God ; not in pur-^ 
chasing God's mercy, for that was infinite, free, and 
boundless before, or removing any impediment in him 
ta its exercise, but in removing the only impediment, 
the impenitence of man. 

Now let us consider the opposite doctrine.— '" Christ," 
say the Articles of the Church of England, " very God 
and very man ; who truly suffered, was crucified, dead 
and buried, to reconcile his Father to us. " The offer- 
ing of Christ once made, is that perfect redemption, 
propitiation and satisfaction for all the sins of the whok- 
world, both original and actual." The Westminster 
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Confemon says, *^ The Lord Jesus Christ by his perfect 
obedience, and sacrifice of himself, hath fully satisfied 
the justice of his Father, and purchased, not only rec- 
onciliation, but an everlasting inheritance in heaven for 
all those whom the Father hath given him/' 

It is u-gued in support of this doctrine of atonement, 
that God is infinitely just, and his infinite justice requires ^ J5 
a full penalty of every sin before it is forgiven. We 
answer then, if the debt is fully paid by another, it is 
not forgiven, so far as God is concerned. It is dis- 
charged. There is no forgiveness at all. If God has 
never forgiven a sin without exacting the full penalty, 
then he has never exercised an act of mercy in his ad- 
ministration of the universe. Can an usurer ever be 
said to forgive a debt, when he always compels either 
the debtor, or some one else to pay the whole sum ? 

We reply moreover, that we know God is merciful, 
for he has declared it in his holy word* from the foun- 
dation of the world. Hear his declaration to Moses. 
" The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long 
suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, keep- 
ing mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgres- 
sion and sin." Shall not we believe God's declaration 
concerning himself? Shall we believe that his mercy 
endureth forever, or shall we believe that this was ut- 
tered with some mental reservation, that he is merciful 
only when his mercy is purchased with a full equivalent 
of suffering? Mercy in its^ very nature is a relaxation 
of strict justice, is a remission of its exact awards. He 
who says God is just, in that sense of tenaciously exact- 
ing all, denies his mercy, a still more precious attribute 
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of the DiviDo perfeotioM. Besides, he deniet tlw Scrip- 
tures; for they ufiiforoily assert that God is mercifiil. 
But it is QO imputatioo on bis jiisiiee to say tfiat he is 
ntercilul. Injustice is punishing the ioaocent, or pmH 
ishing the guihy more than they deserve, or withhold- 
ii^ a proper or a promised reward from the righteous 
or the meritorious. It would i;>e unjust to exact the full 
amount of the penalty from the surety, and then oast 
the debtor into prison till he should pay over the whole 
amount himself. It would be unjust to exact, accord- 
ing to the creed, '* a full satirfaction for all the siM of 
all mankind" from Christ, and then e:Kict it again from 
them, by all the pains inflicted on sin in this world, an3 
the world to come. 

In the next place^ it is urged that an infinite sacri- 
£;> fice was necessary for the honor of God's law ; that 
J^ forgiveness without a substitute would weaken its au- 
r ^ i thority. But n>en must be careful that in honoring 
l]j'^ God's law, they do not dishonor him. To make this 

supposition, is to suppose that man was made for the 
law, and not tlie law made for man. This would sup- 
pose that the Divine government was like weak human 
governments, established merely to keep people iti or- 
der, and. not to consult their everlasting ha|;q>iness. 
The honor of such a government would b^ like the laws 
of Draco, written in blood, decreeing one and the same 
punishment, death, to the smallest and greatest ofliences. 
A government without mercy is what is called on earth, 
the government of a tyrant. Such an administration 
as that, while it honored the law would disiioiior God. 
The government of God is strictly parental. Oh ! how 
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wUch Ibis suppoaition wouM make it ! ^^ Like as a 
lalber pitieth his chiklreii, aa the Lord ptiiethi them thai 
fiear ium, for he kecmeth our frame» and rememiberetth 
that we are dust." Oh ! how different wottld such a 
God be from that Heavenly Father we have shown Ufl 
by Clnist in the parable of the prodigal so« I There 
our Heaveoly. Father, leader the character of the pa-% 
vent of the returning profligate, sees the sinner, while 
he is yet a great way off, and he " had compassion," 
spontaneous, not purchased, *^and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him^" This was intended by Cfirisl 
to shadow forth the Divine conduct towards sinners. 
But according to the hypothesis we are opposing, it ia 
not according to the truth. To have been true to the 
fact, he should have made the father, before he would 
pardon and receive his son, have insisted that the other 
brother should first undergo all the punishment which 
the prodigal had deserved. On the contrary, you per* 
oeive, that he asks nothing m6re than true penitence 
aiKl sincere reformation. 

In the next place, this dogma of an infinite satisfac* 
tion is supported by the following argument. Every 
sin is an infinite evil, because it is committed against 
an infinite Being. It therefore, requiresTan infinite sat* 
isfaction. Christ was the only Person, who could make 
this satisfaction, because he is God and man in one 
Person. But this argument is lame in two respects. 
In the first place, if every sin of a finite Being is infi-^ 
nite because commited against an infinite Being ; on 
just as sound reason is the atonement infinite, because 
10 
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it 18 made to an infinite Being. If Hbe act derire an 
infinite nature from the Being to whom it is done, in* 
stead of a finite nature from the agent, then the satis- 
faction will be infinite from the nature of the Bering to 
whom it is rendered, though the agent who renders it 
be finite. 

The other point in which this^rgument fails, is this. 
Christ made an infinite satisfection by his sufferings and 
death, because he was an infinite Being, both God and 
man. Bur if you ask the advocates of this dogma, if 
they believe the Second Person of the Trinity suffered 
and died, they answer, << No : it would be blasphemous 
to suppose so." Then it follows that nothing but the 
man suffered. What then becomes of the infinite sat- 
isftiction ? It goes out in mere words. It is asserted 
in form, and denied in fact. The Divine Person must 
have been withdrawn all that time to the ruin of this 
argument, and the contradiction of creeds and articles 
of faith which assert that the two natures were joined 
in one Person never to be divided. Besides the Sec- 
ond. Person, being equal in every respect in the God- 
head with the first, the sins of mankind doubtless being 
committed against the whole Deity, were as much 
against him as the Father, and if the Father were angry 
and required satisfaction, the Second Person must be 
so too, and likewise require satisfaction. But he could 
not make satisfaction to himself, though he might to 
the Father and the Holy Gho^t. It follows then irre- 
sistibly that the Second Person never has been, and 
never can be satisfied. Such amazing inconsistencies 
men are led into by (ailing into the fundamental errtH*, 
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that the atonement is the reconciliation of God to man, 
instead of man to God. 

But it is said, that the death of Christ was intended 
to make a display to the universe of the infinite evil of 
sin, and the wrath pf God against it. It would have 
been making light of it, to have pardoned it on any 
other ground without making this exhibition. In an- 
swer to this I would say, that I can conceive of no 
possible way in which the evil of sin could be made to 
appear so light. The evil of sin is the happiness it 
prevents or destroys among mankind, the degradation 
and misery to which it subjects the sinner. These are 
its natural effects according to the laws of nature and 
God. Its appropriate punishment is remorse of con- 
science, and outward inconvenience and suffering. Its 
only cure, true penitence and thorough reformation. 
One of its evils and punishments is the slow, painful, 
and difficult process, the disagreeable and nauseous 
remedies to which we must submit, in order to be cured 
of this loathsome disease that we have brought upon 
ourselves. This, to my mind, displays the evil of sin 
more impressively than anything else could do. And 
I will add, I know of no way in which this wide-spread- 
ing evil of sin could be. so diminished, I had almost 
said annihilated in my view as to suppose that all this 
mighty connection between cause and effect, of sin and 
suffering could be arrested and broken off, and all the 
merited sufferings of the myriads of the human race b^ 
concentrated and expiated by the sufferings of a few 
hours, by the agonies of one death. Sin is not so great 
an evil if all its ill consequences can be so easily got 
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rid of. I might have said, accol-ding to the theory we 
are opposing, the agonies and death of one human be^^ 
log, for it is not pretended, or rather it is strenoously 
denied, that the Divine Nature, the Second Person of 
fhe Trinity suffered^ He most have been, if he were 
Qod equal to the Father, at that very moment filling ail 
space in a state of infinite happiness and bliss. . Att 
t^onnectiOD of Jesos with him then^ if there were any 
irympathy between them, must have mitigated tbe suf<- 
ferings of Jesus, instead of making them infinite^ Be*- 
sides, there were some circumstances in the death of 
Christ, though an exceeding paiqful and excrucialiog 
one, of alleviation) of comfort and support. ^' It was 
for the joy set before iiim that he endured the cross, deis^ 
spising the shame^" Was there no consolation in the 
anticipation of this joy ? He was not descending to a 
dark, a doubtful, or a fearful tomb. He knew that in 
three days, he should rise in glory, and ascend to that 
eternal joy which was set before him. His sufferings 
were not infinite in duration, itor could they have been 
in degree, because there was much to console him un- 
der them. To suppose then that these sufferings were 
equivalent to, and sufficient to cancel and do away, all 
the black crimes of all mankind in all ages, is to my 
mind to make light of sin, rather than impress the uni- 
verse with its infinite evil and iU-d^iert. How much 
more impressive to witness in its aidless manif^tatioo^ 
the inexorable law by which suffering is chained to sin 
in the sinner's own person, not to be broken, but by 
true contrition and real reformation. 
Moreover, this whole hypt^esis of satisfaction and 
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substitution is founded on an entire misapprehension of 
the nature of sin and guilt, responsibility and punish- 
ment. It supposes things, which are impossible in 
their own nature. It supposes sin, guilt, punishment, 
innocence and righteousness to be transferable ; that 
men's sins, guilt, and punishment were transferred to 
Christ, and his innocence and righteousness transferred 
to them. Sin is a personal act, and cannot be trans- 
ferred, any more than personal identity can be trans- 
ferred. It cannot by any possibility become the act of 
one, who never participated in it. Until one man can 
become another, he never can be guilty of his sins. 
That it cannot be transferred, is made certain by the 
very nature of conscience. That another suffers for 
my sin cannot relieve my conscience. It is rather ag- 
gravated than relieved by the fact. The only thing 
that can relieve me, is to suffer the penalty myself, or 
sincere repentance and reformation. Punishment is 
any kind of penalty, pain, or suffering infficted on a 
trangressor. Punishment can take place only when 
there is a consciousness of guilt. If infficted where 
there is no consciousness of guilt, it is not punishment. 
It is injury, or injustice. Vicarious punishment is a 
contradiction in terms. One man can suffer in conse- 
quence of another's sin. But this does not take it 
away ; it rather aggravates it. One man may suffer 
for another that is a sinner, in order to reform and save 
him. One brother may undergo much for another 
brother in order to bring him to repentance, reforma- 
tion, and reconciliation to their common father. But 
unless he brings him to repentance and reformation, it 
10* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



114 THB ATONEBfJBMT. 

ia all in vain. He cannot suffer in his stead, nor do 
anything to expiate bis guilt* Unless tiie guihy man 
repents and reforms, his conscience is not cleansed. 
He must suffer. He cannot enjoy peace or comfort. 

Here then we come back to the ground from which 
we started* The sufferings and death of Christ are 
aviuUng to take away the sins of men^ only so' far as 
they lead men to repentance and reformation. To this 
agrees this declaration of the apostle Peter : " Foras- 
much as ye know that ye were not redeemed with cor- 
I'uptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain con- 
versation received by tradition from your fathers, but 
with tlie precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot." What can being redeem- 
ed by the blood of Christ from their vain conversation, 
mean but being brought to repentance and reformation ? 
There is no other deliverance from sin but by repent- 
ance and reformation. And we go further, and say, 
that without repentance and reformation^ forgiveness 
can do little or no good. And here again we affirm 
that the theory of the atonement being the reconcilia- 
tion of God to man, instead of man to Grod, utterly 
mistakes the nature of things. 

Suppose a good father has a profligate son. He be- 
comes alienated fr«m his father, and wanders from his 
house. Some kind friend brings him home and tries 
to make a reconciliation or atonement between them. 
The father, in his great tenderness, forgives all that the 
son has done amiss. But the son is not sorry for what 
he has done. He has .not reformed, but is as bad as 
ever. He is 4he same miserable, degraded, dissolute 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



THE ATONEMRMT. 116 

beipg as before. He is just as unhappy, and just as 
eiuch the cause of unhappiness to his father* Of what 
use then is it to reconcile the father to him? Of no 
use whatever. The son must be reconciled to the fa- 
ther by repentance and reformation in order to have 
their reconciiiatioti of any avail. The father was al- 
ways ready to be reconciled whenever he saw a true 
and real amendment in the son. Xbe mutual friend, 
in order to have his interposition of any avail, must 
persuade the son to reform ; then he will be in deed 
and in truth the minister of reconciliation. Here then 
we see from the very nature .of things, that Christ did 
not die to reconcile God to men, but to reconcile men 
to God, and his interposition is available only so far 
and to so many as he brings to repentance. 

But it is said, God could not and would not pardon 
men, even when they had repented and reformed, with- 
out inflicting their proper penalty and punishment, on 
a substitute, or a third person* We answer, that this 
is a mere assertion without a shadow of proof. He 
who ss^ys that, might as well make any other assertion 
whatever. It is a libel on the character of God. What 
human parent was ever so inexorable and hardhearted 
as never to forgive one of his children when he asked 
his pardon with penitence and tears, until he had in- 
flicted the full punishment on another of his children ? 

Besides, it is expressly contradicted by inmunerable 
declarations of Scripture. " When he was a great way 
off, his Father saw him, and had compassion and ran 
and fell on his neck and kissed him." ^^ And when 
they had nothing to pay> he frankly forgave them both*" 
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"If ye foi^ve men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will forgive you." " If thy brother sin against 
thee, and turn again and say, I repent, thou shalt for- 
give him." " How often," asks one of his disciples, 
"until seven times?" He answers, '^ Until seventy 
times seven." And shall God, who commands us to 
imitate him in his clemency and kindness, command 
us to forgive oui^ brother until seventy times seven, on 
mere repentaqce and asking forgiveness, and shall he 
not forgive us once? "Let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him 
return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
him, and unto our God for he will abundantly pardon." 
".Thou art a God," said Nehemiah, "ready to pardon, 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kind- 
ness." Are these the representations of a Being whose 
mercy must be purchased by the sufferings of an inno- 
cent person, or of one whose nature is all love and be- 
nevolence ? And as to how far sacrifices propitiate his 
favor, hear the Psalmist. "For thou.desirest not sac- 
rifice, else would I give it. The sacrifices of God are 
a broken spirit, a broken and contrite heart thou wilt 
not despise." Do not say then, that the mercy of such 
a Being must be purchased by what my soul abhors to 
name, a human sacrifice. 

But it may be urged, that Christ is said to have given 
himself a ransom for sinners. We believe it in the only 
sense which the assertion will bear. A literal ransom 
is given by one person to another for something re- 
ceived. In a literal ransom, things change owners. 
But here there is no such transaction, no such parties. 
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Christ Was not ^ven up to, and retained by any being 
or party in whose hands sinners were, and who thea 
gave them up. It was not then a literal ransom. He 
tras a mnsom in the figurative sense of a deliverance^ 
by laying down his life to redeem men from all iniquity. 
So God in Scripture is said to have ransomed the Is- 
tmeUtes from Bgypt, meaning not that he paid a price 
for them, but merely deliverad them. So when he 
brought them back from the Babylonish captivity, Jere- 
miah declares, that '' the Lord has pedeemed Jacob and 
mnsomed Isnael." 

The satne observations are applicable to the phrase, 
** ye are bought with a price." There was no being 
%i^hose property they were who could receive the price. 
The meaning is evidently the same as when it is else- 
where said that Christians " were redeemed from ihek 
vain conversation by the precious blood of Christ," that 
is, his death wms a means of bringing them to repent- 
«nce. 

I have now finished the discussion^ and I leave it with 
the candid judgments of all who hear me to say, which 
of these views of the atonement is most agreeable to 
the nature of things, the eternal laws of personal re- 
sponsibility, and the representations of the Scriptures, 
that which makes it to consist in reconciling God to 
men, in purchasing his favor, or that which makes it to 
consist in reconciling man to God by bringing him to 
repentance and reformation, and thus making him a fit 
subject for the divine clemency. As to the doctrine of 
imputed righteousness, and the common form of pray- 
ing to be accepted through the merits of Christ, I mere- 
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ly ask you to examine your Bibles, and see if there be 
such a prayer or such a sentiment in them. And. when 
you are satisfied that it is a human invention, I would 
have you turn to what is there. ^^ He that hath done 
good shall rise to the resurrection of life, and he that 
hath done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.'^ 
I have merely to add, that the doctrine of atonement 
or reconciliation, is a practical doctrine, and one of im- 
mense importance to every one who hears me this 
night. It is not so much a matter of speculation as it 
is of feeling, of individual experience. You all know, 
every man may know, whether he is reconciled to God 
or not, whether he has sincerely repented and reformed, 
whether he has peace with God and a conscience 
cleansed by true contrition, whether he is living a life 
of obedience^or of recklessness and sin. If he is living 
a penitent, obedient life, he is in a state of atonement, 
he is at one with God. But if not, be assured there is 
no speculation, there is no imputed righteousness, that 
will save you or give you rest. We then, as the am- 
bassadors for Christ, as though God did through us be- 
seech you, we entreat you, be ye reconciled to God. 
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ORIGINAL Sm. 

EZEKIEL, XVIIL 90. 

" The soul that sinnbth, it shall die. the son shall not bear 
the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear 
the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the rioht* 
rous shall be upon him, and thb 'v^ickednsbb of t^ wickbd 
shall be upon him. 

" Original sin," say the articles of the Church of 
England, ^* is the fault and corruption of thie nature of 
every man that naturally is engendered of the offspring 
of Adam, whereby man is very far gone from original 
righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined to evil, 
so that the flesh always lusted contrary to the spirit, 
and, therefore, in every person born into the world, it 
' deserveth God's wrath and damnation.*' 

It is expressed more strongly and broadly in the 
Westminster Catechism. ^^ The covenant being made 
with Adam, not only for himself but for his posterity^ 
all mankind, descending from him by ordinary genera- 
tion, sinned in him and fell with him in his first trans- 
gression. The sinfulness* of that state, whereinto man 
fell, consists, in the guilt of Adam's first sin, the want 
of original righteousness, and the corruption of hit 
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whole nature, which is commonly called original sin^ 
together with all actual transgressions which proceed 
from it. All mankind by their fall, lost coramunioii 
with God, are under his wrath and curse, and so made 
liable to all the miseries of this life, to death itself, and 
the pains of hell forever." 

It is not too much to say of this doctrine, that it 
shrouds the universe in gloom. It represents the myrf 
iads of the human race to be created at the very com- 
mencement of their existence, heirs of hell, and the tor- 
ments of the damned. And as a full half of the human 
mce die in infancy and childhood, this world is a mere 
DUfsery •for the r^ions of woe, where the young plants 
of immortal existence spring up only to be removed to 
the dreary plains of endless sorrow ; earth is only the 
iwst^le, the entianee to the chambers of eternal death. 
The whole mce of mankind are born under God's wrath 
and curse, grow worse and worse while they live, and 
finally sink down, with few exceptions, to inconceivable 
and eternal sufferings ; .and all this, not for v/lmX they 
have done, for any guilt or fault of their own, but ia 
punishment of a sin, in which they did not participate^ 
and of which they are entirely innocent, committed 
ages ago by a remote ancestor. He, who can look in 
the face of an infant in all its loveliness, and helple^ 
ness, and feel bis heart yearn at the slightest accident 
which gives it p^in, and believe this, most attribute to 
his Maker a character of infinite atrocity instead of merr 
cy. ShcMild you see a human parent torturing his chil- 
dren to death as soon a$ they were bctfn, could yoa 
«¥er k)ok on him with any other feeling than |^t of ho^- 
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ror aod tletestatian ? So it seems to me, that any matt 
who believes that God sends to eternal torments, myii* 
ads of the infaots that are bona into the world, (aua n^r* 
er worship him from any other motive Ifaan the moiit 
abject and degrading fear. 

In the first place we remark, that the doetrine of 
original sin is incredible, because it involves the faig^ett 
injustice on the part of God. If it be true, then iheve 
is an end of all religion. Religious affectioM iewatds 
Grod are founded on a belief of his moral pierfecdon« 
The evidence of his moral perfection is.fowid in wibaiC 
he does. And if he has done that which clearly coli*^ 
tradicts all our ideaH of justice, it is impossible for us t« 
regard him as just, or to worship and love him as aucib« 

That the condemnation of mankind to endless ifiisery 
on account of Adam's sin, would be unjust, is a propo«* 
sitton so plain, that it only requires to be etated to 
strike the intuitive sense of justice. Which God has im* 
plfinted in every bosom. It is so plain that no reason*' 
ing can make it plainer. It only admits of illustratioti 
by paraltel cases. 

Suppose a law should be enacted, whereby it was 
decreed, that not only every thief should be imprisooed 
for life, but his children as soon as they were bom, to 
the remotest generation, should be imprisoned likewise ; 
would not Mich a kw be considered unjust ? But how 
infinitely less unjtst than the condemnation of children 
for the sin of a remote ancestor, to interminable tor* 
ments ? Suppose it should be decreed that every mur- 
derer should not only be hung himself, but that all his 
descendants to the end of time should have their eyes 
.11 
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pot oot a9 80oa as they were borp ? Could sucb a law 
as that be tolerated for a monieDt ? Would not a le» 
gidature which could enact such a law be thought wor- 
thy of the eternal execration of mankind ? And yet 
the injustice of such a law would be trifling, compared 
with that of dooming them to ererlasting woe, instead 
at depriving them of one of their senses. It is to be 
borne in mind, likewise, that the effect of Adam's sin 
is two*-fold. Its guilt is not only immediately imputed 
to his posterity, so that they are born under God's 
wrath tuid curse, but the same death in sin and corrupt- 
ed nature is conveyed to his posterity, ^< whereby we 
are utterly indisposed, disabled, and made opposite to 
all good, and wholly inclined to all evil." 

After this, when men are ^^ disabled^^ to all good, 
and made incapable of doing anything good, then a law 
is proposed to them, not one article of which they can 
keep or perform, Any more than the bUnd can see, or 
the lame can walk, and God punishes them for disobe- 
dience by all the pains that are consequent on sin in 
this world, and in the world to come. Such a compK- 
cation of injustice as this for transcends all human«con- 
eeption ; it exceeds all the injustice, which has been 
committed in all the tyrannies that have existed since 
the commencement of time. We say, therefore, that 
there must be some mistake here, some grand defect, 
either in the premises, or the reasonings by which such 
a doctrine is deduced from them. 

I cannot doubt, that many pious and good men have 
thought themselves compelled by sufficient evidence to 
receive this doctrine as true, and doubtless, have con- 
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iiiiered it useful, to break down and subdue the stub* 
born heart of sinful man. But I say, at the same time, 
that I know no doctrine, which to me seems more cal- 
culated to vitiate and destroy all true piety to God and 
charity to man — tocorrapt the moral sense and harden 
Ihe heaK. -s^ 

I will only add to this part of the subject the candid 
-confession of one of the most learned of Orthodox com? 
mentators on the New Testament ivho are now alive, 
Professor Stuart of Andover, ^« Those." says he, " who 
hold this theory usually maintain, that our depravity is 
not only connate, that is, born with us, but in us, innate, 
and that being such, it is also the punishment of Adam's 
sin which is imputed to us. There are son^ very for- 
sridable difficulties in the way of this. For the sin in 
this case of Adam's posterity, that is, their original sin, 
IB by the very ground of the theory, merely imputed, 
not red and actual. But what is the punishmeYit, ac- 
tual to be sure, according to the statement of those, who 
advocate this theory, and actual indeed in a tremen- 
dous d^ree. The punishment begins with our being, it 
IS born in us, and with us, and contains within itself 
not only the commencement o£.a misery, which is nat- 
urally without end, but is at the same time the root 
and ground of all other sins, which we commit, and 
which serve unspeakably to augment our condemnation 
and misery. Now can the human naind weU conceive, 
that perfect justice would punish with actual and ever- 
lasting and inevitable corruption, and ruin, and misery, 
beings who are sinners only by imputation, i. e. by mere 
supposition, and not in fact? Fcm* myself," he coEitii>- 
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WM, ^^ I cao only stty that alt the elemento of my moral 
imtur€ set themselves in array against soch a represmi* 
ttttiofi as this. It is one dT those cases which nlake it 
Beoessary for me to be made over again, and have new 
mad (fiflSsrent faculties, before 1 can admit its trnth.'^ 
To this we most heartily say, Amen. He goes on to 
add, ^^ can it be broi^ht in any tderaf^ measure to ac- 
cord with the views which the Bible gives of divine }u»* 
lioe? How can we' make it to harmonize with the 
e^teenth ehapter of Ezekiel/' . '' But this is not Ml* 
The supposition inverts the wder of nature and provi^ 
deooe. According to the tenor of it, punishment be* 
gins before the erime. It begms before distinct peroep^ 
tkm, and understandn^, and reason, and moral sense 
are developed. It begins antecedent to all sense of diN 
ty, and antecedent to all moral rule. Such ptinishment^ 
therefore, precedes the tfani^ression, for where there is 
BO law, there is no transgression, and sorely there is no 
law where there is no moral sense or reason, nor undev^ 
sending, nor perception. But how can justice make 
i>unishment fH^ecede trans^ession ? < The . soul dial 
sinneth shall die,' is the order in which Heaven has 
placed the matter. Sin comes first, punishment is the 
flruit or consequence. By the theory before u» the re« 
verse is the case." Such is the language which the el<^ 
ements of that nature which God has given us begin to 
extort from the sternest sect of the followers c^ Calvia 
in this country. 

There seems to be something peculiarly hard in the 
arrangement' that the imputation and consequences of 
Adam's sin should fall upon his posterity. If ti^re 
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were any system of imputation which would stand the 
test of reasoR<« it would be precisely the reverse of this. 
The sins of Adam's posterity might be visited on hua 
with something like justice, since he, according to thm 
system, was the real cause of them all. But we go on 
Id say, that imputed guilt and substituted puntshmepit, 
are in thrir own nature impossible, and a contradictioB 
in terms. Punishment, in the proper sense of the term, 
can be inflicted only on the guilty. Inflicted on any 
one else, it is not punishment, but injustice, cruelty. 
What would be the feeling of the soul of an infant 
which had lived but a few days, when it should awake 
for the first time to a consciousness of being in the 
flames of hell, and it was told that it was the punish- 
naent of Adam's sin, which it was sufiering ; would con- 
science, would reason recc^nize the justice of such a 
doom, would not the sense of injustice and tyranny, unr 
speakable and inconceivable, predominate even over 
the sense of suflering and anguish forever and ever ? 

But it is said, that Adam was the federal head and 
Representative of the human race, and therefore his fall 
necessarily involved all his ofispring, and therefore it 
was just for God to bring the consequences of his hll 
upon all his ofispring. We answer, that this does not 
relieve the difficulty in the least. It was no less injus- 
tice to suspend the eternal condition of millions on the 
choice of one man in one moment of his life. There 
must have been a peculiar relation between Achim and 
his posterity, which does not exist between men in af- 
ter periods and their children. It is not pretended that 
children are at thi« period of the world accoiintable for 
11* 
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the act* of their parents^ Wby ihoakl the diUdrea of 
Adam have been ? There was certaiaiy no nataral ten* 
<bncy ki the natare of Adam's sin to produce any phys^ 
ieal ehaiige for the worse. There is no reason to stip^ 
pose that the eating of the forbidden fruit would de^e- 
sikMwte and poUute the physical constitution any mow 
IImmi WKf either kind of food. The injury, therefore, 
Qiosl hate been mental entirely, and therefore it could 
not be tranMnitted. All souls come from God, and 
they have precisely that consthution which he is pleased 
lt> gire theMi. It follows then that the sin of Adam en^* 
tkely changed the Divine determination with regard t<» 
the mond nature with which he was to bring his poster* 
ky int» existence. Had he not sinned, God would 
have breoght them into being entirely pure, under his 
invour, instead of under his wrath. Adam did not crem- 
ate his own children, nor could he have the least agen* 
cy in giving this or that moral constitu^n to their souls. 
Is it at all credible that God should have suspended hia 
ewn actieil upon the choice of Adam ? 

A More awful consequence follows immediately aftei^ 
Ais* It follows that on this act of Adam depended the 
determination of Ood to make the iimnortal souls of the 
ttiyriads of the human race in such a manner as to be 
the objects of hie love and favour, or of his immediate 
hatred, wrath and damnation* So the Deity is repre- 
sented as having settled the docmi of mankind by an 
event) which, so far as they were concerned, was mere^ 
ly fortuitous, as if by the turn of a die. A proceeding 
More entirely arbitrary and. cruel I confess myself una-^ 
Me to eoneeive. 
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We object to this theory, in the next place, jhat it 
makes the present condition of man, consictered as a 
state of trial, a mere mockery. He has been entirely 
incapacitated for a state of trial by the fault of bis first 
parents. If all man^s moral constitution is so perrerted 
as to be disabled from all good, and incKned to all cTil, 
is there any fairness in his trial? Supposkig a man's 
salvi^ion were to be^uspended on his abstinence from 
stknukting drinks, would it bo just to create within him 
such a morbid thirst as is produced by long habits of 
intemperance, which at length gives a bias to the wiH 
so strong as almost to destroy all freedom and account* 
aUeness^? That freedom, which accoirntableness ao 
quires, demands that the scales should be hung equally 
balanced. A heavy weight thrown on one side entire- 
ly destroys all honesty and fairness in whatever is sub^ 
mitted to the trial. 

If the doctrine af original sin be true, then is there 
BO fairness in man'ft trial here below. All the com^ 
mands of God's law are addressed to a being as incapa- 
ble of perfbrmiDg them as a dead man to rise out of 
his grave* All the promises of God's word are insin- 
cere, that is, addressed to a being as incapable of per- 
forming "the conditions, as he is of creating a work). 
And what is more practical injustice^ we are punished 
j«»t as much as if we had a fair trial. We are defnived 
of all that good, which we might have attained had owr 
natures been sealed pure. Our consciences reproach 
us for all the ill we do^ and.make us just as miserable, 
as if we were not radically and constitotionaliy inclined 
to all evil, ai^ disabled to any good. We are like a 
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diseased man in some awful dream. We see and feel 
the ruin that is coming upon us, and are filled with bor« 
ror, but still we have no power to resist or avert it. 
Conscienoe bears a false testimony, and reproaches us 
for dcMi^ evil, when we had no power to do otherwise. 

But there seems to be much more made of the fall 
than the Scriptures will bear out. Let us examine the 
record. ''And the Lord God took the man and put 
him in the garilen of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 
And the Lord God commanded the man saying, of ev- 
'ery tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat. But of 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil thou shait 
not eat of it:«for in the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die." Now is there one word of a 
covenant in all this ? Is there any assent of Adam 
spoken of? There is a command on the part of God 
and also a threat, but no trace of a covenant of works, 
as has been deduced from it in later ages. Is there 
one word said of Adam's being the federal head of his 
posterity, or of their fate being involved in what he did ? 
Is it not all personal to himself? So far from Adam's 
covenanting to act for his posterity, there is not one 
word said of it, nor is it even intimated that he was ap* 
prised of the fact. Indeed as to any posterity, it is dif- 
ficult for us to conceive how such an idea could have 
entered into his mind ; for it is not till the next verse 
that we read of the creation of woman. 

Let us now consider what is meant by the threat 
^' thou shalt surely die." Are we to interpret this lit- 
erally ? - Is it probable that God would suspend his ex- 
istence upon his obedience, and determine for this one 
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offence to destroy the work of his own bands^ which he 
bad so lately created ? Is it not more probable that in 
relating this, Moses uses the language of hw own periods 
And what is that language? Hear the language of this 
saine Moses to the IsnieKtes. << 1 call heaven and earth 
to record this day against you, that I have set before 
you Ufe and death, blesi^nf^ and oorsing: therefore 
dioose Kfe that both thou and thy seed may Kve." Now 
is it not evident, that life and death here mean the same 
thing as Uessing and cursing, that is prosperity and 
happiness, 5r adversity and suffering? So in the chafH 
ler we read this evening from Ezekiel, is it not evident 
that the threat of death means calamity, all the evils 
irtiich are consequent upon sin, not the bare event of 
death itsdf« For that, in God's real providence, of 
wbidi these promises ami threatenings are the mere an- 
ntHieiation, is only a remote^ not an immediate conse- 
quence. God does not put every sinner immediately^ 
to death, ibr in so doing he would extinguish the race 
at once. It would give them no fair trial, to make their 
existence to depend on one act. God gives men, he 
gave these very Israelites, whom he threatened, the di»> 
etpline of a whole life. Have we not then every reascm 
to suppose that Moses uses language in the same sense 
in speaking of Ood's threatening to Adam ; that it waa 
a general and not a specific threat ? We are compelled 
to adopt this meaning if we would not accuse the Deity 
of insincerity. For we find that he did not put an end 
to Ack^m's existence cm the very day he nnned. If we 
would maintain the integrity of the character of God 
. for consistency, sincerity, and veracity, we nMst consid- 
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er that the general threat of death, or whatever thfeat 
Mosed intended to say God pronotinced to Adam, 
meant just what evil God afterwards really inflided 
upon him. And what was that evil ? Expulsion from^ 
Paradise, where everything grew spontaneously, into 
the worid which required cultivation. 

^' And unto Adam he said, Because thou Imst heari&* 
ened unto the voice of thy wife, and bast eaten of the 
tree, whereof I commanded thee, saying, then ^alt tlH>ii 
not eat of it ; cursed is the ground for thy sake, in sor- 
row shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life. Thorns 
also and thistles shall it bring forth unto Uiee, and thou 
shalt eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the 
ground, for out of it wast thou taken, for dust thou art 
and .unto dust shalt thou return." ^^ Unto the woman 
be said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy oon« 
ception. In sorrow shalt thou bring forth children. 
And thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall 
have rule over thee." Here then are detailed and enu- 
merated all the consequences and penalties of the first 
transgression. And what are they ? " Cursed be" not 
thou, but <^ the ground, for thy sake." Thou shalt la- 
bor for thy bread all thy life, (then he was to have had 
a Kfe at any rate,) till thou return to the dust out of 
which thou wert taken. 

Adam's mortality is usually ascribed to his sin. But 
even this dogma is not borne out by this enumeration 
of the penalties of the first transgression. The reason 
for it given here is, that man is made of dust. '^ For 
dust thou art,, and unto dust shalt thou return." He is 
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to die, not because he had sinned, but 'because he was 
made with a frail, perishable body. His sole penalty 
was to labor while he lived. 

' The woman was to be subjected to her husband, and 
to suffer the pains and cares of bearing children. Is 
there one penalty here, we would earnestly ask, of a 
moral nature ? Is it not all purely physical ? Is there 
any intimation of such an amazing change of their own 
moral.constitution for the worse ? Does 6t>d say one 
word of any great moral change in the natural charac- 
ter and constitution of their offspring in consequence of 
this one act of disobedience ? Is there one word said 
of them and their offspring being indisposed, disabled, 
and made opposite to all that is good, and wholly in- 
clined to all evil ? How do men dare to interpolate 
such a horrid doctrine into the word of God out of .their 
own invention, without the support of one word or syl- 
lable in it ? If this doctrine is true, God did not tell 
man the true penalty, neither the truth, nor the whole 
truth, nor a hundredth part of the truth. To haye told 
the whole truth, according to this hypothesis, he should 
have said. " Because ye have done this, (Cursed be that 
moral nature which I have given you. Henceforth 
such is the change I make in your natures, that ye shall 
be, and your offspring, infinitely odious and hateful in 
my sight. The moment their souls shall go forth from 
my forming hand, so detestable will they be in my sight, 
that I will plunge them instantly into the eternal fires 
of hell, or if they are suffered to live, such shall be the 
diseased constitution of their moral natures, that they 
diall have no freedom to do one single good action, but 
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everytbif^ they do shall be sin, tiH ckftlh Imnds ih&n 
with their in&nt brethren in the r^ons of woe, unless 
it may be a few, ^hom I will choose, and renovate and 
change their natures by my own almighty power." ^ 
What an awful blot would such a curse and doom bave 
been upon the first pages of the Bible ! Such a Uot 
do they put there, who have pretended to draw such a 
doctrine from the first chapters of Genesis. There is 
not the least hint in these chapters that Adam systam- 
ed a greater moral change by his first sin, than any 
other accountable being, or that the moral constitution 
of his ofispting was any more affected by that sin than 
any subsequent one,'or the offspring of any other man 
by any other sin. The trial was not a moral one, so 
far as the essentml character of jLhe act was concerned. 
I mean by this, the lict was evil not from its own na» 
ture, but merely from being prohibited. It had no ten- 
dency to degrade and vitiate his character any further 
than as a simple act of disobedience. It was not like 
intemperance or passion, which, besides being prohib- 
ited, are evils in themselves, and debase and injure the 
moral nature. Its penalty was not moral, but physical, 
did not touch the soul but only nmn's outward con- 
dition. 

And here we cannot but pause to ask, if there does 
not appear to have been a great deal of romancing up- 
on the wonderfully advantageous condition in which 
Adam was created, when compared with any of his 
posterity ? 'For my own part, I never could perceive 
that he had any other distinction besides that of being 
the first man and the first sinner. We are told indeed. 
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by Creeds and Catechisnw, that he was created with 
^'knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness," But 
these ideas are derived from any source rather than the 
sacred record. It seems more likely that his condition, 
so far as his intellectual and moral nature was concent 
ed, was rather that of childhood. With the exception 
of ferocity and depravity, his condition is more likely 
to have resembled that of the naked savage, than any 
other of which we can conceive. Without experience, 
without traditionary knowledge, without arts or science, 
what could his condition have been, but that of a mere 
animal, or rather, an infant with the powers of ration- 
ality only, but without the full development of reason. 
Knowledge comes by time, and the use of the senses, 
observation and reflection. Righteousness is right con- 
duct, according to a rule. How can a man acquire 
righteousness before he has acted in correspondence to 
a rule ? Holiness is freedom from sin, when the power 
of sinning is possessed. How then could he be super- 
abundantly either righteous or holy, who sinned and 
felT the very first opportunity, in the first trial to which 
he was subjected ? 

But it is concluded that he was peculiarly formed in 
holiness and righteousness, because he is said to have 
been made in the image of Gpd. It is said that thid 
image was a moral likeness, and that sin destroyed this 
image. It is quite as likely that this image of God 
means the intellectual as the moral nature, that which 
gives him a dominion over the creatures. For in the 
first place, neither man nor any other being can be 
made with any positive moral qualities. He may have 
12 
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capactti^. Bat capacities are neither ^1017 nor unholy, 
till they have been exercised rightly or wrongly. Holi- 
ness and rigliteousness, as well as sin, cannot, in the 
nature of things, precede moral action. In the second 
place, the image of God could not mean moral charac- 
ter, because, according to the theory we are opposing, 
that image must have been lost at the fall. And long 
after the fall, we find God forbidding murder on this 
ground, that man is made in the image of God. If in- 
nocence and righteousness constituted that image, then 
after the fall that reason ceased to exist. It was m> 
worse to kill a man than a beast, so far as that reason 
was concerned, that he was made in the image of Gtxi. 
Where then is the ground for supposing the great 
superiority of Adam to his posterity ? Has not that 
very labor to which he was condemned, been the means 
of perfecting his nature, and cultivating all his virtues ? 
Is not industry the frame- work of all there is great and ^ 
good in man? Consider the state of those nations 
whose condition approaches nearest to that of Adam in 
ease and abundance, compared with those who are 
nearest to his state when driven from Paradise into a 
bleak and barren world. Who does not know, that 
the balance of intellectual and moral perfection, happi- 
ness and virtue, is altogether on the side of the labori- 
ous, the sufferers from this very curse of eating bread 
by the sweat of the face ? Compare with (heirs the 
condition of a pair at the present degenerate day com- 
mencing life together. Let them have been educated 
in all that the experience and ingenuity of man have 
accumulated, of wisdom, of moral and intellectual dis- 
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ciplioe* Let them have even a moderate share of the 
conveniences and comforts of 4ife, let them have the 
endearments of society, the delights of Titerature, and 
the daily gratification of learning what is going on in 
this wide world. Would they consider it a great eleva- 
tion, privilege, and exaltation to be transported to some 
solitary island, though filled with all that is represented 
to have blessed and adorned the garden of Eden ? Just 
commensurate with that exaltation was the fall of Adam, 
according to the sacred record. When you come to 
strip this transaction of the coloring which imagination 
hfts thrown over it, there is nothing in the state of 
Ackun in comparison with ours to envy, with the ex- 
ception of his innocence, and that he lost quite as soon 
i^ter hk creation, as man ordinarily does in the state of 
infancy and childhood. 

The very trial, to which he is represented as having 
been subjected, is one suited rather to a being in in- 
fantile weakness and imbecility, than a state of strength, 
of maturity, and enlarged intellectual action. 

But it is urged, that the actual corruption of mankind 
proves their original corruption, the corruption of their 
nature. How happens it, that all sin as soon as they 
have an opportunity ? There must have been an evil 
inclination, which preceded the first act. That evil in- 
clination was original sin. If actual sin proves an evil 
inclination, and an evil inclination proves original sin, 
a constitutional, inherent defect, then Adam never fell 
at all, for he top, must have been created with original 
sin. If the first sin in every human being proves a 
corrupt nature, so the first sin in Adam proved a cor- 
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nipt nature in him. And if his first sin is consistent 
wilh original innocence/ so is the first sin of every one 
of his descendants. If there is necessity to suppose 
original corruption in order to account for our first 
tram^essioi), so there is just as much necessity to sup- 
pose original corruption in Adam. And if this original 
corruption and fault of nature deserves God's wrath 
and curse in us, before moral action, it must likewise 
have deserved it in him before his fall. Besides, those 
who hold this doctrine, likewise believe that there is a 
class of fallen angels, with Satan at their head, who 
were once innocent, but rebelled, and sinned against 
Qod. Now if sin proves original disposition, and ocft-- 
ruption of nature, as is alleged in man, and if this dis^ 
position and corruption of nature before any actual sin 
deserves God's wrath and damnation, as is said in the 
case of man, then the angels who really fell, must have 
deserved damnation ages before they did anything 
amiss. If it is possible to account for the first sin of 
the fallen angels without original corruption, then it is 
just as easy to account for the first sin of every human 
being without original sin. 

But it may be asked, is it not according to the analo* 
gy of God's actual dealings with men, that all i^an- 
kind should be in worse outward condition, and have a 
more depraved disposition in consequence of Adam's 
sin ? Do we not see the outward condition of children 
made worse by the vices of their parents? Do we not 
see them inherit bad dispositions and vicious propensi- 
ties from their parents ? Do not we see them sinners 
apparently because their parents were ? Hear what 
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God says on this subject, in the eighteenth chapter of 
Ezekicl. He denies that there is any effect of this kind, 
which affects moral agency. He says what nnust be 
true, that the vices of parents have the nature of warn« 
ings as well as evil examples. '< Now lo, if he beget a 
son that seeth all his father's sins which he hath done, 
and considereth and doeth not such like, he shall mA, 
die for the iniquity of his father." " Yet ye say, why, 
doth not the son bear the iniquity of the father ? When 
the son hath done that which is lawful and right, and 
hath kept all my statutes and hath done them, he shall 
surely live. The soul that sinneth it shall die. The 
son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, nor the fa- 
ther the iniquity of the son ; the righteousness of the 
righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the . 
wicked shall be upon him." Here is an explicit denial, 
both of the doctrine of original sin, and of that close 
connection between the character of the father and the 
character of. the son, which is asserted in the doctrine 
of original sin. We see it in the world. There is the 
utmost variety of character, even among members of 
the same family, the children of the same parents, and 
having the same example and education. 

But do not children suffer from their connection with 
bad parents ? We answer, yes. But this is not pecu- 
liar to the relation of parents and children. We are 
liable to suffer morally and physically from our connec- 
tion with every one with whom we- associate. We are 
liable to be corrupted, or robbed, or deceived, or mur- 
dered even, by a perfect stranger. The good or evil 
we receive from our parents is greater than any other^ 

12* 
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because with them we have a closer, more important 
and lasting connection. As we are free beings, both 
parents and children, we could not receive the good 
without being exposed to the evil. On the whole, the 
good preponderates, both in that and in every other re- 
lation. That evil should be admitted into it, is no more 
strange than that it should have been admitted into 
the universe at all. And men, Christ has told us, are 
accountable, not for what they have not, but for what 
they have. God is not a hard master, reaping where 
he has not sown, requiring the full tale of brick, and 
withholding the straw. The circumstances of every 
human being are diverse from those of every other hu- 
man being, the talents and opportunities different. One 
of these circumstances is the moral qualities of our pa- 
rents, and those diversities of disposition and tempera- 
ment, if any such there be, which we have inherited 
from them. And if the representations of the Scrip- 
ture are true, they will all be taken into account by a 
righteous God, in the judgment of each. 

And here we are led to remark, that the doctrine of 
original sin, while it reflects the highest dishonor on the 
character of God, and adds gloom to our conceptions 
of the miserable <K)ndition of man under such a govern- 
ment, and is apparently intended to humble mankind, 
in fact annihilates human guilt r.ltogether. The more** 
depravcfd man's nature is by an agency not his own, 
the less to blame is he for doing wrong. A man who 
IS famishing is less to blame for stealing than one whose 
appetite is fully supplied. So if God creates men dev- 
ils, he cannot expect anything from them but the ac- 
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« 

ftons and characters of devils. He cannot create a 
bramble and then expect from it grapes or figs^ He 
cannot create a tiger and then punish it because it does 
not behave with the gentleness of a lai;nb. He cannot 
create a fish with a nature to swim in the sea, and 
then punish it because it does not walk upon the shore. 
He cannot make an animal with a violent antipathy to 
water, " disabled, disinclined and made opposite" to it, 
and altogether inclined to live on land, and then pun- 
ish it for not diving into the ocean. God expects all 
creatures to act according to their natures, or he would 
not have given them such natures. He would have 
given them natures best calculated for that action which 
best pleases* him. The nature he gives them is the 
strongest possible indication of his design, and the pur- 
pose for which they are made. God creates us as really 
through our parents as he diil Adam without parents. 
And we have just the constitution and nature whichj^he 
designed, as much as he had. If sin be the only, the 
necessary, the natural^ action of our constitution, or of 
that Combination of powers which God has given us, 
then sin is the natural use and exercise of all our facul- 
ties, and must be presumed to be the end for which they 
were made'. Sin is then the natural use, not the perver- 
sion, of our powers. Sin then is no longer sin. Virtue 
would be a perversion, would be sin. The very essence of 
sin is, that it is a perversion of our nature and powers from 
the end and use for which they were designed, to some- 
thing else. The end of a thing cannot possibly be other 
than the only end which it is made capable of attaining. 
Then if sin be the only thing which man by his natural 
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powers can do, sin is the end for which he is made. 
Virtue cannot be the end for which man is made, if he 
is made naturally utterly incapable of virtue. So this 
system, in its zeal to break man down and humble him 
under a sense of his sin, overshoots its mark, proves too 
much, defeats its own object, and makes man no sinner 
at all. For the power to do right is necessary to the 
guilt of doing wrong. The power to obey is indispen- 
sable to tl^e moral turpitude of disobedience. All guilt 
supposes choice of evil when good was in our power. 
If good is not within our choice, then the very condi- 
tion is taken away which constitutes any act sin. Ac- 
countability and power, according to the eternal laws 
of justice and the nature of things, must be always pre- 
cisely commensurate with each other. To suppose 
that God made man for virtue, and gave him such a 
constitution that its natural spontaneous and necessary 
fruit and action is vice, is a contradiction in terms. 
Man's nature, the nature of every individual born into 
the world, is given him by God. The parents are 
merely the instruments in his hands. If he chooses to 
work with vitiated, imperfect instruments, so as to vi- 
tiate and ruin the nature and constitution of the being 
he creates, so that it naturally and necessarily goes 
wrong forever, then it is an act of his sovereign plea- 
sure, perfectly arbitrary if the being be incapable of 
suffering from going wrong, and perfectly unjust, tyran- 
nical and cruel, if he be capable of misery. 

But it may here be asked, how happens it that man 
is a sinner ? Why, if man be created innocent and 
pure, does it happen that every man violates the laws 
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of God ? I can give no better answer to this, than the 
account which the Westminster divines have given of 
the canses of Adam's first sin. *• Our First Parents/^ 
say they, with great simplicity, " being left to the free- 
dom of their own will, fell from the state wherein they 
were created, by sinning against God." So we say of 
all their offspring, being left to the freedom of their own 
will, they fall from the state wherein they were created 
by sinning against God. If then we have no need of 
going further back with the parents why is there with 
their offspring ? 

The capacity, the possibility of sin, and temptations 
to it, are involved as necessary to the very state of pro- 
bation and trial. Without this possibility, capacity, 
temptation, there could be no virtue, no merit, no re- 
ward. There must, in order to a fair trial, be a balance 
in the mind between temptation, and reason and 
conscience, such as that the will may turn it either 
way. It is to be supposed, is it not, that man would 
sometimes do wrong as well as right ? He has a con- 
stitution, all the parts of which minister to his happiness 
if rightly used. But everything is capable of abuse. 
Pleasure may be sought in violation of the moral sense. 
Of course sin and ultimate unhappiness is the result. 
But that very misery is calculated to cure the sin, and 
teach us to avoid it in future, so that even retributory 
suffering is not pure, unmingled evil. Though nause- 
ous, it is medicinal, and tends to restore moral health. 

It only remains to examine the few, very few, pas- 
sages of Scripture, in which it is thought that this doc- 
trine is taught. We have seen that original sin is not 
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taught either ezpresdy or by implicfttion in GtenMflu 
Neither man's mortality, nor the sinfuUieas of his off- 
spring is there made the penalty of his sin. We do 
not deny that the Jews, in after ages, invented these 
and many other fictions concerning the fall, as for in* 
stance the devil's animating and speaking through the 
serpent, and that these superstitions are alluded to by 
Christ and his apostles in the New Testament, in illus- 
tration of the Gospel. But we do say, that they were 
never expressly taught by them as a part of the Chris- 
tian scheme. Paul, in his epistle to the Romans^ makes 
use of this superstition to illustrate his own argument, 
and. reasons with them upon the supposition of its truth. 
But so did Christ speak of an unclean spirit, when it 
was cast out of a man, walking through dry places and 
finding no rest, all which is taken, from the Rabbinical 
fables of that period. Paul uses the argumentum ad 
hominem, as it is called, uses an argument well calcu- 
lated to strike the Jews, but which when reduced to the 
strict rules of Ic^ic, would not be conclusive to us : '^ As 
In Adam all die, so in Christ shall al] be nyade alive." 
Now it is not pretended that Christ is the absolute au- 
thor of immortality to man, but tha) he made it known 
and proved it by his resurrection. There is no more 
reason to suppose that the mortality of mankind js any 
more nearly connected with Adam, except the deriva- 
tion of a mortal nature from him. It has been trans- 
lated, with good reason; '^ As like Adam all die, so like 
Christ shall all be made alive." Doctrines may be re- 
ferred to, nay, assumed as true for the sake of illustra- 
tion^ without affirming their truth. That strict argu- 
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ment ra not intended, but illustration, we learn from, the 
nature of the comparison. ^< Since by mkn came death, 
by man came also the resurrection of the dead." Now 
those who maintain original sin, do not believe that the 
resurrection of Christ produced the immortality of man, 
but only made it certain. He was the first who rose. 
Tlie looseness of the argument does not require that 
Adam should have produced the death of his descend- 
ants, but only death came by him in such a sense that 
he was the first mortal, and his posterity inherit from 
him a nature subject to mortality. 

" And were by nature children of wrath, even as 
others." Examine your Bibles and you will find that 
the apostle is not here speaking of the moral condition 
in which men are born in contrast with any possible 
state of innocence in which they might have been cre- 
ated, but is contrasting their present state of Christian 
purity with their former licentious practical conduct, in 
their heathen and unconverted state, surrounded as they 
were by bad example and manifold corruption. " And 
you hath he quickened who were dead" — not in origi- 
nal sin but ^Mn trespasses and sins" of their own. 
** Wherein in time past ye walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the pow- 
er of thiB air, the spirit which now worketh in the chil- 
dren of disobedience. Among whom also we all had 
our t^onversation in times past, in the lusts of the flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and 
were naturally," as it might be more accurately render- 
ed, that is from the circumstances in which we were 
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placed, '^ ware naturally children of wrath/' that is ex- 
poged to sin, and the sufferings that flow from it. 

A full explanation of this passage is inunediately at 
band. Paul uses the same word in the same connectioo 
in a case in which we know he means outward circum^ 
stances and not constitution. He uses it of those things 
in which a Jew differs from a Gentile, which cannot be 
by constitution. In his rebuke to Peter, he says, ^^ If 
thou being a Jew, livest after the manner of the Gen<^ 
tiles, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the 
Jews, who are Jews hy nature and not sinners of the 
Gentiles." . A Jew by nature is a human being who 
has received a Jewish education, and a sinner by nature 
is one who has been educated by wicked people. Na- 
ture does not mean constitution in either case, but out*- 
ward c'ux^umstances, ahd if so, this passage does not 
teach the doctrine of original sin at all. 

To this passage we would oppose the unequivocal 
declarations of Christ concerning infants. << Suffer lit- 
tle children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for oi 
such is the kingdom of heaven.'' "Unless ye repent, 
and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of God." That is, that infants are in a state 
which fits them for the kingdom of heaven. But if 
this doctrine be true, then when men have coipe back 
to the condition of children, so far from l)eing fit for 
heaven, they deserve God's wrath, curse, and damna- 
tion, for the very qualities which he hath given them. 

We would ''oppose to this doctrine, what is said in 
the book of Jonah concerning the infants in the city of 
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Nineveh. " Should not I spare Nineveh, that great 
city," said God, " wherein are more than six score thou- 
sand persons that cannot discern between their right 
hfind and their left ?" If the doctrine of original sin be 
true, then these children could have been no obstacle, 
for if they deserved God's wrath and damnation, tem- 
poral destruction must have been but a light thing for 
them to endure. 

We would oppose to tliis doctrine the declaration of 
Solomon, concerning the rectitude of man's moral con- 
stitution. ^' God hath made man upright," or rather 
right, " but they," not Adam, " have sought out many 
iaventions." Wtuit does this^ assert, but that G<od has 
made human nature right and good, and that the natu- 
ral action of all its parts is good, and that evil is an in- 
vention, a perversion of the action of that nature, and 
a constraint from that course which it is constituted to 
pursue. If the doctrine we are opposing be true, the 
very reverse of this is the fact, that God makes men 
wrong, and wrong is their natural and spontaneous ac- 
tion. The invention, the perversion would be to do 
right. But what is still more extravagant, of this in- 
vention they are made utterly incapable. 

Such are the arguments on which the doctrine of 
original sin rests, and such are the reasons why we re- 
ject it. Let each one jud^ of them by the light of bis 
own understanding. 

13 
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ACTS X.34. 

" ThBN PBTBR opened his mouth and said, of a truth I PERCEIVE 
THAT OOD 18 NO RESPECTER OV PERSONS : BUT IN EYBRT NATION 
HE THAT PBARBTH HIM, AND VORKBTH RIOHTEOUSNBSS, IS AC* 
CEPTED WITH HIM." 

Peter, as you recollect, was led io make this remark, 
by the fact that Qornelius, a Gentile, had received a 
peculiar mark of God's favor and approbation. . God 
had said, to' him in a vision, "Cornelius, thy prayers 
and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God." 
This, to Peter, was utterly astonishing, bound up as he 
was in his narrow Jewish prejudices, and conceiving 
that no one but a Jew could be saved. " Of a truth I 
perceive that God is no respecter of persons ; but in 
every nation he that feareth him, and worketh right- 
eousness, is accepted tvith him." This declaration of 
Peter seems to my mind to assert the general truth, that 
every human being in all nation's and ages is in a state 
of moral probation, has some knowledge of God, or of 
some superhuman Power, and is capable of acting with 
reference to that power, of fearing God in the sense of 
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exercisdng, towards him the sentimeDts of piety and rev- 
erence, has the capacity of distinguishii^ right from 
wrong, and of choosing right, and of doing all which is 
comprehended in working righteousness ; and that on 
account of that rightebasness he may be acceptaUe |o 
God. 1 know of no words that Peter could have used 
which would have expressed these propositions more 
plainly and unequivocally. 

But in opposition to- this it is maintained in most of 
the Creeds and Catechisms of modern times, that man 
in the state in which God creates him, that is in his 
natural state, has no power to do anything of all this* 
It is said that he is totally depraved. It is said in the 
eighteenth Article of the Creed of the Church of Eng- 
land: ><They are to be had accursed that presume to 
say that every man shall be saved by the law or sect 
which lie professeth, so that he be diligent to frame his' 
life according to that law and the light of nature." 

The tenth Article of that Creed is this : '' The con- 
dition of man after the fall of Adam is such that he 
cannot turn and prepare himself by his own natural 
strength, and gpod works to faith, and calling upon 
God ; wherefore we have no power to do good works, 
pleaipiit and acceptaUe to God without the grace of 
God, by Christ preventing us, that we may have a good 
will, and working with us when we have that good will." 
Artide thirteenth, << Works done before the grace of 
Christ, and the inspiration of his Spirit, are not pleas- 
ant to God ; forasmuch as they spring not of faith in 
Jesus Christ, neither do they make men meet to receive 
grace, yea rather, for that they are not done as God 
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bath wHIed ^nd comniafided them lo be done, we dotibl 
not but they baye the nature of sin.'* 

The Westminster Confession, whieh is the Creed cf 
the Presbyterian Chwrch of the United Btotes, thus 
states the doctrine : *^ Man in bis state of Hinoeenej, 
fmd freedom and power to* will and to.do that whieh is 
good afid weU pleasing to God. Man by his k\\ into 
a state of sin, hath wholly lost all ability of wiH to a«iy 
spiritoal good «ecompanying saivatioii, so »b a naftinra' 
man, being altogether averse from that good, agd dead 
tn sin, is not able, by bis own strength, to •convert him- 
self or prepare hirasdf thereto.'' 

It is tbas expressed in tbe Creed which the Prc^es* 
sors of one of our Theok^ical Seminaries are obliged 
to subscribe every five years : '< By nature every man 
is personatly depraved, destitute of boHness, onlike arid 
oppoe<8d to God, and previously to the renewing agency 
of the Divme Spirit, aJl his moral actions are adverse 
to the character and glory of God, being morally inca- 
pable of recovering the image of bis Creator, vf^ieh 
was lost in Adam, eveiy man is justly exposed to dam- 
nation." 

Edwards, one of the most received tbecJogical wri- 
ters of this country, says on this subject: ^ So long as 
men are in their natural state, they not only have no 
good thing, but it is impossible that they should ever 
have or do any good thing." " Man's nature is whdly 
infected with this enmity against God. Every faculty 
and principle of action is wholly under the dominion of 
enmity against God. Every faculty is entirely and per- 
£9Ctly subdued under it, and enslaved by it. The un- 
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derstandiiig is under the reigning power of this enmity. 
The will is wholly under the reigning power of it. All 
the affections are governed by enmity against God ; 
there is not one affection, nor one desire, that a natural 
man has, or that he is ever stirred up to act from, but 
what contains in it enmily against God, A nattiral 
tnan is all full of enmity against God, as any viper or 
venomous beast is full of poison,'' " Hanging by a 
slender thread, with the flames of divine wrath flashing 
around, ready every moment to burn it asunder, you 
have nothing to lay hold of to save yourself, notliing lo 
keep off the flames of wralh, nothing of your own,, no- 
thing that you can do to induce God to spare you one 
moment," 

I submit it to the judgments of all who hear me, if 
these statements do not bear the marks of tlie wildest 
extravagance and exaggeration ? Are they not more 
like the raving and hyperbolical expressions of a man 
in a passion, or suffering some violent affection of the 
mind, than of a calm intellect expressing the result of 
a candid and impartial examination. To my mind this 
might seem a true picture of a devil, but not of those 
men and women we meet vsrith in common life. And 
when we reflect that these assertions are made to con- 
form to an arbitrary system of theology, a mere hypoth- 
esis concerning Adam's fall, it is almost impossible to 
restrain our indignation against the authors of sucii rash 
assertions, which reflect equal dishonor upon God and 
man. 

The first remark we make upon tiiis doctrine is, that 
if it be true, man is not, in his natural state, in^ con- 
13* 
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^ dition of fair probation, nor indeed of probation at all* 
This appears on the very fece of the doctrine itself; 
*^ Man in bis state of innoeency had power to will and 
to do that which is good and well pleasing to Qod. 
Man by his (all into a stale of sin hath wholly lost all 
ability of will to any good accompanying salvation.'* 
Now to put a person in a condition of fair moral trial, 
according to those ideas' of justice which God has made 
a part of our natures, he must have precisely what 
Adam is represented to have possessed in the state of 
innocence, power to will and to do that which is good 
and well pleasing to Grod. If in. consequence of Adam's 
sm, God brings all his posterity into existence destitute 
of this power, then they are not in a state of moral pro- 
bation. It being impossibk for them to will or to do 
anything pleasing to Crod, they of course can do nothing 
acceptable to him. All the difierence then that can be 
between one of their actions and another is, that it is 
more or less criminal. Until by mimeolocls agency 
this inability is removed, there is no power to will or 
do right; and where there is no power, there can be no 
fair trial, aod no just responsibility. 

Calvin, the great author and patron of this system in 
modern times^ has the hardihood to deny this* conse- 
quence. He says, " The necesrity of sin does not ren- 
der man the less accountaUe for it, nor make it the 
less proper that he should be charged with it ; and on 
the other hand, its bring voluntary is no proof that it 
could be avoided. Exhortations, admonitions, and 
expostulations are not administered to no purpose, 
though it be not in the power of man to obey. We 
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ate net to infer from the commandi of God^ thai man 
has any power of observing them. Conditional prom- 
ises do not imply that man has the free power of d<Mng 
that upon which the promise is suspended, and Ood is 
not chargeable with mocking our impotence, when be 
invites us to deserve his fiEivor, though he knows our ut- 
ter inability to do it." 

An we have to say of such assertions as this is, that 
they do infinite and indelible dishonor both to the head 
and the heart of him who made them, and could only 
have originated in those dark, iron and ferocious ages 
when might was the only source of right, and aH hu- 
man government was a tissue' of cruelty and oppression. 
We say, that were this doctrine true, it would uproot 
and destroy all the foundations of religion, and end in 
a coM and cheerless fatalism. All religious aflections 
are founded on the supposition of God's moral perfec- 
tions. They are founded upon the supposition that he 
is infinitely good and Just. These qualities are essen- 
tial to the very nature of God as an object of religious 
r^ard. Take them away, and we no longer have any 
God. We have a Being at the head of the universe, 
but a God no longer. Suppose him to require what 
men cannot perform, and then to punish them for not 
performing it, and we have the very essence of tymnny. 
All motive for moral action is taken away, and all ground 
for religious affection. We' read of some ravage na- 
tions who pay divine honors to the Spirit of Evil that 
he may not htirt them. And when you have clothed 
the Sovereign of the Universe with the attributes of 
the Spirit of Evil, there remains but one motive for 
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worshipfnng biin, and that is the motiye of abject 
fear. 

But where did Calvin and the.Westminster divines^ 
and the fram^rs of the articles of the Church of Eng<- 
land, g«et the knowledge of this tremendous fnct, that 
every action of every human being in the world, is sin, 
and unpleasing and unacceptable to the Deity, with the 
exception of a few, whose natures he has changed ? It 
is a hypothecs drawn from another hypothesis. It is 
founded upon the supposition that the children of Adakn 
are brought into being with different moral faculties 
from those, which he had. Adam, they say, before his 
fall had power to will and to do that which is pleasant 
and acceptable to God. But his children are different-* 
ly constituted. What proof have we of this, except 
the bare assertion oT these men ? It is not found in 
the original record, nor in any part of the Scriptures. 
The superstitious Jews went so far as to assert that man 
was mortal in consequence of Adam's sin, but they 
never said that all his actions were sin on that account. 
This is a pure invention of modern days. 

It is attempted to be deduced from the account which 
is given of the flood. <' God saw that the wickedness 
of man was great in the earth, ^nd that every imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continu- 
ally." " And God looked upon the earth, and behold 
it was oNTupt, for all flesh had corrupted his way." 

With r^[ard to this representation, we remark, that 
it is made with respect to one period remarkable for its 
wickedness, so as to be miraculously punished. Is it 
fair to make this exception the general rule, and make 
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ail oHLiifcind as wicked as those, whom God declared to 
be peculiarly wicked ? Would it be just in a father to 
say «f his son, that he was totally corrapt, because he 
bad just done something amiss and been punished for 
it ? But it is said, there is a term of positive umrersaS- 
fty used, ^ every imagination of his heart." But go on 
a little further, and you will learn how to interpret 
terms of apparent universality. "All flesh had cor* 
ropted his way." But Noah and his famity bad not. 
5* All flerfi'/ then is not strictly universal Why tben 
should " every imagination be ?" If there were some, 
who had not corrupted themselves, then in spite of this 
tmiversality there might have been some imagiiiations 
in men's hearts which were not evil. Besides, such 
unmixed wickedness as literal universality would here 
assert, is entirely incortsistent with the existence of so- 
ciety or of mankind at all. Sin is a disease of the body 
politic, which like natural diseases cannot go beyond a 
certain point without producing dissolution and death. 
And in society, this point is reached far short of total 
corruption, and I believe, even before tbe evil becomes 
more in amount than the good. A family can Kve to- 
gether till they arrive at a certain pilch of depravity, 
and Uien they will either exterminate each t>th6r, or 
separate. There must be more truth than falsehood, 
or all intercourse must cease. There must be more 
industry thwi idleness, or men would starve. There 
must be more conjugal faithfulness than infidelity, or 
marriages would cease. There must be more parental- 
love and care, than parental hatred and abandonment, 
or the race would becoine extinct. A community lo- 
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tally and thoroughly depraved, could not eiist a \ 
year. 

Besides, it is here said, that '' all flesh had cerryptei 
his way.' ' Could that be said of beings totally depraved 
1^ nature from the very beginning of tte race } Mart 
there not have been something good to have corrupted ? 
AH then that we can infer from this passage is, thai 
that generation of men were very wicked. It does not 
assert the doctrine of total depravity at all. And what* 
ever inferences may be drawn from it are as much 
against this doctrine as for it. 

The declaration that all men bad corrupted their 
way, except one family which had remained pure, im- 
plies not total native depravity, but its opposite, thai 
they all began existence innocent and pure, and mig^l 
have continued so, as that one family did. Their cor- 
ruption was not native, but induced by their own vol- 
untary agency, was not a corruption of naiurty but a 
corruption oi practice. 

Another proof text of this doctrine is taken from the 
confession of David, after tltose two horrid crimes, which 
cast such a dark shade over his, otherwise, so exalted 
character. <^ Behold," he says, ^'I was shapen in in- 
iquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me." Does 
not every one discover in this exclamation, the poetic 
exaggeration of deep and passionate grief ? Do we not 
perceive the same play of an excited imagination, which 
elsewhere declares, ^'Behold thou hast made my days 
as an handbreadth, and mine age is as nothing before 
thee ?" It is evidently not the purpose of David to 
palliate, but rather to exaggerate his crime.. It is an 
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expresnon of his great guilt, wrong from him by his. 
deep penitence. On the other supposition it would 
libber be oflSmng an excuse, than which nothing could 
be further from his intention. The fact, that this pas- 
sage has been drawn into the service, so entirely foreign 
to the subject, having so little relation ^to mankind at 
kuge, is sufBc^nt evidence how few arguments can be 
brought from Scripture in favor of this hypothesis. 

Other passages have been cited from the writings of 
Paul, such as this. " They are all gone out of the way ; 
they are together become unprofitable ; there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one." But what is Paul atr 
tempting to prove ? Not anything with regard to man's 
natural state, but as he says a few verses before : ^^ We 
have proved both Jews and Grentiles to be under sin," 
that is, all stand in need of the Gospel, because all are 
sinful, not totally depraved. These passages are quoted 
by Paul from David, and by David they were used con- 
cerning his enemies and wicked men generally. You 
perceive then, that this awful and revolting doctrine of 
total depravity, and the inability of man to wiH or to 
do anything good and acceptable to God entirely fails 
of support, both from the Scriptural account of the fall 
of man, and from those separate passi^ges, which have 
been alleged to prove it. It therefore falls to the ground. 
And for my own part, I can scarce conceive a better 
refutation of it than the fact that men have suffered 
themselves to be insulted with it so often and so long, 
that tliey have submitted to hear themselves abused and 
vilified by worms no better than themselves, so patiently 
and with so little resentment. 
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Tba doctrine of totiJ depravity is a ni6rehypoliitM»^ 
9 mem aBsertiony which dishooors God, and det tiioya 
the foundations of religion. It dcgradei nan and Idbn 
away all ground of just responiibiltty. We nawrt and 
bdieve, on the contrary, that every human being, wl»a 
k complete, in all his natxumi fiiciidlaef, is in a Male ef 
probation, that be has naturally, as the advoealeaof the 
other system describe Adam to have had, freedom to 
will and to do tbttt which is well plea«nig to Gad. 
That tbe only restraint which is ever put upon man's 
will to prevent hioi from doing the will of God, is Ihat 
of evil hatttt, which be brings upon himself by bis own 
abuse of his freedom. We believe that the inftnt oooaea 
from the hand of its Creator pure from moral slain« 
It is innocent, though without personal merit Thflwe 
^re none of its powers and iaculties which are not ne* 
cessary to its well being, or whose natural operation is 
eviL We believe that God has given to every son and 
daughter of Adam a law in the sense of right and wrong, 
which he has implanted within them ; that they have 
the power, and moreover the consciousness of the pow* 
er to choose between them ; and on this sense of pcHvor 
IS founded the jurisdiction, and the retribution of con* 
science. That every moral act of every human being 
has an effect on his whole future being, for better or 
worse. We believe that this internal law has more or 
less light from without, according to circumstances, and 
like the other powers of num it is capable of more or 
less improvement. Jn the darkness of barbarity and 
heatheniip^, it has the least opportunity of improve^ 
ment, and in a community thoroi^hly imbued with the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Uf^t «Mi pntelice of CimBtiamtj^ the gnsatait^ And 
we fceUeve, that in m, fiituee world ererjr one wiA be 
jedged ftcoording to hit charaeter and<actkMis, cecilpaied 
wilh hit opportumtiet. 

Now we ask^ which of these methods -of divine geff>* 
eniioesit seems mostt to besr the stamp of truth ? There 
ate fovf sottfoes of eTidence wi tliis subjectjMaH^agoti, 
eemeielioe, ob0erra«ion, and thid word of God. ki 41m 
first plaoe^ which seems the most r eaiseiwUe i Dote k 
eommetod itself as probable that God wooM create this 
WQfrld as the first stage of man^e eiristeiioe, a seeaciiif 
pi«paration for eternity, and withhold dw very famBt^ 
tfiaft of willing and doing geod^ whith ahwe tan readet 
Ibis stage of enstence of mrry -ese to -hkn ? Is k ndt 
numifeslly inconsistent to eay that tSod has cteaited tkis 
M a state of proiwition to maH) and ^aces iitm in it.de»» 
titnte of that very )M)Wer which tmakes hkn capable of 
probation, that of witling and choosi«i|S right as well as 
wrong ? According to this theory, the character whieb 
a state of probation is intended to give man the oppor-* 
tnntty of forming by his<iwn vohuitHryaelioos,i»alraafl|gr 
fiMPmed and fixed by the agency of another, I&m trial 
KI already over before it is begun* His diaractte is ab 
ready filed before he has done a sin^ iBteHigdnt^lnit 
antary action. Shall God make man for wtoe^ imd 
then withhold from Mm those very poiwers which lem 
der vtrtne and hap^Mness possible and attainable I The 
tender care of Ood for man is tn»nifo8ted in tea ifaoat 
aatid ways, in the bounties of nature, in the -changes ef 
the eeasoas, in the beauty and grandeur be Ins poured 
over aH his w^ks, in th^ relations of sooiety tand d#» 

14 
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imnUc life, in the power of recovery firon ackaets and 
misferUine* Bol ht» hsppbess depends nmefa tamm 
opon bin power to do r^t. There it an orcter of na- 
ture, according to which if he regulate bis oonduct, a 
hatmony arises which contributes infinitely more to his 
kappiness, than all the richness and variety of nature. 
That course of conduct is what the under^aadittg per«* 
oeives as right* Can we ever believe that God has cse- 
aled in the moral nature of man such a repugnance to 
that right, such an opposition to it, that the soul oaveff 
chooses it till its own nature is miraculously changed? 
Such a supposition, while it attributes to Grod the greal* 
est care of man in little things, imputes to him an entire 
disregard to his higher interests. Is there any reason-* 
ableness in supposing that God would suspend the pow- 
er of millions of the human race of choosing to do right, 
a circmastance infinitely more important to their well- 
being, than any other, on a solitary act of a remote aa- 
oestor? 

But it is said that God miraculously bestows it oa 
some ; or rather restores the power to choose that whacb 
is good and pleasing to him, to a few. We answeri 
this only increases the difficulty. The first suppomtioa 
makes God ii^nitely unjust This acUs the most re- 
vdting partiality. It is utterly impossible from the very 
nature of the case, that one should merit his tegattd 
more than another, for it is imposwUe, previous to this 
mimcukms change, for any one to will or to 'do any« 
thing pleasing to God. The selection then must be 
perfectly arbitrary. Would not that human parent be 
rendered infamous who should load a part of his ebil- 
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dren with boundless fiivors, and condemn the ieat to 
want, and vice, and misery, during i\mr whole lives? 

Bat it may be asked, is it not according to the anal* 
ogy of the present life ? We answer, no. Neither vir^ 
tue nor happiness is the exclusive privilege of any ottt<» 
ward condition. Besides, the ine<{ualities of this state 
of trial may be made up in a state of retribution. 
Whereas, the distinction between having and not bav* 
ing the power of doing right and what is acceptable to 
God, is final and eternal. "* Its effects commence at 
once, and are in their own nature endless and hope- 
less. To deny the justice and impartiality of the Deity, 
is to deny his moral perfections. To deny his moral 
perfections, oveKhrows aH religion, and rendering utter- 
ly uncertain the principles of the Divine Government^ 
makes all attention to the subject a mere waste of time. 
We simply ask you, is the doctrine of total depravity 
reasonabte? 

Our next source of evidence is consciousness, the 
moral nature of man. This is a source of evidence of 
wMeh every one can judge by examining his own mind 
and consulting his past experience. What is the moral 
nature of man ? It is the faculty which the rational 
floul possesses, not possessed by the brutes, of perceiv^ 
tng right and wrong, good and evil, and the feeling, the 
consciousness of power to choose between theii. On 
the conviction and consciousness of possessing these 
two powers of perceiving and choosii^, is founded a 
third attribute, a sense of merit, worth and desert ; or 
of guilt, blame and self-reproach. I appeal to all who 
bear me, to say if they do not recogmz^ in thamaelves 
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ftM fliete powers and ftieuUieSy and an exeroite of tbam 
such as I have described. I now ask if jroo eier Ml 
such an impotenoe of will toward tbat whicb your under- 
standing perceived to be r^t that it was impossible fbs 
jou to choose it ? If you had felt thus iktarly disabled^ 
as much so as a wma in a palsy is to walk, wottU your ^ 
ooBScience afterwards reproach yoa for not dtnog what 
at the time you felt it to be impossible for you to do? 
Are the agonies of remorse at aU mitigated by any cqih 
aeiousness of inability to do what we knew was tight) 
A<^cording to this system, the inability existed, nay, was' 
absblately invinoiUe. Conscience then is a stopendons 
Ue. Remorse is a wanton, unjust, unmerited cru^y. 
The whole moral nature of man is one vast system (rf* 
barbarous deception. Man is made wretched by a 
feeling of Kberty wbieb he does not possessi His is 
just as nnserable as if the cause of his wrong doing were 
in himself, whereas in fact it was in Adam t ko a saad s 
•f years ago. But whQ is tbe author of this naovat na- 
Hire? God. By whose arrangement is it that we iMMre 
this consciousness of power and feding of lemorae? 
Crod's. Then it follows tbat millions ol the huaoan lace 
are undeigoing the torments of remorse, for that fcf 
which they are not at aH to blame, by the ordmatiooof 
God. Does not every principle of reason and every 
sentiment of piety revolt from sueh a supposition ? 

Is it not evident then, that the moral nature of man 
is constructed upon the supposition that he is in that 
slate by nature, in which the Westminster divines ham 
described Adam as having been created, with freedom 
and power t» wiN and to do that which is good, and 
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well pleasing to God ? Which then thall we believe^ 
our own moral nature, and God speaking through it, or 
thati we believe arbitrary systems of visionary meO) 
founded on a few insulated and doubtful texts of Scrip* 
ture? 

The doctrine of total depravity, in the sense of ina* 
bility to choose right in preference to wrong, is contra* 
dieted by consciousness, the highest source of evidence 
we possess. However often then it may be asserted^ 
it is impossible that it should ever be understandin^y 
believed. 

The third source of evidence which I mentioned, is 
observation of the sentiments and conduct of mankind) 
and the course of Divine Providence. We now ask, if 
either of these give any countenance to the dogma, that 
man has not the power to will and to do any good ? 

We will first examine the sentiments of mankind with 
regard to each other. They are constantly passing 
judgnent upon* each other's characters and actiomk 
They are continually praising one kind of actions, which 
they denominate good, and blaming another class of 
actions which they denominate bad. This is universal 
all over the world. It extends to every human being, 
and to every action, which has a moral character. How 
^happens it that there are good actions and good men 
all over the world, if man .is incapable of willing or do- 
ing anything that is good ? How do men perform that 
which this theory supposes them incapable of perform* 
ing? Men certainly are not apt to judge too charitar 
bly of each other ; and according to this theory, being 
disabled from all good, and wholly inclined to all evil^ 
14# 
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tiief must be disposed to harsh, unjust, and uiioharils- 
M& jMJIffiigv among other srns ; hew happens it, that 
men in* judging of each other admit of good as weH as 
bad actions^ good as well as bad men ? Thejr not only 
judge so, but they reward, by all means in their power, 
those acfioos and charaotiers, which they judge to be 
good'? If this theory be true, then they labor und^ a 
total mistake. Everythhig is bad' which is done by 
every human being, with the exeeptvMi of a ^wrj few^ 
and their good deeds are not their own, in any sense 
meriting a reward. 

What is the- supposition upon which alt human laws 
are fbunded, and the rewards and punishments which 
me thereby dealt out to^ mankind ? Upon no other 
certainly^, than that men- are free to choose goodaswell 
as evili If men are incapable of doing good, and tmn 
do nothing but ei^, then human laws are unjust, and 
fiMtnded on a felse supposition. But are not human 
sentinients and fo e Bftg s, human kws and instituStons^ 
fheorchnanees' of God ; and are not they the means- he 
uses to exercise his moral gevemment ; are they not 
indeed a part of that government ? Is it not exereAeil 
without rc^rd ta the giving or withholding any minM> 
uk>us po^er, is it not' exercised over man in his natural 
state ? But this is all wrong and unjust, if man be not 
free to choose good as well as evil. 

The languages of mankind are the best index both 
bf their sentiments and of what realty exists. Men al* 
ways find words to express what they think, and feel^ 
and discover. Men in alt ages and nations have felt 
themseKes to be free, therefore they have liad words^to 
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eippeiB that fnetom. Tfaef htre feltaipprDtNition aiHl 
cbnpprobation, bdtb for tbehr own deeds and tktose of 
others^ Some tbmgi they have called Tirtwe, and other 
tUngs th^ have ciJied vioe. If there were no suck 
thing as virtse, where could sadi a mmd come from? 
Bvt it IB ibudd in all languagea. Is it not unaeeoonta*- 
Uo thai all nations should have made' the same misttrte, 
aiid invented a word for that which^ does not exist ? 
The best etbicat definition of virtoe which has ever * 
been givm, was made by a heathen philosopher more 
than two thousand years ago. He said it was ^* the 
habit <rf that which is right." Now how eouM he de- 
fine so accwrately that, which not only he had never 
see*, bat Imd never existed ? 

We have now finished this part ~ of the discussion, 
vrith the exception of a few q«ibbles open words^- with 
which questions of this kind are always infested, ft 
may be said, that what is caHed virtue among men is 
not good mr acceptable in the sight of God. If yoo 
please to limit and define that, which is good and ac- 
ceptable to €k>d, to be what is done by certain persons 
in certain cii-cumstances, and having passed through 
obtain and^finable supernatural changes, then every 
petty sect on earth, may limit what is pleasing to God 
to ttoeir own Kttle circle. So might a literary sectarian 
and fanatic define intellect to be that mental power, 
which was possessed by the inhabitants of a certain 
street of a particular city, and say, that all the intellect 
of the rest of the world was only called intellect, but 
was not really such. 

How then shall we know what is good and accepta- 
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Ue to Qod ? I will tell you in a few words. Noi from 
the definitions of c(dd«blooded metaphysicians, who 
woiild cut the world up to make it correspond to the 
lines and angles of their own theories, and consign kmt* 
fifths of the human race to endless misery, nicely to 
make out a favorite hypothesis. That is good and ae* 
ceptable to God, which the understanding perc^ves to 
be right, which conscbnce approves, which the moral 
' sentiments of mankind sanction, and which the provi- 
d«ic6 of Grod rewards. That is good aad acceptaUe 
to (rod, which any moral agent does in obectience to 
the highest law which God has given him, be that law 
that sense of right and wrong which God has given to 
all, or education, the moral sentiments of the comonir* 
nity, or revelation. 

Industry is good and acceptable to God. How do 
we. know this ? Because the understanding perceives 
it to be right, conscience approves it, the moral senii* 
ments of mankind sanction it, and the provicteoce of 
God rewards it. Truth is good and acceptable to Grod. 
How do we know this ? Because the understanding 
perceives it to be right, the conscience approvect it, the 
moral sentiments of mankind sanction it, and the prov- 
idence of God rewards it. Repentance is good and 
acceptable to God. How do we. know this ? Because . 
the understanding perceives it to be right, the co&» 
science approves it, the moral sentiments of maAkind 
sanction it, and the providence of God rewards it. 

^* But you are disparaging the gospel," I hear one 
exclaim. '^ Tou are undervaluing the atonement, and 
the necessity of the imputed righteousness of Christ," 
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om» aiM)th«r, <^ Yon ate pfeaehing met^moraliCjry md 
midtii^ it pMsible tfast the beathen may he saved/' 
BOfs a tMvd I answer that I am vtodieatiiiig the ehar^ 
anter of Qod from the most siMdiing mputations* i 
am Tindielitiiig faun from the aspersion of being a Jew^ 
Mb) narrovp, sectariaB God, and mekiDg him, aa bo ia^ 
Ae GeAy and Fatfamry and moid; (xovemot of all ma»* 
biad. I am making him jost aoch a God as he is rep^ 
resented to be m our text. ^ Of a truth I perceive tb«l 
Qod i» no respeclev of persons, b^ in every nation, he 
that Imredi him, and worketh rig^eonanfss> ia aoceptr 
edwithfann." 

But it is saidv yoa nnJie mea to get te heaven bjr 
their own namis^ I anaiarer, it ia noC truot It must be 
thvough the mercjr of Qodty for all have sinned and come 
short. Bat I say bkewise,, wfaat the Scriptures say, 
that every man shall be judged aecording to tJbe deeda 
dene in the body. 

i£ it be meant that man ia faia natutal sM/n can do 
nothing good and aooq)tftble to God in the sense of 
dejkig nothing perieotly and ahselutety good^ then i 
asseait to it. But I sajr nito, that this is e(|uaUy true 
of the moet perfisot of tb/o saints ia %ht. There ia 
some roixtinre of impeefaetion in the best deeds of the 
beat; There k every variety of motive^ and. conae^ 
tftmiky of merit, m tbe viituoas ajcta of aeeountable 
beiaga, from the lowest, abject feac, to the aaost exato-r 
ed, sponteieoua preference £or that whtcb ia good mid 
deight in doing it. 

The last appeal we shall make to observation is tbis^ 
and it seema to be decisive* of the whole quealion. Is 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



108 



TOTAL DKTRITITT. 



there in the mind of raan a preference of wrong oyer 
right, of oTil ov^r good, when other things aire all ecpial ? 
T say nothing of the relative amount (^ good or bad ac- 
tions in the world, I merely ask whether, when a man 
thinks he can attain the same amount of pleasure, or 
whaterer else he seeks, by ekiher a bad or a good ao* 
tion, he uniformly chooses the bad ? If he chooses 
evil for its own sake, always and in all drcumstanoes^ 
then he is totally depraved. Is the prevailing charac- 
ter o{ the species pure malignity, then man is averse to 
all good, and only inclined to all evil. To me this 
seems a description of a devil and not of a man, even 
the worst. I do not think it is a |deasure to any man 
to do violence to his moral sense. I believe that men 
naturally love to see others do what is right and just^ 
and take pleasure in doing it themselves. There is in 
man a natural love for what is just and right, which i$ 
.gratified by doing right, precisely as any of the appe- 
tites or passions is gratified by enjoying its appropriate 
object. How then, it maybe asked, does it happen 
that there is such a vast amount of sin in the workl ? 
How happens it that man sins at all ? We answer, il 
is because the desires and passions are blind, have no 
discernment of morality or immorality in their objei^s* 
That which gives them pleasure seems to them good, 
without regard to its moral character. Sinful actioot 
then are done, not because they are sin, but because 
they are pleasure— not from any love to sin as nn, not 
from any desire to injure others, or to defy God, but 
from an eager though mistaken dei»re of happiness. 
Conscience, or the moral sense, that is, the perception 
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of ligbt and the desire to do it, is g^veo us to regulate 
Ifae aelion of the desireB aod paasioas, to direct them to 
proper, and call them off from improper objects. Aod 
the trial of man is which he shall obey. Sometknes 
one gets the mastery and sometimes the other. This, 
if I nustake not, is the aecount which Paul ^ves of 
himself, even after his eonversk>D. " For Tdebght in 
the hw of God after the inward man. But I see an- 
olhar law in my members warring against the law of 
my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the taw of 
ski, which is in my members." 

We now oome to the fourth and last source of evi- 
dence thai man has power to do that which is good 
amd aoeeplable to God, and that ail men are in a state 
of moral probation, — the sacred Scriptures. 

All the commands of God are so many evidences 
of man's power to will and to do wimt is pleasing to 
him. For if man have not this power, one of these 
consequences will follow, either that God commands 
what man has not the power to perform, which reB* 
deffs the command nugatory, vain, and a cruel mockery 
of man's imbecility, or that he commands that wbkh, 
wben performed, is not good and acceptable to him. 

All the promises of God are evidences that man has 
the power to will and to do that which is good and an* 
ceptaUe to GodI <' The righteousness of the righteoos 
shall be upon him." But according to this theory man 
is incapable of having any righteousness, or doing any* 
thing that is right. Is it said that man's righteousness 
is so imperfect that it is no righteousness at all ? Then 
it will follow that God Imn promised to accept that 
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whbb ^ UMocepilAbfey and '<»lb Aat liglitemisnein 
firhich is not rightaouraefiB, « dkeGt mod phin oontnif 
dioUon in lera». 

AH Am threstonngB of QoJh wonl art so wmj esrU 
denees of loan's pow«r to wil and to do tiiat winch » 
good and wid ptettsing to CUkL If aU nan'p doiigi 
must of aeeewity be eril and m^hl^ frotn dM verjr oon* 
alkutioii wkwth God has gmn iiin, call Ihe Duly be 
tepseaenled in a more itnworltiy light, than m tbr^ii* 
enifig man for doii^ that which lie caonot avoid doing) 
Is it not adding insult to kijttrj^ first to Und aitrn ia 
iMUttrauitioe cfamiSy and then threaten htai with wliips 
teid scorpions, becaase he does not rite «p and wwlkl 

Befides, the Soriptares expressly infoim «s thai^ 
<^ Whatsoever ^ood thing any man doelh, the aooiie 
shall he reoeire of the Lord.'' He wfaa had mcerved 
and improTed the two talents was welcomed, inasmuch 
as he had been fttithful ofer a few thingB, into the jofT 
ef his Lord. ^< Know ye noty that to whom ye ytsU 
jKHursdves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whosi 
ye obej^, whether of sin unto death, or ef obediettee 
unio righteousness ?" ^^ He that doeth righteousopcss ie 
righteous." <' God who will raider onto evei^ oiifi 
aceordmg to his deeds ; to them, who by patient con- 
tinuance in well doing, seek for glory ^ and honor, mid 
immortahty, eternal life. Bot onto them that ave oon-* 
tmlions, and do not obey the truth, hot obey uaright* 
eoosness, indignation and wrath, tribulation Md an** 
guish, upon every squI of man that doeth evii, of the 
Jew first, and also of the G^entile. Bat g^ry, honor, 
and peace, to every man that woiketh good ; to the 
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Jew first, and also to the OentUe. For there is no 
respect of persons with God." 

<' For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do 
by nature the things contained in the law, these having 
not the law are a law to themselves ; which show the 
work of the law written in their hearts ; their con- 
science also bearing witness, and their thoughts in the 
meanwhile accusii^ or else excusing one another/' 
<< Many," said our Saviour, seeing the faith of a heathen 
centurion, '^ shall come from the north, and from the 
south, and from the east, and from the west, and sk 
down with Abrafaim and Isaac and Jacob, in Ike Idng- 
dom of heaven." " Of a truth, I perceive that God is 
no respecter of persons, but in every nation, he that i 
jfeareth ium imd worketh righteousness, is accepted with 
him." 

You perceive then upon what venerable heads the 
du'se of the aulhors of the Thirty-nine Articles of the 
Church of England must rest, even those of Christ and 
Im apostles, for denying total depravity, and asserting 
that every man shall be judged according to that law 
wbkh God has given him, and be saved, receive <d 
God " eternal life" even though a " Gentile," a heatfaeD, 
if he tmve conformed his life to its requisitions, if he 
have, " by patient continuance in well doings-sought for 
^lory, honor and immortality." 

You have now before you tlie evid^ioe for and 
i^nst the doctrine of Total Depravity. I leave it im 
your hands to judge, each one lor himself, whether it 
be probable or improbable, true or fiilse. 
15 
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ELECTION AND REPROBATION. 

ROMANS, VIII. 88, 29, 30. 
" And wb know that all things work togetheb for good to 

THBM THAT LOTB GOD, TO THXM WHO ARB THS CALLRD AOCORDINA 
TO HIS FURPOSB. FOR WHOM HE DID ^ORBKNOW, HB ALSO DID 
PREDESTINATE TO BE CONFORMED TO THE IMAGE OF HIS SON, THAT 
HE MIGHT BE THE FIRST BORN AMONG MANT BRETHREN. MORE- 
OYBR, WBOm HB DID FREDBBTINATE, THEM HB ALSO OALLBD; AND 
WHOM HE CALLED, THEM HE ALSO JU8TIFIBD ; AND WHOM, HB JUS- 
TIFIED, THEM HE ALSO GLORIFIED." 

The doctrine of predestination, or election and rep- 
robation is thus declared in the Seventeenth Article of 
the creed of the Church of England. ^ Predestination 
to life is the everlasting purpose of God, whereby (be- 
fore the foundations of the world were laid) he hath 
eonstantly decreed by his counsel, secret to us, to de- 
Kver from curse and damnation, those whom h6 hath 
chosen in Christ out of mankind, and to bring them by 
Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels made to hon- 
or. Wherefore theyi which he endued with so excel- 
lent a benefit of God, he called according to God's pur- 
pose by his Spirit, working in due season ; they through 
grace obey the calling : they be justified freely : they 
be made sons of God by adoption t they be made like 
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the image of hit only begotten son Jeras Christ : they 
walk religiously in good works ; and at length by God's 
merey they attain to everlasting felicity. 

^' As the godly consideration <>f predestination and 
our election in Christ, is fall of sweet, pleasant, and 
unspeakable comfort to godly persons, and such as feel 
in themselves the working of the Spirit of Christ, mor** 
tifying the works of the flesh and their earthly mem* 
bers, and drawing up their mind to high and heavenly 
things, as well because it doth greatly establish and 
confirm their faith of eternal salvation to be en- 
joyed through Christ, as because it doth fervently kin- 
dle their love towards (rod ; so, for curious and carnal 
persons lacking the Spirit of Christ, to have continually 
before their eyes the sentence of God's predestination, 
is a most dangerous downfall, whereby the Devil doth 
thrust them either into desperation, or into wretched- 
ness of most unclean living, no less perilous than des- 
peration." 

The Westminster Confession is somewhat more bdd 
and unscrupulous in its statement of the doctrine of 
election, and shrinks not likewise from its counterpart 
and consequence, the doctrine of reprobation. ^' By 
the decree of God for the manifestation of his glory, 
some men and angels ore predestinated to everlasting 
life, and others fore-ordained to everlasting death* 
These afigels and men thus predestinated and fore^or- 
dained are particularly and unchangeably designed; 
and th^r number is so certain and definite, that it can- 
not be either increased or diminished. Those of man- 
kind that are predestinated unto life, God, before the 
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feoadatiQii of ibe world was hud, aoeordKng to bit eter-* 
nat and immotabts porpose, and the secret cotinsd and 
good pleasure of b» will, hath chosen in Christ unto 
enrerlaalMig glerj, oat «if hit mere free grace and bve, 
withoal aay foresight ef finth or good works^ or perse- 
necanoe in either of them, or any other thing in the 
creatare, at conditions or canees moring him tiaereto ; 
and all to the praise of his glorioos grace. The rest 
of nmnkindy Grod was pleased according to the m>- 
aearchable coanse) of his own w91y whereby he extend* 
eth or withholdeth nercy as he pteasetb, for tfie glory 
of hia soreragn power ever his creatures, t» pass; by, 
and to ordun them t» wrath for then" sin, to the praise 
of hia glorious justice.'^ 

I presume to say, there ia not one who has listened 
to tbis statement, every feefing ef whose moral nature 
baa not been shocked^ and pained, and outraged by ttna 
aust nsvdtmg doctrine. No words can dMcribe the 
loathing I feel, for a dogma so slanderous to the moral 
chamoter and government of Giod. The ancient doc- 
trine of fote was mild and amiable when compared to 
it. And tbey, who endeavor to Ifastea it upon the BSh 
Ue, are endeavoring to bang a mitt-stone oq the whole 
canse of religioo. 

'What I wish yoe to notice at the very commence* 
ment of tbe discussion, is the wide difierence there ia 
between die apostle's doctrine of deetton, and that we 
have read from tbe creeds el men, you wiM observe, 
that tbe creeds pot many things into it, which tbe apo»» 
de kaves ool, and thus change the complexion of the 
whole doctrine. The creeds connect with it tbe dog* 
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ma of the hll of man, bis being born under the wrath 
and curse of Grod, in the state of damnation by nature, 
entirely disabled from doing the will of God, and, witb^ 
OQt miraculous aid, inevitably doomed to eternal mis-^ 
ery, being without freedom of the will to choose be* 
tween good and evil ; as having no power, no opportu- 
nity of salvation. Of all this, the apo^le's doctrine of 
election is profoundly silent. Not a hint does he dr<^ 
<^ man's being by nature in a state of inevitable dam* 
nation, or that he is not free to choose between good 
and evil. The creeds connect it with the dogma of 
miraculous, irresistible spiritual influences, whereby, 
not only power to choose good, not possessed befoce^ 
is conferred, but the volition to choose good is abso- 
lutely produced ; thereby making any reward or good 
consequences, whicji follow this miraculously produced 
volition and choice, as arbitrary and undeserved, as the 
privations and sufierings of the non-elect are unmerited. 
The apostle asserts no such thing. He says not one 
word of the conversion to Christianity of those wbooi 
he addresses as elected, by any supernatural influence 
bestowed on those individuals, and withheld from others 
who heard the Gospel at the same time. 

^ow to my mind, the creeds, by adding these other 
dogmas, man's inability, and his being necessarily and 
naturally in a state of damnation, and his being convert- 
ed by irresistible power, have entirely changed the doc- 
trine of election, as stated by Paul, and make it anoib^ 
and a new doctrine altogether. What then does Paul 
assert ? What is he treating of in this chapter, and in 
this epistle ? Certainly not of personal election. Ha 

15* 
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18 9fmakimg of the rajaetiM of tbe Jews by God, and 
the adoplioQ of ChnstHms, both Jews mml GeBtUes^ to 
be bis chosen, that is, his elected poeple. He telle 
Cbristiens that thejr ere the cboaen people of God, lo 
whom be had" sent the G^speL This be considers t» 
be a great privilege and blessiag, as it was the design 
of God through the Gospel to make them boly and 
happy. <^And," says he, <^you ought to take comlbrl 
from these consideralioas even in your affietieas^ and 
not sink under them, for to true Christiiins they are the 
means of promoting the very purpose for which tbey 
are called to be Christians. Holiness and sanetification 
are the ends aimed at bolb by givii^ you the Gospel, 
and sending yon afflietiona It is no token of God's 
displeasare, nor ought it to disconrage you. For why 
did God determine in his providence that yon shoold 
have the Gospd preached to you ?" That to " fore* 
know'' HMans the detemnimtion of GM that the Go»* 
pd shall be preached to a people, yen may learn to 
draionstmtion in the beginning of the eleventh chapter 
of this Epistle. Speaking of the JewSj who were aboni 
to be rejected and destrojred, he says : ^ Hath God 
cast away bis people ? God forbid. Fbr I also am an 
Israelite. God bath not cast away his people which he ' 
foreknew," that is, the Christian coasmnnity to whom 
threi^h the Gospel he was to make himself known, and 
whom he thus should take into a peculiar relation to 
htmsdf. As the rejection of the Jews was not person* 
at, nor had immediate respect to their eternal condition, 
so neither had the reception of the Christians in their 
place respect immediately to their personal saliwtion. 
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As tfaere might be some or many Jews after they were 
rejected as a nation, who m^ht be sared personally, so 
tbere might be among those who were elected, that is 
the Christian cottiiminity which he took in their slead, 
some, or many persons who might not be personally 
saved. God, you perceive, foreknew the Christians as 
a people, not as individuals, just as he rejected the Jews^ 
not as indtvidoals but as a nation. Taking this sense 
of ^^ foreknow," which the apostle has given himself a« 
the true sense, the meaning of the whole passage will 
be this. ^<Take courage under your suferings^ for 
they shall promote your spiritual' good. They indeed 
coincide with the very purpose of the Gospel. For 
whal w^s the design of God in detenmning to give you 
the Gospel ? It was with the determtaation or die d^ 
sign that you should be conformed to the image of bis 
Son, that is, that you should be holy and virtuous, if 
yim improve your privileges. Whom he thus designed 
to be good and holy he called, that is, so ordered in bis 
providence that the Gospel should be preached to them, 
and the overtures of the Gospel made to them. And 
those whom he called be justified, or more literally made 
righfeons." And this clause, permit me to remark, 
opens the cause of all the difficulty that has ever been 
made from this passage. All the trouble and dispuler 
to which this portion of Scripture has given rise, baa 
sprung from straining to the letter of logical exactnesa, 
words which were written loosely and in populiar lan^ 
guage. <^ Those whom he called he jsstifi^ or made 
righteous." Now this was literally not a fact. All 
were called, in a literal sense, to whom the Gospel waa 
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preached. But were all who heard the Gospel justified 
and made righteous ? By no means. Some rejected 
it, aud received no benefit from it. It evidently meaosi 
some of them, or many of them, who were called were 
justified, thai is, all who chose to obey. If all who 
were called were not justified, then it follows that all 
who were foreknown were not justified. Where then 
is personal election ? For this is the very thing on 
which the whole question turns. If the identical per- 
sons are not meant in each step, if those who were jus^ 
lified did not embrace all who were called, then it will 
follow that the predetermination extended no further 
than calling. The number predestinated, does not cor- 
respond to the number actually justified or made holy. 
Then it follows that the justified, though they belong to 
the called, do not embrace them all. All the predesti- 
nation there is then, goes no further than we before 
found it from other reasons, to the enjoyment of the 
spiritual privil^es of the Gospel, the means of salvation 
which it affords. This inaccuracy of language, this 
speaking of all who were called as having obeyed, whea 
in fact but a part did, this speaking, as if complying 
with the call were the necessary and invariable result 
of being called, shows us that the language is popular^ 
and loose, and should put us on our guard against build- 
ing important doctrines on it as if it were a cautious, 
logical and intended statement of a particular truth. 
The advocates therefore of the doctrine of unconditioned 
election have attempted to cover up this weak part of 
the argument by making that definite and particular^ 
which the apostle has left indefinite and general, and 
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have 8ap[Jied a word hei^ wbicb is not found nor ia^ 
timated in the original text. They put ia the word e/*« 
fectu(U, which alters the whole complexion of the pas*- 
si^e. All are justified who are ^ec^tiol^ called. Now 
what right have they to interpolate a word in this man^ 
ner, and thus make the aposde assert a doetrioe which 
his o«^n w(Mrds do not assert, and which probably nevei 
came into his mind ? As it stands^ without this word, 
effectual, it does not express the doctrine of pereooal 
eleetion, because if we ialerpret language by facts, all 
were not justified who were called, that is to whom the 
Gospel was preached, it will follow that though all were 
called who were foreknown or predetermined to be, yel 
all were not justified who were catted, and so fore^ordi^ 
nation in this sense will not embrace the same persons 
as justification, and therefore personal election fidk to 
the ground. To remedy this, they put a restriction 
where the iq>ost]e has put none, and say that calling 
does not mean catting unless it be efiectual calling. It 
is unaoeonntable to see what liberties men will take 
with the Scriptures in order to sustain a favorite bypoth* 
esis. 

I now return to the apostle's argument. '^ Those 
whom he justified he glorified.'' Fear not, says he, in 
your troukdes, they shall promote that very spiritual ben* 
efit which the dealings Qf God with you as Chrisliaos 
are intended to produce and secure. If God predeter- 
Boined to send the Gospel to you, it was with the de- 
sign that you should be conformed to the moral image 
of his son. In pursuance of this defflgn be actnatty sent 
the Gospel to be preached among you. The effect of 
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that 18, to make those who are called, that is of course 
as many as choose to accept, righteous, good, holy, and 
prepared for glory. It is not the purpose of the apostle 
to assert the doctrine of personal election. Tt is entire- 
ly foreign to the subject on which he is treating. His 
design is to show the subordination and subserviency 
of each step in God's dealings with them as Christians 
to the great end and result of holiness and glory. The 
certainty of any individual's attaining this result, is no 
where expressed or implied, for it is not even hintecl at 
in the whole discourse. This would depend on each 
individual's own free and voluntary choice. It is not 
to declare that any particular individual would infallibly 
do this, but merely God made such arrangements in his 
providence that he might*^ It was his design in the 
Gospel dispensation that these successive processes 
should be gone through by those who enjoy it. For he 
adds immediately after, <^ He that spared not his own 
Son, but freely gave him up for us all, shall he not with 
him freely give us all things?" That is, shall he not 
make all things, that is all outward things, work to- 
gether for our good, even our afflictions, since he has 
given his Son to suffer so much on our account ? Noth- 
ing shall be wanting on his part, provided, as is always 
understood in Scripture, we are faithful to him and to 
ourselves. 

To what then does Paul's doctrine of election 
amount ? To this, that God predetermined to reject 
the Jews and to choose the Christians, that is, those 
who believed in Christ, for his people, who should en- 
joy the advantc^s of a revelation ; that it was with a 
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desigD that tiuMie who eofojed this revekUon, i&ouU 
become asiiinilated in character to Chris)^ In puniu* 
mnee of this plan the Grospel was preached, and men 
were invited, as it is elsewhere expressed, ^' into hk 
kisgdom and glory." Those who obeyed the call, were 
by the inoral means of the Giospel, made holy, and ac* 
oqited, and glorified by God. Is there anything here 
said of the natural and moral inalnlity of man, and his 
being in a state, by nature, of inevitable damnation ? 
Is there anything said of election causing any individual 
to embrace the Gospel, or does the election which Paul 
speaks of merely give hjm the opportunity ? Is the 
reason why calling is effectual in some, ascribed to the 
iflMnediate operation of God's irresistible power or Spirit 
on the mind of man, or is there not one word said about 
it, and we are left to conclude that it is the free will of 
man, as in other cases, which determines his choice ? 
In short, is the^ predetermination of God represented as 
the cause why any one individual accepts the Gospel, 
or is God's reprobatbn represented as the cause, instead 
of the oNisequenoe, of any man's rejecting the Gospel ? . 
These differences separate this doctrine of election 
as stated by Paul^ and that which is fabricated in Creeds 
and Catechisms, as far as the east is from the west. 
One supposes man to be in a state of freedom. The 
other supposes him chained to the rock of destiny, and 
there tantalized and scourged with the utmost cruelty 
and barbarity. The one represents him as the aabject 
of a just retribution. The other makes him to be re* 
warded without merit and punched without guilt. The 
one represents one man as raised by the inschitabie 
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pnmAeam of God dbote fmother in point of piivilfiges^ 
vrbieb he n^ improve or abose^ but for vduch he ill 
stffiotfy Bcorantabie. The other represents ode inaa«8 
miscd &txa a state of peiditiOD, in which he was itiK 
Thrived by an agency not his own, by the aibidary 
efaoioe of God to a steite of Vernal happiness, and an^ 
oiber, jiist as deserving, left to sink in eternal perdition^ 
witbeitf em having had the epportnnity, by possessing 
freedom of the will, to do anything for his own Mhn 
etaooeu We rejeet then, with horror, the election of 
Creeds and Catechisms, and hold only to that of the 
aposdes. 

Newv we ask, which of these doctrines of electton \^ 
moot aoalogoos to the common providence of God? 
We see a system of election going on continually 
tt^Nind tt& We see men placed by what appears to us 
to be the arbitrary appdntment or choice of God in . 
every possible variety of condition. We see those oon*^ 
ditioDS apparently exerting an inflnence upon their 
moral characters, so that as far as appears to us, a man's 
. virtiioos or vicious character is the natural result or ef^ 
feet of the circumstances in which he is placed, and 
yet we never say, that such a man is elected to be vh^ 
tooos or vicious. And why do we not ? In the first 
place, because it would be making impious imputations 
on God. And in the second place, because we do not 
apprehend sin in any situation to be strictly necessary 
and unavcwlable. We do not feci nor believe that the 
will of man is merely mechanical, operated upon irre- 
sistibly by outward circumstances. We feel and be«- 
fove that it has an indepepdent action by whidi it may 
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mmi ^im^fd iafluences. We see toa, that character 
bap tiot this iqyariaUe and oaechanical correspondeoce 
with outward condition ; that different individuals in 
preoidely the mrm ctrcunastanceS) as far as human pen- 
0tratiM can perceive, act difierentlyi form different 
ohlMracterSy add that it is impossible to tell beforehand, 
vj?lia4 that c}iaracter will be. One person is elected to 
have good and pious parents, ancMiier to derirve his ex^ 
istence from the vicious and irreligious, and though it 
cannot be denied, that as far as we can see^ the child 
of good and religious parents has a better opportunity 
than the child of the * vicious and irreligious, still we 
recognifise no necessary and inevitable connection be* 
tiveen any outward circumstances and any character, 
either good or bad, because we do not see in fact any 
such necessary and inevitable connection. We see the 
children of good parents turn out badly, and the dirl* 
drea of bad parents turn out well. We feel in our- 
selves, we perceive that the int^rity of the moral gov* 
etnment of God requires, that there should be a sense 
of right and wrong within usf and a power to act ao- 
carding to it, compared with which outward circum- 
staoces are but as the small dust of the balance. That 
God makes great diq[>arity in men's outward condition, 
no one can deny, or wishes' to deny; That he does 
this by arbitrary Section is equally certain. To this 
kind of election, the tei'ms of the Catecliisms may be 
appUed with certainty and perfect truth. God has 
chosen individuals to particular conditions, <' without 
any regard or foresight of faith or good works, or per- 
severance in either of them, or any other thing in the 
16 
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creature moving him thereto.'* This is ferfMkj f»fi- 
sistent with his moral character. Nay, we believe, that 
it is in mercy that he appoints in a great measure, the 
outward condition of mankind. As it is necessary to 
the good of the whole, that different individuals should 
have different stations and capacities, so it is equally 
for their good that God should choose the individuals. 
Were it all left to man, this life would be a perpetual 
contest, strife and war for the highest stations, and the 
greatest endowments. That narrow space which God 
has now left open for men to rise or to fell in, creates 
no small degree of uneasiness and emulation. What 
would be the condition of mankind, were every thing 
left open in the same way ? The appointment of man's 
condition, in a great measure, by God, has the same 
tranquillizing and satisfying effect that the distribution 
of desirable things by lot sometimes has, to which men 
. are often forced to resort in their temporal affairs. And 
he who thus appoints the condition of every human 
being, is the rightful and infallible judge how far what 
is good or evil in their conduct is the result of circum- 
stances, and how far of free moral action and sponla^ 
neous choice. The election then, which we main^in 
that the Scriptures teach, finds a close analogy iii that 
election which we know God exercises in his common 
providence, that is, election to privileges and advan- 
tages. But the other doctrine of election to personal 
character, to moral action of one kind or other, finds no 
parallel, no analogy anywhere in the universe, of which 
we have any knowledge. The first is consistent like- 
wise with God's moral attributes, for it is temporary 
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and remediaUey tbe other U inconsistant with the moral 
perfections of God, because it is fiual and eternal 
Wbich then is antecedently and. intrinsically most 
jH-obaUe? 

We will now examine some* of the examples of elec- 
tion mentioned in Scripture, and see to which of these 
IhecHies of election they most accurately correspond. 
The whole nation of Israel are called God's elect 
David says, '< Thy servant is in the midst of thy people, 
whom thou hast chosen," or elected. " That I may 
see the good of thy chosen," or elect. " For Jacob my 
servant's sake^ and Israel mine elect." And in what 
sense were they God's elect ? Not certainly in the 
sens^ of personal election to eternal salvation, for it 
does not appear that they were any better, taking into 
oonsidemtion their moral advantages, than any other 
nation. Another instance of election is that of Jacob 
and Esau. Jacob was chosen, to what ? Not to sal- 
vation, but to have tbe birth-right, which was a mere' 
civil, outward privilege, and he was therefore the father 
of the naticMi of Israel. They both acted in their pri- 
Tate affairs, on their own personal responsibility, and 
we have no reason for believing from anything which 
the Scriptures say, that Jacob was a better man than 
Esail, or was any mor^ likely to attain eternal life. 

The disciples of Christ were elected, but not to per- 
sonal character, or salvation, for one of them was lost 
Paul was elected, not to be saved, but ^Mo be a chosen 
vessel," as God said to Ananias, when he sent him to 
restore his sight, '^ tp bear my name before the Gen- 
tiles^ and kings, and the children of IsraeL" But did 
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this election i^ecure his safvation ? By no means. Hiat 
tiepended on his own moral aets, his on^ oontfoel. For 
he himself says, ^^ Brethren, I count not myself to ha^ 
apprehended, but I follow after that I may apprehend, 
that for whieh I am also apprehended of Ghnst^ I 
%eep my body tinder, and bring it into sdbjection, lest 
that by any means, when I hare preached to others, I 
myself should be a castaway." Is thkr the langtiage Of 
a man who feels himself to be personally elocdied to sal- 
vation ? Certainly not. And if Panl was not, who 
ever was? To what was he ^eoted ? To preach the 
gospel, *^ for,'' says he, " necessity is laid on me, yea, 
wo is unto me if I preach not the gospel. For if I do 
this thing wiifingly, I have a reward ; bot if against 
my wiH a dispensation," or stewardship, *^ ift the gospel 
is committed to me;" and he could not refuse it. Is 
there anything like personal eleetidn in all this ? 

We have already stated the doctrine of reprobation; 
We wiH repeat it, in order to compare it with those 
passages of Scripture from which it is derived. ^< Th6 
rest of mankind God was pleased according to the un- 
searchable counsel of his own will, whereby *he extend- 
eth or withholdeth mercy as he pleaseth, for the glory 
of his sovereign power over his creatures, to pass by, 
and to ordain them to dishonor and wmlh for th^ tmj 
to the pmise of his glorious justice." One of the prin- 
cipal proof texts of this horrible doctrine is this, from 
the ninth chapter of Romans. «* What if God wiNing 
fa show his wmth, and make his power knowvi, endtfr- 
eth with much long suffering the vessds of -wrath fitted 
for destruction." Whom do these voieels of wrsth 
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mesD? Do they mean, as this Catechitnii interprets, 
the rest of mankind, whom Adam ruined, and made in- 
capable of doing anything good, and to whom God ar- 
bitrarily chose not to give that power ? Let the con- 
nection show. <' And that he might make known the 
riches of his glory on the vessels of mercy, which he 
hath afore prepared unto glory, even us, whom he halh 
cailed, not only of the Jews, but of the Gentiles. As 
be saitb also in Qsee, I will call them my people which 
were not my people." Then he is not speaking con- 
cerning mankind in general, he is not speaking of the 
fate of men in a future world at all. He is speaking 
of the Jews whom God had reprobated from being his 
people, and had chosen the Christians, both Jews and 
Gentiles in their stead. It is the Jews then, whgm God 
had rejected and ^as about to destroy, that are called 
the vessels of wrath, with whom God had forborne with 
much long suffering, not wicked men generally. So 
this passage has nothing to do with personal election 
or reprobation in regard to salvation at all. That siii>* 
ject is not so much as touched upon in this whdeeptft* 
Ue. The great burden which lay upon the apostfe'D 
Huod, was the rejection and awful fate of the Jews, 
which was then impending, and in a few yesers after 
took place. He begins this very chapter, thus : '^ I say 
the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bear^ 
ittg me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have ^wal 
beaviaess and continual sorrow of heart, for I could 
wish myself accursed from Christ, for my brethren, my 
kinsmen according to the flerii, who are Israelites." 
This is continued to the end of the argumentative part of 
16* 
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IheEptslte. Further on he says : *' I speak ta you, Oeti** 
tiles." ^^ If some of the bmoches.be broken off, and thoo, 
being a mid oiive tree, wert grafted in among them/' 
^ Boast not against the branches," « because of unbe- 
lief were they broken off, and thou standest by (kith^ 
Be nof high-minded but fear, for if God q>ared not the 
natural branches, take heed that be aileo fi^re flot tfiee/^ 
li this the language which would be addressed by tlie 
a|K)«t)e to men, who wtere personalty add irvevoeably 
elected to salvation, or to Gentiles or heathens, who 
bad been brought into a pecuHar relation te Grod by 
ha?i^ the Gospel preached to them, and had become 
Chrialians, so far m believing on Christ and aeknowl^ 
edging hie authority could make them so, bat slitt were 
in daaig^ of not attaining {hat whereunto lliey were; 
called? 

This view of the doctrine of election, which the 
apostle has himself given, must be kept in mmd, and 
wrii serve as a key to interpret all other passages in 
w4Mch the doctrine is mentioned* Christians are ad-' 
dressed by the apostle as having been chosen in Chrisi 
before the foundation of the world. But bow are, they 
chosen in or through Christ ? They were, inasmuch as 
God bdbre determined at the Ailness of time to send 
Christ, and through him the Gospel to as maay as 
heard the preaching of Christ and his apostles. All 
who believed were taken into an especial relation to 
God. They were chosen then to what ? To be Chris- 
tians ; and if they were faithful, the Gospel would be 
the means of raising them to holiness and happiness. 
Peter ei^presses this wbde matter with great plainness. 
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fie my9 lo ttie Christi»», whom h^ #«b fiddretsitig, 
^ ]^t ye ftre t cktmn generation, » royal jbriesthood, « 
hofy- luitioti, % fecaHtiM peofrie^ that ye thodd show ibrtb 
lh« praise of htm who hath cftUed you oat of dariimis 
titlo his fiiarvdls«» Kght. Which m time ptst wen 
not a people, but new %m the peofrie of God; wUcb 
hed nor obtawied mercy, boi now innre obtained nmt^ 
Of/' But in addreMmg these same ObrMtisins, thk 
eleet, as be had oaMed them, he exhorts tbera lo give 
all diKgence, to add unto faitb Tirtae^ to ftrtaO) kiiovri<» 
edge, temperance, patienoe, godiiiiets. ^^Whepefine 
.the rather, bretbren, gvte all dihgenee ttt iiake jimt 
oailing attd Jetton sore ; for ff ye do these things^ yts 
shall neter feJt" Hew can this be ? Caos a persond 
electioii to eternal life, '^ without foresighc of faith or 
good works,'' be made sure ? Is it then uncertain ? 
The election here spoken of cannot be personal, im«- 
condttional election. It must be calling and election 
to be Christians only, wbiefa is the very point we wished 
to prove. To have the calling and election made sure, 
most be effe<^nssl calling. But this effectual callhig can 
happen only through the free co^Hoperation of nmn^ it 
is only by bis giving alt diligence to onhivate thoee vir- 
tnes, which the aposde has enunmiated, that his calling 
and election a9 a Christian can be made dfeetml to 
his personal salvation. Oh bow different is this from 
the effec^tual calling of Creeds and Cateehisn», which 
is carried on entirety aiMtrarily, withont the interiFen- 
tion of the human will ra^naHy and sponlaneotwly en- 
ereised ! How much more rational, and connstent, and 
agreeable to the moral sense and< experience of man- 
kind ! 
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-I hft?e aearcbed the Scripttu«9 wkh great care, and 
hare been able to find in tbem no trace <^ that persooal 
election and reprobation, which Catecbisms and Creeds 
maintain. I find nothing of human inaUIity, or irre- 
mtihle divine inlBaenee. I do not find that the elec- 
tion, whatever it was, which is spoken of in the iiew 
Testament, extended to any except Christians, or those 
to whom the Gk>spel was preached. I do not find tbal 
it extended to those, who lived before the 4ixne of Christ, 
Of to those, who then bved, or have since lived, who 
never heard of him or listened to the invitations of the 
Gospel. Bnt this leaves the fate of ninety-nine hun- 
dredths of mankind, whose souls are just as dear to God 
as the hundredth part, to be determined, even if tfais 
doctrine be true in the sense maintained, without r^ 
spect to this election. This circumstance is confirma- 
tion to show that system-makers have travelled without 
and beyond the record, when they have extended to 
isH mankind, what was spoken m^ely and sdely of 
Christians. 

The only part of Scripture which seems to my mind 
to have any appearance of teaching predestination, or 
personal, aiivitrary election, is the conversation of Christ 
with the Jews immediately after the miracle of .the 
loaves and fishes, by which many worldly people w^ere 
induced to follow him, not that they might be benefited 
by his doctrine, but that they might idly obtain a sup^ 
port. Whenever he attempted to say to them anything 
of a spiritual and elevated nature, they be^n to cavil, 
and perversely to take that literally which he meant in 
a figurative sense. When be spoke of his beong th« 
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braftd thtt eame <k>«rn from h^aven^ tnesiiiing his doo- 
triae^ they liHsingenuously took him to mean Im pereoH. 
i4i«t m with vegsrd to bi« giving them his fleth. He 
toon grew weary of them, and told tbetn^ ** No man 
oan &3me to me except the Father, which hath sent roc^ 
draw him." And afterwards ; ^ Therefore aaid I ilnio 
}KMi, do man (sm come anio me, except it were given niiio 
bkn of my Father/' These two sentences have at fimt 
«qB[fat the appearance of teaching that the power to be^ 
come a true disciple of Christ was arbitrariiy b»(towed. 
Bat this appearance vanishes when we compare it with 
<Maer parts of tlie same conrersation, and consider the 
oecaaon and purpose for which it was spoken. Some 
tHKi come to him with wrofig motives and with evil dis- 
positions. He telis them that this was not coming to 
him truly and acceptably. ^<It is written in the 
-prophets," referring as was supposed to the times of 
the Messiah, " And they shall be all taught of God. 
Every man thcDefone that bath beard and hath learned 
of the leather conusUi unto me." How then was it that 
it was gif eo to Miea to come to Christ ? This verse 
explains it to be by his having taught* tbem. But in 
«vder that he should teadi them they must leam« So 
he sajNiy Whosoever hath heard and kamed of the Fa- 
ther, oometh to me* Was not this heasring aad learning 
4 perfectly voluntary act ? Then this giving to m«i to 
4mm to Christ was exercised by God not aibitraiily, or 
tmtepeitdefidy of their wiH and free agency, but through . 
it. Those whom God had taught, but who had like- 
wise been willing to learn, were they to whdfai God had 
given to oome accqyiabiy to Christ. Christ does not 
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meeLU to' flay that God arbitrarily gave the power to tome 
and withheld it from others, of coming acceptably to 
him. He means to say that God hath given it to tbem 
who are willing to receive it, that is, who had received 
and obeyed and profited by the instructions which he 
had before given them. So these assertions of Christ 
do not declare the doctrine of arbitrary personal elec- 
tion, when taken in the connection in which they stand, 
and explained by the context, although to a superfidid 
observer they may have that appearance. 

We now. finish our argument from Scripture with 
the conclusion that the doctrine of personal, oncoodi- 
tional election is not taught there. This is enough for 
those who take their religion from the Bible and from 
the Bible alone. 

It now remains to discuss an argument for personal 
deetion drawn fr >m a source merely and purely philo- 
sc^hical, the foreknowledge of God. Does not God 
foreknow every individual who will be saved ? Is it 
not one of the Divine perfections to know, not only 
everything that has been, but everything that ever will 
be ? Has not God foretold in the Scriptures the actiom 
of men long before they happened ? How could he do 
this, unless the future actions, and the future ccNidition 
of every human being were known to him ? How could 
this be,' unless everything is unchangeably predeter- 
mined ? Does it not therefore follow that alL hufiMiQ 
actions^ as well as human events, are arranged in a 
chain, or rather a web, no particle of which can ever 
be displaced ? 

We answer in the firsA place, that this subject is en- 
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ttrdy beyond our coHiprehension. We have no fyied 
data from which we can certainly decide one way or 
the other. For my own part, so little do we know of 
the abstract nature of the Deity, that I am not inclined 
to assert or deny anything very positively conc^ning 
the metaphysical perfections or attributes of the Divine 
Mind. There is much fallacy, I fear, in the language 
we use upon this subject. The word foreknowled^ 
takes for granted the very point in question, that there 
is a kind of Fate above God himself, in which he reads 
what is to come. No future event can be foreknown, 
except by a Being who has the power, and has deter- 
mined, to bring it to pass. Bis predetermination must 
be the foundation of his foreknowledge. That he has 
predetermined every act of his own to all eternity, so 
as no longer to be a free agent, is more than we can 
know, or have a right to assert. While this is the case, 
ail positive assertions concerning God's foreknowledge 
must be rash, and all systems founded upon it can have 
no fixed or certain foundation. 

Though I do not deny the universal foreknowledge 
of God, it is by no means clear to my mind, that in 
saying the Deity foresees and foreknows everything in 
the sense of having foreordained it, we do not take as 
much from his perfections in one particular as we add 
to them in another. That foreknowledge and foreor-^ 
dination of God, which fixes all future events, the ap- 
tions of voluntary agents among the rest, fixes likewise 
the future actions of the Deity. It fixes a kind of fate, 
which, like that of the ancient heathens, binds God and 
man. Such a doctrine, therefore, as much as it adds 
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to Qod'fl omnisckMice, takes away from bit oaiiii)M» 
taaoQ and freedom. It takes ffooi Ua oofmipotrace in 
aaotfcaf wajr. It makes it impossible forl^im to create 
a oootingeiiey, or to cieate aa agent positive^ firee* It 
pKta.il out of bis power to oreale a state of probation* 
II is no more honorable to the Deity, as far as lean 
oanoshre, to suppose him lo gof esn the lAaiverse by a 
dasaee Ihat he made from all eternity, than thai bef^« 
enia it by a present agency, wbicb be ord^s every m^ 
meat according to existii^ circemslances, 'The oatiire 
of a free volition of the human mind, acoordiag to those 
ideas of freedom, wbieh we defive from oof^ciousoeas 
attd observatioB 19^ that if has no necessary and mk- 
avoidable connection with anything that* went before, 
with any state of the mind, or of outvard cireaoH 
staaces ; otherwise it is mechanical, necessary, not free. 
It must be thoa absolutely uncertain how the mind will 
act It M BO knpeacbnAeot df the Divine perfections to 
sappose that he does not foresee that as certain, which, 
for the sake of human liberty and trial, he baa naade 
rnioertaifiu That he governs the material universe by 
certam, fixed, and invariable laws of succesmon, and 
likewise the general course of human events is probable 
aftd uncontradicted ; but that there is left open a cer- 
tain space lor the free will of man to act, so far as is 
necessary to form and display character, is tp my mind 
equally probable. 

At any rate, Grod has made consciousness to be to us 
the highest and most undoubted source of evidence and 
belief. We are. cooacious that we are free, and it is a 
natural impossibility lor us to believe anything else* 
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Whatever speculations we enter into, we shall always 
act upon this supposition. To us it is an ultimate, fun- 
damental principle, not to be done away or modified 
by any other. The whole moral world is constructed 
upon the supposition that we are free. God treats us 
as if we were so. 

Whether the foreknowledge of the Deity be consist- 
ent with our freedom, we do not know. One is a mat- 
ter of remote, uncertain speculation, on a subject con-^ 
fessedly beyond our faculties. The other is a matter 
of intimate, continual, and certain consciousness. And 
if it be not true, all religious inquiries and speculatbns 
are equally vain and unprofitable. 



17 
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♦ JUSXIFiCAXKXM BY ¥A1TBl AND W«1K6. 

JAMBfl, Ut X4r-a6. 

•^W»*« iHWP i^ t«oiwr> iiiT nmwwiMWf t t^c^g* -i, haw ii^r hi, 

HATH VAITH, AMD HATB NOD WO|UK9 ? CAN VAITH SATB ^1U ? IV A 
BBOTHBB OB 8I8TBB BB NAKBD, AND DBSTITUTB OF DAILT FOOD, 
AND ONB OF TOU SAT UNTO THEM, DEPABT IN FBACB, BB TB WABMBD 
AND FILLBD ; KOTWITBSTANDINO'TB OITB THBM NOT THOSB THINGS 
WHICH ABB NBBDFUL TO THB BODT ; WHAT DOTH IT PBOFIT ? BTBN 
BO FAITH, IF IT HATB NOT W0BK8, IS DEAD, B]3;iNO ALONB. TBA, A 
MAN MAT SAT, THOU HAST FAITH, AND I HAYB WOBKS '. SHOW MB 
THT FAITH WITHOUT THT WOBKS, AND I WILL SHOW THBB MT FAITH 
BT MT WOBKS. THOU BBLIBTBST THAT THBBB IS ONB GOD; THOU 
DOBSTWBLL: THBDByiLSAL80BELIBYB,ANDTBBMBLB. BUT WILT 
THOU KNOW, O TAIN MAN, THAT FAITH WITHOUT WOBKS IS DBAD? 
WAS NOT ABBAHAM OUB FATHBB JUSTIFIED BT WOBKS, WHEN HB 
HAD OFFBBED ISAAC HIS SON UPON THB ALTAB ? SBEST THOU HOW 
FAITH WBOUGHT WITH HIS WOBKS, AND BT WOBKS WAS FAITH 
MADE PBBFECT? AND THB SCBIPTUBB WAS FULFILLED WHICH 
SAITH, ABBAHAM BBUETBD GOD,* AND IT WAS IMPUTED UNTO HIM 
FOB BIGHTBOUSNESS: AND HE WAS CALLED THE FBIBND OF GOD. 
TE SEE THEN HOW THAT BT WOBKS A MAN IS JUSTIFIED, AND NOT 
BT FAITH ONLT. LIKEWISE ALSO WAS NOT BAHAB THB HABLOT 
JUSTIFIED BT WOBKS, WHEN SHE HAD BBCBIYBD THE MBSSENGBBS, 
AND HAD SENT THBM OUT ANOTHEB WAT 1 FOB AS THE BODT WITH- 
OUT THB SPIBIT IS DEAD, 80 FAITH WITHOUT WOBKS IS DEAD ALSO." 

The comparative agency of faith and works in the 
justification of omn, is thus expressed in the eleventh 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^tmfincKiAG» nr ^Airfi and w^t^s* 196 

Aitide ^f Ite Creed of the Church of England. '^ We 
are eccounfted righfteoos before God, only for the merit 
of ofUr Lo^ and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith ; and net 
for our own deservings. Wherefore, that we are justi- 
fied by faith ^nly, is a most wholesome doctrine, and 
very foil of comfort, as more largely is expressed in the 
faomity of juj^ification," 

The Wesftminster Confession aiid Catechisms are 
more elaborate ki their enunciation of this doctrine. 
« Those," say they, « whom God eiectuatty <3alleth, he 
freely jfiislilieth, not by infusing righteousness into them, 
b«it t>y pardoning then* sins, and by accounting and 
accepting their persons as righteous, not for anything 
wrought in them, or d<me by them, but for Christ's 
sake alone, not by imputing iaith itself, tlie act of be- 
lieiring, or any other evangelical obedience lo them as 
their righteousness, but by imputing the obedience and 
satisfactioa of Christ tinio them, they receiving and 
resting on him and his righteousness by feith, which 
faith they have not of themselves, it is the gift of God. 
{^itfa thus recmving and resting on Christ and his 
r^^OeMsness, is the alone instrument of justification^ 
Faith ^pistifies the sinner in the sight of God, not be- 
cause of those other graces which do always accompany 
it, or of good works that are the fruits of it ; nor as if 
the grace of faith, or any act th^^of, were imputed to 
him for his justification, but onl]r as it is an instrumet^ 
by wtnch he receiveth and appliet^ Christ and his 
righteousness.^' 

You perceive at once, a wide discrepancy, if not a 
plain contnMiiction, between the doctrine of justificatioa 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



196 JUSTIFICATION BT FAITH AND WOBKSt 

ad stated in the Creeds and Catechisms, and as stated 
by the apostle James. The Creeds say, that ''men 
are justified by God not for anything wrought in 
them or done by them, nor any other act of evan- 
gelical obedience flowing from faith, nor yet by the 
merit of faith itself, but for Christ's sake alone." 
James declares on the other hand, that a man is jus- 
tified both by faith and works. ''Ye see then how 
that by works a^man is justified, and not by fiiith 
only." Now we ask, which is most entitled to credit, 
the apostle, or the Creeds and Catechisms? Both 
cannot be true. He who adheres to the Creeds must 
abandon the Bible. 

Before, however, we compare the Creeds with the 
Scriptures, we shall examine their doctrine respecting 
the efficacy and office of faith, as to its intrinsic reason- 
ableness, probability and consistency. We say in the 
first place, that the doctrine of justification by faith 
alone, or the infinite preciousness of faith, and the 
worthlesness of works, is inconsistent with itself. It is 
admitted on all hands, that faith without works is dead, 
and standing alone is unprofitable. If it produce good 
works, then it is valuable. But if good works are of no 
value, how can faith be more valuable for producing 
that which is worthless ? Is not action or inaction en- 
tirely indifferent, when that which action gains, is of no 
use after we have obtained it ? Of what consequence 
is it whether a man be living or dead, if what he does 
while he lives be of no avail ; if what it is possible for 
him to obtain, have no power to satisfy his hunger, or 
dothe his body, or shelter him from the storm ? What 
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M t cauie good iof^ if the effect it produces be of no 
ralue ? Wliat is tbe seed worth, if tiie fruit be wortk 
nothing ? is there any difference to vdue between a 
tree which bears no fruit at all, and that which bears a 
fmit, which ties useless and untouched by man or beast ? 
It seems to my mind to be a great inconsistency, and 
to approach tery near a contradiction, to say that faith 
withoot works is withoat ?due, and when good works 
accompany 4t, it is Taluable, and still to affirm that those 
good works which give it all its value are worthless 
themselves. Certainty they are valutd^e for diis very 
purpose of giving value to faith. Take away the woriis, 
and the bAth will be WYthoot value. How can it be 
said th«n that works are not. valuable ? If faitk 
be not acceptable without works, and is with then^ 
then to a demonstration it is the works which render 
the fcith accejfrtable. If a man cannot be accepted for 
Aikh without works, or, to use the iechnieal bnguage 
of theologians, his fiiiith is not acceptable, saving fiutb, 
wiless it be acoompaiiied by works^ and is accepted for 
faitfa with the addition of works, » it not plain that the 
works are in fact, howevdr ]rou nray disguise the matter 
in words, tbe ground of his acceptance? With the 
works his taith is acceptable, without them it is not. 
It is all a mere quibble upon words to say that a nan^s 
faith is acceptable when his woiks are good, and stiU to 
deny timt he is accepted on account of bis good works. 
For according to this hypotheas it depends on tbe 
man's works at last, whether he is aocepted or not 
We say then that the theory which snakes justification 
depend on faith alme, but at the same tiase maintains 

17* 
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that no faith will justify a man unaccompanied with 
good works, admits what it seems so strenuously to de- 
ny, that the ultimate ground of justification is good 
works. 

Into just the same dilemma are they driven, who as- 
sert that man is justified by the righteousness of Christ 
imputed to him by faith. For there are different kinds 
of faith. There is a living and a dead faith. Which 
are entitled to this imputed righteousness, those who 
possess a living or dead foith ? Those who possess a 
living faith. But what is a living faith ? That, and 
that only which produces good works. Then he, and 
he ak>ne, is entitled to the imputation of Christ's right- 
eousness, who does gpod works. Good works then, 
on every hypothesis, are the ultimate and procuring 
cause of justification, even that which is by imputation. 
It makes no real difference whether a man's good works 
prove his faith to be good, and theref(M« make that ac- 
ceptable and through that himself acceptable, or wheth- 
er they are considered immediately and directly to make 
him acceptable himself. The diflference is nothing more 
than that of a verbal and metaphysical subtilty. 

In the next place, the doctrine of the justification a^ 
men by faith alone is an unreasonable doctrine. There 
is no reason in the nature of things why faith should 
stand so high and works so low in the estimation of 
€rod. Let us consider them in the light of practical 
utility. Neither of them can be of any immediate ben- 
efit to God. His happiness is entirely independent of 
anything his creatures either do or fail to do. "Neither 
the righteousness nor the wickedness, the faith or the 
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unbelief^ of myriads of beings can add to his happioess 
nor deprive him of it. For what says the Scripture ? 
'' Look unto the heavens and see ; and behold the 
clouds, which are higher than thou. If thou be right- 
eous, what givest thou him ; or what receiveth he of 
thy hand ? If thou sinnest, what doest thou against 
him, or if thy transgressions be multiplied, what doesi 
thou unto him ? Thy wickedness may hurt a man itt 
thou art, and thy righteousness may profit the son of 
man.'' Here then is the standard by which the char- 
acter and value of actions and properties of man are to 
be weighed, their efiect upon human happiness and 
welfare. 

Now we ask, what above all things* else promotes 
human happiness and welfare ? The answer is, good 
works. That is the very quality from which they de- 
rive their name. They are good because they produce 
good. What portion of real happiness does man enjoy 
that does not spring from good works ? Why is the 
child happy ? Because the parent takes care of it, and 
provides for its wants. What are these acts of the 
parent but good works ? God commands them to be 
done, by the law of nature, of morality, and of revela- 
tion. Are they not then acceptable to God inasmuch 
as he loves and cares for little children ; especially as he 
commands and requires them to be done, by the laws 
of nature, morality and aevelation ? Shall not the great 
Parent be pleased with every act of kindness done to 
the children whom he loves ? Why is a parent hlippy ? 
Because his child is affectionate, dutiful and obedient. 
These are good works becaiuse they produce good, they 
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increase the sum of humaii happinees. God defights 
in human happiness. Shall he not love and reward 
that which promotes what he delights in ? What makes 
the dependent hi^py ? Grenerosity , kindness, and chat- 
ity iji those from whom they mnirt derive all they enjoy. 
And bow many millions tliere are of snch on the globe ! 
Gkxl tx>mmahds that generoesty, kindness and charity 
to be exercised. And shall not that kindness, and 
eharity, and generosity, be acceptable to him, when they 
are oopies of his own glorious perfections, whereby he 
causes the suiNo shine on the evil and on the good, 
and sends rain upon the just and the unjust ? 

But yoh say, perhaps, that this is mere morality, and 
morality is nothing in the sight of God. It is rdigion 
alone that he regards. A heathen may have morality, 
and God cares nothing dbout the heathen, or about 
merely moral men, and will certainly doom them all to 
perdition at last. We answer, that these lines dmwn 
between religion and morality, are dmwn by matt and 
not by God ; and more frequently by cold-Mooded big* 
otry and metaphysical divinity, than by charity or com- 
mon sense. That is meritorious, that is religion, which 
a man does from a sense of duty, or in obedience to the 
moral laws of his nature, and a perception of right. 
'Diat is acceptable in the sight of God, which it costs 
■df^sacrifice, and personal privation and labor to per- 
form, in obedience to the highest promptings of the 
mind, and which adds to the sum of human happiness. 
Call it religion, or call it morality, or call it what yo« 
please, you caimot persuade the plain, unsophisticated 
sense of mankind of anytlnng dse, than that everything 
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ig acceptable to God, which his pure and inapartial eye 
sees to be done by any human agent from a feeling of 
duty, from a perception of right, from generous emo- 
tion, from true and pure affection, from love to truth, 
and justice, and righteousness. 

For what is a man made, except good works ? Why 
has he understanding to perceive, and a will to deter- 
mine, and hands and enei^es to execute, but that he 
may do sometl}ing ? And what shall he do ? Not evil, 
certainly, but good. 

And shall that good for which man is made, and for 
. virhich God has prepared him in the very constitution 
of his nature, be nothing worth in the sight of God ? 
Such a supposition is not reasonable. So far fropn good 
deeds having no merit, they are the only merit which 
man can have. It is the only ground of difference that 
we know between a bad man and a good man. 

Now, we ask, what peculiar merit has faith, that it 
should be put so infinitely above works in estimating 
worthiness in the sight of God. 

What is faith ? Faith is the assent of the mind, to 
truth, or it is trust in God. What are the moral quali- 
ties on which assent to truth depends ? / Candor and 
honesty. But they are moral qualities, but not faith. 
Faith then has no moral character of itself, but derives 
its moral character from candor and honesty. Works 
have a positive value of themselves. They produce 
happiness, and fulfil God's law. But were there noth- 
ing in the world but faith, there would be a complete 
stagnation. " The devils," the apostle says, <^ believe 
and tremble." There may be such, overwhelming evi- 
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dence for trath as to make ftrhh irresi&ltible, and then 
belief has no longer aoj merit or momi diaraeter what* 
eter. My faith can confer no happhiess or good on 
others^ thoogh it may on myself. Sut my good works 
may confer great, lasting, eternal benefit on aH aromid 
me. The term faith may be nsed in the sense of ^rust 
in iJed.*^ Undoubtedly this is acceptable to him, for it 
does honor to his perfections. But it is so, only so long 
as I continue to do my duty, that is, while I do good 
works. The moment I cease to do good works, my 
trust in Ood becomes unacceptable and irrational. So 
that fttith e^en in the sense of trust, without good works, • 
is Tain and nnprofitable. Now we ask, if there be any 
reasonableness in placing faith so far above works as a 
. ground trf* acceptance with God ? Especially, we ask, 
if it be reasonable to afSrm that faith is everything, and 
works are nothing ? 

In the next place, we say that the final acceptance 
of naen on account of faith alone is improbable from aH 
we know of the dealings of Crod with man in llie pres- 
ent world. God has so made man that his good deeds 
are the cause of happiness to him in the present, and 
as far as we can see, in aH future time. I know of no 
better, safer, or surer method of learning what b good 
and acceptable in the sight of God, than observing what 
he does. He certainly rewards good deeds, whether 
they are acceptable to him or not. 

As soon as a man does anything good, Gk>d immedi*^ 
ately begins to reward him. He makes others well dis- 
posed toward him and inclined to do him good offices. 
In the sense of their approbation and good offices he is 
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baf^jf, is rewarded* And inasmuch as it is through 
the operation of thai nature which God has made^ God 
rewards, him, as il were through mechanisca. No^ only 
90* Het rewards him in another way, by the pleasurable 
reflections of his owut conscieuce. These begia at cMice^ 
and. as &r a;;, we aee> can n^er terjiunate. As oftea 
as they conoe up, they produce happiaess,. even at the 
remotest period*^ This, is by the constitution which God 
has given the humaa miiid, and is therefore indica^tive, 
if anything can be,, of his disposition and will. 

Now is it probable, we ask, that this order of things 
will cease, and another be introduced in another worlds 
that God's disposition towards good works will change ; 
that he will cease to approve and reward them, and in- 
troduce another scheme of retribution totally different,, 
depending on faith alone? To me this sufq>ositioD is 
entirely improbable. He must entirely change the 
whole constitution of every individual of the human, 
race. He ovust make every human, being forget every 
good, deed he has ever done, or cease to look upon it 
with satisfaction^ Now to my mind this would be. sa 
destroying personal identity, and changing the whole, 
man, as to nuake us no longer the same, persons ; and 
of course, the connection between this world and the 
next would be entirely destroyed. If men are to be 
mised to another life merely to be entirely changed, not 
to be judged according to their actions here, but to be 
treated according to the righteousness which is then be- 
stowed upon them, on account of a quality in them not 
moral to any great extent, viz. more or less faith, and 
thisi not acquired but given, then future happiness be^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



204 JUSTIFICATION BT FAITH AND WORKS. 

comes a thing entirely arbitrary. That this should be 
the case we think altogether improbable. 

If it be meant, as it may possibly be in some cases, 
though most unhappily expressed, that no man can be 
justified by works in the sense of being perfectly inno- 
cent, fulfilling the whole law, that there must be mercy 
in our acceptance, we grant it. That our sins must be 
repented and forgiven, and our deficiences pardoned, 
we do not deny. But that all the good there is in us 
is to be set aside, and something foreign introduced, 
that all that we are, have been, and have done, is to 
cease to afiect our condition and happiness in future, is 
a doctrine to my mind utterly and totally improbable 
and incredible ; nothing in the whole compass of thought 
or conception could be more so. 

There is a strange delusion in the world as to the 
nature of righteousness and goodness, as if it were a 
something distinct from the man who possesses it, and 
to be transferred like any other possession to another 
person. It is a quality or attribute of nmn which he 
can have only from having acted right in his own per- 
son. Goodness cannot be communicated. One man's 
being good never can make another man good, except 
through his 6wn free agency. The righteousness or 
goodness of Christ was a quality of Christ personally. 
It cannot be transferred to another person any more 
than his consciousness or his personal identity can be 
transferred. Neither sin nor holiness are transferable 
any more than the qualities of gold can become the 
qualities of stone. God may pardon men and treat 
them as though they were righteous at the last day. 
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His benevolence might prompt him to do it. But even 
that would be of no avail. Righteousness cannot in 
the nature of things be communicated. Pardon|would 
not make thdm happy. For be it ever remembered 
that no man, even if God treats him as if he were good^ 
and spreads around him all the means of happiness, can 
be happy unless he is good. No man can be any hap- 
pier than he has prepared himself to be. A bad man 
could not be happy, even in heaven. The righteous- 
ness then, which is by Christ, is that from the very na- 
ture of things which he induces men to perform. His 
(^ce is then, as the Scripture represents, '^ to purify a 
people from all iniquity, and make them zealous of 
good works." 

We now turtl to the Scriptural argument. And we 
say, the doctrine of justification by faith alone is contra- 
dicted by the whole current of Scripture from beginning 
to end. If there be one doctrine in the Bible more 
prominent than the rest, it is the doctrine of rewards 
and punishments, that man is to be rewarded for his 
good works and punished for his sins. Upon this prin- 
ciple hung the whole Jewish economy, and God's deal- 
ings with his chosen people for many centuries. Hear 
the fundamental law which God lays down by Moses 
for his treatment of the nation of Israel. '^ And it shall 
come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the 
voice of the Lord thy God, to observe and to do all his 
commandments which I command thee this day, that 
the Lord thy God shall set thee on high above all the 
nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come 
on thee and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto 
18 
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the voice of the Lord thy G<>d. Bteased shak thou be 
in the city, and Uessed shalt thou be ia the field." 
^ Blessed shall be thy basket and thy stoce. Blessed 
shalt thoa be when thou comest in^ and blessed, shall 
thou be when thou go^t out" '^ Though a sinner/' 
says Solomon».'^do evil ao hundred timesyand Usdaya 
be prolonged, yet surely I kaow it diall be well witk 
them that fear God, which fear before him. But it shall 
not be well with the wicked, neither shi^ he prolbog 
his days, which are as a shadow, because he feareth;not 
before God,." It is written in Isaiah, ^' Say ye to the 
qghteous, that it shall be well with him, for they shall 
eat the fruit of their doings. Woe unto the wicked, it 
shall be ill with him, for the reward of his hands shall 
be given him." ^^ If a man," says Eaekiel^ ^^ be just, 
and do that which is lawful and right ;" ^* hath walked 
in my statutes, and kept my judgments, to deal truly, 
be is just ; he shall live, saith the Lord." ^' The right- 
eousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him." Would 
it not appear by this, that works as well as faith are a 
ground of acceptance with God ? Could there be a 
more explicit contradiction of the doctrine that man is 
justified by faith alone ? 

We now come to the New Testament. And there 
we find the first discourse of our Lord, in its whole drift, 
to run counter to it. It is often asserted that the law 
and the Gospel are essentially diflferent in their funda- 
mental principles. Nay, I have heard it explicitly stated 
that the langui^e of the law is, '< Do this and thou shalt 
live." But of the Gospel, " According to thy faith so 
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be ft unto thee." Now, as it appears to me, nothing 
can be more <50Htrttry to feet. The Gospel proposes a 
few still more rigorous and exacting than the law itself, 
and insists on an obedience cftitl more minute and uni* 
versal. It insists not only on all the law demands, but 
moch more. "Think not," said Christ, "that lam 
come to destroy the taw or the prophets. I am n6t come 
to destroy bat to fulfil. For verily i say unto yon, 
Tin heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 
no wise pass from the law, till all be lioflfiHed. Whoso- 
ever therefore shall break one of these least conMnand- 
ments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in" tiie kingdom of heaven ; but whosoever shall 
do ^nd «each them, the same shati be tilled great in 
the kingdom of heaven." What then is not only a 
man^s acceptance, but his eminence in the kingdom of 
heaven, here made to depend upon ? On his doing and 
teaching these commandments. And what is doing the 
commandments but good works? A man's greatness 
in the kingdom is to depend predsely upon the number 
and amovnt of his good works. What them becomes 
of justification by faith alone ? 

Exactly agreeable to this is Christ's close of wh»t 
may be considered, by way of eminence, the preceptive 
part of the Gospel. At the end of the sermon on the 
Mount, which is the summary of the Christian code of 
laws, a very directory of good works, he concludes with^ 
this declaration : " Not every one that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; 
but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven." " Therefore, whosoever hearetk ttese saying 
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of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise 

I man which built his house upon a rock : And the rain 

' descended, and the flooils came, and the winds blew,"* 

j and beat upon that bouse, and it fell not, for it was 

founded on a rock." 

What is the doctrine of the parable of the talents ? 
^^ Thou hast bef n faithful over a few things, I will make 
thee ruler over many things : enter thou into the joy of 
thy lord." Is this the doctrine of justification by faith 
alone, or by imputed, borrowed righteousness, or is it 
justification by works as well as faith ? 

We now come to the great test, Christ's solemn and 
scenic representation of judgment, that very transaction, 
where faith is represented to be so omnipotent and 
works so worthless. 

Is there one word, in all that imposing and impres- 
sive scene, said concerning faith as the one grand, sole 
requisite ? 

Does that transaction look like the doctrine that the 
accepted are justified, ^'not on account of anything 
done by them, or any other evangelical obedience, but 
by imputing the obedience and satisfaction of Christ," 
according to the Creeds and Catechism ? Let us read 
\ the record : " Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
j the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
/ the world : For I was an hungered, and ye gave me 
meat : I was thirsty, and ye gave roe drink : I was a 
stranger, and ye took me in : Naked, and ye clothed 
me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, 
and ye came unto me." " Verily I say unto you. Inas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, 
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my brethren, ye have done it unto me." What then 
becomes of justification by faith alone ? Is it not 
strange, is it not unaccountable, that it should have 
been passed over in most profound silence, in this very 
transaction where it is supposed by this theory to bear 
sway alone ? Should not the Judge rather have said, 
<^ Inasmuch as ye have had faith, although I set aside 
and disregard as filthy rags, your own rigliteoustiess, 
your own good deeds, I impute to you the righteous^ 
ness of another, and on that account bid you welcome 
to eternal joy ?" Such should have been the language 
of this passage, had the doctrine of justification by faith , 
alone been true. "They that have done goody' ^ says ) 
the Saviour, " shall come forth unto the resurrection of 
life ; and they that have done evil unto the resurrection 
of damnation." 

I need not repeat to you the proposition with which 
we commenced this division of discourse, that the doc- 
trine of justification by faith alone, is contradicted by 
the general current of Scripture, and explicitly in many 
of the most important passages. 

Whence then came the doctrine of justification by 
faith alone? How cpuld it have originated in the 
minds of men, and thence found its way into Creeds 
and Confessions in opposition to so much that is plain 
and unequivocal in the word of Gt)d ? It claims to be 
founded on Scripture too. Many texts are quoted in 
support of it, among which are the following, from 
Paul's Epistle to the Romans : ** Therefore, by the 
deeds of the law, there shall no fiesh be justified in his 
sight." " Therefore we conclude that a man is justi- 

18* 
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fied by fiuth without the deeds of the law." Now one 
of these two things is certain, either that the Scriptures 
contradict themselves ; one part affirming what another 
denies ; or that one part or the other has been misun- 
derstood, and thought to teach a doctrine which it does 
not teach. We cannot suppose that Scripture contra- 
dicts itself. There must be then some misapprehension. 
On which side is it most likely to be ? Which is most 
likely to be mistaken, the very few passages in which 
the doctrine of justification by faith alone is thought to 
be taught, or the whole compass and course of Scrip- 
ture,' in which judgment according to deeds is incul- 
cated? 

Let us then examine these few passages in the writ- 
ings of Paul, and fpe if they have not been misappre- 
hended. James says in our text, << Ye see then how 
^t by works a man is justified, and not by faith only." 
Paul says, <^ Therefore we conclude that a man is justi- 
fied by faith without the deeds of the law." It first 
occurs to remark, that the expressions are not identical, 
though similar. James asserts, that men are justified by 
works, that is, as the connection demonstrates, acts of 
moral goodness. Paul asserts that men are not justified 
•=— by what — not works simply, acts of moral goodness, 
for then there would have been a plain contradiction, 
but by the' deeds of the law. Now acts of moral good- 
ness, and deeds of the law may be very different things, 
and thus Paul may not deny what James and the rest 
of Scripture assert. James declares^ that no man can 
be finally accepted by God, unless he be a good man. 
Paul may mean, and probably does mean, that a man 
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may be a good Christian, without conforming to the 
law of Moses. Paul in this Epistle to the Romans, and 
more especially in that to the Galatians is arguing 
against the Jews and Judaizing teachers, who taught, as 
we are informed in the Acts, that the converts from 
heathenism must be circumcised, and keep the law of ( 
Moses in order to be saved. Paul taught on the con- , 
trary, that it was only necessary to believe on Christ, / 
repent, and live according to the Gospel. It is not his / 
design to disparage works of moral goodness, for the 
last five chapters of this very Epistle are taken up in 
recommending and enjoining them on Christians, but to 
draw off the Jews from their bigoted attachment to the 
law of Moses. But why does Paul apparently speak so 
highly of faith, and so disparagingly of the law ? Be- 
cause he was defending the new religion against the old. 
The old, as the degenerate Jews then supposed, placed 
salvation in a minute and superstitious observance of the 
laws of Moses. The new, Paul declares, has another 
method of bringing men into a state of salvation, into a 
state of nearness to God and acceptance with him. He 
has set forth Christ to be a propitiatory, or mercy seat ; 
in and through him he offers pardon, reconciliation and 
justification, or acquittal as the word means in this con- 
nection, to all mankind, both Jews and Gentiles, on con- 
dition of faith, repentance and obedience, without any 
regard whatever to the law of Moses. And this is 
what he means, when he speaks of being justified by 
faith in opposition to the deeds of the law. Faith then 
in this, and similar passages, does not mean bare belief 
alone, but the whole Christian religion, as distinguished 
from the law of Moses. 
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But in order to understand the writings of Paul, with 
regard to faith and the works of the law, we must take 
a brief view of the state of things at that time, and con- 
sider what was the great controversy of the age. When 
Paul wrote this Epistle, the Jewish temple was still 
standing at Jerusalem. The ritual of Moses was still 
maintained. The ceremonies and festivals, and all the 
national worship which had been established and recog- 
nized by God for ages was still kept up, and as flourish- 
ing as it ever had been, and no external indication had 
yet appeared that it was soon to decay. The Jewish 
nation was as yet apparently the chosen people of Grod. 
The first Christians were Jews, and at first preached 
only to Jews, and thought the Gospel was intended for 
them alone, although their Master had explicitly told 
them to go and teach all nations. The vision of Peter 
and the conversion of Cornelius, a Gentile, convinced 
them that they had not hitherto comprehended the ex- 
tent of their commission. Before this, they themselves 
lived after the Jewish manner, abstaining from particu- 
lar kinds of food, forbidden by the laws of Moses. 
Thus, instead of mingling with the Gentiles as they 
were designed to do, they shunned their society and 
kept themselves entirely distinct. There was danger 
then, if they went on in that way, that Christianity in- 
stead of becoming an universal religion, as it was in- 
tended to be, and spreading among the nations, the 
heathen would consider it as a petty Jewish sect, bound 
up in the same exclusive peculiarities, which had iso- 
lated them. The vision of Peter, and the conversion of 
Cornelius, opened their eyes, and showed them that 



Digitized by VjOO'Q IC 



JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH AND WORKS. 213, 

they must throw off all their Jewish peculiarities, and 
associate freely with the heathen, and prench to them 
the Gospel likewise, receiving them as Christians on the 
same terms as the Jews. This, however, did not satisfy 
their Jewish converts ; they considered themselves still 
as Jews to be the favored people of God, and, inas- 
much as their temple was standing, and its rites una- 
bolished, their religion still to be sustained by God and 
to have the divine sanction. They insisted then that 
the heathen converts to the Gospel, must become Jews 
as well as Christians, be circumcised and keep the law 
of Moses, as well as th^ laws of Christ. Thus Chris- 
tianity was in danger of perishing in its very inception 
by being identified with Judaism. This attempt of the 
Jewish converts to bring the Gentile Christians under 
the bondage of the Jewish law, seems to have emanated 
from Jerusalem. We read of it in the fifteenth chapter 
of the Acts. <<And certain men which came down from 
Judea, taught the brethren, and said, except ye be cir- 
cumcised, after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be 
saved." These emissaries went around wherever the 
apostles had established churches, endeavoring to propa- 
gate their doctrines. Paul, who was commissioned from 
the first as the especial apostle of the Gentiles, and as 
such felt himself bound to defend their rights and liber- 
ties, from the outset resisted this imposition. <' When," 
we read, <^ Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension 
and disputation with them," they determined to send 
and consult the church at Jerusalem on this matter. 
The council held at Jerusalem, at which the apostle 
James presided, decided against these Judaizing teach- 
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ers, and determined to lay none of the burdens of the 
Jewish ritual upon them. Nothing daunted by thk de- 
cision, these false teachers went on to disseminate their 
doctrines, and disturb the churches which Paul had 
planted. To counteract their influence and combat 
their dodtines was one of the pronmient objects of 
Paul, in almost all his Epistles to these churches, which 
he wrote to them in his absence. Hence it is that we 
read so nnidi in his writings concerning the law in 
contrast with the Gospel, ^so much apparently to the 
disparagement of the law and the commendation of 
the Gospel. Not that he mtdervalued the law in its 
place, but considered it inferior to the Oospel as a synH 
tern, and was therefore, destined to give place to it. 

But in proving and illustrating this great truth, in^ 
drawing this contrast between the law and the Gtvspei, 
to the advantage of the latter, he makes use of inan^ 
. arguments which are addressed only to lews and whidi 
tsJ^e them on their own principles, and though calcu* 
lated to lead them into the truth, yet when considered 
as logical and fMlosophical reasoning, would not per- 
haps be considered as conclusive by any other than a 
Jewish mind. ** 

" Let it not be counted strange by you Jews,*' «ays 
the apostle in that paragraph, whence the chief argu- 
ments for justification by faith are taken, *^ let it not be 
considered strange that God should admit the heathen 
into a state of favor with him, such as you have hitherto 
supposed yourselves exclusively to possess, on condition 
of their believing in Christ, or their faith, without sub- 
jecting them to the laws <^ Moses. I can show you 
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from your own Scriptures, that faith has before been 
favorably regarded by God, in one not subjected to the 
laWj or even to clrcuoicision. You read in your own 
Scriptures, that "Abraham believed God, and it was 
Imputed unto him for righteousness." And observe, 
(which is the chief point of the argument,) thia was &e- * 
fore he had received the rite of circumcision* And if 
Abraham obtained the favor of God before circumcisioUj 
why may not the Christian converts from heathenism 
without circumcision and the ceremonial law ? Why 
then subject them to it at all V Ahhough the apostle 
says that ''Abraham believed God and il was imputed 
unto him for righteousness,'' he does not say or intimate 
that this was the sole and whole ground of hia justifica- 
tion or acceptance with Gody but merely that it was an 
act acceptable to him. And even this contradicts the 
CreedSj for they say that faith itself is not imputed to 
the believer as righteousness. The Westminster Con- 
fession expressly declares, that men are justified not 
''for anything done by them, or wrought in them/' not 
by imputing faith itself the act of believing^ "but 
by imputing the obedience and satisfaction of Christ/' 
" But/' continues the apostle, " there is still according 
to your Scriptures, another ground of justlication open 
to the Gentile Christians without conforming to the laws 
of Moses, or indeed without respect to works of any kind 
strictly speaking. For does not David say, '^ Blessed 
are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins 
are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord 
will not impute sin/' But who is he? He who has 
sincerely repented. " Here then is another ground of 
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justification open to the Gentiles without subjecting 
them to the law. It is not necessary therefore to sub- 
ject them to it. They may be justified even according 
to your Scriptures, without the deeds of the law. 

It was by seizing on* detached passages in arguments 
»like these, and wresting them from their connection and 
the argument in which they are found, that the doctrine 
of justification by faith alone has been framed and sup- 
ported, so contrary to the general sense of Scripture, to 
innumerable distinct passages, to reason, and common 
sense. What Paul really thought of the worth of mere 
iaith may be learned from other parts of his writings, 
such as this : << Though I speak with the tongues of men 
and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as 
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And^haugh I 
have aU faith, so that I could remove mountains, and 
have~not chanty, I am nothing." This was the right- 
eousness with which Paul desired to appear before the 
tribunal of God, when he says, " that I may be found 
not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, 
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the right- 
eousness which is of God by faith," that is. Christian 
righteousness and not Jewish righteousness. 

I might g» on, did time permit, to show why it was 
that the Reformers, Calvin and his associates, who were 
the principal authors of our present Creeds, extracted 
this doctrine with such infinite labor from the Scriptures, 
and then maintained it so strenuously. I might show 
you, that it was to oppose what they thought the great 
error of the church of Rome, the doctrine of superero- 
gation, or the accumulation of a fund of good works, if 
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we may so speak, in the Catholic church, by virtue of 
which they pardoned sins and sold indulgences. The 
reformers thought, if they could establish the doctrine 
of justification by faith alone, and of course the worth- 
lessness of good works, their adversaries would be en- 
tirely prostrated and the abuse of indulgences would be 
cut up by the roots. But in opposing one error, we have 
seen, as it often happens, they fell into its opposite, and 
erred as much the other way. "Ye see then, how that 
by works a man is justified, and not by faith only." 



19 
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SALVATION. 



1 TIMOTHY, L W. 

** This is i. faithful satihg, ahi> wobtht of all ▲ccbfti.tioh, 

THAT CHBI8T JESUS CAMS INTO THB WORLD TO 8AYB SINNBBS.'' 

The subject which is to occupy our attention this 
evening, is the most important which can engage the 
mind of man — salvation, deliverance from evil, and the 
attainment of everlasting happineeis. This is a theme ^ 
more interesting, if possible, than those we have hith- \ 
erto discussed. The topics we have already considered ' 
have been connected with the highest and the deepest / 
objects which can be explored by the human mind^^ 
We have contemplated the nature and attributes of the 
eternal One. We have traced him in his works, in his 
providence, in his revelation, in his purposes. We 
have looked into his dealings with the human race, in 
the state of nature, and under the discipline of a super- 
natural dispensation. We have attempted to investi- 
gate the moral nature and constitution of man, as to its 
endowments, its powers and -capacities. We have 
contemplated the Mediator of the New Covenant, Jesus 
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Omst, in bis natim mnd office, in the pcnpoee and <le* 
Mgn -of Ms miMioii. 

We are now lo oemider ^ fimctieal bearing of all 
these «abjeol8 upon us,tHir condition, our proBpecto, 
our happiness; In sbert, we are to consider -of wImA 
benefit all these things can be to man. We are to 
iCQiisider this sufbyect >of salmtion, deliverance from pres* 
ent and future evil, and the attatmnent of present and 
future happiness* This is a subject which must be 
deeply interesiang to every one who hears me this night. 
In «very bosK^m lunv bdiare me there burns an un- 
quenchable thirst for happiness, and an unoonquerat^ 
aversion to suffering. l%ere is too, ki each one a 
s^ong 'desire and expectation of irarmorlality. Exibt* 
ence l^ien is to each of you an endless, nuinteitHinable 
prospect. Your only, your atl-absoibing inquiry must 
be, bow this kiteraiinable ^exislenoe is to be passed ; 
in a lAate of happiness or of suffering. 

You have already had experience of both enjoyment 
and suffering. And tlie necessary result of that expe- 
rience is, tha!t yon desire in future %o escape as much 
isufiering, wad obtain as much happiness as you can. 
Bat the silfibriiigs you have already endured, divide 
t hemselves into two kinds, those which were unavoid^ 
able, and those which might have been avoided ; those 
'which have arisen from natural causes, such as toil, 
care,' bereavement, and those whidi have arisen from 
misconduct, feeling, speaking, and acting wrong, con- 
trary to your own convictions of right. These two 
classes comprehend all the evils we have already felt, 
or ever can fed. They, of course, are the only ones 
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we can ever fear. These two classes of evils are slill 
further distinguished by this circumstance, one of them 
necessarily injures the mind, the soul, the other does not. 
External and unavoidable evils, such as toil, care, pain, 
sickness, bereavement, do not injure the mind^ they 
sometimes'improve it. When they are over, the mind 
recovers from them, and is often the better and happier 
from having experienced them. The other species of evil 
wrong-doing, is pure, unmixed evil. It injures the mind* 
It not only destroys happiness, but it pollutes and de- 
grades the soul. Its evil does not cease with the act^ 
nor with its immediate outward effects. When these 
are over, its bad consequences still remain in the soul, 
a feeling of shame, degradation, self-reproach, and ill- 
desert, and a diminished capacity for happiness, from 
any source whatever. Among these bad consequences 
may be enumerated the greater liability to do wrong 
agaii^ whenever temptation is presented, and thus to 
involve the soul still further in suffering and guilt 
There is this further distinction between them, outward 
evils must perish with the body, and therefore cease 
at death ; moral evil, wrong doing, produces its effects 
upon the soul itself, resides in the soul, and of course 
ipust go with it wherever it goes, and abide with it 
wherever it abides. ^ 

Again, a great amount of outward evil may be brougbl- 
on, and actually is produced by wrong doing. Much 
of natural evil is produced by moral evil. ^ It would 
be amazing to see, were the whole connection of causes 
and effects revealed to our view, what a vast proportion 
of the outward miseries of mankind are brought upon 
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themseltes by their own and each other's mtscondnct. 
•What a large amount of the poverty under which the 
multitude of mankind continually groan, is brou^t upon 
them by idleness, extravagance and vice, and then what 
an amount of vice this very poverty reproduces. How 
many of the diseases and pains of men are induced by 
fntemperance and excess. How much of the social 
disquiet which afflicts and disturbs society, arises from 
bad and ill-govemed passions, from wrong desires, pur^ 
suits, and principles. In short, sin is the great, the 
radical, the all comprehending evil of this world. De- 
liver mankind from sin, from its commission' and of 
course from its consequences, and what a glorious world 
we might have! The whole present condition and 
future prospects of man would be bright and cheering. 
We said that the class of moral evils' were avoidable. 
They are avoidable because they ttepend on the will, 
the voluntary conduct of men. This then is the only 
salvation of which man is capable, the sahalion Jirom 
moral evU, from sin. Of no other salvation is he capa- 
ble, because all other evils clepend not on his will, of 
on his conduct. They are for wise and benevolent 
purposes, the allotment of God. No innocence of life, 
no virtue of character can save a man from them. 
**The creature was made subject to vanity, not willing- 
ly," "but in hope." Now, we ask, is not this deliver- 
ance of man from moral evil, from sin and its conse- 
quences, an achievement devoutly to be wished ? What 
philanthropist, what benevolent heart, that earnestly 
desires the present and eternal happiness of his fellow 
beings, but must as ardently wish to see each individual 
19* 
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of the bumaD race delivered from no? i care not what 
his peculiar views, or creed, or principles, may be, he 
roust wish to see sin the great scourge of humanity, de* 
stroyed. And so must every human being feel with 
regard to himself. No good comes on the whole, of 
doing wrong. That is our great trouble when review^- 
ing the past, so we feel it to be our great danger in tbe 
future. The greatest blessing we can possibly experi- 
ence is to be delivered from it, because it is the great- 
est bar to our happiness here and hereafter. This we 
believe to be the precise object of the mission of Christy 
of all that he did and taught and suffered. ^' Thou 
sbalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people 
from their sins." 

But our desires do not stop liere. We desire ooC 
only deliverance from sin, but positive enjoyment 
While we expect inomortality we wish to possess hap- 
piness. This again is of two kinds, that which flows 
from outward causes, such as are under the immediate 
superintendence of Providence, and that which springs 
from doing and thinking and feeling rjght For those 
sources of happiness which are outwi^rd, we are de- 
pendent immediately on God, and must be so forever. 
But he has hitherto not been wanting to us, and there- 
fore if we are faithful to him and to ourselves, we have 
no reason to suppose that he ever will be. What a 
world he has given us for our abode ! How richly is it 
stored with everything that can minister to our wants ! 
In the prc^essive stagps of our lives, what provision for 
our improvement and our enjoyment! In the relations 
of society, what scope for the expansion and gratifica- 
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tion of the clffections ! He who has already done so ' 
much, can in future do anything for us our happiness 
may require. He who has thus prepared this magnifi- 
cent world for our abode, may, when we have passed 
through its probation, provide an abode still more rich 
and resplendent, such as eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the imagination of man conceived. 

There is as we before said, another fountain of hap- 
{Mness in ourselves, doing right. This depends upon 
our own choice. And it is equally rich in happiness 
with the outward world. You have all tasted it. You 
have felt the blessedness of doing your duty. You have 
felt the satisfaction of doing what is just, in opposition 
to what would promote your own selfish interests. You 
ha? e felt the holy calm and peace of a conscience 
<clcar and at rest. You have felt the glow of pleasure 
with which every act of kindness and charity and genr 
erosity is forever after remembered.' You have felt the 
delight of sympathy with all that is good and pure 
throughout the universe. In short, in your better hours 
you have felt a sympathy with the holy benevolence of 
the blessed Jesus, who came to seek and to save that, 
which was lost, and went about doing good. It is the 
design of his mission, of all that he did and all that he 
taught, to confer on you this happiness, all that satis- 
Action which springs from doing right, all that felicity 
which he enjoyed on earth and now enjoys in heaven, 
where he is reaping that reward which was set before 
him. He would accomplish this by making you like 
himself, by rendering you good and holy. 

Now we ask if there be not something rational and 
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itftetKgible m this iriew of salvation i Boes it not enfist 
jronr best synipiithies and feelings ? Does it not seem 
an object wortliy of the labors and sufferings of the 
great Messiah? Is it not ireed from the common mys- 
tificatfoas im ifv%idh this plain and simple subject is in- 
volved by the technical phrases of metaphysical and 
theological language ? 

There is I know another view of salvation and the 
agency of Oirist in bringing it about. We are aware 
thULt tfiere are other views which make salvation an oat«* 
ward, coarse, material afikir. Salvation hy Christ, ac- 
cording to the Creeds and systems of divinity we have 
been examining, consists not in the moral and persua- 
sive power he exercises over the mind, to reform, purify 
and strengthen it, to make it forever to enjoy the plea- 
sure «ind happiness of righteousness, but to procure 
\he pardon of sin fi>r a certain number. In the lan- 
guage of the Westminster Confession, <* Christ, by his 
obedience tmd death, did fully dischaige the debt of 
aB those that are thus justified, and did make k proper, 
real and full satlslkction to his Fathei^s justice in their 
• behalf.** God justifies men, says this Confession, « not 
hy infusing righteousness into them, but by pardoning 
their sins, and*"" accepting thcSr persons as righteous ; 
n6t ibr any thing wrought in them or done by them, but 
for Christ's sate alone; not by imputing feith itself, 
the act of believing or any other evangelical obedience 
to them as their righteousness ; but by imputing the 
obedience and satisfaction of Christ unto them, they 
receiving and resting on him and his righteousness by 
iaith ; which faith they have not of themselves ; it is 
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the gift of God." Does n6t such a system of salvation 
as this, outrage and disgust every reasonable principle 
of the human mind ? Is it not the preaching of such 
doctrines as this, which has driven hosts of the very 
best minds, and I fear I may add hearts too, into the 
ranks of infidelity, or made them listen coldly or super- 
ciliously to the Gospel as a tissue of paradoxes, riddles 
and contradictions, fit only to amuse and beguile the 
weakest understandings, but entirely removed alike from 
the regions of common life and of common sense ? 

Such a doctrine of salvation as this, we do not hesi- 
tate to aver, to be utterly inconsistent with the laws of 
mind, with the attributes of God, and the nature of 
man. 

In the first place, it is said that Christ saves men by 
discharging their debt. Let us examine this matter a 
little, and see if it be possible in the nature of things. 
What analogy is there between sin and a debt ? A 
debt is a sum of money, which another may pay and 
dischai^. But is sin such a thing as to be separable 
from the sinner, and thus be transferable, and be dis- 
chaiged by another ? It is a transaction between God - 
«nd the soul of man, in which no third person can in- 
termeddle. It is written not only in the book of God's 
retribution, but it is written in the soul of the sinner, 
and nothing but the tears of true penitence can wash 
it out, and when the conscience is cleansed, just so 
soon does God blot it out of the book of his remem- 
brance, for so it is written, not once or twice, but many 
times in the Bible. He that <' confesseth and forsak- 
eth" his sins shall find mercy. << If we confess our 
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sins, he is foithM and jast to forgiTe us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from afll unrighteoosness/' The idea of 
our sins being discharged then like a debt by anodier, 
withoot our repentance, is an impossibility in the na« 
ture of things, and if we do repent they are imitaTf^ 
fotgiren by God without the intervention of a tiiird 
person. That third person therefore, in order to bring 
fibout the foigiveness of our sins, must bring us to re* 
pentance. Arid this is the very thing by which we 
maintain that Christ is the Saviour of men^ so far as 
he brings them to repentance for what Ihey have al- 
ready done amiss, and saves them from <x>ramitting shi 
in future by forming them to virtue and holiness. 

In the second place, the system of salvation by im- 
puted righteousness, or ^e vicarious discharge of the 
sins of a part of mankind, makes it a thing entirely ar« 
bitrary. If it is ^' not for anything wroi^ibt in them, 
or done by them,^' that the righteousness of Christ is 
imputed to them, then there will be at the day of judg^ 
ment, no ground of preference of one ^ver another. 
The whole human race will stand on the same ground. 
The selection of some for happiness, and others for 
misery will be perfectly arbitrary. There will be no 
reason why some are received into enjoyment, atid 
others sent away into suffering, except the arbitrary 
will of the judge. And can any one believe that he 
will proceed thus arbitrarily ? No one surely, who has 
a singte idea of €rod that is honorable to his chara^er. 
<' Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ?" 

In the third place, according to this principle the 
discipline of this world as a state of probation is entirely 
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loal and thrown away. The pains and pleasufes o| 

this life, of)era ting upon our moral nature, free to choose 
as guided by the understanding, are plainly a discipline 
to U9, to wean ub from sin and attach us to virtue. Char- 
acters according to our ideas formed from ejcperience^ 
is a thing of slow growth. It is formed by a long 9uc- 
ceasion of actions. It cannot from the very nature of 
things be communicaled to a man> Actions cannot 
be communicated, and they are what constitute char- 
acter. Almighty power cannot communicate actiooa 
to a man which he never did. The disciphne of thii 
life as far as we see^ is intended to make man do cer- 
tain actions and refmin from others^ By doing one 
class of actioDB and avoidit]^ another, he attains happi- 
neaa and escapes misery, — and what is this but salva- 
tion r This world seems to be intended as a prepara- 
tion for another by the formation of a character. Bui 
what is the use of this character and this pre pn ration, 
if it is to be set aside at last^ and men are to be judged 
by a character communicated, instead of the one whick 
has been formed ? ' Tliis syslam of salvation by imputed 
righteousness contradicts every phenomenon in the 
moral world. It is inconsistent with tbje nature of 
Ibuigs* It supposes what is not true, that $in. is of the 
nature of a debt, something foreign and separable from 
the soul of the sinner which may therefore be paid, ex^ 
piated or discharged by another. A belter analog j 
would fiave baen^ that it is a poison taken into the sys- 
tem, which so far as it exist^^ must continuaHy operate 
to destroy happiness and produce misery. It can be 
expelled only by repentance and reformation, and by 
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the laws of our nature the effects will remain even after 
the poison is expelled just in proportion to its amount, 
and the time it had been injuring the system. 

This system, we have moreover seen, makes salva- 
tion arbitrary, partial and unjust, and therefore, entirely 
unworthy of a just and holy God. Besides, it over- 
throws a fundamental principle in our nature and con- 
dition, proclaimed by a thousand according voices with- 
in and around us, that we are in a state of probation, 
(H^paring by what we do, forming a character, for our 
whole future existence. This theory entirely destroys 
all connection between this life and another. 

This leads us to speak of another view of salvation 
by Christ, which seems to us to be equally erroneous. 
It is said that salvation by Christ consists in restoring 
the ruin by the fall. A parallel is drawn, based on a 
few passages of Scripture, between what Adam did 
against us, and what Christ did for us. And what was 
the injury which Adam inflicted on his posterity ac- 
cording to this system ? He ruined their nature, so 
vitiated their moral constitution, that they are incapa- 
ble of willing or doing anything good and acceptable 
to God. Now we ask, how could what Christ did and 
suffered and taught, restore the natures of men who 
lived and died ages before he was born ? To have done 
away and counteracted the effects of the sin of Adam, 
it should have restored the nature of the posterity of 
Adam before they b^an to act, and have given them 
the power of acting right, of which according t0( this 
system they were brought into the world destitute. 
The woA of Christ did not counteract the effects of 
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the foil of Afkniy assuming for argument sake thai the 
hl\ of Adam did affect the nature of his posterity as kp 
asserted, for they came intq the world and acted and 
formed characters under this moral inability to do good 
and right. The work of Christ did not interpose so 
fiir as to give them a fair moral probation, for they cOuU 
do nothing but evil. They were under the necessity 
from the first of sinning and suffering its punishment, 
bying up wrath against the day of wrath. They were 
deprived, according to this hypothesis, of the power of 
doing anything that is good, and of course of enjoying 
the happiness and the good consequences of it. We 
ask again, what effect could that which Christ did and 
suffered liave had to change and restore the natures of 
raeQ who lived and died ages before he was bom ? 

But it may be said, that the sufferings and obedience 
of Christ were intended to have an effect on God, to 
induce him to remedy the effects of the fall. We aiH 
swer in the first place, that it is an imputation on the 
character of God, to suppose that he needed to be 
moved by any other being to do what was right and 
expedient ^n itself. This is representing some other 
bdng as more wise and more benevolent than God^ 
which to my mind seems littje short of impiety* In the 
second place we say, the remedy was not applied in the 
right place. To have made the work of Christ com- 
mensurate with the injury of Adam, we ought at our 
birth or creation to have been restored exactly to thi^t 
condition which we should have occupied had Adan^ 
never sinned, to the condition of pow^r to do good as 
well as evil. But according to this system, man has 
20 
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no such power, every act in his natural state is wroog 
and deserving God's damnation. This supposed work 
of Chrisfin inducing God tp change men's natures, is 
not commensurate with the supposed work of Adam in 
ruining them. One is as hypothetical and imaginary 
as the other. But it may be rejoined, though God may 
not be induced by what Christ has done to restore the 
ruin of the fall in this world, he may on the confines of 
another, and by a transfer, an imputation of Christ's 
righteousness, may restore man to what he would have 
been had Adam never sinned. We can only answer, 
that if he extends it to one he must on the same prin- 
ciple extend it to all, and all be made happy alike. But 
this, all who maintainahis system most strenuously de- 
ny ; it is moreover, utterly improbable from all we know 
of God, or see of his character and providence. All 
experience and all revelation assure us, that all men are 
in a state of probation and are to be judged according 
to the deeds done in the body. 

One more specimen qf what we regard as erroneous 
views of salvation, and we shall have finished this part 
of the subject. It is often said, with great flippancy 
and great apparent smartness, <^Your salvation will 
never do for me. I cannot trust myself in the hands of 
your Saviour. I must have an Almighty Saviour." 
We answer that this remark is more flippant and^ smart, 
than sensible or conclusive. We ask in return, for what 
purpose do you require an Almighty >Saviour? To res- 
cue you from the hands of God ? You are in his hands, 
and must forever be. No one can deliver you from him. 
Hear what the Saviour, Christ, says : " My Father is 
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. greater than all, and none is able to pluck them out of 
my Father's hands." This remark instead of invalidat- 
ing our views, merely sho.ws the misapprehension of 
those who make it of what Christian salvation is, and 
how it is effected* That remark goes upon the suppo- 
fiitionj that Christ saves men just as some giant would 
rescue a man from Uie hands of robberSj or snatch him 
from a dwelling in flames, from a wreck on the seas, or 
from the walk of a dungeon. They seem to suppose 
that Christ saves men by drawing tJiem out of the fires 
of a localj materia] hellj where they liave been cast by 
an angry and incensed God. In these gross, material 
conceptions of salvation, they entirely forget that salva- 
tion is a state of the mind, not the place in which the 

* mind is. The hinderance of happiness is in the mind, 
not out of it. It is the criminal when suffering deep in 
his soul the horrors of remorse and so absorbed in his 
crime that he can think of nothing else, any more hap- 
py when under the broad and beautiful heaven j sur- 
rounded by the luxuriance of this magnificent earth, 
than when in the silent recesses of his dungeon ? 

Besides, this coarse, material conccpUon of salvation 
supposes two things that are false : one^ that any other 
being can be more powerful than God Almighty ; and 
another, that we are, or can be safer or happier in any 
other hands than in those of our heavenly Father, whose 
very nature is love, and who pilieth us as a father piti- 
elh his children. No ! The difficulty is in our own 
souls. It is there that we must be saved by being de- 
livered from the power of in-d welling siiu There is no 
waiit of readiness on the part of God to bestow happi 
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ness on men, as far as they deserve it, or as far as they 
have prepared themselves to receive it. He cannot 
make a bad man happy, either according to the laws <rf 
his moral government, or according to the nature of the 
mind. The vicious, degraded mind, retaining its identic 
ty, is incapable of receiving happiness, as much as a 
diseased man is incapable of receiving ease and comfort* 
Milton, the poet of religion and of human nature, has in 
the character of Satan set this subject in its true light* 
The apostate exclaims : - — 

** Me miseiable ! which way shall I fly 
Infinite wrath and infinite despair? 
VThich way I fly is Hell ; myself am Hell ; 
And, in the lowest deep, a lower deep 
Still thcB^tening to devoiir me opene wide, 
To which the Hell I suffer seems a Heaven." 

That stat^ of the mind has been brought on by vcJ- 
nntary action, by abuse of the free wilL It can be re- 
moved only by a change of that action. It can be only 
by repentance, reformation, and obedience. Man must 
be saved from sin by voluntarily changing the action of 
his mind. You perceive then, that alm^htiness is not 
the quality in the Saviour demanded, is not the indis- 
pensable requisite in salvation from sin. Were that the 
fact, is there not omnipotence enough in God to effect 
it ? Certainly, all must confess that there is. But this 
is not the appropriate agency, or God our heavenly Fa- 
ther would choose to exercise it. Almighty and irre- 
sistible power, exercised upon man's mind, would de- 
stroy his free agency. And God chooses to save men 
through their free agency, not against it. Aknighty and 
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inresisiible power exerted on man's will, destroys the 
morality of his actions, makes them neitjier good nor 
bad, deserving neitiier praise nor blame, reward nor pun- 
ishment. They are mechanical. He is a mere ma- 
chine. His actions are no longer his own, but those of 
the Being of wliotn he is thd passive instrument. 

What you compel a man to do by irresistible powefj 
makes him neither better nor worse. He can become 
worse only by exercising his own choice, so he can re- 
<3over and become better only by exercising the same 
choice. Choosing bad actions is perdition, choosing 
good actions is salvation. It is plainly not the purpose 
of God to save men against their will^ but through their 
wilL All tlic salvation then, of which men are capable 
from the very nature of things, in a moral point of view, 
is by persuasion J insl ruction, motive, inducement, of- 
fered to the understanding, and through tlie understand- 
ing to the wiJL This principle may be illustrated in a 
thousand ways* Suppose a man is intemperate. How 
can lie be saved and made a bc^tter man ? Suppose 
God, by an act of his almighty povrer, destroys his ca- 
pacity of excess, or annihilates at] desire of stimulating 
drinks. The man is saved from intemperance. But 
how is he saved ? By ceasing to be a moral agent in 
this particular. He is no better than he was before. 
To be saved in a moral and Christian sense of the term, 
he must change his course of conduct, still possessing 
the same powers. But how must he change ? It must 
not be by a foreign, irresistible force, as we liave seen, 
for that would destroy the moral character of his actions. 
He must be savod^ if saved at all, by motives, persua- 
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sion, knowledge, inducement, operating through the un- 
derstanding upon the will. He who should thus per- 
suade him, would be his saviour, in the only sense in 
which he is capable of moral salvation. 

What is true of this particular case is true of all 
moral salvation. It can take place only through the 
understanding and the will, by persuasion, instruction, 
motive, inducement. Almighty power, irresistible fcH^ce, 
is not the requisite to these. Nay, it is .inconsistent with 
them. The exercise of it would destroy them all. 
Force and persuasion are contradictory to each other. 
Where force begins, there persuasion ends, and free 
i^ncy, and moral accountability, good or ill desert, end 
with it. ^ 

You perceive then, that the flippant remark which 
many of you have often heard, hai^ more of smartness 
in it than point, and shows more ignorance than good 
sense. We have seen that almighty power, resistless 
force, so far from being necessary, are positively ex- 
cluded, from the very nature of the work to be per- 
formed. Persuasion, instructicm, motive, inducement, 
being the.only means of salvation which the nature of 
the case and of man admits ;. he who can exercise thesie 
in the most perfect manner, has all the powers and at- 
tributes which the nature of the case requires or admits. 
Such powers and attributes had Jesus Christ, by the 
gift and endowment of God. 

God surely is almighty enough to save all mankind, if 
mere power were all that were requisite. He might save 
all mankind from sin by his resistless power. But it 
would not be such a kind of salvation as the case of man 
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requires. It would not be a moral salvation. It ^ould 
Jbe a mechanical salvation. It would reduce men to 
mere machines, destroy the moral character of their ac- 
tions, and in saving men from sin, make virtue, which 
consists in the free choice of good when evil was equal- 
ly in the power of choice, impossible. 

A part of salvation consists in inducing men to choose 
and perform good actions, so as to form a good and ho- 
ly character. Mere force, destroying the freedom of the 
will, would defeat then, instead of promoting salvation. 
We see therefore why God permits that which is other- 
wise so inexplicable, so much moral evil in the world. 
He will not break in. upon man's free agency. It is 
necessary to the very existence of all the goodnops there 
is in being. He therefore bears with the evil for the 
sake of the good. 

You perceive then the utter futility of that common 
reasoning tbdt you hear, which argues because Jesus 
Christ is the Saviour of men he must therefore be an 
almighty being rnd one of the Persons of the Trinity. 
We have seen by an examination of the nature of things, 
that the exercise of almiglity power is excluded by the 
very nature of the work he has to do. Persuasion, in- 
struction, motive, inducement, it does not require al- 
mighty power or infinite attributes of any kind to im- 
part, and the very constitution of man's moral nature 
forbids the use of any other. It is sufficient then that 
the Saviour af men should be endowed and furnished 
by God with all the powers and means to instruct, per- 
suade, move, and induce. We believe and think that 
the uniform representations of the Scriptures asser, that 
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these Were the very powers and means which God be- 
stowed on Christ. We believe that God conferred on. 
Christ those powers and means which were exactly com- 
mensurate with the work he was to perform, that of sav- 
ing men from their sins. We see no evidence in Scrip- 
ture that he possessed .these powers and means inhe- 
rently. We see, on the other hand, abundant evidence 
and assertion that they were all derived and communis 
cated. " All things," says he, " are delivered unto me 
of my Father." " I can of mine own self do nothing." 
" The words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself." 
" The Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works." 
" God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost 
and witji power." " God giveth not the Spirit by mea- 
sure unto him." 

From the considerations we have now gone through^ 
we are able I hope to understand more clearly the na- 
ture of Christian salvation, or of salvation by Christ, 
And we are now prepared, I trust, to answer the fpllow- 
ing important questions : What is it to be saved i 
From what are men. saved ? Who is the Saviour of men ? 
How-<Ioes Christ^^effect men's salvation ? 

First, what is it to be saved ? If our investigations 
into the nature of man have resulted in the discovery of 
truth, it is to be induced to forsake sin, and practise 
goodness, to leave off doing wrong actions and to do 
right actions in future, to repent of what we have done 
amiss, and in time to come to avoid those evil actions 
we have before done, and those which we have nevef 
done, but which we are in danger of doing. This is to 
be in a state of safety^ in a state of salvation. This is 
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ku^Iy described in the Scriptures, baiah displays it 
in his exhortations. ^^ Wash ye, make you clebn ; put 
away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes ; 
cease to do evil ; learn to do well ; seek judgment ; re- 
lieve th& oppressed ; judge the fatherless ; plead for the 
widow," "Though your sins be as scarlet, ihcy ahall 
be as white as snow ; though they be red like crimson, 
they shall be as wool/' " There is now no condem- 
nation to ihem which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit ;" that is, who avoid 
sin, and pmcttse goodness. According to this idea, true 
Christians are said to be already saved, ** According to 
his mercy he saved us J' True Christians were in a 
state of salvation* Salvation is then a stale of freedom 
from the guilt of sin and the habit of sin, and is the 
practice of goodness, begun here and perfected in hea- 
ven. U is eternal; final salvation ; for moral evil is the 
only evil, which can accompany or follow us into an- 
other world* All other evils and sources of un happiness 
must cease, and be destroyed at death. 

Second J from what are we saved ? We are saved 
from sin ; not merely from punishment, but from sinful 
habit, from a state of moral degradation and debase- 
ment. The evil of sin ia not so much that it is written 
in God's book of account against us, as that it is writ- 
ten in our own souls, enters into and as it were pollutes 
our spiritual nature, like poison or a disease. While it 
is in us, and so far as it is in us, we are in perdition, 
we are in hell, or hell is in us- That Saviour, who should 
interpose to expiate our sins, as it is called, and should 
procure them to be expunged from the records of hea- 
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ven, would still do us no good, for they would still be 
in us, and as far as they existed, would destroy er pre- 
vent our happiness. He must bring us to repentance 
and amendment, and then we shall begin to recover 
from our disease, and again enjoy health and happiness. 
And as fast as we rid ourselves of them, so fast they 
disappear and vanish from the book of God. For what 
says the Scripture ? " But if the wicked will turn from 
all his 43ins that he hath committed, and keep all my 
statutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he shall 
surely live, he shall not die. All his transgressions, that 
he hath committed, they shall not he mentioned unto 
him ; in his righteousness that he hath done, he shall 
live. Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should 
die, saith the Lord God, and not that he* should return 
from his ways and live ?" He that " confesseth and 
forsaketh" his sins shall find mercy. ^^ Her sins," said 
Christ of the weeping penitent, " which are many, are 
forgiven." " Let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon." 

We are able to answer the third question :* Who is 
the Saviour of men? We can answer it in the very 
words of Scripture, the word? of the apostle Peter. 
" The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye 
slew and hanged on a tree, Tiim hath God exalted to be 
a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance unto Is- 
rael, and forgiveness of sins." But is he the original 
cause, the first Mover of our salvation ? By no means. 
He was^ raised up by God, and exalted to be a Prince 
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and a Saviour. He then is the instrumental cause of 
our salvation, and God is the original cause. God is 
our Saviour in the primary and Christ in a secondary 

senile. 

All the powers By which Christ suves men, were coni- 
munjcaied to liim by Godj they were uot original and 
inherent. He was by the right hand of God exalted to 
be a SaviouTj that is, received from God the qualifiGa- 
tions and means to achieve nian's salvation, to give men 
repentance and forgiveness of sinsj to produce in them 
penitence and holiness. 

This brings us to the fourth question we proposed to 
answer: What are those powers and means which God 
conferred on Christ, and in virtue of which *' he is able 
to save them to the uttermost wfio come unto God by 
him ;^* how does Cfiriat save men, or how does God 
save men, through Christ ? 

Let the apostle Peter answer this question : ** God 
having raised up his Son Jesusj sent him to bless you, in 
turning away every one of you from his iniquities," It 
is a moral salvation then which he is to effect. It Is a 
change in human conduct, from doing wrong to doing 
right- And does not this exactly correspond to the re- 
sult of our investrgation into the nature of man, and the 
kind of salvatioji he was capable of receiving ? How 
does he bring about this change in their conduct ? By 
the exertion of resistless power ? That would be incon- 
sistent witii their free agency and the moral character 
of their actions. The only means, which their moral 
constliutloii will admitj are persuasion, instruction j mo- 
tive, inducement J offered to the understanding of meoj 
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and through their understanding to their will. Nothtiig 
is good or evil in man, or of good or ill desert, which 
does not pass through the understanding, is perceived 
by it to be good or evil, and is embraced or rejected as 
such by the will. The idea of making men good by ir- 
resistible power, almighty influence of any kind, is im-* 
possible. It destroys the very nature of goodness, which 
is, that it must be the free choice of right. 

Christ must save us then, if he saye us at all, accord- 
ing to the laws of our own nature, by persuasion, in-* 
struction, motive, inducement. And ia not this the very 
nature of his Gospel ? Is it not all persuasion, instruc- 
tion, motive, inducement ? Christ saves us then by his 
Gospel. Its wisdom is superhuman, and carries with it 
intuitive conviction to the mind of man. And God gave 
the Gospel to Christ. " I have given unto them^'' says 
he, in his prayer, " the words which thou gavest me." 
" My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent roe.'' 
** Sanctify them through thy truth ; thy word is truth.'* 
" The grace of God, that bringeth salvation, hath ap* 
peared to all men, teaching us that denying ungodliness 
and woridly lusts, we should live soberl]^, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world." " I am not ashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that believeth." ^^ Being 
born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever." 

Christ saves men by his perfect character, for it in- 
structs and persuades by the most powerful of all means, 
example. It likewise confirms the Gospel, and gives it 
power over the minds and hearts of men. It leaves us 
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an example that this should follow hit steps, and then to 
us there is no condemnation. 

He saves us by his crucifixion and his resurrectionj for 
by devoting himKclf to death, to sustain the declaration 
'^I am the Christj'' he sealed the truth of his Gospel 
with his blood. By his resurrection he made immor- 
tallty sure, and brought the whole weif^ht of eternal con- 
sequences to bear upon the alternatives, the promises 
and the threatenings, which his Gospel presents, hold- 
ing out to those who by a patient continuance in the 
ways of well doingj seek for glory^ Honor and immor- 
tality, eternal life; but to those that are contentious 
and obey not the truth, but obey unrighteousness, in- 
dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish upon every 
soul of man that doeth evih 

We have now reached the great object and end of 
our inquiry, and conclude that Christ saves men, not by 
expiating their sins, but by saving them from their sins, 
not by miraculously changing their natures, but by 
changing their moral action through instruction, persua- 
sion, motive, inducement ; not by overpowering the will, 
but by exciting it to light exercise. Does not salvation 
by Christ then appear to be a very simple, intelligible 
matter, after all the mystery that has been poured over 
it? Does it not appear in admirable consistency with 
all the laws of the human mind ? Does it not enable 
you to settle a question of infinite moment to each one 
of you, viz, whether you are saved or not ; whether you 
are in a state of salvation or perdition ? Have you been 
persuaded, moved, induced by the Gos;pel to forsake 
sin, and practise goodness, or to avoid that sin you were 
24 
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Id danger of committiog ; then you hare experienced, 
and are experiencing Christian salvation. If not, no 
matter what you believe, or whether you believe no- 
thing, you are in a state of perdition. For the tinner 
must suffer as long as he continues to sin. ^^ Chnst," 
in the words of the apostle, '^became the author of 
eternal salvation to them," and them only, '^ that obey 
him." 
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LECTURE X. 



REGENERATION. 

1 ra:T£R, I. 33-85. 

** Being born jlgjun, not of corbuftiblb sbbd, but or ingos- 

BUPTIBLB, BT THB WOBD OF GOD, WHICH LIYBTH AND ABIDBTH 
FORBYEB. FOB JlLL FLESH IS AS GBASS, JLND ILL THB GLOBT OF 
MAN AS THB FLOWBB OF GBA8S. THE GBASS WITHBBBTH, AND THB 
FLOWBB THBRBOF FALLBTH AWAT : BUTT THB WOBD OF THB LOBD 
BNDUBBTH FOBBYEB. AND THIS IS THB WOBD, WHICH BY THB 
GOSPEL IS FBEACHBD UNTO YOU.'* 

It will be the object of this discourse to examine and 
explain the doctrine of regeneration; as it stands in the 
Scriptures, in the Creeds and systems of men, and asi 
displayed in the phenomena of Christian experience. 
The main point to be kept in view throughout the 
whole, and which it is our chief purpose to settle is, 
whether in this process the mind of man is active or 
passive, whether it be effected by a power without or 
beyond the mind in which the mind is acted upon ; or 
whether it be an achievement, in which the mind is ac- 
tive, uses its own powers and that assistance which God 
grants to all our actions, in the use of the means which 
he has appointed. We wish to know if the reason why 
one is regeaerated and another is not, be a neglect on 
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his part -to exercise a power which he possessed but 
failed to use, or the neglect or failure on the part of 
God to communicate to him those special influences of 
his Spirit or power, which are necessary to control the 
will and change the character. 

It follows as a necessary part of that system of Divin- 
ity which we have been so long examining, and which 
contains the doctrine of the fall of man, the entire cor- 
ruption of his nature^ the consequent siofulness of every 
act, and his entire inability to will or to do anything 
good and acceptable to God, that the mind with its or- 
dinary powers and assistance^ cannot originate any aet 
or train of action, which is either good in itself, or leads 
to any good. It follows then as a necessary conse- 
quence, that as in punishment of the sin of Adam, God 
made the natures of his posterity in such a way that 
they can do not)iing good, so nothing but an act of the 
same Almighty power can change that nature ao as to 
give it even the capacity to do anything gpod and ao 
ceptable to God. 

The state of man by nature is thus expressed in the 
tenth of the Thirty-nine Articles of the Church of Eng- 
land. ^' The condition of man, after the fall of Adam 
is such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself by his 
own natural strength and good works, to faith and call- 
ing upon God : wherefore we have no power to do 
good works, pleasant and acceptable to God, without 
the grace of God by Christ preventing us that we may 
have A good will, and working with us, when we have 
that good will." 

In the Westminster Confession it is said, ^^ All those 
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whom God hath predestinated unto life, and those only, 
he is pleased in his appointed and accepted time, effee- 
tually to call, by his word and Spirit, out of that state 
of sin and death, in which they are by nature, to grace 
and salvation by Jesus Christ ; enlightening their niinds 
spiritually and savingly to understand the things of God ; 
taking away their heart of stone, and giving unto th^m 
an heart of flesh ; renewing their wills, and by his Al- 
mighty power determining them to that which is good ; 
and efiectually drawing them to Jesus Christ ; yet so as 
they come most freely, being made willing by his grace. 
This effectual call is of God's free and special grace 
alone, not from anything at all foreseen in man ; who is 
altogether passive therein, until being quickened and 
renewed by the Holy Spirit, he is thereby enabled lo 
answer this call, and to embrace the grace ofiered and 
conveyed in it Elect infants, dying in infancy, are re- 
generated and saved by Christ through the Spirit, who 
worketh when and where and how he pleaseth. So also 
are all other elect persons, who are incapable of being 
outwardly called by the ministry of the word ; others, 
not elected, although they may be called by the minis- 
try of the word, and may have some common operations 
of the Spirit, yet they never truly come unto Christ, 
and therefore cannot be saved ; much less, can men not 
professing the Christian religion be saved in any other 
way whatsoever, be they never so diligent to frame their 
lives according to the light of nature and the law of that 
religion they do profess ; and to assert and maintain 
that they may, is very ^ pernicious, and to be detested." 
Lest it should be said that we are combatting the dog- 
21* 
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mas of a by-gone age, I would remind you that the doc- 
tnines we have stated, are found in the Public Standards 
of the Presbyterian Church of the United States, and 
the Articles of the Episcopal Church of this country. 
I win likewise subjoin some of the statements of the 
ablest defenders of this system at different periods. 
President Edwards of Princeton, has the following ex- 
pression in his works. '^ So long as men are in their 
natural state, they not only have no good thing, but it 
is impossible they should have or do any good thing.'^ 
Man is ^^ not susceptible of the things of the Spirit of 
God, because they are not discerned by means of any 
principle in nature, but altogether by a principle that is 
divine, something introduced by the grace of God's 
Holy Spirit, which is above all that is natural." " The 
power of the enmity of natural man against God is so 
great that it is insuperable by any finite power." 
" Natural men cannot overcome their own enmity, let 
them strive never so much witli their own hearts." 
Thomas Scott, whose commentary on the Bible has been 
circulated so industriously and so widely in this country 
and in England, has in one of bis notes the following 
passages : ^^ Man by nature is unholy, and cannot relish 
or eyen discern the excellency of true religion." " He 
can neither repent, submit, believe, love nor obey; but 
must remain a rebel, an enemy." " He must be in- 
wardly and effectually changed, before •he can under- 
stand the nature and glory of the Gospel." ^^ The new 
birth must precede all the actions of the spiritual life ; 
till that has taken place, the man can neither see, hear, 
speak, walk, nor work in a spiritual manner." In this 
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new birth "a real creation is effected by his [God's] 
omnipotence. The regenerated sinner has the substance 
of all holy dispositions communicated to his soul." In 
thesermons of Henry Martyn, late missionary to the East, 
a widely received writer, is found the following passage : 
^< There is in the dead •body no power to return to life ; 
neither is there in the soul any ability to attain a spirit- 
ual life, or the exercise of holy affection toward God.'^ 
^ There is in the dead body no spark of life, that time 
or care may fan into a flame ; it will remain a corpse ; 
nothing but the power of God can raise it from the dead. 
In like manner there is in the natural man no latent 
principle of spiritual life ;" " a change" must be 
^ wrought in him by an eternal agent, life put into him 
by the Spirit of God." 

It is useless any further to multiply quotations. The 
import of what we have already given is too plain to be 
mistaken. The Westminster Confession asserts in so 
many words that the soul of man <^ is altogdher passive 
in regeneration, that man cannot by anything he can do 
even ^prepare himself thereunto," that is, do anything 
that will make it more proper for God to regenerate him 
than any other person who has done nothing at all. 
Some of the private authorities we cited carry this doc- 
trine out to a still greater fulness of statement. Ed- 
wards says, that there must be '^^ a principle that is 
divine, something introduced by the grace of God's 
Holy Spirit, which is above all that is natural." Scott 
says, in this new birth " a real creation is effected by 
bis [God's] omnipotence." " The new birth must pre- 
cede all the actions of the spiritual life." Henry Mar- 
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tyn says, " In the natural man there is no latent princi- 
ple of spiritual life, except there be a superadded prin- 
ciple from above, any more than there is life in a dead 
body ; for either to return to life, requires an effort of 
the same almighty power." 

Is it any wonder that the Bible is thrown away with 
contempt, notwithstanding all that is touching, and 
heavenly, and true in its pages, when its cause is identi- 
fied with doctrines so paradoxical and revolting, I was 
going to say inconsistent with each other, but I should 
say consistent, horribly consistent with each other ! It 
is a part of one consistent system, which, stripping God 
of mercy and man of freedom, reduces the whole uni* 
verse to a dreary despotism, and subjects both God and 
man to a relentless and inexorable fate, which sweeps 
on, with stern and irresistible sway, over all beings and 
all events, through the ceaseless ages of duration. 

We object to this doctrine of the mind being passive 
in regeneration, that it is an atrocious libel on the moral 
character of God, and if true, destroys his attributes 
of justice and goodness, makes it impossible for us to 
love or adore him, and absolves us from all allegiance 
to his throne, except that of mere power and compul- 
sion. It represents him as requiring from men, what 
he does not give them power to perform, and then pun- 
ishing them with the utmost severity because they do 
not comply. It is representing him as punishing man- 
kind because he did not change their natures. Those 
who are passed by and left to perish in their sins, suf- 
fer forever in consequence, not of their own neglect to 
do anything which they might have done, but in con- 
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seqoenee of the i^lect of God to do what he alone 
could do ; for this doctrine asserts that before regene^ 
ration every act is sinful, and it is impossible that it 
should be otherwise, and therefore there is nothing, 
which a man ean do, which wili have the least effect in 
inducing God to change his nature. Now this is the 
very essence of a tyranny, and whoever proves that to 
be the charact^ of the .God of the Scriptures, proves it 
to be a virtue instead of a o-ime to reject them as a 
standard of morality and religion ; makes it a virtue to 
turn to that Deity, which the n^nd forms to itself, out 
of the elements of tr«th and beauty and goodness, 
which it finds in its own natore, and scattered through- 
out the universe. 

We object, in the second place, to this system of pas- 
sive regeneration that it is inconsistent with, and destroys 
the moral nature of man* It makes man in the state of 
nature, to be not in a state of probation. He has no 
choice between good and evil He cannot, from the 
very constitution of his nature; choose good. He can, 
and must, only choose evil. And therefore, although 
he may do. that which is followed with evil conse- 
quences, it cannot be charged as sin or guilt upon the 
agent, because sin is a conscious, voluntary choice of 
evil, when good was equally in our power. It would be 
precisely as unjust in God to call such an one to account, 
and punish him for his evil actions, as to punish the 
beasts of prey for the exhibition of that very ferocity 
which be himself has made a part of their natures. 

So, on the other hand, such a change in man's na- 
ture as to destroy all evil propensities^ to annihilate all 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



250 RBGSVCRATlOlf. 

the passions and appetites, and to give an entire [n^ocai- 
nance of the moral and intellectuaL over the animal, 
would equally destroy the probation of man. Such a 
change in man would be appropriate to a state of re- 
ward, but not of probation. If God so changes the 
nature of any human being, that any act is necessarily 
holy, then, although the act may be followed by good 
consequences and in itself be. right, still the agent has 
no merit, is no better or more worthy of reward and of 
happiness for having done it. 

Such a r^eneration as this change of nature would 
be, instead of promoting by discipline a meritorious char- 
acter, would put an instantaneous stop to all moral im- 
provement, and render it impossible. All desert, all 
merit, all blame, all character, as instantly cea^s when 
a man becomes incapable of doing evil, as when he be- 
comes, or is incapable of doing.good. And so, accord- 
ing to this theory, the regenerate are placed as far from 
the line of moral agency on one side, as the unregene- 
rate are on the other. Suppose, when an agent, whom 
we think free, is deliberating on two courses of action, 
one of which he perceives to be good, and the other 
wicked, while he is holding the thing in suspense, and 
balanced, as we may say, a foreign agent having access 
to his mind, and sufficient power, gives supernatural 
strength to the good motive and turns the scale ; though 
the action might be good, and benefit the man, would 
not the merit of it be entirely destroyed ? Though we 
might call the man fortunate, could we call him worthy, 
or meritorious on that account? Supposing an evil 
spirit, on the other hand, should interpose and super- 
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naturally turn the scale in favor of the wicked action ; 
though the action might be evil, and attended with evil 
consequences, should we not consider the agent unfor- 
tunate rather than criminal ? Just so with a, regenerated 
and an unregenerated man, according to the system we 
are considering. One is constrained to do evil by an 
agency without and beyond his control, his own nature 
made incapable of doing anything that is good ; and the 
other equally constrained by an agency without and be- 
yond his control, to do good, by his own nature, changed, 
by an immediate act of God, from a prompter to all evil, 
to a prompter to all good. 

It may be objected to this, that according to my own 
showing, the principles laid down would destroy the 
moral desert of very good men in their actions, and 
the moral turpitude of very bad men in theirs. For it 
is confessed on all hands that long habits of sin do at 
length in a manner enslave the will, till at last it be- 
comes next to impossible for a wicked man to choose 
right, and habit or his own nature depraved by bad 
usage, comes in like an evil, supernatural power, to turn 
the scale and determine the mind to evil. According 
to my system, it may be objected, he is not to blame. 
So on the other hand, by long habits of virtue the choice 
of good becomes spontaneous and almost infallible. 
It may be said, that I would make the suggestions of 
habit destroy all merit, and a man become incapable 
\}{ virtue, just in proportion to his approach to perfec- 
tion. 

I answer, that the slavery of the will, the incapacity 
to do good, has been brought on by the man himself. 
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It is one of the natural consequences and punisitments 
of stn« So has the readiness of the choice of good 
been produced in the good man by his own free agency 
by forming the habit of choosing right, and he is jusdy 
entitled to all its benefits, as the other as justly suffers 
the merited effects of indulgence in what he knew to 
be wrong. And this opens to us the atrocity of that 
injustice which this system charges upon God. It 
makes him inflict this impotence of the will, this incar 
pacity to all that is good, on an innocent being, on every 
child that comes into the world, previous to all moral 
action, all character and desert, which could be the just 
punishment only of a long course of wilful sin. On 
the otiier hand, he bestows this spontaneous choice c^ 
good, which we have seen is the necessary consequence 
and the proper reward of a long course of well-doing, 
arbitrarily on some, who have done nothing, and ac- 
cording to this system could do nothing, to merit this 
unspeakable and immeasurable distinction. 

These considerations moreover throw great light on 
the doctrine of spiritual influences in general. They 
show us what immediate action of God upon the mind 
is consistent with moral agency and what is not. We 
see there can be no action immediately upon the will. 
God, it is true, may by his access to the mind, and the 
power he has over it, influence a man to do this or that, 
or to go to this place or that, and this action or motion 
may save the man's life, or procure him some othdi* 
good. But so far as his will was acted upon by God, 
he is neither better nor worse, his moral probation or 
progress is neither hindered nor helped by it. In order 
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that an action may have a moral character, and make 
a man better or worse, it must originate in the deter- 
mination of the will itself, and not in something else, 
or in some other will. Whatever influence God exer- 
cises upon man as a moml agent, to make him better 
or worse, must not touch the will, but leave it free. 
Any attempt to make man good by operating immedi- 
utely on the will, even by almighty power, must defeat 
itself and destroy that very freedom on which all good 
or ill desert depends. Nothing in man, we have al- 
ready observed, is of a moral nature, either of good or 
ill desert, which does not pass through the understand^ 
ing, is not perceived by that to be either good or evil, 
and is not embraced by the will as good or evil. The 
only way then in which God himself can act upon the 
mind of man, by which he can be made morally better, 
is by presenting ideas to his' understanding. Why not 
produce feelings and dispositions and actions? We 
answer, that feelings produced in any other way than 
through the understanding which approves or disap- 
proves, have no moral character, and though they may 
promote present enjoyment or produce suflTering, do not 
merit either praise or blame, do not make a man either 
better or worse. And dispositions not the result of 
choice and cultivation, but arbitrarily bestowed, are 
equally destitute of all worth or ill desert. Were good- 
ness the production of the immediate action of God 
upon the will, the feelings and dispositions, all external 
means and institutions of religion and morality would 
have been superfluous. No revelation would ever have 
been given, for the inward man was just as accessible 
22 
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to God without as with a revelation. All we can say 
is, that this immediate influence is not the way in which 
he has chosen to call forth goodness in man. It is by ad- 
dressing him from without through the senses, by nature, 
by Providence, by experience, by the example of others, 
by the accumulated wisdom of ages, by revelation, hy 
prayer, by the other institutions of religion. With 
these he has connected the growth of holiness in the 
soul of man, just as he has connected the sowing of the 
seed anji the labors of cultivation with producing a 
harvest, instead of calling it intp being by an immedi- 
ate act of creative power. 

We object, in the third place, that the doctrine of 
passive regeneration connected with human inability, 
makes the preaching of the Gospel a solemn mockery. 
It makes the preacher contradict himself at every breath. 
He stands professedly to 43all sinners to repentance, and 
he must, if he be faithful, say to men, in the name, and 
as the ambassador of Christ, " Come unto- me, all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest." But if he tell them the whole truth, as he is 
bound to do, he must likewise tell them, that it does 
not depend upon their will, that they cannot make one 
effectual motion towards it, till God works upon their 
hearts, and there is nothing that they can do which will 
prepare themselves for it, or induce God to do it. If 
this be not a solemn mockery, and a cruel one, I know 
not vi;^at is. That it does not bring all such religious 
instruction into entire discredit, is because the grossness 
of the contradiction is kept out of sight, by general, 
mystical, and indefinite language. 
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We dbject to the doctrine of passive regeoeration, 
and in short the doctrine as it is taught in the Creeds 
and preached at the present day, that it is founded on 
a perversion of the figurative language of Scripture. 
So indeed have been most of the extravagances which 
have disfigured the Christian church. It was thus that 
the doctrine of transubstantiation was drawn from the . 
phrase, ^^ this is my body," and of vicarious sacrifice 
from Christ's redeeming us with his blood. Figurative 
language is the comparison of one thing with another 
for the sake of illustration, from some point of resem* 
blance. But instead of stopping at those points in 
which there is a real resemblance, enthusiastic minds 
run on to find or make a resemblance where there is 
none. This is sometimes harmless. But it does not 
stop here. Some minds pass from enthusiasm to fanat- 
icism, and insist in transferring to the thing compared, 
all the qualities and circumstances of the thing to which 
it is compared. 

Thus, because Christ called the process by which a 
man became a true Christian in his dny, being '< born 
again," not from any resemblance between the two 
things, but from an accidental cause, as I shall hereafter 
show, the expression has been caught up and made to 
contain the very essence of the Gospel. Happening 
to fall in, as it did, with the theory of man's entire cor- 
ruption and inability, which has prevailed since the 
days of Calvin, though*occurring but a few times, it has 
been more used perhaps in Protestant churches, to ex- 
press that spiritual renovation which is the legitimate 
effect of the Gospel, than all the nmny terms which 
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signify the same thing in the whole New Testament. 
The nature of spiritual renovation has been imagined 
and described to be, not what it is, but what natural 
birth is. Instead of invesfigating spiritual renovation 
in its own laws and nature, they go for them to natural 
birth, and insist, because of the comparison, that otie is 
precisely like the other in every respect. Men are irot 
born according to their own wills, oi* volitions, so it fol- 
lows logically and philosophically, that we are passive 
in regeneration. . One takes place in a very short space 
of time, so the other must without question likewise be 
instantaneous. And as a person once born Cannot re- 
lapse into a state of being unborn, so it is demonstrably 
proved that a good man can never become a bad man. 
Thus it is that the literal parts of Stripture are i^cri- 
ficed, and made to bend to the figurative, and even 
contrary figures are overlooked and forgotten. It is 
forgotten that Christ and his apostles always addressed 
men as free, " Whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely." It is forgotten that the kingdom of 
heaven is compared to leaven, to the gradual growth of 
corn, and a grain of mustard seed. It is forgotten that 
all Christians were warned against relapse, and Paul 
himself felt the possibility of becoming a castaway. 

What do men mean by thus treating the doctrine of 
revelation ? Do they wish to mystify instead of ex- 
plaining the Bible ? Do they wish to make it a riddle 
instead of a plain book ? Do they wish to make the 
people entirely dependent on the Priesthood, or would 
they ^o enlighten them that they may find the way to 
heaven themselves ? Would they make the Gospel 
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gbd tidings, or the means of filling men's minds with 
confusion, alarm and distress ? 

This brings me to the second principal division of 
discourse, the examination of that part of Scripture, on 
which this phraseology is founded. It is taken, as you 
know, from the third chapter of John, from Christ's 
conversation with Nicodemus. That conversation I 
shall now attempt to explain. 

And we first observe that the artificial division of the 
Bible into chapters and verses, as often in other cases^ 
so peculiarly in this, has contributed to obscure the 
meaning, by destroying^ the connection on which the 
whole point and bearing of the conversation depend. 
The last three verses of the preceding chapter ought to 
have belonged to this, as they are immediately intro- 
ductory, and state a general truth of which the conver- 
sation with Nicodemus is a particular prtK>f, example, 
illustration. " Now when Jesus was in Jerusalem at 
the passover/ in the feast day, many believed in his 
name, when they saw the miracles which he did. But 
Jesus did not commit himself unto them,, because he 
knew.all men, and needed not that any should testify 
of man, for he knew what was in man/' As an exam- 
ple of this he goes on to say, ^^^There was a man of the 
Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. The 
same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him. Rabbi, 
we know that thou art a teacher come from God, for 
no man can do these miracles which thou doest, except 
God be with him. Jesus answered and said unto him. 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." What an- 

22^ 
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swer was this to the address of Nicodemus ? None at , 
all, surely. But it was something more. It was an an- 
£rwer to what was in him, to his thoughts, and purposes, 
and his whole character. Being " born again," was a 
phrase very* well understood by Nicodemus, because it 
was a phrase in common use among the Jews, and ap- 
plied to the act of becoming a proselyte to Judaism 
from idolatry. The convert was washed or baptized, 
received a new name, renounced his natural kindred^ 
and by a kind of legal fiction, became a child of Abra- 
ham, and commencing a new life, was very naturally 
said to be born again. Such, said Christ to Nicode- 
mus, must be the change, which must take place in 
every one, even a Jew, who is received into the king- 
dom of heaven, and becomes a true Christian. Nico- 
demus undoubtedly understanding him in that sense, 
inquires, " How can a man be born when he is old ? 
Can he enter the second time into his mother's womb 
and be born ?" Can we Jews, who have^grown old in 
our religion, renounce it for a new one ? Are we not 
now the people of God ? " Jesus answered, Verily> 
verily, I say unto Ihee, Except a man be born," of 
water and spirit, not "of water and of the Spirit" as 
our version has mistranslated it, " he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God." You come to me in secret, and 
profess your"* convictions of my prophetic character. 
Go, and be baptized, and openly profess your faith. 
You come relying on your birth as a Jew to entitle you 
to the blessings of the Messiah's kingdom, I solemnly 
assure you, that no natural lineage gives you any such 
privilege. Birth into my kingdom must be spiritual, 
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not of the flesh. He who becomes a follower of mine, ' 
by imbibing the spirit of Christianity, is the true*son of 
Abraham, and child of God. " That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh : and that which is born of the spirit 
is spirit." He who is a child of Abraham according to 
the flesh, is merely a man. He has no moral or spirit- 
ual character on that account. But he who by my 
doctrine becomes in his soul like Abraham, he becomes 
a true member of the new church, the kingdom of hea- 
ven, and a spiritiihl child of Abraham. ' The whole er- 
ror in this doctrine of passive regeneration, so far as it 
is founded on this passage has arisen from considering 
" spirit" in this case to mean the Holy Spirit. . The 
contrast is not between flesh and the Holy SpiHt, but 
between the corporeal and the spiritual part of man ; 
those who derived their birth from Jewish parents, and 
those who became true Christians in their souls. "Mar* 
vel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 
The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest 
the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth ; so is every one that is born of. 
the spirit." Be not astonished that I say to you Jews^ 
ye must be born again, must outwardly profess, and in- 
wardly, spiritually adopt and practise my religion ; for 
although you may trace human descent and parentage, 
and ascertain by something outward, who are or who 
are not Jews by birth, the children of Abraham, and as 
you conceive, the children of God, spiritual birth tke 
true children of Abraham, cannot be discovered by any- 
thing of the kind. Virtue and holiness, acknowledge 
no such descent. They are equally within the attain- 
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ment of every souL You cannot, trace them to any 
earthly origin or lineage, any more than you can find 
the place where the wind that blows begins, or where 
it ends. 

To what then does this amount ? Simply to this.^ 
The Evangelist John relates of Jesus, as an evidence of 
his Messiahs hip, what the Jews expected of their Mes- 
siah, that he should have power to discern the thoughts 
aad characters of men ; that on his first visit to Jeru- 
salem after his baptism, Nicodemus, sr ruler of the Jews 
came to him by night, for fear of committing himself by 
such a visit by day, with a design no doubt, to do what 
in modern Jiomely phrase would be called to sound him,' 
to lead him into conversation, to find out more of him, 
his mission and designs, in order to become his follower 
or not, as his prudence or interest might ultimately dic- 
tate. Jesus at once discovering the character and 
mental condition of the man, instead of replying di- 
rectly to his address, which was merely a respectful 
profession of belief in his prophetic character, answers, 
to his thoughts, opinioni^ and purposes, and tells him 
that baptism, outward profession, arid spiritual renova- 
tion, were the only initiation into his kingdom. It was 
the renovation of the soul which was the requisite, not 
the birth of the body of Jewish lineage. That is, a 
man, to enjoy the blessedness of the Messiah's kingdom, 
must become a Christian, both by profession and'prac- 
tice, both outwardly and inwardly. 

Is there one word said here of the fall of man, of 
ori^nal sin and entire inability in man to will or to do 
any good r Is there anything intimated of the necessity 
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of his nature being changed by an Almighty fiat, before 

he is cfipjible of moral agency ? Is there any indication . 
that the souls of men were merely passive in tfieir trans- 
lation into the kingdom of God? It does not appear 
tljat Jesas was speaking on that subject- There is no 
mention of the agent in regeneration at alL He neither 
asserts nor denies that the soul is regenerated by the 
irresistible influences of the Holy Spirit. He merely 
declares that the qualifications for admission into thfi 
kingdom of heaven are spiritual, of the mind^ and not 
of the flesh or body, by birth or descent. By what means 
those qnalities are produced or acquired, .he doee not 
assert* Ft would have been entirely foreign to his pur- 
pose and to the subject, to have said anything about it. 
But there are circumstances in the case, which show 
that he did not suppose tliat spiritual regeneration was 
produced by any foreign j irresistible agency. For it is 
coupled in the same category^ and made a part of the 
same condition, with being born of water. That was 
certainty voluntary , and brought about by free, volun* 
tary agency, and we have a right to suppose spiritual 
birth or the moral preparation j to be voluntary like- 
wise* To suppose otherwise, would be to suppose 
that Christ gave as a condition of entering his kingdomj 
one thing which men could comply with^ and another 
which they could not : which would make the condition, 
as offered to free, intetllgentj and responsible agents, 
exceedingly trifling and inconsequent. So you perceive 
that the doctrine of passi%^e regeneration finds no sup- 
port in that very passage of Scripture from which it is 
derived. It is as inconsistent with Scripture, as it is 
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with common sense and the nature of things. Both 
Scripture and reason unitedly testify, that a man's ac* 
tions to have any moral character, to make him better 
or worse, must originate in himself. There is no such 
thing as passive, mechanical virtue and holiness. 

If we would learn what other agent there is besides 
man's will in regeneration, we must go to our text* 
*^ Born again, not of corruptible seed, but incorruptible, 
by the word of God, which liveth and abideth forever." 
The word of God, then, this is the great spiritual power 
which, in conjunction with the will, works a spiritual 
renovation ti;i a man. Now we have come to something 
rational and intelligible. The word of God addresses it- 
self to the understanding, the rational faculties of man, 
and through them to the will, and therefore the actions 
it induces men to do may have a moral character, be 
worthy of praise or blame. We can readily see how a 
man may become spiritually renovated, or spiritually 
born into the kingdom of God by the word of 'God, for 
it operates by persuasion, instruction, motive, induce- 
ment. It may work a thorough change in him without 
violating his free agency, but through his free agency. 
But the other interpretation, being born of the Holy 
Spirit, in the sense of a miraculous change of nature bj 
irresistible power, has no moral character at all, neither 
makes a man better nor worse. ^^ The words that I 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life." He 
had just before been speaking of his being the bread of 
life, and giving his flesh and blood to be the life of the 
world. Some of them took ofience at it ; he explains 
himself: It is my doctrine I mean. ^'It is the spirit 
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that quickeneth ; the flesh profiteth nothing : the words 
that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life ;" 
and as spirit, have power to quicken and communicate 
spiritual life. " Sanctify them through thy truth ; thy 
word is truth," The word, then, has power lo quicken 
and sanctify. And what is this but spiritual renovation, 
regeneration J birth of the soul into the kingdom of God? 
When, says the apostle j " the world by wisdom knew 
not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching 
to save them that believe." By preaching what ? The 
word J surely. But was not the power of God required 
to connect the word, the cause j with the effect, the 
spiritual renovation of the bearer? Certainly- So is 
his power requisite to connect any other cause with its 
effects the sowing of the seed with the springing of the 
plant. And the accompanying agency of God is as 
sure in the one case as in the other. But there is another 
agency to come in on both occasions, that of man* He 
must receive the word into a good and honest heart. 
The Gospel did not save men against their will. It on- 
ly gave them the opportunity to be saved. And the 
reason why one was spiritually renovated, reformed, 
saved, and another failed to be, was not because he 
withheld that efficiency from his word in one case which 
he gave it in another, but because one man chose to 
obey and the other to resist it. 

" For every one that asketh receivelh." Why ? Bcr 

cause he asks. But this theory makes it necessary for 

him to receive the very thing he asks before he asks, 

otherwise he cannot ask acceptably. The very thing 

r which he wishes to have done for him must have been 
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d<Hie before, or it is useless for him to pray, and if it 
has been done, it is manifestly useless. " The cares of 
this world and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts 
of other things entering in, choke the word and it be- 
Cometh unfruitful." " What, choke the word, if it be 
irresistible ! Can omnipotence be defeated ? If man 
be altogether passive in regeneration, can anything in 
him, either the cares of this world or anything else, af- 
ford any effectual resistance ? 

The doctrine of passive regeneration by irresistible 
power must be given up as inconsistent with the laws 
of the mind, the moral constitution of our nature, and 
unsupported, nay, contradicted by the sacred Scriptures. 

It nmy now occur to ask, what then is regeneration 
by the word of God, or the Gospel, as applied to us ? 
We will attempt to explain it. The only way, we be- 
fore demonstrated, in which a man can be morally 
changed, and made a better man, is through his under- 
standing and will, by instruction, persuasion, nobtive, in- 
ducement. 

The Gospel is a system of doctrines, a collection of 
facts, a body of motives, precepts, and predictions, 
which are addressed to the understanding, the con- 
science, the feelings, the sympathies, the whole moral 
nature of man, and through all these to the will, to pro- 
duce right action. Its effect, of course, is to form a 
good character when there is none, and reform it when 
it is bad. The spiritual birth spoken of by Christ, does 
not define the condition before it took place to be 
either sinful or innocent. He merely insists that to be 
a Christian, a man must possess a Christian character. 
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The Gospel enl^htens the underglanding, teaehea it 
concerning God, the fountain and foundation of all re- 
ligion, and makes him the ali^commanding motive^ the 
central, all-pervading force in spiritual things. It teaches 
more of man and duty, and the reasons of it ; and thus 
informs, awakenSj and quickens the moral sense. It 
sets before us Jesus Christ with his all perfect character, 
to be an object of our sympathies and affeciionsj and 
thus enlists our feelrngfl on the side of goodness. 
Through his resurrect ion, it opens to ua the spiritual 
world with its tremendous and eternal retributions. It 
gives us access with greater confidence to the Father of 
mercies in our devotions. When therefore, one- who 
has been instructed by the Gospel is placed in a situa^ 
tion where a moral clioice is to be made, there is a 
greater probability that he will choose right, for he' sees 
more clearly the reasons for it, and his whole nature is 
enlisted on the side of right- By the repetition of such 
actions the character is formedj the soul is born into the ^ 
kingdom of Reaven. 

But the Gospel has power to change as well as form 
the character. A man grows up decidedly bad* In or- 
der to enter into the kin^rdom of God he must become 
a good man. This takes place under the influences of 
the religion of Jesus, — sometimes suddenly, but oftener 
by slow advances. When it is done, how has it been 
accomplished ? The theory we have been examining 
makes it to have been accomplished by almighty, irre- 
sistible powefj changing his nature, or forcing his wilh 
Such a change, we have already demonstrated, would 
destroy all moral agency and accountability* How then 
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does it happen ? Not by a change of moral nature but 
by a change of nuNral action. One is within the power 
of man's free will, and the other is not. 

In ttie first place, there is a change in the objects of 
his attention. We all know we have the power of 
turning our minds, our thoughts, to whatever we please. 
Before, the man of whom we speak, paid no attention 
to religion or religious subjects. He was entirely ab- 
sorbed in worldly or vicious pursuits. Something called 
his attention forcibly to religion. Some exhibition of 
Gospel truth perhaps impressed him, or some event of 
providence ; or he spontaneously directed his mind that 
way, as men may direct their minds to any subject or 
any pursuit. Instead of thinking of his business, and 
his worldly affairs, when he is in the house of God, he 
enters into the devotions, he attends to the Scriptures, 
and listens with desire of personal improvement to the 
preaching. Instead of reading secular books exclusively, 
when he has any time to devote to reading, he turns his 
attention often to the Bible. By thus directing his mind 
to the religion of the New Testament, its nature is not 
changed. It is the same mind in all its faculties and 
endowments that it was before. The objects only, to 
which its exercises are directed, are changed. His un- 
derstanding is enlightened, and his knowledge enlarged. 
He becomes acquainted with his duty and the reasons 
of it. He learns more of God, of himself, and of the 
.consequences of his conduct. By this direction- of his 
attention to the teaching of Jesus, his moral sense, his 
conscience is awakened, made more active and dfscrimi- 
Dating. His motives for obeying its dictates are more 
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fully displayed and comprehended. And when he 
again comes to act, those considerations which were 
before overlooked present t|iemselves/and he will no 
longer act as he did before he attended to them. His 
choice is diflferent, his conduct and consequently his 
character changed. 

In the second place, the objects of his pursuit are 
changed. The powers by which he pursues them are 
unaltered, but the objects to which they are directed 
are changed. Before, all his actions and energies were- 
directed to the acquisition of worldly advantages. By 
the Gospel he is taught that these are not the only good ; 
that the calm satisfactions of an approving conscience, 
the sense of the approbation of God, the sentiment of 
duty, the exercise of the benevolent and religious affec- 
tions, are as rich and valuable sources of happiness as 
those which he has exclusively cultivated. He directs 
his efforts to gain these good things. When called upon 
to act, he chooses with reference to these, he chooses 
to secure the approbation of his conscience by obeying 
its dictates, to secure the favour of God by doing his 
will. He seeks the pleasures of benevolence by exer- 
cising it on all proper occasions. He seeks the plea- 
sures of devotion by maintaining communion with God. 

In th^ third place, the objects of his affections are 
changed. The faculty by which he loves, undergoes no 
alteration. It has now new objects. Before, he was 
conversant only with the things of the world, with the 
pleasures of the senses, and the unlawful gratification of 
the passions. These are attended with a degree of 
(Measure, though of a low and unsatisfactory kind, and 
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besides, wound the coDscience and injure the mind. 
However, being the only objects with which his mind is 
conversant, habit and a slight degree of gratificatioD 
make him attached to them. But on directing his atten- 
tion to religion and becoming acquainted with a new 
class of objects, such as conscience, virtue, piety, God, 
and spiritual things, he finds that these too have their 
pleasures ; he becomes attached to them, and they de- 
stroy his relish for the other dass of objects .and wean 
faiffl from them. 

Thus it is that the man's habits of action become en- 
tirely dianged, his feelings and affections. His charac- 
ter is cimnged, and he is born into the kii^om of God. 
But there is no chaise of nature, no irresistiUe action 
of God upon his soul. It is^he result of his own free 
«geBcy« But it may Jbe adked, do you exdude divine 
influence r We answer, no. But " the Spirit helpeth 
our infirmities," does not originate or perform our ac- 
tiOQS. God gives << the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him," but not in order to cause them to ask hioi. 

Here then is the distinction the neglect of which has 
been the source of so much mistake. Regeneratioti is 
a voluntary change of moral action, not a change of na- 
ture. That theory which would make it a change of 
nature, would make man not a free agent either before 
or after regeneration. Before, he has not the power to 
do good, and afterwards, as this doctrine is always con- 
nected with that of the saints' perseverance, he " is 
kept by the power of God unto salvation." Now he 
«an be literally so kept only by destroying his free 
i^ney. So, befor^ regeneration, he is prevented by 
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God, through his own nature, from doing good ^ and 
after regeneration, he is prevented from doing evil by 
the same power, by a change of his nature, or an inter- 
ference with his will. He is therefore not a free agent 

in either case. 

But the tTieory of regeneration consisting in an in^ 
slantaneoug and entire change of nature seema in sad 
coDtradictlpn to facts. How happens it that the re- 
genemted sin at all ? If before regeneration every act 
was sinful because it proceeded from a sinful naturcj so 
after regeneration, by which the nature is made holy, 
every act ought to be holy, according to the nature from 
which it proceeds. But this is not the case. Those 
who arc thought regenerate^ still continue to sin. The 
capacity to sin is not taken away^ nor the inclination. 
To what, then, does that holiness of nature amount, 
vi^hich still leaves the capacity and the inclination to sin 
and occasional indulgence? What more can the unre- 
generate man have^ than the capacity and the inclination 
to sin, and occasional indulgence ? There is no difference 
of nature between them. The only possible diiference 
is J that one yields to temptation more frequently than 
the othen And to what does this amount? To differ- 
enl habits of moral action* The only difference between 
them is different degrees of virtue and vice, of holiness 
and sin» But, it is said, up to the point of regeneration 
the un regenerate can do nothing good^ are incapable of 
virtue, I answer^ that this bears the same marks of ex- 
travagance with liie assertion that the regenerate man 
cannot sin- And as one is not true, the other, being 
based on the same hypothe&is, is just as likely to l>e 

93* 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



liibe. This poult k imaguMiry.. There is ever j grada- 
tioii of ciMtfaoler, fion the highest to the lowest. There 
is «o sttch great ohasm at anjr particular line. All the 
regeneration which fiictfi and the experience of life ex- 
hibit to us,, is that of more good actions and less sius 
than before, and that is a change of moral action, not of 
tttoral natiHe. 

But, it maj be said, a man must be something or no- 
thing, regenerate or unregenerate, a saint or a sinner, 
in a etate of perdition or salvation. I answer, that this 
ref»«sentatiod arises from gross ideas and false concep- 
tions and analogies. It arises from urging the figure of 
bkth in a point where it was not intended to apply, and 
from supposiag future happiness or misery is to arise 
from place, not moral condition. " Let4is bring these 
conceptions to the test of the word of God. He that 
'^ is born of God sinneth not." That is trae to the let- 
ter. But who arrives at such a degree of perfection as 
4bis M the present world ? Then no one is fully born 
•in a tfiHitual sease till he arrives at the perfection of 
heaven. Ri^generation,^ then, instead of being momen- 
tary, tsmbffaces the whole Christian course from the be- 
ginning !o the end. 

But what trhMige in the moral nature of man keeps^ 
Um from sinning, according to this system, after regene- 
ration ? It must be a change of some or ail the powers 
concerned in mdral action. These are the understand- 
ing and moral eense, the passions and appetites, and the 
win. We have already demonstfated that the will can- 
not be immediately touched without destroying moral 
action. The appetites and passions i)aanot, wkhout de- 
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stroying temptation, and of course moral probation. 
There remain, then, only the understanding and the 
moral sense. And these are the very powers which need 
not miraculous interference. They are the very powers 

which man can cultivate and strengthen, to any extent, 
by his own moml actians ; and for the cultivation and 
improvement of which there are provided means as 
boundless as the universe, and as rich as the unsearcn- 
able and inexhaustible stores of divine revelation, and 
accessible as the everlasting fountain of devotion spring- 
ing up perpetually in the soul. 

We concludCj therefore^ that the soul is active, not 
passive, in the process of spiritual renovation, in being 
born into the kingdom of heaven- 
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WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY. 

ROMANS, I. 16. 

" For I AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST ; FOR IT IS THE 
POWER OP GOD UKTO SALTATION TO EVERT ONE THAT BELlEHrSTH.*' 

• What is Christianity ? This is the question which I 
propose this evening to discuss. I am not unaware of 
the difficulty of defining so wide and general a subject, 
or compressing that definition into a single discourse. 
I am not unaware, likewise, of the great variety of an- 
swers which might be given to this question, all equally 
true according to the view taken of it, and the purpose 
for which it is considered. The answer we shall attempt 
to give it, will b6 with reference to this point,-7-its power 
over the minds, hearts, and lives of men. What in it 
are the sources of its moral and spiritual power ? Its 
effect upon mankind was at once great and signal. It 
immediately formed a community of a character more 
pure and exalted than the world had ever known. And 
from that day to this, those .who have enjoyed its influ- 
ence have been distinguished from the rest of the world 
by a marked superiority of moral, social, and intellectual 
condition. An effect has been produced. That effect 
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taxuA have had an adequate <»iU8e. Tliat cause is con- 
tained in tbe narrow compass of the New Testament, 
it is not pretended that there is anything traditionary 
in our religion. It is all written down in the memoirs 
of Ae evangelists and apostles. Does it exceed the 
powers of the Jinman mind to trace these efiects to thenr 
causes ? In doing this we ishall discover what is essen- 
tial to Christianity, and what is not, a point than which 
nothing can be more important to settle with cer- 
tainty and conviction. 

It may have seemed, and doubtless has seemed to 
many honest minds, that in discarding the doctrines we 
have been discussing, siich as the Trinity, original sin, 
moral inability, vicarious punishment, passive and irre- 
sistible regeneration, and their associated doctrines, that 
we had stripped Christianity of all its peculiar and most 
precious elements, and made it another Gospel. This 
impression nmy be very honest and sincere, and at the 
same time very erroneous^ It may be that tfieir impres- 
sions as to what Christianity is, may have arisen more 
from habit than examination. They have periiaps been 
accustomed to hear these doctrines preached as the sum 
and substance of the Gospel, and have associi^ed with 
them thdr religious ideas and feelings. It txmj be, then, 
that their belief in these opinions and dogmas, is rather 
traditionary than derived from the Bible. When they 
miss their old theological terms and doctrines, when 
they hear the Gospel stripped of th^e peculiarities, it 
may seem another Gospel, not because it is different 
from the Gospel of the New Testament, but because it is 
different from the ^eeds, systems,' and inventions of men. 
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The only way to determine which is the tnie Gospel, 
is to compare them both with the preachtngpf the apos- 
tles. We have in the Acts, records of their preaching 
for thirty years. We have sketches of their sermons on 
many important occasions, before large bodies of men, 
both Jews and heathens. We have sermons which weie 
followed by the most signal effects, the convenrion of 
thousands to Christianity, such effects as demonstrated 
the doctrines taught, whatever they were, to be the troe 
Gospel, which* is well characterized in our text as << the 
power of God unto salvation." 

We have every reason to believe that what they 
taught was the true Gospel, and all tlmt was elsential to 
it, because in the first place they were under the imme- . 
diate influence of the Holy Spirit, and in the second 
place, because it produced the effect, which the Gospel 
was intended to produce, the moral and spiritual reno- 
vation of the hearers, repentance, reformation and obe- 
dience. I beseech you, therefore, to follow me with an 
impartial mind while I examine the preaching of the 
apostles as recorded in the Acts. And I entreat you, 
one and all, not only to listen to these lectures with can- 
dor, but to imitate the conduct of the noble Bereans, so 
highly commended by Paul, to search the Scri[Hures 
daily to see whether these things are so. Neither re- 
ceive nor reject the doctrines you hear in this place, on 
human authority, but go to the Bible, and comparii^ 
one part with^ another, endeavor to make a consistetit 
whole. 

We shall first examine the first Christian sermon that 
was ever delivered, and one which was followed by the 
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conversion of a greater number than any other sermon 
ever preacb^d,^he conversion of three thousand souls. 
" Ye men of Israel, hear these words : Jesus of Naza- 
reth, a man approved of God among you, by miracles, 

and wonders and signs, which God did by him in ihe 
'midst of you, as ye yourselves also know ; him, being 
delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowl- 
edge of Godj ye have taken, and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain ; whom God hath raised up/' 
"Tilts Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we are wit- 
nesses. Therefore, being by the right hand of God 
exalted, and having received of ttje Falher the promise 
of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this which ye 
now see and hear." ^"^ Therefore, let all the house of 
Israel know assu redly, that Gud hath made that same 
Jesus whom ye have crucified both Lord and Christ, 
Now when they heard this, ibey were pricked in their 
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apos- 
tles, Men ajid brethren what shall wc do? Then Peter 
Baid unto them, Repent^ and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of 
sinSj and ye simll receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,'* 
" And with many other words did he testify and exhort, 
sayingj Save yourselves from this untoward generation* 
Then ihey that gladly received his word wore baptized ; 
and die same day there were added unto them about 
three thousand souls/* Such then is the substance, 
and such were the effects of the first Chrisijan discourse. 
We now proceed to analyze its doctrines. Does Tl 
contain ifie doctrine of the Trinity? Not the least 
hint or glimpse of it from beginning to end. God is 
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Spoken of as one individual Beii^, altogether diatiiiet 
from Christ and superior to him ; as having wrought 
his miracles, when he was on earth, '< miracles, aCid 
wonders, and signs, which God did by htm ;" as hav* 
ing raised him from the dead, exalted him by his right 
hand, and grafted those miraculous powers now pos- 
sessed by the apostles, and made him both Lord and 
Christ, " Therefore, let all the house of Israel know as- 
suredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye 
have crucified, both Lord and Christ." Is there aay 
hint of the Supreme Deity of Jesus Christ, any intioia- 
tion that he had two natures, one of which was the 
Second Person of the Trinity, equal to the Father, any 
glance even at his omnipotence and independence? 
Let the words of the apostle decide. '^ Jesus of Naza- 
reth, a man approved of God," or more literally, proved 
to be a man from God <^ among you, by miracles, and 
wonders, and signs, which God did by him." ^^ Him 
ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and 
slain, whom God hath raised up." Deity certainly, 
can be hardly predicated of such a being. He was not 
even I.iord and Christ, by his own original right cwr na- 
ture, for ^^ God hath made that same Jesus whom ye 
have crucified, both Lord and Christ." The Hdy 
Ghost is likewise mentioned in this discourse, but how, 
as God, as a Person of the Trinity, as a person at all ? 
*• Having received of the Father the promise of the 
Holy Ghost," or to translate the Hebrew idiom, '* the 
promised Holy Ghost," or the Holy Ghost which was 
promised, ^< he hath shed forth this, which ye now see 
and hear." Can the third Person of the Trinity be re- 
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oeired from the First, by the Second, and shed forth 
on the apostles ? Miraculous powers might be, but all 
this ill agrees with the attributes of a person. The 
Trinity, then, so far from being found in this firstChris- 
tian discourse, is not only left out, but contradicted. 

Is there anything said in this discourse of the fall of 
man, original sin, total depraYity, and entire inability ? 
Not one word. These doctrines are passed over in the 
most profound silence. Other doctrines too are men- 
tioned; which are inconsistent with them. ^^ Save your- 
selves," says he ; but how could this be, if the soul be 
entirely passive in salvation, if we are delivered by a for- 
eign power ? He teaches then, that men must save them- 
selves in the use of their own natural powers, and the 
extraordinary means which were then afforded them. 
But what were they to do in order to be saved ? 
" Repent, and be baptized, every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." • That is, be- 
come Christians inwardly and outwardly, by profession 
and practice, and your sins shall be blotted out, you 
shall be accepted by God. Is the doctrine of conver- 
sion by the irre^stible influence of the Holy Spirit 
taught here ? Mark well. " Repent, and be baptized," 
and your sins shall be forgiven, and then, and not till 
then, ^' ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." 
Spiritual influences, all the spiritual influences here al- 
luded to, are the consequence of repentance and con- 
version, not the causes of it. From what are they to 
save themselves ? From the corruption of their nature, 
inherent in them, in consequence of which they are 
24 
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unable to will, or to do, anything good and acceptable 
to God ? No ! " Save yoiirselves from this untoward 
generation," the wickedness and depravity, for which 
that generation were distinguished. '^ Then they that 
gladly received his word were baptized ; and the same 
day there were added unto them about three thousand 
souls. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread and 
in prayers." Now here is an instance of three thou- 
sand souls in the Christian church, converted arid be- 
come Christians indeed, without knowing one word of 
the doctrine of the Trinity, the Deity of Christ, the 
Deity and personality of the Holy Spirit, vicarious pun- 
ishment, original sin, entire inability, passive regenera- 
tion, in short, the least intimation of any of those doc- 
trines which in modern times are upheld to be the very 
essence and potency of the Gospel. These doctrines 
not being found in the preaching of the apostles, of 
course could have had no agency in their conversion, 
in their ^moral renovation and their becoming true 
Christians. This discourse then, must contain the effi- 
cient doctrines of Christianity, must contain that which 
gives it its power over the minds and hearts of men. 
It must contain all of the Gospel, which makes it the 
instrument in the hands of God for the salvation of men. 
What then are the doctrines it contains ? In the first 
place, the unity, the perfections and agency of God are 
taken for granted, are assumed ; for the apostle was 
addressing the Jews, to whom the existence and attri- 
butes of God had long been known. Second, the Mes- 
siahship of Jesus of Nazareth, << God hath made that 
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same Jesus, whom ye Imye crucified, both Lord and 
Christ." Thirdly, his resurrection from the dead, by 
which every other doctrine is confirmed, all that he had 
taught and promised and threatened them, was demon- 
strated to be true. And the inference, drawn from this 
by the apostle was, that they must repent and become 
true Christians by profession and practice. 

Now we ask, is it not singular, is it not astonishing, 
is it not unaccountable, that effects so truly evangelical 
as the conversion of three thousand souls should have 
been produced by a sermon, in which there is not one 
single evangelical doctrine of modern times ? And is 
it not still more astonishing, that three thousand souls 
should have been readily received into the Christian 
church by the inspired apostles, in consequence of their 
assent to the above simple doctrines, and the very name 
and privities of Christians be refused by uninspired 
men to multitudes in our days, who believe, and profess 
to believe, the same with these primitive disciples ? 

The next discourse of the apostles to which I shall 
direct your attention is that of Peter to Cornelius and 
his friends at Cesarea. I select this because it was an 
address to heathens, as the other was an address to 
Jews. We wish to see what doctrines he would teach 
pagans in addition to those he had announced as the 
Gospel to Jews. '< Then Peter opened his mouth and 
said. Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of 
persons ; But in every nation, he that feareth him and 
worketh righteousness is accepted with him. The word 
which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ ; (he is Lord of all) ; That word, 
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I say, ye know, which was published throughout all 
Judea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which 
John preached ; How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 
with the Holy Ghost and with power ; who went about 
doing good> and healing all that were oppressed of the 
devil ; for God was with him. And we are witi^sses 
of all things which he did, both in the land of the Jews 
and in Jerusalem ; whom they slew and hanged on a 
tree : Him God raised up the third day, and showed 
him openly ; Not to all the people, but unto witnesses 
chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and 
drink with him after he rose from the dead. And be 
commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify 
that it is he which was ordained of God to be the judge 
of quick and dead. To him give all the prophets wit* 
oess, that through his name, whosoever believeth in 
him shall receive remission of sins." Now, we ttsfc, 
what new or additional doctrine we have here, not 
' stated in the former discourse ? Addressii^ GeiitHet, 
he says that God is no respecter of persoi»;i>ot the God 
of the Jews only, but of all nations and all men. AH 
are in his sight in a state of trial and probation,, accord- 
ing to the light they have, and if faithful in the use of 
that light, have it equally in their power to become ao* 
ceptable to God. Is this consistent or is it not, with 
the doctrine of election and reprobation, of the natural 
inability of man to will or do anything^ good, the ae- 
eessity of an irresistible and supernatural change } 

He then goes on to mention the mission^ miracles, 
ministry, and death of Jesus of Nasareth. <' God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 
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with power." Here are what are called the three Per- 
sons of the Trinity, placed in such a light as entirely 
to refute the doctrine. According to that theory, it 
would be asserted, that the First Person of the Trinity 
anointed the Second Person with the Third. Beside 
the solecism of such language as this, it involves sup- 
positions utterly subversive of the Trinitarian hypothe- 
sis. It supposes the power of Jesus Christ, without 
any reservation or limitation of persons or natures, to 
have been derived, communicated to him by the First 
Person through the instrumentality of the Third. 
Where is then his original and underived omnipotence ? 
And as to the personality of the Holy Ghost, I have 
only to ask you if that agrees with anointing, if one 
person can with any appearance of congruity be said to 
be anointed with another ? He glances likewise at the 
reconciliation and amalgamation of Jews and Gentiles 
in the new religion ; " preaching peace by Jesus Christ ; 
(he is Lord of all) ;" that is both of Jews and Gen- 
tiles. As Paul afterwards more fully expresses it in his 
Epistle to the Ephesians : " Wherefore remember, that 
ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh" — '• But now 
in Christ Jesus, ye who sometime were afar off, are 
made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, 
who hath made both one, and hath broken down the 
middle wall of partition between us." 

The next important point which the apostle men- 
tions is the resurrection. That he dwells on with more 
distinctness than in his sermon to the Jews. "Him 
God raised up the third day, and showed him openly ; 
Not to all the people, bat unto witnesses chosen before 
24* 
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of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him 
after he rose from the dead." This is the great fact 
of which they were the witnesses and upon which they 
always insist in all their preaching. " And he com^ 
manded us to preach unto the people and to testify thai . 
it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge of 
quick and dead." In what sense Christ is here said 
to be the judge of quick and dead, it is foreign to our 
present purpose to inquire. It is sufficient to prevent 
all misconceptions of his nature and character, that he 
is said to be ordained of God to this office. The fsket 
is the main point, the all-nnportant disclosure, that there 
is to be a judgment as well as a resurrection. He 
closes, as he did before, with the doctrine of the re* 
mission of sins. What then is the summary of the 
Gt>spel which Peter preached to Cornelius ? The im* 
partiality of God, the salvability of the heathen, the mis* 
sion, miracles, death and resurrection of Jesi\s, the for<* 
giveness of sins and a future judgment. This was fol- 
lowed by the conversion of Cornelius and bis company* 
And do you find in it any trace of those peculiar doc«- 
trines which are now so often declared to" be Jhe es- 
sence of Christianity ? 

We now pass to the preaching of Paul, first to Jews 
and afterwards to Pagans. When Panl was in Antioch 
in Asia Minor he thus addressed a synagogue of Jews. 
^' Men of Israel, and ye that fear God, give audience." 
'* Of this man's seed" (David's) " hath God according 
to his promise rmsed untd Israel a Saviour, Jesus." 
^< Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham^ 
and whosoever among you feateth God, to you is the 
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word of this salvation sent. For they that dwell at Je* 
rasalen^ and their rulers, because they knew him not, 
nor yet the voices of the |Srophet8 which are read every 
sabbath day, they have fulfilled them in condemning^ 
him, and though they found no cause of death in him, 
yet desired they Pilate that he should- be slain. And 
when they had fulfilled all that was written of 4um, they 
took him down from the tree and laid him in a sepul- 
chre. But God raised him from the dead :^ And he 
was seen many days of them which came up with him 
from Galilee to Jerusalem who are his witnesses unto 
the people. And we declare unto you glad tidings," 
or the Gospel, the joyful news, *^how that the promise 
which was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the 
same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up 
Jesus again," — " Be it known unto you therefore, men 
and brethren, that through this man is preached unto 
you the forgiveness of sins : And by h*ira all that be* 
lieve are justified from all things, from which ye coukl 
not be justified by the few of Moses." Do you not 
perceive in this discourse the same simplicity, the same 
identical doctrines, which were stated by Peter, — the 
facts of the Gospel history, the mission, ministry, death 
and resurrection of Christ ? This last, the resurrection> 
of Christ, he makes to be the very Gospel itself, the 
very glad tidings he had to announce. The same 
prominence he gives this fact in one of his 'Epistles to 
the Corinthians. ^ Moreover brethren, I declare unto 
you the Gospel which I preached unto you, which also 
ye have received, and wherein ye stand ; By which also 
ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached 
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onto you, unless ye have believed in vain. For I de- 
Itvered unto you first of all, that which I also received, 
how that Christ died for our sins according to the Scrips 
tures ; and that he was buried, and that he rose again 
the third day, according to the Scriptures ; and that 
he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve, after that 
he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once.** 
— " And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching 
vain, and your faith is also vain.'' Here then is the 
main fact, the resurrection of Jesus. Christianity de- 
pends upon it. This is the pivot, the fundamental 
proposition, on which the whole system rests. Deny 
this, and you deny everything. Admit this, and you 
are a Christian, so far as faith is concerned. It con- 
tains the germ of Christianity, and when expanded into 
all its consequences, it becomes the whole system of 
the Gospel. And what does it prove ? Does it prove 
the Trinity, vicarious punishment, human inability, 
election and reprobation, passive regeneration, imputed 
righteousness, and their kindred doctrines? By no 
means, it does not toQcl\ them. What then does it 
prove ? It establishes beyond cavil the doctrine of im- 
mortality, the certainty of which is the great sanction 
of religion of any kind, the key-stone of the edifice of 
faith, which completes and sustains the whole fabric. 
It sets the seal of God's assurance upon his mission and 
authority, his doctrines and his promises, declares him 
to be what he claimed to be, the Messiah, as is well 
expressed by Paul in the commencement of his Epistle 
to the Romans, " declared to be the Son of God," that 
is, the Messiah " with power, by the resurrection from 
the dead." 
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That the resurrection of Christ, and of the dead, was 
the great burden of Paul's preaching, appears from 
many detached passages in the Acts. Before the Jew* 
isb council, he pleads : *' of the hope and resurrection of 
the dead I am called in question." Before Agrippa ha 
pleads : <' And now I stand and am judged for the hope 
of the promise made of God unto our fathers ; unto 
which promise, our twelve tribes, instantly serring God 
(ky and night, hope to come. For whicli hope's sake, 
Ling Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews. Why should 
ft be thought a tbtng incredible with you, that God 
should raise the dead ?'' That there were other doc- 
trines mingled with these, respecting the conduct of Kfe, 
we have no reason to dod>t. For in his defence before 
Fehx, he connects with this doctrine of the resurrection 
a mofit conduct strictly conformed to the dictates of 
eoosdence. ^ And have hope toward God, which they 
themselves also allow, that ^here shall be a resurrection 
of the dead,, both of the just and the unjust. And 
hereifi do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience 
void of offence toward God and toward man." After* 
wards it is said, ^^ And as be reasoned of righteousness, 
temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled." 

The last apostolic discourse which we shall notice, is 
the famous and remarkabte speech of Paul before the 
Athenians on Mars' HilL Here he addressed an audi- 
ence which were ignorant not only of the Gospel but of 
Judaism. Here then it was to be ex|>ected that Paul 
would preach the whole Gospel, not only that which the 
Gospel added to Judaism, but that which it contained m 
common with it. We should expect him to begin as he 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



886 WHAT IS CHIUSTIAMITT. 

does, at the foundation, the Being, Attributes, and Pro- 
vidence of the one God. As before, in their addresses 
to the Jews, the apostles went immediately to the mis^ 
sion and history of Christ, so in this, an address to Gen- 
tiles, the one God is the topic principally enlai^d up- 
on. ^' Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things 
ye are too superstitious. For as I passed by and be- 
held your devotions, I found an altar with this inscrip- 
tion, To THE UNKNOWN GoD. WhoTO therefore ye ig- 
norantly worship, him declare T unto you. Grod, that 
made the world and all things therein, seeing that he m 
Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands ; neither is worshipped wiih men's 
hands, as though he needed anything, seeing he giveth 
to all life and breath and all things : and hath made of 
one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face 
of the earth, and hath determined the times before ap- 
pointed, and the bounds of their habitation ; that they 
should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him 
and find him, though he be not far from every one of us; 
for in him we live, and move, and have our being ; as 
certain also of your own poets have said. For we are 
also his offspring. Forasmuch then as we are the off- 
spring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead 
is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and 
man's device. And the times of this ignorance God 
winked at ; but now commandeth all men everywhere 
to repent ; becailse he hath appointed a day in the which 
he will judge the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained ; whereof he hath given as- 
surance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from 
the dead." 
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Now we ask, what are the doctrines contained in this 
discourse, which Paul announced to the Athenians as a 
summary of the Gospel ? They are the unity, perfec- 
tions, providence, and paternal character of God, the 
divine mission and authority of Jesus Christ, demon- 
strated by his resurrection, and repentance in anticipa- 
tion of a future righteous judgment. Where then are 
the peculiar doctrines of the Gospel, as they are called ? 
Passed over in the most profound silence. 

We have now gone over the principal discourses of 
the apostles in the first thirty years of their ministry, as 
recorded in the Acts, and what do they teach ? The 
Trinity ? Not one word of it that we can find. The 
Unity? Yes. It is taught in every discourse. The 
Deity of Christ ? Nowhere. What then ? His divine 
mission and authority. " God anointed him with the 
Holy Ghost and with power," and raised him from the 
dead. The Deity and personality of the Holy Spirit ? 
That is denied, inasmuch ks it is something given, com- 
municated, poured out. Remission of sins on account 
of Christ's sufferings ? By no means. " Repent, that 
your sins may be blotted out." Total inability, election 
and reprobation ? Not at all. " Now commandeth all 
men everywhere to repent." Salvation by foreign, irre- 
sistible power ? Nothing like it. " Save yaurselves from 
this untoward generation." 

What then is the grand conclusion to which we are 
brought by this examination of the preaching of the 
apostles ? The irresistible conclusion is, that these pe- 
culiar doctrines we have been so long examining, are 
not found there. 
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If they are not found id the preaching of the apofides, 
then they make no part of the Gospel, are merely hu- 
man inventions which have been added to the Gospjel 
by the fancy and imagination of n)an. They are the hay 
and stubble which have been added to the silver and 
gold of the true foundation by man's device. And since 
the doctrines they did preach had the power to reform 
and renovate men, and make them true Christians, we 
infer without danger of a mistake, that the whole moral 
and spiritual power of the Gospel is contained in those 
doctrines. And, of course, whatever other doctrines 
have since been added to these, and preached in con- 
junction with them, the effect has been produced by 
the few and simple elements taught by the apostles, and 
not by the superadded doctrines of men. And as the 
Gospel continues forever the same, these are the doc- 
trines vyhich now produce all that moral and spiritual 
effect, which the Gospel is at this day producing in the 
world. 

These are, as we have seen, the existence, perfections, 
providence, and paternal character of God, the mission, 
miracles, teaching, death and resurrection of Christ, the 
remission of sins upon repentance, the resurrection of 
the dead blu^ a just judgment, and retribution in a fu- 
ture world. These must contain all the elements of 
moral power in the Gospel, for they are the whole of it, 
according to the apostles. A striking evidence that this 
was the substance of what was thought necessary for a 
Christian to believe in the first ages, is to be found in 
its coincidence with the most ancient standard of faith 
we have, which has come down under the name of the 
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Apostles' Cr«6d. '< I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth : And in Jesus Christ bis 
aaly Son, our Lord ; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, bora of the Virgin Mary, sofFered under Pontitis 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, aild buried ; He descended 
into hell ; the third dry he rose from the dead ; He as^ 
cended into hea«ireQ and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty ; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost ; the Holy Catholic Church ; the Communion of 
Saints ; the forgiveness of sins ; the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting." There is almost as lit- 
tie mention of the peculiar docrines we have been con- 
traverting, in this early Creed, as there is in the preach- 
ing of the apostles ; and had this Creed never been 
lengthened in after times, there would have been but 
little controversy in the Christian Church. 

Let us now consider the moral efficiency of these doc- 
trines. The very essence of all religion is summed up 
in its first article, the existence, perfections, providence, 
and paternal character of God. He is the eternal cen- 
tre and fountain of religion. He is the prime moving 
and all pervading power. Without him the universe is 
a blank ; and without him religion could no more exist 
than vegetation without the sun. '^ This," said our Sa- 
viour, *' is hfe eternal, that they might know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." 
Did not Christ understand the nature of his own reli- 
gion, the true sources of its moral power ? Accordingly, 
he came to show us the Father. Give n^ the know- 
ledge of a perfect God^ such as Jesus has described our 
25 
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heavenly Father to be, and you have estabUshed in my 
mind the mightiest moral agency which can operate 
upon me. His goodness calls forth my gratitude and. 
loTe; his purity and holiness arouse in my mind a 
strong aspiration to be like him; his all pervading 
presence and agency awaken in me a salutary fear of 
offending him. An object is thus given»my devotions, 
which will make them a fountain of spiritual influences 
springing up into everlasting life. I must then act with 
reference to him. I feel that ^^ it is God that worketh 
in me both to will and to do of his good pleasure." 
This then is the leading source of moral and spiritual 
power in the Gospel, and it is independent of these pe- 
culiar doctrines we have b^en discussing. We are 
unable to conceive how any moral power is gained by 
dividing this one God into three distinctions or persons. 
One All-perfect and Infinite Being is certainly adequate 
to all the purposes that three are. I can see confusion 
and weakened influence in the idea of three Persons in 
God, but no advantage whatever. 

The next source of moral power is the character of 
Jesus Christ. Paul at Athens, you recollect, preached 
in addition to the on^ God, '< in whom we live, and 
move, and have our being,'' " Jesus and the resurrec- 
tion." " This is life eternal," or the source or cause of 
life eternal, " that they might know Thee the only true 
God and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." He who 
knows Jesus Christ as he is, has operating within him a 
spiritual power of -another kind, but scarcely less potent 
than that of God himself. For in him is exhibited hu- 
man perfection. As God supplies the all powerful motive 
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to action, so Jesus furnidies the rule and guide. There 
is not a difficulty in human life, th^e is not a situation 
so abject and perplexing, that is not solved and made 
easy by one glance at Christ, one clear conception of 
the spirit that was in him. The conviction is over- 
whelming, that the reason why any are weary and 
heavy laden with the burdens of this world is, that they 
have not learned of him who was *' meek and lowly in 
heart." Christ laboring and suffering in the cause of 
man, in obscurity, poverty, persecution, supported only 
by a pure heart, and a reliance on God, closing his life 
in agony under the triumph of malice, and then ascend- 
ing to glory, is the most omnipotent Gospel which was 
ever preached to man. Its echoes sounded forth from the 
hills of Judea, and still are ringing round the world. 
They touch. a chord in the human heart of sympathy, 
and consolation, which wakens all of* virtuous energy 
there is in the soul. The life of Christ is a solution of 
the high and otherwise inexplicable mysteries of this 
dark and uncertain world. When exhibited to mankind 
as he went about doing good, or hanging upon the cr6ss, 
he becomes a source of moral and spiritual power to the 
Gospel, which no mind can estimate, and no tongue can 
tell. He " draws all men unto him" by the cords of love. 
The third source of moral and spiritual power in the 
Gospel, is the teaching of Jesus. I mean, its superhu- 
man wisdom, its intuitive certainty and truth, by which 
it carries irresistible conviction to the human mind and 
heart. The Gospel in this sense is the wisdom of God, 
and therefore, the power of God. This is the great and 
universal evidence by which it is ever accompanied. It 
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carries convictkHi, because it finds a witness in the in«- 
ner man of its eternal troth. It was this coincidence, 
which, when Paul reasoned of righteousness, temper- 
ance, and a judgment to come, made Felix tremble, the 
judge clothed in purple before the prisoner in chains. 
He foand the Gospel was in him before, and the rea- 
soning of Paul revived the crushed authority of hts 
own conscience. The Gospel without, responded to by 
conscience within, was too much for the hardened Ro- 
man, and he tfembled and was overcome with fear. So 
is it ever. The moral evidence of the Gospel strikes 
many hearts, even of those whose understandings its out- 
ward testimony fails to convince, and who never submit 
their lives to its power. And thousands of the human 
race, like the rude officers of the Sanhedrim, quail be- 
fore the humble Nazarene, and ccmfess that ^' never 
man spake like this man.'' 

The third doctrine to which the Goq>eI owes its 
moral and spiritual power, is the ofier of mercy from God, 
of the pardon and remission of sin, expressly and ex- 
l^citly made to mankind through Jesus Christ, on con- 
dition of true repentance and reformatk}^. This was, it 
is true, to a certain extent, the doctrine of Judaism and 
of natural reli^on. Yet through them it does not come 
with that directness and power with which it comes by 
an express ambassador and mediator from heaven, pro- 
claiming ^^ Repent, that your sins may be blotted out." 
This makes certain the great motive for the exercise of 
repentance, the certainty of its efficacy and its accepta- 
bleness with God. All men feel that they need this pur- 
don, for all men feel that they have sinned and come 
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short. The overtures of mercy made under such affect- 
ing circumstances as the suffering life, and bloody, pain- 
ful death of Christ, are calculated to make a powerful 
impression upon the world. This is what gives power 
to the ministers of reconciliation, when they stand up 
and proclaim, that " God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them ;" and when they " as ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech" men through them, they 
" pray men, in Christ's stead, to be reconciled to God." 

But the grand doctrine of Christianity, both for power 
and importance, is the resurrection of the dead. As it 
is the corner stone on which the entire system rests, so 
it is the animating principle which breathes a living en- 
ergy into the whole, and fixes it in the soul of man as 
its great and commanding motive. Deny this or omit 
it, and Unity or Trinity, purchased or free forgiveness, 
predestination or self-determined choice, or any other 
doctrine, or negation of doctrine, becomes matter of en- 
tire indifference. This life is an enigma utterly beyond 
the powers of man to explain. Human wisdom, in this 
case, concentrates itself into this brutish proposition : 
" Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die." 

Establish this doctrine and the brute disappears, and 
the angel rises in its place. Man, from a mere animal, 
becomes a spiritual being. No longer absorbed in the 
frivolities about him, he listens to the distant roar of the 
ocean^f eternity, and he is still. He becomes a thought- 
ful, intellectual, conscientious being ; he awakes from 
the lethargy, the moral death of vicious indulgence, to a 
life of righteousness, and peace, and joy. 

25* 
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For, in the fifth and last place, the resurrection makei 
sure the nioet powerful doctrine which can operate on 
the will of man, the judgment to come. That judg- 
ment then becomes certain, because our own con- 
sciences have condemned us already. The judgment 
of conscience we cannot reverse, nor change, nor resist. 
What appears to us now, in our character and conduct, 
unworthy and wicked, will appear so then, and with ten- 
fold clearness in the light of eternity. Sin, doing wrong, 
becomes a word of more portentous meaning than when ^ 
pent up in the narrow confines of this world. Eternity, 
with all its retributions, is brought to bear on the present 
life. And where is the wretch so degraded, whose base 
schemes are not sometimes arrested, whose outstretched 
hand does not sometimes pause from its purpose, at the 
thought of that judgment, which Christ has pictured 
among the floating images of a coming eternity ? 

These are the doctrines, the simple but sublime doc- 
trines of the apostles, and not the petty dogmas of con- 
tending sects, which are Christianity, and which con- 
stitute the moral and spiritual power of the Gospel. 
Then, as now, they were the efficient means of the sanc- 
tification and salvation of man, and the moral regenera- 
tion of the world* " I &m not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ ; for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth." 
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WHAT IS IT TO BE A CHRISTIAK, 

ACTS, XI. 26. 
^ AkO THK I>I8CIPLBS WBSB CALLBD OHKISTIAVS VIBST IN ANTIOCH.^ 

What is it to be a Christian ? What is it ciecessary 
for a man to believe, and what is it necessary for him 
to practise in order to be a Christian, and as such en- 
titled to the name, privileges, and hopes of a Christian ? 
It is my design in this discourse to promote the cause of 
piety and charity. Of piety, by leading each one to self- 
examination and earnest self-improvement, and of chari- 
ty, by giving you the scriptural and reasonable standard 
for judging of the Christian character and rights of oth- 
ers. I address those, who have a sincere desire to know 
the truth, and to embrace it, who wish to understand 
their own rights, and while they maintain them are 
equally willing to learn and respect the rights of others. 
I do not address that class of persons, who would give 
or withhold the Christian name, just as they thought it 
expedient, in order to produce popular effect, to raise 
up one sect and pull down another, to deter the multi- 
tude from fair and impartial examination, by hard names 
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and odious imputations. Such men I do not address, 
for light, conviction, is what they do not want. They 
already know better than they do. I address those who 
are earnest inquirers after truth and holiness, those who 
wish to unite, not scatter the flock of Christ ; those who 
wish to find in the Creeds of difierent sects points of 
resemblance instead of points of diflerence. 

It has been common, we know, for every sect into 
wliich the church has been divided, to insist on their 
own peculiarities as the essentials of Christianity. But 
if this be allowed, what follows ? It follows that every 
other sect, all other sects, who do not hold to the same 
are not Christians. It unchurches and excommunicates 
all the rest of Christendom. If the Catholic insists that 
every article of his Creed is essential to Christianity 
and indispensable to salvation, then it will follow that 
all Protestants are not Christians. They may be very 
moral, devout, conscientious men, and may st|ind well 
on the ground of mere natural religion, but in Chris- 
tianity they have no part nor lot. They are neither en- 
titled to the name nor privileges of Christiani?. They 
have departed from the great body of the church, as it 
was handed down from the apostles, they reject its au- 
thority, they deny transubstantiation,'they refuse to sub- 
mit to the enactments and Creeds of councils, they set 
at nought all the essential doctrines of the religion of 
Christ, and of course are not Christians. Their priest- 
hood are destitute of all spiritual power and.authority, 
their ministrations of the word and ordinances are null 
and void, and they themselves are rebels against the 
authority of Christ in the person of his vicar the bishop 
of Rome. 
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Tho Protestant appeals from this deciston. He de^ 
nies the right of the church of Rome, or of any other 
church to legislate for his conscience. He asserts <^ the 
sufficiency of the Scriptures and the right of private 
judgment.^^ He appeals to the Scriptures, and denies 
that the peculiar doctrines of the Roman Catholic church 
are found in tte Bible, and calls them human inven- 
tions. He appeals to the Gospel method of judging 
#f true discipleship, '^ by their fruits ye shall know 
them." The true faith is tested by its power to purify 
the heart, and overcome the world. The lives and 
characters of Protestants have exhibited such fruits. 
Their holy lives, passed in all godliness and honesty, 
have demonstrated the sufficiency of their faith for the 
only purpose for which faith is valuable, to prepare the 
«oul for heaven* But the Catholic rejoins, there is not 
an artide of our Creed, which is not drawn immedi- 
ately from Scripture and may be supported from it. 
And one doctrine to which you object, and which you 
deny, is asserted in so many words, ^< this is my body." 
Now if you deny this, you contradict Christ, and deny 
the BiUe ; and if you deny the Bible, you are no Chris- 
tian, whatever you may {N^etend. And as to your holi- 
ness and good works, they may appear to men very fair 
and specious, you may exhibit a great deal of zeal and 
ferveticy and outward nK>rality, but if your fidth is 
wrong, your actions cannot be right They do not 
proceed from the right motive. Your faith is not right, 
and previous to your conversion to the right faith your 
best actions are only splendid sins. 

The Protestant replies, It is not reasonable to sup- 
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pose that Christ's words are to be taken literally when 
he says, " this is my body," and as to our characters, 
you cannot judge men's hearts ; God only can do that. 
As man cannot go deeper than the outward actions, so 
he exceeds his powers and presumptuously arrogates 
the prerc^tive of God if he judges the heart bad on 
account of opinions, when the life is good. 

The Catholic answers with surprise and scorn. Un- 
reasonable 1 So you pretend to set up your carnal rea- 
son in opposition to Scripture ! You reject a doctrine 
plainly stated in so many words in Scripture, merely 
because it contradicts your fallible reason ! If such be 
the principles on which you proceed, there is an end to 
the authority of revelation. We may as well hare no 
Scriptures, as to interpret them, not according to their 
literal import, but according to our reason. To dissent 
from the great body of the Church, and from the doc- 
trine and authority handed down in direct and unbroken 
succession from the apostles, is heresy, and heretics are 
not Christians, are not entitled to the Christian name 
and privileges. So far from being acknowtedged as 
Christians they are to be excommunicated and cast (^. 
For this we have the express warrant of Scripture. 
'^ A man that is an heretic, after the first and second 
admonition, reject ; knowing that he that is such, is 
subverted and sinneth." The conscientious Catholic 
from principle, the partisan Catholic from policy, in all 
th(»e places where the Protestant heresy was rife and 
likely to spread, would warn all good Catholics against 
the new doctrine as a soul destroying error. They 
would denounce its teachers as bad and dangerous men^ 
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they would forbid their people to listen to their teach- 
ing, and do all in their power to throw discredit on 
their cause. ^ 

The Protestant would complain of this, as an inva- 
sion of his Christian liberty. But if he belonged to 
any sect of Protestants who sustain a Creed, he would 
complain to his own condemnation. Suppose him to, 
belong to the English Episcopal Church. He protests 
against the Church of Rome's legislating for his con- 
science, on the ground of the sufficiency of the Scrip- 
tures and the right of private judgment. But then he 
turns round and legislates for the consciences of others. 
He frames Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, and de- 
clares that the sum of Christianity is contained in them. 
And although he does not say that all who do not as- 
sent to these Articles are not Christians, yet he does 
what is infinitely worse, he treats them as if they were 
not Christians. He deprives them of the rights and 
privileges of Christians. He repels them from^ Chris- 
tian ordinances, he shuts them out of the ministry of 
the Church, as much as if they were heathens or Ma- 
hometans. He goes further, and shuts out the Dissen- 
ter, not only from his rights as a Christian, but from his 
rights as a citizen. He cuts him off from all share in 
the patrimony of the Church, which was given by the 
pious of past ages to the whole body of believers. He 
excludes him from all civil offices of honor, trust, an4 
emolument. The bare denial of the Christian nanie is 
a mere trifle compared to all this. The Churchmai> 
either believes the Dissenter a Christian, or he does not. 
If he does, he is bpvmd to extend to him the equal rights 
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of a ChriatiaQ. If he does not, then be mutt confess 
himself just as bigoted towards the Dissenter as the 
Catholic^s towards him. 

The Dissenter complains of this in his turn and thinks 
bknself hardly and unjustly treated. All of the name 
combine together and overthrow the E^blislied Churob. 
But have tlieir former oppressions and sufferings taught 
them forbearance and respect for the rights of con- 
science and of private judgment ? Not all all The 
first thing they do, on coming into power, is to legislate 
fcH* the consciences of others, and frame the Westmin- 
ster Confes^on, a burden still more heavy than had 
ever been imposed upon the rational soul of man. As 
little mercy was shown to the Dissenters from that, as 
there had been to them when they were Dissenters. 
That Creed was transplanted to this country, and on 
our American soil, human blood has flowed at the whip- 
ping post^** the lives of men have been sacrificed on 
the gallows for dissenting from a Protestant faith which 
set up for the motto of its banner when it separated 
ffora the Church of Rome, The sufficiency of the 

SCRIPTURES AND THE RIGHT OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT. . 

Soon these Dissenters began to dissent from each 
Other. There sprung up the sect of the Baptists, and 
claimed to be the only true church in existence. They 
(I mean the Particular Baptists) unchurched, and of 
course denied the Christiad name to all Christendom. 

* In 1650, a man of the name of Holmes, received thirty lashes at 
the whipping post in Boston, for professing and teaching the doctrines . 
of tlie Baptiats. On the 37th of October, 1669, tiiree persona suffered 
dMth l>y the common hangman in the same place from the Puritans of 
New England, for their adherence to the sect of die Qoakers. 
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bot themselves. Non^ could be Ghristians except thos^ 
who have been baptized by immersion. None others 
had the promise of salvatioh. '< He that believeth and 
is baptized shall be isaved." But he that is ndt iM* 
tnersed is not baptized. He is hot a Christian and 
must be repelled from the Christian ordinances ; h^ hai 
no promise, no reasonable hope of salvation. Having 
broken one commandment he is " guilty of all.'* He 
is without the pale of Crod's covenanted mercy, and 
^nseqUently exposed to darhnatiod. 
' Thus you perceive how easy It is for any s^ct, great 
Or small, to erect itd owh peculiar dogmai^ into the 
standard and criterion of Christian filith, ^nd deny fh6 
Christian name, and rights Ani orditianCeS td all thoi^ 
who will not receive their Creed ; and moreover to sup- 
port this usurpation fVoih the SeHptUres by specious 
and plausible arguments. We have seen too, that all 
have been disposed to exercise this Usurpation ^hen 
they have had the power. You pereeive then thdt it 
is unsafe to adopt the peculiarities of My sect as indis- 
pensable to constitute a Christian, ti must be some- 
thing common to them all, o^ all at-e hot Christians. 
And if all are not Christians, Who is to decide who are 
and who are not ? fivei-y sectof course will maintain that 
they are the true Church, and if they insist that ^11 theit 
peculiarities are essential, then k\\ Who do not iu^i^nt to 
them are not Christians. But if we exartiine this matter 
a little closer we find that these sects, inlnute ^S they are, 
are divided among themselves, and e^eh party are more 
tebacious of the differeiioe^ t^ety^een th^illselvi^s than 
they are of thqsf i^nU( \n whieh they differ from other 
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sects, and oppose and persecute each other with more 
rancour than they do any one else. Are sectarians then 
to be trusted with the keys of the kingdom of heaven ? 
By no means. There is no reason why these subdi- 
visions may not again subdivide, and so go on till each 
individual shall have a church of his own of which he 
is the only true and accepted member. 

But at length a sect arises determined to carry out 
the principles of the Reformation not only in name but 
in fact. They abjure all creeds and take the Bible as 
their only standard of faith. They study it by the best 
lights which they can command, and they find that 
many doctrines contained in the creeds are not found 
in the Bible, such as the Trinity, the two natures of 
Christ, the Personality and Deity of the Spirit, original 
sin, vicarious punishment, irresistible conversion, and 
their kindred' doctrines. They proclaim this to the 
world as the result of impartial, conscientious examina- 
tion ; and straight the old cry of heresy and unbelief is 
raised against them. On the first openingof this church, 
a learned Professor''*' addressed the inhabitants of this 
community in such language as this, '^ He who does 
not receive the doctrine of man'^s guilt and depravity 
by nature, and the doctrine of the divinity and atone- 
ment of the Son of God, and the sanctifying work of 
(he Holy Spirit, does not receive the Gospel and is con- 
sequently no Christian. It follows with irresistible con- 
viction to my mind that he who rejects these funda- 
mental truths, however respectable, virtuous, and ap- 
parently devout he may be, rejects Christianity as really, 

* Samiiel MBler, D. D. of ^rinoeton. 
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though not under precisely the same circumstances, yet 
as really as any Deist ever did. And that he cannot 
with propriety be called a Christian in any sense." 
** Their preaching is to be avoided as blasphemy, their 
publications are to be abhorred as pestiferous, their or- 
dinances are to be held unworthy of regard as Chris- 
tian institutions ; and these things being so, you ought 
to regard a proposition to go and hear them preach or 
to read their publications, as you would a proposition 
to hear a preacher of open infidelity, or to read an art- 
ful publication of a follower of Herbert or Hume." 

Such is the language, which a Protestant Divine, of 
the nineteenth century takes upon himself to use con- 
cerning persons who meet together to worship God in 
the name of Christ, and whom he supposes to be " re- 
spectabte, virtuous, and apparently devout," merely 
because they do not receive what he chooses to deem 
the essential doctrines of Christianity. Such persons 
he chooses to class with the open revilers of Christ and 
his religion, and who labor to uproot and destroy it. 
But can he be a Protestant who writes thus, one who 
acknowledges the sufficiency of the Scriptures and the 
right of private judgment ? Is he not aware, that the 
denunciations of the church of Ronie are quite as vio- 
lent against him and all Protestants, as his are against 
those whom he condemns ? Is he not aware that Catho- 
lics are warned from his ministrations, and his publica- 
tions, with quite as deep a horror as he warns his own 
followers against those whom he denounces ? Is he 
not aware how feeble and small his voice is heard com- 
pared with the thunders of the Vatican ; he a partisan 
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leiKler oi small fragment, of a small diYinoo> of a smaH 
■linority, beside the supreme Pontiff of the Eternal City^ 
the acknowledged head of the most ancient and most 
numerous community of Christ^s professed followers on 
wrth? 

The Presbyterian of whom I speak will perhaps ann 
swer to this, << There is a great difference between my 
denunciations of the Unitarians, and the Catholic's de- 
nunciations of me. / know that lam right. The 
Catholic does not know that he is right. Besides, the 
Unitarians have no religion^ They do not go to coxkn 
ferences and prayernneetings. They attend balls and 
parties of pleasure and conform to the world. . A reli-' 
gion which produces such fruits is no religion at alL, 
Charity to such a religion is treason to Christ/' But iH 
this be the standard of Christian character, wha.t may 
not the Catholic priest say to hipa ? He ro^ say, " \% 
is very evident that you have no religion. You do no| 
go to mass at early dawn., You are comfortably repose 
ing in yi^r bed, ^bile t^e Catholic vi k^ni^Iing ta has 
God. You dp not ia^\ on Friday, on wl^ch day oqf 
Lord was crucified, nor do pi^nance for yomr sins^ 
And as to conformity to the world, how can he have 
anything to say on that subject, who dresses richly an4 
lives like men of the world, who \m ^ wife and the 
comfortEi and luxuries ofa family aboijit turn? Averydi^ 
fi^nt life th^ from ' giving up all for Christ.' O wba^ 
a different religion this is from tbait of Christ and bis 
apostles, the confessors and martyrs! ^Charity to 
such a religion is treason to Christ.' " The Presbyterian 
replies, ^^ These are iiQcomnuindjed austerities* There 
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IS no warrant for them in the Scriptures. Christians 
are left in these respects to their own judgments and 
consciences/' " Point me if you can," answers the 
Unitarian in his turn; '^ to a single passage of the Bible, 
which forbids those particular amusements you con- 
demn. Christians therefore are left to their own judg- 
ments and consciences in these particulars." 

It is a curious coincidence that the same objection of 
free living should have been made to Christ by the Phar- 
isees of his days, on account of his neglecting to empfoy 
the common means of securing a reputation for sanc- 
tity^ a sour deportment and a sanctimonious abstinence 
from the innocent festivities of life. "Behold a man 
gluttonous, and a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans 
and sinners !" 

The Presbyterian, to whom we have alluded, may re- 
join : " I am sincere in my belief, that all Unitarians are 
lost." And is the Catholic any less to be believed, when 
he says it is his honest opinion that all Protestants are 
lost ? " No, he cannot be sincere, because he sees we 
live a Christian life." But you have cut yourself off 
from this plea. The Catholic may turn round and con- 
demn you out of your own mouth. He may take up 
your own words and say : " He who does not receive 
the doctrine of transubstantiation, and the doctrine of the 
supremacy of the Pope, and the doctrine of the intrinsic 
efficacy of the sacraments and of absolution, does not 
receive the Gospel, and is, consequently, no Christian. 
It follows irresistibly, to my mind, that he who rejects 
these fundamental truths, however respectable, virtuous, 
and apparently devout, he may be, rejects Christianity 
26* 
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U tfjMfi tfioii^ not ii^der ^t^cmHj the wm^ oifcam- 
af^incea, yi^ ^ re«fUy» m any Deist ever did. And thet 
h^ caonQl} ^ith piippciety, be called a, Christiany in ftoy 
leoaob Their proaebiDg is to 1^ avoided as Uesphemy, 
their pMblicelpo«P are U>be a)l>horred aft pestiferous, their 
ordioanqf^ mr^ to,he held vnwprthy of sc^rd as Chris* 
tian institution^ ; and these things being so^ yoq ooghjl 
IQ regard a ptppofition to go and hear theoi preach, or 
to read their, publica^as> i|s you weald a proposiition t^ 
hear a pD^acber ef <^n infidelity, or to read an artful 
publication pf a^ {cdlower of Herbert or Hume." Your 
lips ere seeledf You cannot utter one word, not evei) 
bigotry or. uncharitableipess. 

You openly profess to ej^eomfnunieate and cut men 
off from the name and privileges of Christians^ merely 
for the sal^e of epinipn, without regard to moral and re- 
ligious charcter, nay, in the fec^of their epparent exi^t^ 
^nce,. Wbait ipore< qau ^^e Qatholi^do ? You answer : 
^^ Jn QO\^utri(^'' Wjherie h# has the power, he burns the^ 
bodies e^d coufiscaAes the estaties. of those who dissent 
kwk his q:eed. We do not this." We reply : The in* 
stitutiens^ of t^ opuot^y forbid it. You go as iar as 
t))Qs^ iostAtJiMioiif witt elloi^K. You attempt to deprive 
di^l^uter^^of thf^ir foif na^ie, and to bold them up to the 
suspicion, and; odium of maukind, y^ou attempt by leg^l 
means to drive^tbem from their churches, and turn them 
from their flocks upon the world. If you go to the very 
limit oC the instjtu^ioua under which you live, is there 
any evidence that you would not go ftirther if yoU; had; 
tl^e pwer ? 

Out, you ^yrthe Crs4h<^Q rejeets the Bihle as the 
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BtaodoKl of &itb, and refers to the tutbority of Popes 
and CouncUs* Do you try heresy by the Bible ? No. 
You try it by the Confession of Faith and Catechisflas 
of the Divines at Westminster ; and what is that, but 
throwing away the Bible and referring to the authority 
of Councils ? You try heresy by the standard of the 
Council of Westminster, and they by standards estal>* 
lisbed by Councils a few centuries earlier ; and that is 
alt the difierence between you. The Catholic says» the 
Scriptures are an unsufficient rule of faith ; << they are 
a nose of wax," which you may turn just as you please^ 
The Presbyterian rebukes him for his irreverence. But 
it is merely for saying, in coarse language, what he says 
in language a little more refined. For what do we now 
hear from all quarters of the Orthodox world ! << The 
Scriptures are not a sufficient test of soundness in the 
faith. They are interpreted so many ways, that it is in 
vain to think of havh)g a pure church without something 
more definite and explicit." 

But suppose one unacquainted with the distinctions 
and tactics of Christian sects were to land on our shores 
and chance to read these charges, and then to enter a 
church where God is worshipped in the nanoe of Christ 
in Unity and instead of Trinity ; would he not find it 
difficult to reconcile what he saw and heard with what 
he read ? '' Can it be possible," he would exclaim^ 
'^ that these people reject and disbelieve Christianity, 
and still build churches to teach, and hear, and main- 
tain, and propagate it ? Especially would they do so, if 
it subjects them to sacrifices and obloquy, when they 
might CQJoy th^r unbelief unmolested, as nwny others 
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do, and profit by a fair reputation for Orthodoxy, merely 
by external conformity to some of the reigning sects, 
and saying nothing about their belief, or might withdraw 
without more injury to their rights or characters from 
any connection with Christianity at all ? It is impossi- 
ble ; there must be either some mistake or some wilful 
misrepresentation." 

While in the church he would hear God worshipped 
in the name and through the me^diation of^ Christ. He 
would hear his Gospel read and expounded as a divine 
revelation, as the word of God, and containing the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice. He would hear the 
reality of his miracles acknowledged. He would see 
him commemorated in the Supper as having died for 
man, as having risen from the dead, and as now living 
in heaven. An unbeliever rejects all this. " Can men," 
he would exclaim, "believe, and not believe, at the 
same time ? These men certainly do not reject, they re- 
ceive Christianity ; they have been either ignorantly, or 
maliciously slandered." 

He wishes to examine further into the justice of this 
charge, and he makes inquiry what it is necessary to 
believe, in order to be a Christian. How is hie to come 
at this ? Why plainly, he must examine the arguments 
of believers with unbelievers, and see what the believer 
asserts and the unbeliever denies. He takes up a book 
on the Evidences of Christianity, perhaps those of Paley, 
and he finds the great proposition which his whole work 
was intended to sustain is this : " That there is satisfac- 
tory evidence, that many professing to be original wit- 
nesses of the Christian miracles, passed their lives in 
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labors, dangers, and sufferings, voluutaiily undergone ic^ 
attestation of the accounts which they (leliv^^d, and 
solely in consequence of their belief in those accounts^ 
and that they submitted from the sam^ motives to nem 
rules of conduct." Or, perhaps, he might have taken 
^P the boQk on the Evidences, published lately in this 
country by bishop Mcllvaipe, a believer in all those disH 
puted points we have been examining. The great que?^ 
Uon between the believer and the unbeliever is summed 
up by him in the following proposition ; ^^ Is the religioQ 
of Jesus, as exhibited in the New Testament, a revela-* 
tion from (jod, and consequently possessed of a sove»« 
reign right to universal faith and obedience ?" 

The question between the believer and the unbeliever, 
aocording to both these defenders of the faith, is betveea 
miracles -and no miracles, revelation and no revelation. 
He who believes in the opiiracles, and the reality of ike, 
revelation, receives Christianity, for it is the object of 
both to prove the truth of Christianity. He who rejects 
the miracles and the revelation, i;ejects Christianity. 
That class of m^n to which I rderred as slandered, re- 
ceive and believe the miracles, receive and believe thQ 
^evqlation* Th^e books were written, for the express^ 
l^rpose of converting infidels from unbelief to the be^ 
lief of what ? Precisely what Unitarians now believe^ 
the Divine origin aud authority of the Gospel. If thjesi^ 
men have stated the question on its true merits^ they 
ipay convert a man to the belief of Christianity, an4 
still, according to our learned and charitable divine, he 
is an infidel. How can they be said, with the least re-^ 
gard to truth or gandpr, to reject Qh^istia^ty ? Witb 
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what truth, or foiraess, or even decency, can those who 
receive the Christian miracles and the Gospel as a reve- 
lation from God, be classed with Herbert and Hume, 
who denied them both ? It requires a meekness almost 
superhuman to bear a calumny so wanton and unjust* 

Well and what do the Christian miracles prove ? Do 
they prove that Christ was God, or a Person in God ? 
By no means. What then do they prove ? They prove 
that the doctrines he taught were from God. They prove 
his Divine inspiration, and nothing more. They do not 
touch his metaphysical nature at all. The revelation, 
when confirmed by miracles, is equally true and certain 
whatever may have been his nature. It is the same on 
every hypothesis. Hear himself on this subject. ^* But I 
hav^greater witness than that of John; for the works 
which the Father hath given me to finish, the same 
works that I do, bear witness of me," not that I am this 
or that by nature, but " that the Father hath sent me." 

The impartial examiner of the evidences and sects 
of Christianity, after this explanation, would know how 
to appreciate the denunciation he had read of the wor- 
shippers of one God in the name of Christ, as rejecting 
Christianity. He would perceive that the question as to 
the miracles, the inspiration, the Divine authority of 
Christ is fundamental, the turning point between belief 
and unbelief. But the question concerning Christ's meta- 
physical rank and nature, is a question of interpretation 
between the sects of Christianity. And the origin of 
this denunciation is the refusal of one sect to adopt the 
interpretation of another sect, which they attempt to dic- 
tate upon that common revelation whioh all receive, and 
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of which all have an equal right to judge. The worship- 
pers of one God in one person, art^ denounced as unbe- 
lievers, as rejecting Christianity, not because they do 
actually reject the Gospel as a divine revelation, for they 
receive it as such, but because they reject the interpret 
tation, which others choose to put upon it. 

If we compare these things with Scripture, we shall find 
this simplicity of belief in admirable accordance with the 
confessions of faith made by some and required of others 
of the early Christians. Who was the first convert and 
member of the Christian Church ? It was Peter. And 
what was his confession of faith ? " Simon Peter an- 
swered and said. Thou art the Christ the Son of the 
living God ;*' or, as as it is reported in Mark, " Thou 
art the Christ." Jesus answered, " Thou art Peter ; 
and upon this rock will I build my church ; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it." Thou art 
my first convert, the corner stone of the new edifice, 
never to be destroyed. That " Christ," and " Son of 
God," were synonymous, I have already explained. 
They were both Jewish phrases, significative of the Di- 
vine commission and authority of their expected Mes- 
siah. This was the only confession of faith required of 
the eunuch, whom Philip converted and baptized : '^ I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." " If 
thou," toys Paul to the Romans, << confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God liath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved." 
These considerations, moreover, explain the propriety 
of the formula of baptism, as an epitome or abstract of 
faith, to be confessed in order to admission into the 
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Christian church. " Baptizing them in the name of the 
Father," into a profession of belief in one God, the Fa- 
ther Almighty, and ^^ of the Son," that is, as we have 
before explained, the Divine authority of Jesus of Naza- 
reth, and " of the Holy Ghost ;" into a belief of the 
miracles by which his mission was proved and estab- 
lished, which are often in Scripture termed the Holy 
Ghost* Such is the simplicity of the Christian's Creed, 
for which the disciples were called Christians first at 
Antioch. Christianity is the same now that it was then, 
and the same Creed which was sufficient then is suffi- 
cient now. We have arrived, then, at the answer of the 
first part of our present inquiry, what is it necessary for 
a man to believe in order to be a Christian ? He must 
believe in the Divine origin of Christ's teaching and 
miracles, and that God raised him from the dead. 

We now come to the second part of our inquiry, 
what is it necessary for a man to practise in order to be 
e Christian, and as such to be entitled to the name, 
privileges, and hopes of a Christian ? 

This part of our subject, I confess, is surrounded with 
more difficulties than the other, from the very nature of 
the case. Because it is more easy to judge of what is 
true or what is revealed in the language of the Scrip- 
tures, than to judge of human character and conduct. 
I confess that it is impossible to judge that we ourselves, 
much less any other persons whose hearts we do not 
and cannot know, are true Christians, in a state of sal- 
vation and acceptance with God. No one in this life, 
(such I believe to be the design of God,) can arrive at 
a state of perfect assurance. The. most that we can do 
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is to entertain a hope, a strong confidence, that we are 
in that state ; and that others, of whom we form an 
Opinion, are also. On what is this hope and confidence 
founded, and on what ought it to be founded ? We re- 
ply, upon the general tenor of the life and actions. This 
evidence is, indeed, imperfect, because we cannot see the 
heart and the motives; but it is the best, and only 
standard we can adopt. A good life, a Christian prac- 
tice, is the only evidence that man can give or man can 
require of a Christian character. Our Saviour has 
given us this rule of judging : " By their fruits ye shall 
know them." We have already seen the Creed which it 
is necessary for a man to adopt in order to be a Chris- 
tian. We now see what Creed is necessary in a practi- 
cal sense for the same purpose, such a belief as produces 
a Christian life. When the most simple faith is accom- 
panied with such a life, we cannot withhold the name 
and character of Christian. And where this practical 
character does not exist, no matter how long or how 
mysterious the Creed, the seal of true discipleship is 
wanting, and the name and hopes of a Christian are en- 
tertained in vain. 

But is it not necessary for him to have some experi- 
ences to relate, to be able to tell when, how, and where, 
^he became a Christian ? Not in the least. If his life be 
truly Christian, such experiences are unnecessary. They 
add nothing of evidence. If the life be not Christian, 
they are certainly deceptive. Nothing is more uncer^ 
tain, equivocal, and suspicious, as a test of character, 
than mental exercises. They come and go, with health 
or disease, with excitement or tranquillity, with sympa- 
21 
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thy or 89litude. Bat a patient contipuance in well doing, 
a calm and conscientious dischaiige of duty, accompar 
nied by that faith in Christ which we have described, 
concerning these there is less danger of mistake ; and, 
as far as human judgment can go, they leave no doubt. 
Such is the endless variety of temperament, circum- 
stance, education, that no invariable rule can be laid 
down for the formation of the Christian character. It 
is sufficient for us to know it when it really exists. The 
true follower of Christ is not he who believes him to be 
this or that in the scale of being, or who ranges himself 
under the name of Paul or ApoUos, or of any peculiar 
sect, but he who obeys and imitates him. Here, then, 
is the true criterion. He who obeys and imitates Christ, 
he is the true Christian. Now we ask, if this is confined 
to any sect or denomination. " The grace of God" 
'< hath appeared to all men, teaching us to live soberly, 
righteously and godly in this present world." Are there 
not those who live thus among every division of the pro- 
fessed followers of Christ ? We all know there are. 
Why, then, will not all sects acknowledge this? Ua- 
ment to say it, but the truth must be spoken — it is 
.mutual jealousy of each other. By acknowledging it, 
they would abase the pretensions of their own peculiari- 
ties from essentials into non-essentials, and allow the 
comparative unimportance of those points on which 
they have been accustomed to lay so much stress, and 
on which their very party was raised up and sustained. 
As soon as this is allowed, the means of building them- 
selves up by terror and anathema are destroyed. As soon 
as it is allowed tirnt any one can be saved out of the 
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pale of their cburoh, then they can no longer exhort men 
to flee to it as the only ark of safety. Men are tempted, 
then, Jl>y two of the strongest principles in their nature, 
pride of opinion and self-interest, to make their peculiar 
cbgmas indispensable to salvation. And it is a tempta- 
tion, alas ! which too few are able 4o resist. It is sd 
much easier to play upon people's prejudices and fears 
and party attachments, than to enlighten and convince 
their understandings, that it requires a greater love of 
truth and more entire disinterestedness than even the 
best* men possess, entirely to abstain from it. 

But let it not be understood that because I would al- 
low, and have others allow the Christian name, privi- 
leges and hopes to all who acknowledge *the divine au- 
thority of Christ and at the same time exhibit the Chris- 
tian character, that I would be or have others to be in- 
different to truth. Let that be sought with all diligence. 
But in the mean time, while we are doing this, let us not 
denounce and anathematize each other. Let us examine 
calmly and dispassionately and without the biases of ex- 
cited feeling and party spirit. What chance has the 
mind to arrive at the truth, if it have hanging over it the 
pains of exclusion and denunciation ? What freedom 
has the mind to investigate the truth, if it have already 
subscribed to a Creed, and have learned to consider it 
as something to defend instead of something to examine ? 
The Bible is then studied not to discover what is true 
or what it teaches, but is ransacked to find texts to cdr- 
roborate a foregone conclusion.* It is the contest for 
power and party, not the great and irreconcilable differ- 
ences of creed and opinion, which gives asperity and 
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bitterness to sects and parties. For it is feund that those 
are most hostile whose tenets are nearest each other, 
which shows that it is rivalry and not regard for impor- 
tanl truth which is at the bott<»n of their strife and mti* 
tual denunciation. Let us investigate truth with zeat 
aod earnestness, but let us not use the saa*ed and veiie- 
r^e name of Christian as an instrument of party power, 
by giving or withholding it, to build up or put down a 
sect whose interests we wish to serve or rain. 

The identity of the Christian character is the great 
bond of Christian union. Identity of sentimeRt and opki- 
i<m can never be attained. Such are the diversities of 
external circumstances, of education, of degrees of light 
and knowledge, that the same truths will always appear 
differently to d^reut minds. And so long as these 
una^voidable differencea are embodied in Creeds, and 
made the fences and ramparts of sects, so long witt they 
keep the Christian world divided. But as Sblt as men 
are true Christians, so far are they all aKke in moni 
qualities ; and, on mutual acquaintance, will kyve and 
esteem each other. All true Christians ^^eaerate in others;, 
above everything else on earth, those moral quafities 
which they cultivate ie themselves; integrity, wfaidi 
may be relied on to the death, and with whieb you fedf 
yoursdf forever safe; candor, which wiU nntke proper 
allowances for your weaknesses and your prejudice^ 
and will not use them to cru«h and ruin you ; just ap-» 
predation of your virtue, without envy or detraction, 
nolwilhstaiiding diversities of sentiment or clashing of 
interests ; delight in whatsoever is pure, lovely and good. 
These are the qui Uties of a Christian ; and these quali- 
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ties wUl dmw the heart of every other true Christian to 
their possessor. It is the want of these characteristics 
of true practical religion, of real Christianity, and not 
wide disagreement of opinion, which is the occasion of 
strife and war among the followers of Christ. They ful- 
fil the great token of discipleship which Christ has left 
us : ^* By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye hare love one to another." They are to love each 
other, not because they belong to the same party, for 
coDSfHrators may have that ground of attachment, but 
because there will be in them those amiable qualities pre- 
eminently which necessarily form a common bond be- 
tween the -truly good. 

The Christian character has fortunately been deline- 
ated in the New Testament too pkinly to be mistaken 
by any candid inquirer. The example of Christ himself 
is a practical commentary on his religion too obvious to 
be misunderstood. The spirit of Christ'is more easily 
read than even his written commandments. And '< if 
any man have not the spirit of Christ he is none of his." 
^' The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffer- 
ing> gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance ; 
against such there is no law." << Giving all diligence, 
add to your foith virtue ; and to virtue knowledge ; and 
to knowledge temperance ; and to temperance patience ; 
and to patience godliness ; and to godliness brotherly 
kindness ; and to brotherly kindness charity. For if 
these things be in you and abound, they make you that 
ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the know- 
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ ;" " for if ye do these 
things ye shall never fall. For so an entrance shall be 

27* 
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ministered nnto you abctiKkndy iefo the everintiag 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." Such 
traits of character as these can neirer be mistaken. To 
believe in the divine authority of Jesus Christ and to 
lead a sober, righteous^ and godly life, these constitute a 
Christian, and oi^ht to constitute a bond of union 
among aU who take upon tbem his sacred and venerable 
name. Such is the result of scriptural ittvestigatton, and 
it is corroborated by the dictates of charity and experi- 
ence« For tte moment you abancbn this scri{5ttiral and 
charitabte^ ground, as soon as you demand anything else, 
yoK shatter the Christian church into a thousand frag* 
ments^ and make Christianity, instead of a bond of union 
and affection among mankind, an apoli^ for hatred 
and strife, and the indulgence of the very worst passions 
of our nature. As soon as you assert that a Christian life, 
accompanied by an acknowledgment of Christ's divino 
aulhority, is not sufficient, and that it requires the mys* 
terious leaven of some peculiar faith to sanctify it and 
make it acceptable to God, then every petty sect in 
Christettdom wiU insist on putting in tbek own peculiar 
d<^mas and shutting the kingdom of lieayen against ali 
who will not subscribe to thero^ The moment you al- 
low any one to say that a good Ufe is not good and ao- 
ceplabte to God because it does not pn)ceed firom the 
right principle, the right motive, the right &ith, then 
you reverse the rule of our Saviour and judge the fruit by 
the tree instead of the tree by the fruit ; you must allow 
eaeh man to define that saoctifying principle to be his 
own peculiarities of faith, and thus sutqect the best of 
n^n to be judged and cmdenuied and penecuted by 
the worst. 
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I «tk>w that the sect whkh adopts this etilarged, Vhe^ 
ful, and Christian principle, does not consult best for 
its rapid spread and ^iritual domination, for it strikes 
at the ?ery root of sectarianism itsetf. It forbids the use 
of the great engine of party, party spirit. It forbids the 
propagation of the sentiments of a party for the sake of 
its growth. It forbids that spirit of exclttsion and cen- 
soriousness so gratefttl to tlie pride of the human heart; 
for no one condemns another without secretly flattering 
himself, it can grow only with the increase of light, 
candour, and charity, with a love of the truth for its own 
sake, and not for the advantages which may be made of 
it, the benefits of social combination and a fair public 
standing and reputation. 

Persecution was once thought a religious duty, and 
a backwardness to exercise it a sure symptom of luke- 
warmness and want of zeal in the cause of Christ. And 
civil toleration was represented as a certain mark of in- 
difference to truth, and the readiest way to destroy all 
religion. Time and experience have corrected these 
mistakes, and proved that piety jflourishes most where 
there is the least external restraint, where the rights of 
conscience are most respected. The only vestige of that 
spirit which now remains is the combination to with- 
hold the Christian name and privileges from those who 
vary from the popular faith. That, however, is likewise 
in a fair way of being corrected. The real unbelievers, 
the real rejecters of Christ and his religion, are showing 
and avowing themselves in such a manner as to leave no 
doubt as to the true nature of unbelief, and of the readi- 
ness of those who have rejected the faith, to cast ofi 
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likewise the name of Christians. That the worshippers 
of one God in one Person in the name of Christ, do not 
range themselves on that side, ought to be sufficient evi- 
dence to all candid minds that they share neither in their 
sentiments nor their feelipgs. 

I conclude, by exhorting all who hear me to examine 
themselves whether they be in the faith, whether they 
have this belief in Christ and his revelation strong 
within them. If they have it, whether it be living or 
dead, whether it be a cold speculation of the brain, or 
an active principle pervading the whole life. I would 
entreat you to examine whether it merely fills the mind 
occasionally with fear and regret, or be a ^^ faith which 
worketh by love," purifies the heart, and overcomes 
the world. 
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HOW DOES A MAN BECOME A CHRISTIAN. 

TITUS II. 11, la 
"For the grace of god that bringbth salvation hath ap- 

VBAREI> TO ALL MEN, TBACHIKG US, THAT DENTIVG UNGOX^LIKBSS 
Ajn> WORU>LT UMTS, "WE BHOVLD UYB tOBSRLT, RIOXTEOU»|/T, 
AND GODLT IN THIS PRESENT WORLD.'' 

The subject which we propose to consider this even^ 
ing, isr eoroprebendert in the following inquify : How 
does a man become a Christian ?• What is necessary to 
be done for a man, and what must he do for himself in 
order to be a Christian ? 

This, you perceive to be an inqiiiry of great doctri- 
nal and practical importance. It touches a very nice 
question in speculative investigation, the limits of hu« 
man and Divine agency in the process of salvation, 
spiritual improvement, the formation of the Christian 
character, ks practical bearing is to show those, who 
on an examination of themselves, find they are not what 
they would be, or what their own convictions assure 
them they ought to be, where the fault has been, whether 
in themselves or somewhere else, and how this fault 
may be corrected in future. 
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How then, we inqaire, does a man become a Chris- 
tian ? . Some truths are set in a stronger light by de- 
scribing their opposites. Perhaps it may be so in the 
present case. Let as then ask how a man becomes the 
opposite of a Christian, a heathen in a Christian land. 
In the first fdace, he is suffered to grow up without 
Christian knowledge. He is not taught to read the Bi- 
ble by those who have the care of his early years ; he 
does not form the habit himself. The truths, motives, 
and principles of the Gospel do not operate in his mind, 
or on his conduct and life. He is not taught to pray, 
nor does he cultivate habits of devotion himself, and is 
therefore destitute of its sanctifying influence. He 
never reads religious or devotional books, so that he 
never forms a nioral and devotional taste. He scarcely 
ever goes to church, or puts himself in the way of seri- 
ous reflection or sacred instruction ; he turns his Ymdk 
on the ordinances, and generally on the means of re- 
ligion. He has no idea of what religion and devotion 
are, nor does he care to know. Suppose this, and you 
have the way in which a man becomes the opposite of a 
Christian, a heathen in a Christian land. He may be 
in some degree moral, and so were heathens. He may, 
he must to a certain extent, catch the general spirit, and 
take the tone of the society in which be lives and moves, 
which has been elevated by Christianity. But he is 
merely passive in this, and would have floated oirthe 
level of any society in which his. lot was cast. Christian 
or Pagan. 

But as religious faith, principle and habit are the 
great and most efficient antidote to sin, the probability 
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is, that he will not be moral. Without this preservative, 
the probability, is, that he will fail into bad company, 
and into many temptations, and that he will yield to 
them. His natural innocence will be corrupted, his 
good and upright feelings viUaled, and his will, original- 
ly free lo good as well as cvilj will become gradually 
enslaved to evil habit. He is then evidently not only 
not in the kingdom of God, but far from it. 

Reverse this procesSjand you have the way in which 
men ordinarily become Christians. They at an early 
age, with the very dawning of their minds, receive 
Christian knowledge. They are taught and they learn 
the few and simplej but the great, spiritual, all-pervad- 
ing, all-comprehendtng truths and doctrines of the Gos- 
pel, This lakes place not by a single, undivided agen- 
cy, but by the combined agency of God, of Christ, of 
parents or instructors, and of the mind of the child ; of 
God, who gave the revelation through Christ ; of Christ 
who taught it to men, who exemplihed it in his con- 
duct, and laid down his life to prove it and seal it with 
his blood ; of the parent or instructor, who takes these 
doctrines from the written records of Christ's teaching, 
and communicates them to the child ; of the childj who 
applies his mind to understand and remember them, 
and practise upon them w!ien called as life advances, 
into scenes wliere moral choice must be exercised. He 
is taught to pray. By this exercise all the truths of re- 
ligi<tn, and all he has been taught of God come to bear 
directly on the mind, are tfie means of immediate spir- 
itual influence. God comes in this way to act directly 
on the mind for its spiritual improvement, not by vio- 
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kting itt hw3 and working a minide, but in accordanee 
with ils laws, by operating through the underatandtog 
and the will, by being made the subject of thought, and 
communion, and affection* As be grows oMer, and his 
understanding is developed, he comes to read and un« 
derstand the Scriptures himself, he listens to the in- 
structions of the sanctuary and is profited by them. 
He forms a taste for religious reading and devotional 
engagements, and when his character is sufficiently ma- 
tured and confirmed, he feels constrained by his afiee*- 
lionate regard for the Saviour, to honor his memory by 
celebrating the ordinance of his institution. Thus he 
is trained up when he is young in the way he should . 
go, and when he is older he will not depart from it. 
In this way, I believe more Christians are made than 
in any other, according to the confession of all religious 
teachers of every denomination. Even those who put 
their chief reliance on periodical excitements, are con- 
strained to admit that most of the subjects of perma- 
nent impressions are from religious families, and if any 
are brought in from the ignorant and vicious, the prob- 
ability of their steadfastness is in direct proportion to 
their previous religious knowledge and education, and 
in an inverse ratio to their ignorance and their vices. 
So you perceive that according to our text, the great 
rdiance is to be placed on teaching, on forming instead 
of changing, the character. "The grace of Grod" 
^< hath appeared to all men, teaching us, that denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly." — When the character is once - 
formed and matured without Christian knowledge, with- 
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ool Cbrktiaii pi-iQoip)d8» without CJimtiM habits, the 
fwobabilily of iui olwiigQ is, I oo&fe^s, but small unctev 
any circumstances. There is a difficulty then on the 
very thresbold, to secure the requisite degree of atten- 
'tion to religious trulb. ^' The cares of this world, axid 
tbe doceitfuloess of riches, and tl>e Justs of other 
things," if notbiag worse, have con^e in and occupied 
the ouiid so exclusively, that divine things either are 
«ot attended to at all, or so hastily and superficially as 
to make no lasting impression. The chief hope then 
18 from another source. The teacher then to be relied 
' on, is the course of Divioe Providence, and th^ ej^pe- 
ridnce of life* Affliction then may speak with a voice 
sufficiently impressive, to be heard to the inmost depths 
cif the soul. The lo^ of friends may draw the heart to 
bim, who came to comfort those who mourn« The ar-* 
tow of Qousfortune may pierce so deeply, as to send ibe 
sufierer to the Great Physician of souls. The unsatis^ 
fibclorinesa of all earthly things may bring the inquirer 
lor real good, to the fountain of living waters springing 
l^>into everlasting life. The natural retributions of 
sin, the nausea, sorrow and disgust, which must sooner 
or later overtake the deluded devotee of pleasure, may 
lead him to '^ abhor" himself^ ^^ and repent in dust and 
ashes." The mad outcast of profligacy and vice, may 
at last come to his right mind, and be found sitting at 
the feet of Jesus. Such, before they become true 
Christians, must become as little children. They must 
go over this same process of learning of our common 
Master, must form themselves to the practice,of every 
duty they have hitherto neglected. They must acquire 
. / 28 
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by study, endeavor and experience, Chrititan knowl- 
edge, Christian principles, Chrktian habits, and tkmt 
they will be Christians indeed. 

But it will be objected to this, I k^>w, by a certam 
class of reKgionists, tiiat the process of beconiti^a 
CThristian is the work of the SfHrit of Grod. We an- 
swer, this is granted. So is the process by which the 
seed that is sown in the earth becomes a harvest, the 
work of God's Spirit The Spirit of God is the power 
of God in action. The Spirit, agency, efficiency, en- 
ergy of God, is the only power which connects any 
cause with its effect, and a moral as much as a pbysi- ' 
cal cause with its effect. There is no power in the 
seed of itself to spring up and bear fruit, without the 
immediate agency of God. So there is no power in 
any idea or truth, when conveyed to the mind of man, 
to^ive him any knowledge or excite him to any good 
affection or holy action without the immediate agency 
of God. But the Spirit works through means in both ' 
cases, and not without them. And those means man 
may use or not just as he chooses. Man must plant 
the seed in the earth and cultivate it, or God will give 
him no harvest. So God will not work in his mind if 
he leave it a mere blank, if he sow no seed and use no 
means through which and in which the Spirit may op- 
erate. He must read God's word, or pray, or hear re- 
ligious discourse, or meditate on his works or provi- 
dence, or there will be no operation of the Spirit in his 
mind, any more than there will be in the field where no 
seed is sown. 

But such religionists will rejoin, there must be some 
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dwtingttishing, special oper{iti<iDs of God's Spirit or 
pewer, in all those cases where the means of religioo 
are effectual. We answer, that this assertion is a mere 
assumption, entirely destitute of any proof or any evi- 
dence whatever. It is only a necessary part of a base- 
less, artificial system of divinity, dishonorable alike to 
God and man. Consequences follow immediately from 
k most derogiUory from the moral character and gov- 
erament of God. It will fdlow from it thai of two 
persons equally sincere and earnest in the use of means, 
and equally deserving the aid of the Spirit, which alone 
nakes those means effectual, it is withheld from one 
and bestowed . on the other by arbitrary will, caprice, 
partiaKty, favoritism ; so one is lost, not through his 
own fault, for he did all he could, and the other is 
saved, not because he was any more meritorious. To 
evade this, is it said that though special, it is always 
bestowed on the sincere ? Then it is always bestowed 
according to a certain rule. It is always bestowed un- 
der certain circumstances ; then it is no longer special 
and distinguisBing. » Every one is sure of receiving the 
effectual aid of the Spirit who is sincere ; or in other 
words, the efiectual aid of the Spirit always accom- 
panies the means of religion when sincerely used. 

But it will not do, it may be said, to tell people so. 
They will not feel sufficiently their dependence. They 
will form presumptuous ideas of the goodness of God, 
and his readiness to receive them at any time. They 
will trust too much^ to their own power of using the 
means of religion effectually at any hour, and so put it 
off. I answer, that I would tell the truth at any rate, 
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and i«t consequences take eare of themselvvir/ I wonMI 
honestly tell them the truth on this and e^ery other scriy* 
ject, as I went atong, and rety on one truth to oorreet 
what, to my short sighted vision, seemed catevlated to 
produce an infarious efleet in another. I would tell them 
that the probability that they would use the means of 
religion at all, is growing less and less every moment, 
as the time in whieh it must be done is growing shorter 
and bad habits areconttnoaHy strengthening, and there- 
fore the probability of mneerity, the gmod r^quiKile, hi 
diminishing every day. 

We catinot certainly be more dependent on God t&i 
the means of sustaining spiritual life, and their efficacy 
for that purpose, than we are for the means of sustaiii^ 
ing animal life, and their efficacy for that purpose. And 
yet no one thinks of prem^ing that every aet of the 
Deity by which this is extended to us is a special act, in 
order to keep up men's sense of dependence upon Ood 
for the food which MMtaios life, and for the power which 
it momentarily receives from Ood to eflbot that parpoee« 
I see not therefore, why we should make a diitinction 
between these two oases, when there is no 4i0iMrenoe. 
This preaehtfigand sh4(Nng doctrines nMrely to pnv 
duce an effect, I cannot apprinre. It savours more ml 
^boman winning and pious fraud, than of godly honesty 
and sincerity. I shall say something on this head in the 
present Lecture before I dose. 

There is a sense, and an important sense, in which a 
nsan's becoming a Chrratian is the effdct of the opera* 
tion, the miraculous operation of the Spirit of GbiL 
Ood by his 6{Hrit, by a violaUon of ttie com«ion laws of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HOW IMIfiS A MAM BSGOME A CBBAKTIAII^ 

natoie, reveded the Gospel to, Jesus aod his apostles. 
God gave him the Spirit without measure. God gave 
him all his doctrines, requiring superhuman wisdom and 
knowledge. << My doctrine," said he, ^' is. not mine, 
but his that sent me." <' I have given unto them the 
words which thou gavest me." These doctrines were 
proved to be from God by the miraculous operation of 
the Spirit. " The works which the Father hath given 
me to finish, tiie same works that I do, bear witness ci 
me, that the Father hath sent me." And this same mi- 
mculous power accompanied the apostles during their 
ministry, which established Christianity in Ithe world. 
*^ He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall be 
do also, and greater works shall he do." Without this 
miraculous communication of knowledge and wisdom, 
which constitutes the Gospel, it plainly could never 
have existed on earth, and without the external mint- 
cles, particularly Christ's resurrection from the dead, it 
could never have been authenticated and established as 
a divine revelation. That Gospel was committed to 
writing, and has come dowja to us just as it then ex- 
isted. Time has made no change in it, though (he gene- 
rations of men have passed away. For though << all flesh 
is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of 
grass ; the grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth 
away: but the word of the Lord endureth forever. 
And this is the word which by the Grospel is preached 
unto you." Whoever then now learns of the Gospel, 
and is cotivinced of its truth by its superhuman wisdom, 
aod the miracles which accompanied it, is as really 
taught by the Spirit of God, as those who listened to it 

28* 
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from the tips of Mm to whom it was first communioated* 
And those who ape conviiieed by the evidence we have 
of the miradesy owe their faith to the Spirit of God. 

And there is a still further point of resemblance, ft 
does not appear tliat there was any inihienee eierled 
immedtately on the minds of the first converts to make 
then believe and ebey the Gospel. They appear to 
have been left to the exercise of their natural powers. 
We have no evidence of any miracoloos influence on 
their minds to caase them to believe, or b^ore they be^ 
liaved. The miracles were wrooght to give tfie Goq)el 
external evfdenoe, external I mean to the minds of those 
to wImmu it was preached. The miracles were wrooght 
to give them evidence ; but none, of which we have 
any account, to predispose their minds to receive it, or ^ 
to act according to their convictions when it was re- 
ceived. This could not have been done, without in- 
fringing upon their moral freedom and accountability. 
And this brings to view a very important consideration. 
They welcomed or resisted their convictions according 
to their previous monJ condition ; aiid they obeyed or 
disobeyed their convictions, in a great measure,, accord- 
ing to their accustomed habits of action—^ principle ef 
uoivefsal application. It is as true now as it was in the 
days of Christ and his apostles. The bad ejSeets of sia 
exiend not wAy lo the affections and the will, to de- 
prave the affec^ons and enslave the will, but they fiko- 
wiseombarrass tlie ohderstanding in the investigation of 
troth, aod prompt the mind to resist instead of sediing 
conviction. A bad man was less likely to believe on 
Ghrist tban a goed man, because he would feel himself 
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interested in pariying <fae force of the evidence, in not^ 
giving it a fmir mnd full examinatien. << If any man will 
do bis wiH he shaH know of the doctrine, whether it be 
of God, or whether I speak of myflelf." "For every 
one tfiat doeth evil bateth the tight, neither cometh to 
the tight, lest his deeds should be reproved." 

Those then, who by a life of probity and honesty bad 
prepared themselves to receive and believe in Christ, 
were entitled to that advantage in respect to their con- 
victiof^, in the operations of their understandings even, 
which they possessed over the vicious and unprincipled ; 
who by their wickedness had made themselves enemies 
of the light, and opposed to the acknowledgment of a 
moral Reformer. Conversion by miraculous impulse, 
would destroy this just distinction, as well as preclude 
entirely whatever moral character there m^t be in em- 
bracing truth. Any interference afterward acting up- 
on the mind, to determine its choice to obey its convic- 
tions, would certainly destroy free agency and all merit: 

The Spirit of God, or the power of God, was exerted 
to impart the revelation, and to give sufficient evidenc0 
of it ; but never, as far as we are taught, was it exerted 
to make this or that man believe and receive it, or to 
bias his will to act according to his belief or convictions 
when he had received it. The human mind was left to 
its own natural laws and its own freedom of choice. 
Otherwise the same benevolence which prompted God 
to send the Grospel, and Christ to teach it with toil, suf- 
fering and death, would have prompted to cause aM 
men instead of a few, to believe on and obey him. The 
Gospel itself is a miraculous agency upon the minds of 
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men. For it was ghren by nunide, and proved by mitBr 
des. Wherever it was preached, then as now, it con- 
tained all that influence upon the mind of man which 
God saw fit to address to it. More was not oonsisteni 
with that freedom of morol action which is necessary to 
good or ill desert, or the formation of character. It con- 
tains just that degree and amount of instruction, per- 
suasion, motive, inducement, which infinite wisdom saw 
was compatible with human liberty and moral probation* 
To say then, that it required another act of the Spirit or 
power of God to prepare tiw heart for its efieciual re^ 
oeption, or to give it light and force in the mind, is to 
assert that the former act of the Spirit was imperfect 
and insufficient for the very purpose for which it was 
exerted, is to assert that God's revelation is so defective 
for its purpose, that it requires another revelation to ex- 
jdain and give it efficacy. 

My estimate of the revelation of Christ is not so low 
as this. I do not think so meanly of the sacred Scrip- 
tures. 1 believe that the religion of Christ is the most 
powerful agency and influence which God exerts upon 
the soul of man. I believe that it comes up tp the very 
point where more light and more power would destroy 
the balance of the choice, and overwhelm the freedom 
of the will. Much more would a direct, irresistible power 
exerted immediately on the mind to produce conviction 
and obedience, have that efiect. Accordingly we find, 
that when miracles ceased with the age of the apostles, 
in the Christian Church, reliance was placed on instruc- 
tion to make Christians. It was supposed by those who 
lived nearest to the age of miracles^ that no further vio- 
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latkm of the iawB of nsture was to be expected* Tte 
Christmn religion was left to be propagated and perv 
peloated by the operation of the common laws of hn^^ 
flfian agency and the hnman mtnd. They therefore in<*' 
stituted a course of systematic instructipn for the yoiiog, 
beginmng in their tenderest years to instil into tiieoi the 
i^ffiplest prtneipies of the Christian religion. And tb« 
system of instraotion went upon the very rational sup* 
position, that the Gospel was competent to that purpose 
for which it wms given by God, to make men wise to 
salvatien, and with his bleonng would be eincient for thd 
accomplie^ment of that end, just as any other m^^ns 
which he has in his wisdom instituted, is for any other 
purpose. And we have every reason to believe that they 
were not disappointed, for that was the age of sainto, 
and martyrs, and confessors. 

Moses, according to the wisdom given to him, had 
left instructions ages before, on this point. ^^ And these 
words which I command thee this day shall be in thine 
heart. And thou shfilt tedl^h them diligently unto tby 
children.*' And this system of instruction went «pon ttm 
suppoAtion that children come into the world fcee to 
choose good or evil, and immediately when capable of 
moral action, begin to form characters either good or 
bed by their good or bad actions, wUcb will have a 
bearing on their whole future existence. As the mind 
always acts with reference to the prtecifdes there areia 
it, Chis system took care that the first principles which 
entered it should be Christian principles. This contioucd 
the practice of the church for many ages, till new doct 
trines w#re introdooed entirdy ^wbveniveof the tbeery 
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upon which this system of instruction was founded. 
St Augustine, in the fifth century, broached the doc- 
trine that man i» by nature totally depraved ; and 
incapable of any religious action, till his nature i^ 
changed. This of course rendered the theory of be^ 
ing made Christians by instruction absurd and pre- 
posterous. Because, according to that supposition, they 
are made Christians, not by the spiritual agency of God 
through the Gospel in which others and they themselves 
might be instrumental, but by direct, arbitrary action of 
God upon the soul, which none but he could hasten or 
retard. It is certainly a waste of time and effort to im- 
part religious instruction to a being incapable of religion* 
It is certainly a mockery to lay motive and inducement 
before a being who has no power to obey them. There 
is certainly no inducement to sow seed which has no 
vitality in it, or in a soil which has no power to nourish 
and fructify it. ' 

This speculation of St. Augustine seems never, how- 
ever, to have been carried out in practice, nor to have 
influenced tlw usi^es of the Catholic church. But since 
its revival by Calvin at the Reformation, it has entered 
more largely into both speculative and practical theolo- 
gy. And it now threatens, where the peculiar tenets ^ 
that Reformer prevail, entirely to revolutionize the ach 
ministration of the Christian religion. Once admit the 
shocking hypothesis that man is born under the wrath 
and curse of God, incapable of willing or doing any- 
thing good or pleasing to God, is under the necessity of 
nnning in every act, then there must be a change 
wrought in him by the^ arbitrary, irremstible power of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



HOW wmn A UMM mmetmm ▲ crnxurruM. S8ft 



Gkxl, before be becomes a moial agent even, so far as 
religion is eoacerned* As he cannot advance that 
change, so he cannot letard it. It is is entirely useless, 
according to this theory, to instil into the mind the prin- 
ciples and truths of the €rospel, as to sow seed in a 
desert of sand. The soul most sin at any rate, and it is 
of little consequence whether its sins are greater or less, 
fewer or more, as it cannot be more than totally de- 
pmvea, or merit more than God's wrath, curse, and 
damnation. Nay, it is sometimes asserted, that the more 
Hke Christians people are educated, the noore excellent 
tbeir characters, provided this change has not been 
wrought, the further they are from the kingdom of God ; 
and the greater the sinner, the more likely to be made a 
saint. All we can say of such a doctrine as this, is, that 
it is a worthy part and parcel of a system of religion, 
which begins with calumniating the character of the De- 
ity, and ends by contradicting every law and phenome- 
non of the human mind. 

But, as as we before said, wherever these doctrines 
prevail, the tendency is to conform to them the whole 
administratbn of Christianity. Although in theory it is 
maintained that none but God can change the heart, 
and nothing that man can do will have any influence to 
induce him to do it, still means are adopted, which apr 
parently have for their object to induce him to produce 
that change. . Means are adopted which certainly, if 
they have no influence with God according to this sys; 
tern, to induce him to change the hearts of the subjects of 
these means, are calculated and are apparently intended 
to brmg on a cnsis in tb^ state of feeling, which makes 
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Hhem imftgine that tbeir hmttriM aie ohooged. That thou- 
gands, hf tiieir endeavors afterward to act ^accordiiigly, 
may form a CbrMlan character, we do not doubt; But 
there can cocne no good on the whole, from mistake mid 
deoeptioo ; and where there is'ooe person benefited by 
•uch meaaures, there are probably many who aufier ir*' 
reparable injury. 

But bere, p^iiapa, I may be asked, if I wish to be 
understood to speak in tlisparagement of reKgioas ex*' 
dtemeots, and what are technically called, in the Ian* 
guage of the day, Revivals of reUgioo ? I answer that I 
wouM speak of them with caution and disotimioatkiA. 
Where I saw a minister who had not labored up to thm 
limit of his strength, and time, and talents, becoming 
more earnest and assiduous in his duties, studying more, 
and disohargiiig his public functions with more force^ 
and impressiveness :-*4f I sbouU see a congregation^ 
which had been cold and negligent, waking up to a co** 
operation With their minister, more constant at church, 
more devout while there, becoming alive to the impor- 
tance and practice of family religion, who should dedi* 
eate their children to God, and then be careful to in* 
struct them, or have them instructed in the great truth* 
and principles of Christianity ; — if I shoidd see the bonds 
of family affection strengthening, and a greater degtee 
of interest and regard in each member of the society 
for every other ; — if, in this state of things, I should see 
more and more from time to time, piompted by the 
strength and sincerity of their religious feelings and their 
afiection toward the Saviour, to surround the taUe of 
his dying love ;«^f I sbooktseeall this take {daoe witl^ 
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out oflbcioas initenBiedcUiQg with eaeh other's eonoeriHii 
without affe^ed and trtifieial solemnky, without hi^rsh 
nod icettsorKHts judgoaeiU? of eacti other, this I abould 
welcome as a revival of religion indeed. I should hail it 
as ^^ that wisdom that is from above, which is firat {M^re, 
then peaceable, gende, and easy to be entceated, fuil of 
mercy and good fruits^ without partiality and withoitf 
hypocrisy*" For sttch a revival as this, I would spend 
aad be spent For tiais I would labor ^od pray, so Jong 
as God permitted me to be as ambassador of Christ. 

So far as a revivid of religion bofe ibese nnirks «ad 
ocMTOspofided to this description, I should approve iMikd 
iiejoice in it. But were I to hear of .9 religious exeM^* 
Mieot in any place ; iu order to form my judgment of it, 
I ahouid first ioqaiie wbeihef the pastor had adopted 
Ihose measures which are usuaHy resorted to to prodao^ 
an excitement, from his own judgment^ or whet^ he 
were driveu into them by the over*perauasioo of hif 
neighboring brethren^ or their ih/mls of denunciation ; 
or brought into it to gmtify some of the rqetless, hiH 
weak spirits of bis own soeie^ty. ( should imjuir^ 
whether k were or were not, a^ ei:!pedient resorted to in 
order to support a tottef^ing jC^ucdi, a tottering man, or 
a tottering cause. I should eodeay or to ascertain whether 
or not it were employed in order to sualain; by the sup^ 
posed divine approbation which jt might be thougl^t to 
involve, the lekims of a decliMARg fd^th, wJi^ich can jdk> 
loiiger be defended by argument. I should ask, if anao^g 
the fore^ assistance usually called in on such occa^ 
sions, those who figured meet conspicuously were mea 
in the piaoea txom which th^ cam^, noted lor Aheir in- 
29 
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tegrity, their socmd sense, and the parity of their morab ; 
or whether they were the vain, the conceited, and the 
equivocal of fame. I should wish to be informed whether 
the measures adopted met the approbation of the wisest 
beads and the soundest hearts of the congregation, or 
only of the enthusiastic, the volatile, and unstable, and 
were merely tolerated by the wise, for fear of opposing 
what was in some way connected with the cause of re- 
ligion. I should inquire, moreover, what doctrines Imd 
been preached. If I found among them, as I probably 
should, if the excitement had been great, the Divine 
Sovereignty in the pe/sons, modes, §nd times of convert 
sion ; and that revivals are the efi^ct of the extraordi* 
nary operation of the Spirit of God upon the minds of 
men ; I should then question how it could be reconciled 
with plain honesty for those to preach these doctrines, 
who were conscious of bringing about these excitements 
by human machinery. How can they say that a revival 
is the result of the extraordinary (^ration of the Spirit 
of God, who have in council determined beforehand to 
bring that revival to pass by preconcerted means ? I 
should look upon this accidental coincidence of the do- 
termination of God to pour out his Spirit in a certain ' 
place, with a determination of a certain set of men to 
have a revival there, as being something more than sus- 
picion's. The human agents in these excitements, in or- 
der to sustain their claim to be the immediate work o( 
God must maintain, in those cases in which conversion 
took place in a preconcerted revival, either that the ex- 
traordinary operations of the Spirit were exercised in 
consequence of the use of the means, or that they them- 
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sdves were prompted by the special influences of the 
Spirit to use those means. If they say in consequence 
of the use of means, their use of means controlled and 
presoibed the operations of the Spirit to a certain time 
and a certain place. If so, what becomes of the Divine 
Sovereignty ? If they say that the revival is the effect of 
the operation.of the Spirit of God in the sense of prompt* 
ing them to undertake it, then they share the pretension 
%o inspiration with a class of persons in modern times, 
of whose fellowship we should not suppose them to be 
at all ambitious. If they mean that it is the result of the 
Messing of God, which always accompanies the sincere 
employment of the means which he has appointed, then 
let them say so. If they believe it is common and inva- 
riable, let them not say it is special. Let them not claim 
Divine sanctions for th^r doctrines from special opera- 
lions of the Spirit, which they know to be common. 

But I should perhaps be told, that there was great 
iolemnity, great distress of mind, and perhaps convul- 
rions of body« I should proceed to inquire further, 
what doctrines were preached ? If they "were total de- 
pravity, which means man's being created under God's 
wrath and curse, and his being doomed inevitably to 
eternal damnation, without the interposition of almighty 
. power, unable to do the least thing to secure his salva- 
tion ; and in connection with these the Divine Sove- 
reignty, which means arbitrary selection of the indi- 
viduals to be* saved ; I should say, solemnly, I marvel 
rather that they wene not made mad, if they believed 
these doctrines. If they were true, the heavens should 
be hung in Mack, and the universe shrouded in gloom ; 
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for they take away oar heavenly Father, and sobstitiite 
ifvi hifl pbiee a stern and eapricious tyrant without ju»* 
lice and without love. 

But it would be said that there was great peiiitence 
produced. PeoileticK for what ? I would ask* For their 
. wicked deeds^ or their wicked nature, derived from A4- 
am?-^for their real sine or for their iina^nary goiU? 
But there was^ great joy and peace succeeiinig^ 'I an^ 
swer^ it is as easjr to work upon the ifnaginailionr one way 
as another, to throw off as to bring opoo the sool a lostA 
of unspecified and GctMev^ guilt ; their real, every^day 
transgressions would have been more difficult to dispodO 
of. But then thoy were brought so enlireiy to submit 
to 6od^ To man, 1 fear, quite as much aa to Q(A 
Tbey are proselyted to a sect and pledged unscru'ptt^ 
loQsty to go aJl lengths with them, cm paiiiF of denwncitt* 
tion as backsliders^ But they bring forth tbe firuit of 
goodness in after life^ i answer, that Ihey bate com- 
mitted themselves in such a way that it pats it out of 
my power, and I fear cot of their own, to 4e^mmm 
whether tliey act from re(igioii» motives or not* They 
are now placed in a condition to> consvdery^ when about 
fe act, not so much what is right and gidfod i» iosetf, 
what conscience and God's word sanction, M wh&$ 
other peopie may tMnk uHU become tJieir ChrieMem 
prc^eeUm. It is impossiUe for me to tell,- or perhapi 
for themselves, whether they have or have not trae re« 
ligion^r To ascertain th», it would be neoessary to re* 
move them to another sphere and to other asaodation«« 
If they did not there float jost on the level of society, 
aild take their tone from those about them, that is, if 
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they ceased to refer everything to a conventional con- 
science instead of their own, then it would be certain 
that they possessed true reli^on. I should, in a place 
where a revival had been, expect to find nuich •absti- 
nence for a time at least, in ob^ience to this conven- 
tional conscience, from gay dressing and public amuse- 
ments. I should desire to know whether there was as 
much abstinence from private scandal, wrath, strife, bit- 
terness, and evil qieaking. I should be told, many had 
become men of prayer ; I should prefer that it should be 
more in their closets and less in the corners of the street, 
more in the spirit of the Publican and less in the spirit 
of the Pharisee. I would have them offer up their 
prayers for others more in the spirit of affectionate in- 
tercession, and less in the spirit of an overbearing 
indictment. 

The religion of revivals, I am sorry to say, is essen- 
tially bigoted and uncharitable. You never can get a 
young convert^, fresh from the heat of these excitements, 
to own that there are any true Christians who have not 
been through a similar process, or whose piety has been 
the growth of years, instead of the convulsion of a day. 
All the coin in circulation is counterfeit, spurious, and 
worthless to them, which does not bear the newness an(f 
stamp of the last few years. Even their own fathers 
and mothers, who were serving God years before they 
were born, they come to look upon as unconverted and 
no better than heathens, because they cannot tell the 
precise moment when they were brought out of dark- 
ness into light. It sets up a false standard of character, 
and makes religion to consist not so much in a faithful 

29* 
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diseharge of the common dofied of life, ad in expcfri- 
ences and going the round of meetings and excitements. 
It produces a Ugoted ierttachment to a certain set of 
doctrines which precludes till candid examination. They 
become too much personally interested in the truth of 
certain doctrines to suppose the possibility of their be- 
ing nntnie. Their hopes of salvation are derited not so 
indch from the tenor of their daily Rfe, as from the con- 
fident belief that at a particular time they underwent the 
mysterious, irreversible change. Any inquiry casting 
doubt on the miraculousness or the irreversible nature 
of that change, is resisted with alarm and indignation 
as undermining their hopes, as abolishing their title to 
spiritual priiriiege and aristocracy, and reducing them to 
take their chance among the common herd of mankind, 
and to be judged according to the deeds done in the 
body. 

Let it not be understood, however, that I would deny 
there is some good done on these oticasions, even the 
most fanatical. But I see no reason to resort to mira- 
cles fat the good eflfects, whatever they may be. There 
is a generalwakhig up of attention to the subject, there 
^is a muftiplicatiott of the means of religion, reading and 
heaftng the word of God, and prayer. These we have 
reason to believe are always efficacious, when sincerely 
used, and precisely to the extent of that sincerity. We 
have no reason to believe that all, on these occasions, 
use these for effect upon other people. Some do it sin- 
cerely and for their own improvement, and such ar^ 
blessed by God under all circumstances. But the diffi- 
tulty is, these new measures soon become old, and lose 
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their efficacy. They produce no more effect than the 
the old measures, and when the power of excitement iff 
worn out, a return to the ordinary means of grace seemtf 
cdd, dull, and insipid. These things being so, would it 
not be more modest, more safe, and more true, for the 
conductors of these revivals, as they are called, if they 
ftiust publish a statement of them to the world, instead 
of the inflation and exaggeration in which they indulge, 
of the special visitation of the Spirit, to say there had 
been an unusual attention to the means of religion, and 
it had been followed by the happiest resuks ? But such 
a statement would rob the peculiar doctrines exhibited 
of the confirmation, seal, and sanction of God's truth 
which is intended to be given them, sink the agents in 
the scene from the especial and infallible interpreters of 
God's word, into mere, common, and fetlible men, and 
tear the veil from the wire^ working and machinery they 
had used. 

Much is said at this time of the danger of the spread 
of the Catholic faith. I fear there is much more to be 
apprehended from the spread of the Catholic spirit, if 
that spirit be as its enemies represent it, the spirit of 
priestly domination. The greatest obstruction truth now 
meets is, that the inquiry is not what doctrines of reK- 
gion are true and Scriptural, but what will give the 
priesthood the most power. The greatest obstruction to 
charity, which is the bond of perfection and the essence 
of Christianity, is the holy horror which the leaders of 
sects think it expedient to inspire in their foUowers 
against all other sects, in order to retain their allegiance, 
and thus the ministry of the Gospel of Christ is in dan- 
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ger of being degraded from a pure, d^nified, and holjr 
calling, into a pitiful partisan warfare, in which peace, 
and truth, and charity, are to be sacrificed together. 

We return to the subject from which we have di* 
gressed. '^ The grace of God that bringeth salvation, 
bath appeared to all men*, teaching us, that denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world." We be- 
lieve that the efficacy of those means of grace which 
we enumerated at the commencement of this discourse, 
is fully sustained by the representations of the -Scrip- 
tures. " The law of the Lord is perfect, converting 
the soul: The testimony of the Lord is sure, making 
wise the simple : The statutes of the Lord are right, 
rejoicing the heart : The commandment of the Lord is 
pure, enlightening the eyes." " Moreover by them is 
thy servant warned, and in keeping of them, there is 
great reward." " Now ye are clean," or purp, says 
our Saviour, '^ through the word which I have spoken 
unto you." "Sanctify them through thy truth ; thy 
word is truth." " The words that I speak unto you, 
they are spirit and they are life." Ye received the 
word of God, which ye heard of us, ye received it not 
as the word of nien, but as it is in truth, the word of 
God, which efiectually worketh also in you, that be* 
Heve." " Receive with meekness the engrafted word 
which is able to save your souls." Quotations of this 
kind might be multiplied almost without limit. No 
more, we trust, are needed to show that the sacred 
Scriptures are a divine agency upon the soul of man, 
sufficient to sanctify and save it, when studied with 
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earnestness and sincerity. They are the fountain of 
living waters sufficient for all the spiritual wants of the 
soul. 

As full and explicit is the sacred testimony to the 
efficacy of prayer. " Ask, and it shall be given to you ; 
seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you." " If ye then being evil know how to give 
good gifts unto your children, how much more shall 
yeiw Fartier, which is in fteavt^if, give^ go©4 thfiiga,^ or 
as Luke reports it, '^ the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him." " Watch ye, and pray, lest ye enter into temp- 
tation." " They that watt upon fhe Lord, shall renew 
their strength ; Ikey shall mount up with wings as 
eagles ; they shall run and not be weary ; they shall 
walk and not &tnt." If any of you are conscious to 
yourselves that yoa are iiot Christians in heart and lilie^ 
'A i» not because divine iaflaence has been withheld ; 
but because yo« have not earnestly and sincerely used 
Ihe raeans of graee^ whtcb God has appointed. 
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ORIGIN, NATURE, AND TENDENCY OF CREEDS. 

MATTHEW, XXIII. 8. 

** But be hot tb called kabbi ; fob okb is toub xastsb, bykm 
ohbist, and all ye are brethbbn." 

Perhaps there is nothing which demonstrates more 
strikingly the Divine wisdom which dwelt in Christ, 
than this charge to his disciples concerning the usurpa- 
tion of spiritual power. That this is his object, appears 
from the connection in which it stands, for he takes 
occasion to give this warning from the exhibition of 
this disposition in the Scribes and Pharisees. They 
were the religious teachers of that day, they abused 
their trust and substituted the commandments of men 
for the law and truth of God. ''The Scribes and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses' seat. AH therefore whatsoever 
they bid you observe, that observe and do ; but do not 
ye after their works ; for they say, and do not. For 
they bind heavy burdens, and grievous to be borne, 
and lay them on men's shoulders ; but they themselves 
will not move them with one of their fingers." They 
'' love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the chief seats 
in the synagogues, and greetings in the markets, and to 
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be called of men Rabbi, Rabbi. Bat be not ye called 
Rabbi ; for one is your Master, even Christ, and all ye 
are brethren." '^Buthe that is greatest among you 
shall be your servant." Our Lord knew what was in 
man. He knew that there is in him a strong desire of 
power, love of dictation,, fondness for eminence and 
respect. He saw it in the Scribes and Pharisees, and 
he knew that the teachers of his own pure faith would 
be beset with the same temptation of legislating and 
lording it over the consciences of their brethren. This 
he strictly forbids. ^^ One is your Master, even Christ, 
and all ye are brethren." As if he had said, ^^ Let 
none of my followers, when I am gone, assume my seat 
0^ presume to dictate to his brethren. The allegiance 
of every Christian is due directly to me. I am the all- 
sufficient teacher. No human being need receive, or 
believe, or practise anything which I have not explicitly 
taught. My doctrines lie level with the meanest ca- 
pacity. They contain everything which is necessary to 
salvation, and in the best possible mode of expression. 
Let no one then of my disciples, usurp dominion, let 
no one submit to the dictation of his brethren in my 
church, of which I am the only head,," 

Such was the charge of Christ. But need I tell you 
that the apostles were hardly in their graves before this 
spirit broke out among his followers, and has reigned 
from that day to this ? Four centuries had not passed 
before the seat of Christ was as full of doctors as that 
of Moses had been, all as eager as they were, to bind 
heavy burdens and lay them upon the shoulders of men. 
Then it became not sufficient to assent to what Christ 
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and his apostles had said, to cooslitute a Christian, but 
to the interpretation which these doctors cboee to piit 
upon it. 

But spiritual tyranny was revifed in the Christian 
Church under circumstances of much greater cruebj 
and oppression, than it had existed in the Jewislu For 
it does not appear that the Jews ever invented that 
greatest of all impositions and engines of spiritual usur*- 
pation, — a Creed. The Jewish sects were ready 
enough to persecute each other, but they never cbanoe4 
to adopt the expedient of l^aitzing and systematizing 
persecution by the means of a formulary of faicb* 
Though the. Scribes and Pharisees sat in Moses' seat, 
it appears that they had more respect for him than te 
reduce his religion to a written Creed of their own, and 
then force it upon other people. This is an indignity 
which their Scriptures escaped. And let it not be con- 
sidered harsh that I speak of Creeds in such terms «f 
unqualified condenmation. For they can be shown to 
be the instrument and occasion of all the persecution, 
torture, and bloodshed which have been perpetrated in 
the Christian Church since its establishment. Men 
have always been persecuted, and tortured, and mur- 
dered, as heretics, for heresy. But it is only by the 
establishment of a Creed, tbat heresy can be ascertained 
and the heretic convicted. So long as you keep to the 
words of the BiWe you can convict no man of heresy. 
For if he hold to the Bible at all, he will admit every- 
thing there is in it. But he will not assent to your 
sense of it. And you have no right to demand it of 
him. He has just as much right to require of you to 
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aaaent to his sense, tf§ jrou have to require btm to a9- 
sent to joars. '^ One is your Master, even Christ, and 
all ye are brethreni" But if I, yoti may answer, can get 
anothor person to agree with me, then we can decree 
that ours is the true sense, and then we can convict the 
third person of heresy. Or at least we have the power 
to nmke him a heretic, right or wrong, and we have the 
pomet to treat him as a heretic, to cut him off from our 
society and communion ; we may persecute him, and tf 
we can persuade ourselves to believe it is right and for 
the gkM*y of God, we may kill him for not assentii^ to 
God's truth* This is but a plain, unvarnished state- 
D^nt of the principle upon which all Creeds are built. 
And we ask if anything in the compass of imagination 
can be more oppressive and unjust, or more directly in 
violation of the express commandment of Christ r What 
then is a Creed ? It is the sense which a majority agree 
to pot upon the words of Scripture, and force upon the 
minority, or cast them out from their communion, and 
cut them off from the name, and rights, and privileges 
of Christians. 

In discussing the subject of Creeds, as we propose to 
do in this lecture, we shall first notice the manner of 
their introduction into the Christian Chirrch, and then 
examine their propriety, authority and effects. 

I shall notice the introduction of Creeds into the 
church the more readily, as their history will discover 
to us the elements, the rise, the growth^ and establish- 
ment of the doctrine of the Trinity. As it Imppens, 
the first public Creed which was established in the 
church and forced upon men by the civil arm, was that 

30 
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of Nice, which, tbongh it did not estaUish the doctrine 
of the Trinity in the modern sense of the term, e8tai>- 
lished something which finally led to it. By compiiring 
this first monument of secubr and spiritual usurpation, 
which bears date of the year 325, with what went be- 
fore, with the New Testament, and what came after, 
we naay perceive from what the doctrine of the Trinity 
arose, how far it had then proceeded, and how it mm 
afterward brought to its present state. 

At first sight it might seem utterly unaccountable 
how the doctrine of the Trinity could have grown out 
of the pure. Monotheism of the Jews. At the time of 
Christ, no such thing had ever been heard of among 
them, and nothing could be more abhorrent to all their 
conceptions of God. The Holy Spirit itad been spoken 
of in the Old Testament in the same manner that it 
was afterwards in the New. But no one had ever 
dreamt of understanding it as a person. It was always 
considered by the Jews, who certainly ought to have 
understood the force of their own language better than 
any one else, as the power of God in general or special 
action, and is so considered to this day. What at this 
time could have led to its deification and addition as 
an object of worship ? 

Jesus of Nazareth had appeared among the Jews and 
dbiimed to be, and was proved by God to be, their 
Messiah.. But no Jew certainly ever mistook him for 
that God who sent him, or for a Person of God, for 
nothing could be more revolting to a Jew, than any- 
thing which would impair, in the remotest degree, the 
Divine unity. During the days of the apostles we find 
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IH) trace of the assodation of Chri^ or the Holy Spirit 
with God, as objects of worship. Thete is no trace (^ 
such a doctrine in the preaching of the apostles for 
thirty years recorded in the Acts. And so the New 
Testament closed. The apostles slept with . their fa- 
thers, the Jewish nation was destroyed, and the Gospel 
fell into the hands of those who had been educated in 
heathenism and idolatry. The men of learning who 
succeeded the apostles as teachers in the Christian 
Church, and by their writings and speculations formed 
and guided the opinions of its members, had been bear 
tbenfphilosophers. And what could heathen philoso- 
prfiers find in the New Testament as the elements, the 
basts^on which to build such a stupendous doctrine as 
the Deityfof Jesus of Nazareth ? These elements they 
found in two phrases, ^^ Son of God," and '^ LiOgos," 
word, or^wisdom,,or reason. " Son of God," with the 
Jews, as we have already demonstrated in the second 
Lecture, was a title merely equivalent to Messiah, and 
was applied by Nathaniel to Jesus before he knew of 
bis miracttloiMi birth even, while he thought him the son 
of Joseph. '* Logosji" word, or wisdom, or reason, was 
applied by John to that Divine wbdom and power 
which Grod manifested through Jesus, and by whidi be 
had created the universe. But these phrases were 
caught up by these heathen philosophers, and made to 
£flean^8omething entirely different To them, heathens 
as they had been, the idea of a derivcKl and subordinate 
God, or^a complexity in the Divine Nature, was not at 
all shocking. They, therefore, carried the phrase <^ Son 
<rf God," which in the niind of a Jew, conveyed no 
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idea of a superior nature, back into eternity, and made 
Christ instead of a created being, one derived imtnedi* 
aleiy from God, and of the same nature. And what 
conirmed them in this notjon, was the coincidence of 
/the word Logos, which John used to express the power 
and wisdom of God which ^dwelt in Christ, with the 
same term Logos in their own philosophy, which they 
hid learned of Plato and his followers. 

The philosophical speculations of that age, which 
were a mixtore of the Platonic and the Oriental, were 
very loose on the subject of the Unity of God. They 
both allowed of derived Divinity, of emanations from 
God, still partaking of the Divine Nature. Plato had 
spoken of the Logos, or reason of God, as somehow 
dbtinct from his essential being, by which he created 
the world, and his followers had i^>oken of it as a dis* 
tinct Being. Philo, a learned Jew, a contemporary of 
the apostles in the latter part of his life, had amalga* 
mated in some measure, this Platonic heathen philoso- 
phy with the Jewish theology. He represented this 
Logos, or reason of God, as a Person, as a Being ema- 
nated or begotten, not uncreated like the great Su- 
preme, nor .created like other beings, but a medium be- 
tween the two. This Logos he called << first born Son," 
and represents all things as created, preserved and gov- 
erned by him. This is he who appeared to the patri- 
arcfas of the Old Testament ; for the Supreme God; 
who cannot be limited by any place, could not appear 
in a visible form. From this time the Logos became 
the advocate of men. with God. God sends him into 
virtuous souls, who are instructed by him* He is the 
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secoodary God, who is Bubordioate to the Supreoie* 
Now these were speculations entered into by a Jewish- 
heathen philosopher before the Gospels were writtc^n, 
who had, it is probable, never heard of Jesus of Naza- 
reth, or his doctrines. Here then we have the very 
elements, o( a. purely heathen origin, the materiala, ihe 
substratum of what afterwards was formed into the Sec- 
ond Person of the Trinity, and the Divine Nature of 
Christ, Plato had personified the Intellectual Energy 
of God, by which he planned, created and governs all 
things* His followers made it a real Person, an em- 
anation from God. Philq, the Jew^ and others with 
him probably, introduced this doctrine into the Jewish 
Theology, and corrupted with it their pure Theism, by 
representing this intermediate Beinf^, this Platonic Lo- 
gos, to have been the medium through which the Je- 
hovah of the Jews created the world and held inter- 
course with tlie patriarchs. Afterwards the Gospels 
were written. Three of them, which certainly contain 
all that is essential to Christian doctrine, have no ex- 
pression, with the exception of " Son of God," and that 
as an equivalent to Messiah, which could furnish the 
remotest analogy between Jesus of Nazareth, and tfie 
Logos of Plato and Philo. John does use the word 
Logos, in the sense of ifiat wisdom and power of God 
which were manifested in Jesus, but as far as we can 
perceive without any idea of personality, hardly of per- 
sonification, much less of dividing the Divine Nature. 
Here then was t^ie point of coincidence and conjunc- 
tion* The Christian Fathers, who had been heathen 
philosophers, into whose hands the administration of 

30* 
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Christianity- fell after the apostles, joined these two to- 
gether, the Jewish Messiah and the Platonic Logos. 
And hence resulted that strange fancy of a human and 
a Divine nature combined in one Person, and the still 
stranger introduction of a Second Person into the Je- 
hovah of the Jews. The first elements of the THnity 
then, grew otU of putting heathen meanings an Jewish 
words, terms, and phrases. " Son of God," which 
with a Jew had no reference to nature at all when ap- 
plied to the Messiiah, was carried back into the ages of 
eternity, and made to mean derivation from the sub- 
starice of God.. And "Logos" was made to mean, not 
the wisdom and power of God manifested in Jesus of 
Nazareth, but the Platonic Logos, an attribute or por- 
tion of God, become a Person. 

To be convinced that this was the origin of the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, so abhorrent to the Theism, both 
of the Jews, and of the religion of Jesus, it is only ne- 
cessary to examine the philosophical speculations of that 
age, in connection with the writings of the Christian 
Fathers before the council of Nice. Of the use they 
^ made of these two phrases " Son" and " Logos," I 
shall give you some specimens. I shall make these 
quotations from the Christian Fathers, to show of what 
elements they constructed the Trinity, how far it had 
advanced in their hands, how much more in these spec- 
ulations it is like the Platonic system we have been ex- 
amining, than like the theology of the Jews, or modem 
and perfected Trinitarianism. My quotations from 
them will be taken from a work of Professor Stuart, of 
Andover, a witness in no way friendly to the conclu- 
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^monu I draw from his prembes, and therefore the ooore 
likely to be impartial. The conclusion which he avows, 
after having carefully examined this whole subject, is 
summed up in these words. ^^ The great body of the 
early and influential Christian Fathers, whose works ate 
extant, believed that the Son of God was begottea at 
a period not long before the creation of the world ; or 
in other words, that he became a separate hypostasis 
at or near the time when the work of creation was to 
be performed." 

The first writer of eminence after the apostles, whose 
writings are extant, was Ignatius, bishop of Antioch, 
who flourished about the close of the first century. In 
his writings there is such a passage as this : << There is 
One God, who revealed himself by Jesus Christ his 
Son, who is bis eternal Logos not proceeding from Si-» 
lence." Who does not perceive that this is as identi- 
cal with the Platonic Logos as it is repugnant to the 
one Jehovah of the Jews, and the three equal persons 
of the modern Trinity ? 

The next distinguished Father I quote is Justin 
Martyr, a native of Palestine, and who flourished about 
the middle of the second century. He had been a 
heathen philosopher, and h^ thus expresses his ideas. of 
the Divine Nature. '* God in the beginning, before 
anything was created, begat a Batiooal Power from 
himself; which is called by the Holy Ghost, Glory of 
the Lord, and sometimes Son, Wisdom, Angel, God, 
Lord, Logos. Sometimes also he calls htm Leader. 

In the form of a man he appeared to Joshua, the Son 
of Nun. All the above names he bears because be min* 
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isters to the will of the Father, and was begotten bjr 
the will of the Father." How this wisdom or reason 
of God could have emanated from him, he goes on to 
describe. << Something like this we see happens to 
ourselves. When we utter a reasonable word, we be- 
get reason, or logos, but not by abscission, so that our 
reason is diminished. Another thing like this we see, 
in respect to fire ; which suffers no diminution by kind- 
ling another fire, but still remains the same." 

In another place he says ; " The Father of the Uni- 
verse who is unbegotten, has no name ; for to have a 
proper name, implies that there is one antecedent to 
the person named, who has given the appellation. For 
the titles, Father, God, Creator, Lord, Sovereign, are 
not proper names, but appellations deduced from bis 
beneficence and his operations. But his Son, who only 
is properly called Son, the Logos, who existed with 
him,'v (or in him,) '< before the creation, and was gen- 
erated when in the beginning he created and adorned 
all things by him, is called Christ, because God anoint- 
ed and adorned all things by him." Who does not 
see in this strange medley the Platonic Logos, which 
Philo had interpolated into the Jehovah of the Jews, 
and made the medium of Ifis creatii^ the world and 
conversing with the patriarchs, fitted and joined to tht 
names, titles, and phrases applied to the Jewish Mes- 
siah ? Christ, or Anointed, was a title which Jesus 
shared with the kings and priests and eminent men of the 
Old Testament, from the anointing oil of consecration* 
But by this Platonic Christian Father it is carried back 
to the creatbn, and applied to the Logos by which God 
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created the world, ^' because God anointed and adorned 
all things by him." 

The Logos of John is made tdentical with the Logos 
of Plato. And *' Son of God," which the Jewish Mes- 
siah shared with the good and eminent of the olden 
time, though in a pre-eminent but not specifically dif- 
ferent sense, was perverted in the same way, and made 
to mean that this ima^nary Person was begotten im- 
mediately from the substance of Grod. 

We have room for extracts from only one more of 
the Ante-Nicene Fathers. Tertuliian, a Latin, bom in 
Carthage, and who wrote about the end of the second 
century, expresses himself thus of the Divine nature. 
^ Before the creation, God was alone, his own world 
and place ; alone, because there was nothing extrinsic 
to him. Yet not alone, for he had with him what he 
had in him, viz. his own reason. For God is a rational 
Being, and his reason was in him first, and so all things 
were derived from him, which reason is his understand- 
ing. The Greeks call this Logos, and we Sermo. On 
this account we are accustomed, by simply translating 
the word (Logos) to say, that the Word was in the be- 
ginning with God ; when we should say, to speak cor- 
rectly. Reason was first ; for God from the beginning 
was not a speaking but a reasoning Being." How this 
word or wisdom of God became Son he goes on to de- 
clare. ^' Then the Word himself assumed his form and 
beauty, sound and voice, when God said, Let there be 
l^ht. This is the perfect nativity of the Word, when 
he proceeds from God, formed by him, first mentally 
by the name of wisdom, then generated in fact. By 
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this procession becnn^e he the first born Son, before 
anything else was born ; and the only begotten." 

Again : " He (God) is not Father always, because 
he is always God. For he*could not be a Fatherpbe- 
fore he had a Son ; as there cannot^be a judge before 
there is a crime. There was a time when the Son was 
not, who/might] make the Lord a Father." Again : 
'^ Let Hemogenes acknowledge that the wisdom of Grod 
is spoken of as born and formed, lest we should believe 
that anything besides God only was unborn and un« 
formed. For if within God, what was irom him and 
in him, was not without a beginning, namely ,«^his Wns- 
dom, born and formed from the time when the mind of 
God began to beTagitated aboutt the formation of the 
world ; much more must we deny that what was with- 
out God is eternal." 

Such were the opinions of the Fathers of the Chris- 
tian Church before the Nicene coundl,|and such was 
the orthodoxy of that age ; since the only real^definition 
of orthodoxy is the opinion of the majority for the time 
being. 

I might go on to quote pages of such language from 
the principal writers of that period, but^I deem it un- 
necessary. Enough has been quoted, we hope, to show 
out of what materials the Trinity ^was formed. Enough 
has been quoted to show how the pure Theism of the 
Jews was corrupted by amalgamation with. Pagan phi- 
losophy ,^nd how the Platonic Logos was engrafted up- 
on certain|expressions of the New Testament.5*|We see 
how the one Jehovah of the Jews was corrupted at this 
period, but at the same time how entirely different 
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was the orthodoxy of that time from the modern three 
equal Persons in one Grod. Had the Gospel always 
remained in the hands of the Jews, and had they never 
been tinctured with heathen philosophy, it is hardly 
possible that such a doctrine'as the Trinity could ever 
have been invented. It is hardly probable that they 
would have ever violated the Unity of their Jehovah by 
interpolating their Messiah into his being, who was to 
be a lineal descendant of David. And it is not more 
likely that they would have deified the Holy Spirit, 
which they had known from the commencement of their 
Scriptures as the power and influence of God ; espe- 
cially as 4ieither Christ nor his apostles taught any new 
doctrines as to the Divine Nature, The heathen, or 
those who had been educated heathens, into whose hands 
the Gospel fell, were not thus fortified against miscon- 
ception. They were prepared for it. There was no 
objection to derived Divinity in the mind of a man 
whose conceptions of the spirituality of the Divine Na- 
ture were as low as those of the heathen were, and who 
had been accustomed to the idea of one God being de- 
rived from another. And the Platonic doctrine of the 
Logos, hail prepared them to put the just construction 
upon the language of the New Testament, which they 
actually did put upon it. There was another influence 
which led to the same result. The cross of Christ bore 
heavily upon the first converts from Paganism. The op- 
probrium of being followers of a crucified malefactor 
made them turn eagerly to anything which might exalt 
their master in the eyes of their vilifiers. What could 
do this more effectually than establishing his identity 
with the Platonic Logos ? 
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But whaty it may be asked, has all this to do wilh 
Creeds ? We shall soon see. The elements <^ which 
this intermediate, imaginary Beii^ (for he was not yet 
exalted to anything like an equal Person of a Trinity) 
was made up, were somewhat incongruous, and coi>- 
tained, as experience afterward showed, the materials 
of endless dispute. The two principal terms in the New 
Testament on which the Platonic Logos was engrafted 
were the words Logos and Son. A dispute arose which 
should have the most influence m settling his nature, 
Logos or Son. Logos, which means reason, when ap^ 
plied to God must mean the reason of God. This was 
of course always in him. But Son, on the otjier hand, 
expresses and implies derivation, a beginning to exist 
Hence the dispute between the Arians and Athanasians 
which gave rise to the Nicene council and Creed. This 
was in the year 325. Before this, however, there iiad 
been attempts to cast off Platonism and to return to the 
pure Theism of the Jews and of the New Testament. 
Particularly Sabellius had attempted to reconcile the 
Logos of Plato with the Logos of St. John, in the fol- 
lowing manner. " The Word or Logos never proceeds 
out of the Father, but as our reason proceecj^, as I may 
say, out of us, when it makes known by words and 
commands what are our thoughts and our desires. So 
the Word or L(^os which was in Jesus Christ, is only 
a declarative Word, which manifested to Jesus the 
knowledge of salvation ; and an operative Word which 
conferred upon him miraculous power. It is only an 
operation of the Deity, a full effusion oF the divine wis- 
dom and power in the soul of our Lord."* But as the 

* Lardner, vol. Hi. 76. 
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Platonrsts coiistituted the great majority of the church, 
and of course their senitraents were orthodox, Sabelfius 
and his followers were considered as heretics, and were 
able to effect but littte. 

But the dispute between the Arians and Athanasians 
was between two paHies both Platonists, both holding 
to the personality of the Logos. Both tbonght him an 
emanation from God. But the dispute was as to th« 
manner of that emanation. Arius said, as he was Son 
he must hare been derived, must have begun to exist. 
Athanasius said, that as he was the Logos, the reason 
of the Father, he must always have existed in him, or 
at feast the substance or material out of which he was 
produced. Such was the nature of a dispute which set 
the whole Christian church in a blaze ; a dispute, you 
have seen, on a question of heathen philosophy rather 
than Christian theology, and which occasioned the 
Council of Nice. 

Constantine was then on the throne of the Roman 
Empire, and he was the first emperor who embraced the 
Christian faith. He had undertaken to patronize tire 
Christian church, and this dispute caused him great 
uneasiness. In order to settle it.he assembled a council 
of bishops from the different parts of the Roman Em- 
pire at the city of Nice in Bythinia. The Emperor was 
there in person, and present during their deliberations. 
The sentiments of one of the parties on this occasion 
we learn from Arius himself. " We cannot assent to 
those expressions, always Father, always Son, at the 
same time Father, at the same time Son ; that the Son 
always co-exists with the Father ; that the Father has 
31 
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no pre-existence before the Son, not so much as in 
thought, or a moment. But this we think and teach, 
that the Son is not unb^otten nor a part of the un- 
begotten by any means. Nor is he made out of any 
pre-existent thing; but by the will and pleasure of 
the Father he existed before time and ages, the only 
b^otten God, unchangeable ; and that before he was 
begotten, or made, or founded, or designed, he was 
not. But we are persecuted, because we say, that the 
Son had a beginning, and that God had no beginning. 
For this we are persecuted, and because we say, the 
Son is out of nothing. Which we therefore say, be* 
cause he is not a part of God, nor made out o& any pre- 
existent thing." What was the opinion of the Atha- 
nasians, we learn from the Creed which they, happening 
to be the majority, established as truth. It was this. 
" We believe in One God the Father Almighty, the 
Maker of all things visible and invisible ; and in one Lord 
Jesus Christ,ithe Son of God, begotten of the Father, 
only begotten, that is, of the substance of the Father ; 
God of God," (or as it is in the original 08o$ ex ^aov, 
God out of, or from or derived from God) " Light lof 
Light, very God of very God ; begotten, not made ; of 
the same substance with the Father ; by whom all things 
were made, that are in heaven, and that are in earth ; 
who for us men, and for our salvation, descended, and 
was incarnate, and became man ; suffered and rose 
again the third day, ascended into the heavens, and will 
come to judge the living and the dead ; and in the Holy 
Spirit. But those who say that there was a time when 
he was not, and that he was not before he was begot- 
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ten, and that he was made out of nothing ; or affirm 
that he is of any other substance or essence ; or that 
the Son of God is created, and mutable or changeable, 
the Catholic church doth pronounce accursed." 

The point you perceive, which is decided in this cu- 
rious mixture of Platonism and Christianity, is the pre- 
dominance given to the term Logos or reason over Son, 
in the composition of that imaginary Being whom the 
Platonists imported into Christianity and engrafted (Hi 
these two phrases in the<jospels. As the Logos was the 
reason of God, it must always have been, and though at 
a certain point of duration he might have become Son, 
still thoagh emanated he did not begin to exilt, or at 
least the substance out of which he was made was not 
created as Arius held he was, out of nothing, or out of 
what did not before exist. How far the pdnt decided 
by this council was one of Pagan philosophy or Christian 
theology we leave every one to judge. Still there was 
a difficulty. The word Son yet remained, and Arius' 
objection was still lurking in it. How could a Being 
be a Son or begotten, and still not be b^otten at some 
point in duration, or begin to be ? They invented an 
expedient to reconcile the eternal Logos with the begot- 
ten Son by isaying he was eternally begotten, always 
proceeding from God as light does from the sun, and 
hence the expression of the Creed, " Light of Light," 
light emanating from light. 

Such was the Nicene Creed, such the causes which 
led to its enactment, and so wide was it of all the points 
of the more enlightened controversies of modern days. 
It was not, it is true, the first Creed that had been 
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cik. They belonged to the time and the disputes of 
the age, and they passed away with the age that gave 
them birth. 80 would this have done but for the oir* 
cttuistanoes under^ which it was established. It was 
under the patfoaage of a Roiaan Emperor. And dis* 
sent from it became something different from dissent 
IWxn a council of mere ecclesiastics, unbacked by the 
eivil power. Arius and his party w^ere banished ; and 
the ^solemnization of the connecdon between churob 
and state wiks marked by its natural <H)iiseqoeace, civil 
persecuttoo. 

I said at the eonunencaiiient of tbis discourse, that 
the history of Creeds gives us a view of the Ibreiga 
elements ^ which the doctrine of the Trinity was 
formed. That I am confident has already beea dem- 
onstrated. I said likewise that they furnish the evi- 
dence of its gradual growth and of the several stages 
of its progress. That assertion I shall now att^npt to 
make good. Tbe Nicene Creed of tbe year 325^ shows 
where it stood at that period. It occupies, as you 
perceive, a middle ground between the pure Monotheism 
of the Jews apd of the New Testament, and the three 
equal Persons of the modern Trinity. The apostles' 
Creed, which in all its esseatial articles dates further 
back, and occupies about the same middle ground be- 
tween the Nicene Creed and the New Testament as 
the Atbaaasian, which is much later, does between the 
same Creed and the aK>dern Trinitarianism. 

The apostles' Creeds as it is erroneously called, you 
need not be reminded has no claim to be consideied 
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the composition of the apostles. So far from it, that 
we have no authentic copy of it, even so far back as 
the council of Nice. But then we have the substance 
of it in several Creeds, in the writings of the ante-Nicene 
Fathers, with this exception, which is somewhat mate-* 
rial to our present subject. In the apostles' Creed, as 
read in our churches, it begins, ^* I believe in God the 
Father," etc. In the Fathers it is, I believe in One 
God the Father, (in the Greek eig ^iog or ha &tw) in 
the Latin, One only God (unicum Deum). It was not 
only not written by the apostles, but bears the marks 
of having been the gradual growth of many ages. 

In all the Creeds of the primitive ages, long as they 
at length became, we rec(^nize various and successive 
metamorphoses of the form of baptism. As it stands in 
the Gospels, it contains a summary of the Christian Faith 
to be taught by the apostles to the world, and acknow* 
ledged by their converts. The belief in one God, the 
Divine mission of Jesus, that he was the Son of God, 
or the Messiah of the Jews, and in the Holy Spirit, that 
is, the reality of the miracles which proved the Gospel 
true. And these are precisely the points which are la- 
bored in all treatises on the Evidences of Christianity, 
by all sects and parties at the present day. That there 
was no scrupulous adherence to the precise form, ap- 
pears in the probability there is from the baptism of 
Philip, that with the Jews or Jewish proselytes to 
whom the one God was already known, the name of 
Jesus only was used. And likewise from a form of bap- 
tism, which appears in the works of Justin Martyr, in 
the second century. " They are baptized in the name 

31* 
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of God the Fatker and Bommgm of all," or o( the uaa- 
Torae, <^ and of our Saviour Jesus Cbftst, and of the Hi>» 
ly Spirit." This was a summary of doctrine to be taught, 
and of faitfa to be reoetred. So it appears! in the original 
eotnmission : '^ Go ye therefore and teach all natioafti 
baptising," or, as it evidently tneaos, Go teach and bap* 
tise all nations into the faith of one (}od, etc. After 
suitable tftstruction in these and other points of the 
Christian fiiith, the concerts in the early church as* 
sented to their belief of them at, and by the ceremony of 
baptism* It was gradually drawn out. as we have seen 
it in the case of Justin Martyr, by the explicit statement 
of the things im(4ied in it, and by otiier causes whidi I 
shall mention, into the Apostles' Creed, which is as fol- 
lows : " I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son our 
Lord, who was conceived of the H<dy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci* 
fied,dead and buried. The third day he rose from the 
dead, ascended into heav^i, sitteth at the right band of 
God the Father Almighty, from whence he shall come 
to judge both the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Ghost, the Holy Catholic Church, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life ever* 
lasting." The descent into hell, and the communion of 
saints, are of a date sid>sequent to the Council of Nice. 
Besides the drawing out of what was supposed to be 
implied by all parties in the form of baptism, some 
daus^s were inserted in opposition to certain heresies 
which sfming up one after another. Hb '< being con- 
ceived of the Hdy Ghost^ born of the Virgin Mary," 
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was introdiiced in oppotitton, ds it would seem, to Ibe 
CerintUstns and otkers, wbo denied Ihe Miraculous birth* 
^ Saffisrad under Pontiud Pikte, was crucified, dead, 
and buried," io opposition to the Gnostics, wbo asserted 
that Christ was a man in appeaimnee only ; '< the remis^ 
smi of sins," against the Montanists, who held that onlj 
those sins could be forgiven which were coounitted be- 
fore baptism, elc^ Howefer these things may be, as far 
•s the Dtvioe Natufe is concerned, there is nothing to 
which the moiit scrttpuloos stickler for the Unity of God 
can object* The phrases are all scripttiral, and assert 
nothing more than the same phrases in the Gospels. 
The Platonic Nature of Christ is not so much as hinted 
mt, or even his pre^xistence, unless it may be thought 
to be in the epithet "only," or "only begotten," 
whidi at that period was merely synonymous with weU 
beloved. 

As to the Holy Spirit, not so much as its personality 
is asserted either in this or the Niceoe Creed. There 
was no danger that this Creed would mislead any one 
as to the Unity of God, as it says, " I believe in God," 
(or " one God," as the Creeds of that time have it,) 
'* and in Jesus Christ." There was no dai^r that one 
who was born, crucified and buried, and afterwards sat 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, would 
be mistaken for, or confounded with that God at whose 
right hand he sat. " One God the Father Almighfy 
ontf Jesus Christ, etc. and the Holy Sprit," conveys a 
very different idea of Deity from One God (consisting 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The only other Creed which I have room to mention, 
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and to which I have already aHiided as oecopjring a 
middle ground between the Nicene Creed and modern 
Trinitarianism, is the Athanasian. 1 shoold have said 
that it went the whole length with the nK>dem Trinity, 
were there not a remnant of derivation in some of its 
clauses, such as these : ^* The Father is made of none, 
neither created nor b^otten. The Son is of the Father 
alone, not made, nor created, nor b^otten, but pro- 
ceeding.^' This Creed, as is well known, was not com- 
posed by Athanasius, nor cited till four hundred years 
after his death ; nor, of course, till about eight hundred, 
years after Christ. 

In order to give you at one view the rise, progress, 
and perfection of the Trinity, as well as a sketch of the 
gradual advance of imposition upon the hnman mind 
by means of formularies of faith, I shaH give you, in 
order, the Creeds we have noticed. 

I begin with the doctrine of Christ and of the New 
Testament concerning the Divine Nature. 

" Hear, O Israel ; the Lord our God is one Lord." Or, 
as it is quoted from Moses : " Jehovah, your God, Jeho- 
vah is one.'' " This is life eternal, to know thee the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent." 
" To us there is one God the Father." 

The form of baptism : " Baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost." 
The same form, as it was used and understood by Jus- 
tin Martyr, in the second century : " In the name of God, 
the Father and Sovereign of the universe, and of our Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit." 

The Apostles' Creed, which grew out of this form in 
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the first «ge6 : <' I believe in God, (or, as some Creeds 
have it, " one," and some, " one only God,^') the Father 
Almighty, MtJc^r of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Gboit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered un- 
der Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. The 
third day be rose again from the dead, ascended into 
hetvea, sitteth at the right hand of God the Father AI- 
Bi^hty, from whence he shall come to judge both the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, in 
the Holy Catholic church, the forgiveness of sins, the 
MBUrrectiotii of the body, and the life everlasting." 

The Nioene Creed in the year 3^, with its Platonic 
Logos interpolated, which I insert in italics, that the ad- 
ditions may be more a(^)arent : ^< We believe in one God 
the Father Almighty, the Maker of all things visible and 
invisible, and in one Lord Jesus Christ the Son of God, 
begiMen qf th/B Father, only begotten, that U, of the 
eubstOHce 4^ the Father, God qf God, (or out of God, 
or derived from God,) Light of Light, very God qf 
very God, begotten, not made, of the eame SMbetanoe 
woith the Father, by whom all things were made that 
an in keatyen and that are in earth, who for us men^ 
and for our saivation, descended and was incarnatej 
and became man, suffered, and rose again the third day, 
asceoded iDto the heavens, and will come to judge the 
living and the dead ; and in the Holy Spirit. But those 
who aay there was a time when he was not, and that he 
was n^ before he was begotten, and that he was made 
out of nothing, or affirm that he is of any other sub- 
stance or essence, or that the Son of God is created, 
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and mutable, or changeable, the Catholic church doth 
pronounce accursed.'' 

Lastly, the Athanasian Creed, received in the ninth 
or tenth century : " Whosoever will be saved, before all 
things it is necessary that he hold the Catholic faith. 
Which faith, except every one do keep whole and un- 
defiled, without doubt he shall perish everlastingly. 
And the Cktbolic faith is this : That we worship one God 
in trinity, and trinity in unity. Neither confounding the 
persons, nor dividing the substance. For there is one 
person of the Father, another of the Son, and another of 
the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father, of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one ; the glory equal, 
the majesty co-eternal. Such as the Father is, such is 
the Son, and such is the Holy Ghost. The Father un- 
create, the Son uncreate, and the Holy Ghost uncreate. 
The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensi-: 
ble, and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible. The Father 
eternal, the 'Son eternal, and the Holy Ghost eterrial: 
And yet there are not three eternals, but one eternal. 
As also there are not three incomprehensibles nor three 
uncreated ; but one uncreated, and one incomprehensi- 
ble. So likewise the Father-is Almighty, the Son Al- 
mighty, and the Holy Ghost Almighty : And yet there 
are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. So the 
Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy G^ost is 
God : And yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 
So likewise, the Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and 
the Holy Ghost Lord: And yet not three Lords, but 
one Lord. For like as we are compelled by the Chris- 
tian verity, to acknowledge every Person by himself to 
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be God and Lord ; so are we forbidden by the Catholic 
religion to say, there be three Gods, or three Lords. 
The Father is made of none, neither created, nor be- 
gotten. The Son is of the Father alone, not made, nor 
created, but begotten. The Holy Ghost is of the Father 
and of the Son ; neither made nor created, nor begot- 
ten, but proceeding. So there is one Father, not three 
Fathers ; one Son, not three Sons ; one Holy Ghost, 
not three Holy Ghosts. And in this trinity none is afore 
or after other, none is greater or less than another ; but 
the whole three Persons are co-eternal together, and co- 
equal. So that in all things, as is aforesaid, the Unity 
in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity, is to be worship- 
ped. He therefore that will be saved, must thus Ihink 
of the Trinity. Furthermore, it is necessary to everlast- 
ing salvation, that he also believe rightly the incarnation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the right faith is, that 
we believe and confess, That our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, is God and man ; God of the substance of 
the Father, begotten before the worlds ; and Man of the 
substance of his mother, born in the world ; perfect God, 
and perfect man, of a reasonable soul, and human flesh 
subsisting ; equal to the Father, as touching his God- 
head ; and inferior to the Father, as touching his man- 
hood. Who, although he be God and man, yet he is not 
two, but one Christ; One ; not by conversion of the 
Godhead into flesh, but by taking of the manhood into 
God ; One altogether ; not by confusion of substance, 
but by unity of person. For, as the reasqpable soul and 
flesh is one man, so God and man is qn^ Christ ; who 
sufiered for our salyi^tiqn, cjescen^^d ipto hell, rose 
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again the third day from the dead ; he ascended \nia 
heaven, he sitteth on the right hand of the Father, Grodf 
Almighty ; from whence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. At whose coming all men shatt rise, 
again with their bodies, and shall give account for their 
own works. And they that have done good, shall go in- 
to life everlasting ; and they that have done evil, into 
everlasting fire. This is the Catholic 'faith, which ex- 
cept a man believe faithfully he cannot be saved.** 

To this I subjoin the modem doctrine of the Trinity t 
** There are three Persons in the Godhead, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. These three are one God, 
the same in substance, equal in power and glory." 

These Creeds, you perceive, when compared with 
each other, exhibit most clearly the gradual formation 
of the Trinity, or rather its interpolation into Christian- 
ity. In the doctrine of Jesus and his apostles, in the 
form of baptism as interpreted by its own elements, by 
Justin Martyr, and in the Apostles' Creed, we have 
the same pure doctrine of one God the Father Al- 
mighty, and the miraculous . character and divine mis- 
sion of Christ, but no intimatfon nor allusion to the Per- 
sonality, much less the separate Deity of the Holy Spirit. 
In the Nicene Creed, we have an approximation to the 
deification of Christ, by identifying him with the Pla- 
tonic Logos. But still no more is made of the Holy 
Spirit than in the form of baptism, or in the Apostles* 
Creed. In the Athanasian Creed, eight hundred years 
after Christ, we have Christ and the Spirit exalted to 
full Deity, with the slight e;cception of derivation, 
which was no objection in those days. 
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In the same doctrine in modern days, this faiot ves- 
tige of Platonism disappears, the scaffolding falls away, 
and we have the Trinity compkte, three equal persons 
in one God. 

As to the Athanasian Creed, though it was enacted 
by no council, it is a fair specimen of Theological spec- 
ulation of the age in which it originated. It bears marks 
on the very face of it of being the production of some 
idle monk of the dark ages, who had nothing better to do 
than to exercise his scholastic ingenuity in stringing to- 
gether a chain of monstrous and startling paradoxes on 
the rec^ved doctrine of the Trinity, which appearing to 
assert (be most astounding propositions, really assert 
nothing but what depends upon a fictitious and quib- 
bling distinction between created and begotten, which 
when applied to God, with those who have any just idea 
of the spirituality and unchangeableness of the Divine 
Nature, can have no meaning ; and between begotten 
and proceeding, a distinction quite as trifling and ri* 
diculous. 

The awkward figure which derived Divinity makes 
in these enlightened days, may be sufficiently learned 
in the attempts to connect the modern Theology with 
that of the Schools. " The Father," says one, " by 
generation communicated his whole and perfect essence . 
to the Son, and retained the whole of it to himself, be- 
cause it is infinite." 

I have now, I hope, redeemed the pledges I gave at 

the commencement of this discourse, to show by the 

history and progress of Creeds the origin and formation 

of the doctrine of the Trinity, the elements from which 

8? 
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it sprung, and the steps of its advancement, a'hd its final 
completion. And are these the things, it may be indig- 
nantly asked, which still hold their place in the nine- 
teenth century as the infallible interpretation of the 
word of God ? Are these the fetters which are fastened 
upon the mind of this age ? Can it be a fact that any 
one can impose, or any one submit to such a mingled 
mass of Paganism and Christianity ? Can it be possi- 
ble that one of the most enlightened nations of Europe 
dispenses not only ecclesiastical but civil honors and 
emoluments to those only who will subscribe to these 
relics of the dark ages? Is there any enlightened Chris- 
tian who does not perceive that it is equally in violation 
of the express commands of Christ to form, as to assent 
to a Creed ? 

By what right can any body of men impose a Creed ? 
By none other than that of a majority. And is a ma- 
jority the infallible seal of truth ? And can a Protestant 
resort to such an authority as this ? If in one class of 
Christians the majority have a right to enact a Creed for 
the minority, then the majority of the whole Christian 
name have an equal right to enact a Creed for the 
church universal. And who does not know that were 
the whole church represented according to numbers, the 
Protestants would be found in a minority, and be com- 
pelled inevitably, on these principles, to surrender all 
the glorious achievements of the Reformation and re- 
turn to the Mother Church ? Who does not perceive 
that there is not and never can be uniformity of opin- 
ion? Subscription, therefore, if it be meant to be lite- 
ri^l and exact, must be, in a majority of cases, insincere 
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and dishonest. If it allow latitude, who is to prescribe 
the bounds of that latitude ? And if they are not pre- 
scribed, the Creed is a mockery, and ought to be aban- 
doned. When honor and station are attached to it, who 
does not see that it operates as a privilege to the insin- 
cere, and a bar only to the conscientious? Is truth the 
exclusive discovery of one age ? Is it rational or tolera- 
ble for one age to dictate opinions to its successors for- 
ever ? Where then is the sense of Christian ministers re- 
peating to their congregations the decision of a council 
of the fourth century upon a point of heathen philoso- 
phy, the merits of which neither they nor their hearers 
comprehend ? Is reasonable faith promoted by repeat- 
ing a form of words, without any increase of evidence, 
or without any evidence at all ? But such is the force 
of custom that it binds together, by its continuous and 
lengthening chain, the most distant ages in the recep- 
tion of the same errors and abuses, as well as the same 
truths. Creeds, whenever formed and fastened on the 
mind, especially when incorporated with ecclesiastical 
and civil organization, cramp its faculties, discourage in- 
quiry, and produce indifference to truth ; and nothing 
short of some great convulsion in society has power to 
throw them off. Resting as they do on the imaginary 
authority of many, no one has the moral courage to as- 
sume the responsibility of abandoning them, or calling 
them in question. Even if the conviction arises in the 
mind of any that it ought to be done, there is a dispo- 
sition to delay ; so day glides on after day, till ages are 
numbered, and nothing is done. In many weak and 
timid minds there seems to be an apprehension, most 
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mirz iT j«r - A-^ -.lesit i:i«t iertef? which are fastened 
ii:«:n He simr :c iiis nr^ ? Can it be a £ict that any 
me na rac^rtse. ir i:it rc« futcih to soch a mingled 
niB^ ir ?Tcxi.i5iL *z»i Ci-'^^cimltT r Can it be possH 
:»e zzds lae :f ire iitrgt «:^iri:eoed nations of Europe 
sjrcerrscs urc icfj ec jestscxal bat dril honors and 
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T! 1. Cr*ei r 

?/ wiai "iri* caa arr bodj of men impose a Creed ? 
?7 T»:ce iciffT :!2iz irsal of a roaj^xity. And is a ma- 
•?r-^ -ne -T *:V r^ $»I of troth ? And can a Protestant 
?-scrt >> 5n3c-:i az a-thofiiT as this ? If in one c^ass of 
Cirssisias i:re Ki^^^ritT have a ri^t to enact a Creed for 
lie =:^:rzrT. :b^n ibe majoritr of the whole Christian 
jacx bare as eqcal rizht to enact a Creeti for the 
dt rxit a-hwsaL And who does not know that were 
t>f w>ifc choffcb represented according to numbers^ the 
Prcc^e^^ants woold be fonnd in a minority, at^d be cowi- 
reSed ineritablT, on rh^^^ piificip^*^^* lo si^irrcndc 
tbe <!k>rioas adiieiein'^ ^'^ of the Reformation^ 
iwn to the Modier Churcfi ? Who does n^a 
that there is not and oever can be unif^i, 
k» :* S«il]€cripdon, therefore. If it ^^ 
id and eiact, must be, in a majoriF- 
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derogatory to truth and the Scriptures, as if they rested 
on Creeds for their support ; and that if Creeds were 
swept away, all is over with the cause of religion. It is 
HOt safe to trust the human mind with itself and the Bi- 
ble. It is difficult to say whether this idea is most dis- 
honorable to man, reproachful to God, disparaging to 
the Bible, or inconsistent with itself. Must man take 
(iod's revelation at second hand ? Must God's revela- 
tion be revised by man before it is either safe or effec* 
tual ? Are not those who make Creeds, fallible men too, 
as well as those who receive them ? Are not the men 
of this age as capable of drawing truth from the Bible 
as their predecessors, an enlightened age as one com-* 
paratively darkiand ignorant ? 

The reign of Creeds, however, is gone by. Their 
chief support has been the connection of church and 
State, which has prevailed more or less since the time 
of Constantino in the fourth century. As one great 
truth after another rises in our firmament, and pours on 
our world a broad and general light, Creeds are destine^ 
to wane, and fade, and disappear. 



THE END. 
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